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 AP World History Summer Reading Assignments 

Welcome to AP World History!  In order to best prepare for the year ahead, the following three 

assignments are required: (BRING THESE ASSIGNMENTS WITH YOU ON THE FIRST DAY OF 

SCHOOL!) 

1. Reading Notes for Chapters 1 and 2 – Follow the Cornell Notes Template (attached) and write 

proper notes on the first two chapters of the textbook that we will be using.  The first two chapters 

are included in this packet. 

2. Answer the guided questions from Jared Diamond’s book Guns, Germs, and Steel. In order to 

answer these questions, I suggest you start by using the first two options below because they are 

free, however, if you feel intrigued by the arguments made by Jared Diamond, his book is 

available at the public library, or for purchase.  Here are the ways to access the information: 

 An abbreviated version of the book is posted on this website 

https://sites.google.com/a/hartdistrict.org/williams_apworld/ 

 A video series is available on youtube.com. A link is available at the class website (listed 

above). 

 The full book and audio book are available at the Santa Clarita Public Library. 

3. Geography Assignment – Use the two maps attached and study the major physical features of 

each region of the world.  A geography quiz will be given on the first day of school. 

Guns, Germs, and Steel – Guided Questions!  

 

Prologue: Yali’s Question  
1. What are three considerations Diamond discusses as he ponders Yali’s question?  
 

 

I. Part One: From Eden to Cajamarca  

Chapter One: Up to the Starting Line  
1. What was the “Great Leap Forward”? Which peoples did it impact, and what probably catalyzed this 

change?  

 

 

Chapter Two: A Natural Experiment of History  
1. What were the six environmental factors that contribute to the differences among Polynesian societies? 

Of the six, which do you think plays the greatest role in differentiation and why?  

 

 

 

Chapter Three: Collision at Cajamarca  
1. What happened at Cajamarca?  

 

 

 

2. How did Pizarro come to be at Cajamarca? Why didn’t Atahualpa instead try to conquer Spain?  
 

 

 

 



Name: _______________________ 

3. Why did Atahuallpa walk into the trap?  

 

 

 

II. Part Two: The Rise and Spread of Food Production  

Chapter Four: Farmer Power  
1. Summarize how domestication of livestock and farming changed societies.  

 

 

 

 

Chapter Five: History’s Haves and Have-nots  

1. Examine Figure 5.1 and Table 5.1; apply your knowledge of environmental and geographic factors to 

identify what these regions have in common. What environmental factors probably contributed to the 

success of these crops in their respective regions?  
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Chapter 6: To Farm or Not to Farm  
1. What five factors contributed to the transition from hunter gatherer to farming?  

 

 

 

Chapter 7: How to Make an Almond  
1. Describe three of the many factors that contribute to whether or not a plant becomes a crop that humans 

choose to domesticate.  

 

 

 

Chapter 8: Apples or Indians  
1. Indentify at least four of the Fertile Crescent’s advantages in terms of food production.  
 

 

2. Identify New Guinea’s 3 severe limitations.  
 

 

 

 

Chapter 9: Zebras, Unhappy Marriages, and the Anna Karenina Principle  
1. What is the Anna Karenina Principle (when applied to the domestication of animals)?  

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 10: Spacious Skies and Tilted Axes  
1. How did the rate of spread in Eurasia’s East-West axes compare to the spread along the Americas 

North-South axes? (p. 178)  

 

 

 

2. In paragraph from, why was the spread of crops from the Fertile Crescent so rapid?  

 

 

 

 

 

III. Part 3: From Food to Guns, Germs, and Steel  

Chapter 11: Lethal Gift of Livestock  
1. What are two historically famous epidemics?  

 

 

2. What are the four common characteristics shared by lethal epidemics?  

 

 

3. List four diseases that are contracted from an animal.  

 

 



Name: _______________________ 

 

 

Chapter 12: Blueprints and Borrowed Letters  
1. What are the three basic types of writing systems and what is an example of each?  

 

 

2. What civilization was first to develop a writing system and what was it called?  

 

 

 

Chapter 13: Necessity’s Mother  
1. Bullet out the 14 factors historians have identified as catalysts for the creation of technology.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Of the 14, discuss two in complete sentences that you think have the most influential impact on the 

creation of new technologies.  

 

 

 

Chapter 14: From Egalitarianism to Kleptocracy  
1. Briefly summarize the four solutions Kleptocrats have resorted to maintain their control and elite 

lifestyle.  

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does food production make features of complex societies possible? (bullet four reasons)  

 

 

 

 

IV. Part Four: Around the World in Five Chapters  

Chapter 15: Yali’s People  
1. Why did Australia not develop metal tools, writing, and politically complex societies?  

 

 

2. Why didn’t more advanced technology reach Australia from its neighbors, Indonesia and New Guinea?  

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 16: How China Became Chinese  
1. What is Sinification? (look it up online if necessary)  

 

 



Name: _______________________ 

 

2. What are some characteristics or accomplishments of the Chinese civilization?  

 

 

Chapter 17: Speedboat to Polynesia  
1. What languages are part of the “Austronesian” family? (Fig. 17.1)  
 

 
 



Name: _______________________ 

 
 

2. What was the outcome of Austronesian expansion? (page 350!)  

 

 

Chapter 18: Hemispheres Colliding  
1. Using pages 354-357, make a chart that compares and contrasts Eurasian and Native American society 

prior to 1492.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe the five areas of technology that were contributing factors to Europe’s conquest of the 
Americas.  
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3. Referencing Table 18.1; Which is the earliest developing society? Second earliest? Third? Which 

societies never developed writing systems? Which never developed iron tools?  

 

 
 

 

4. What has the Native American population reduced by (%) since 1492?  

 

 

 

 

Chapter 19: How Africa Became Black  
1. List the five major human groups in Africa around 1000 CE (AD).  

 

 

2. How many different language groups exist in the African continent?  

 

 

 

3. Describe the characteristics and growth of the Bantus.  

 

 

4. What does Diamond project actually happened to the vanished Khoisan populations? 



AP World Summer Work: Chapters 1 and 2 Reading Notes 

Cornell Notes 
Lecture, reading/chapter/novel/article 

during class, power point, movies (if need 

to collect info.) 
 

Topic:_Write_the_Chapter’s 

Subtitles Here!______ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions/Main Ideas: 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 
 

Class: ___AP World__________ Period: ________ 
 

Date: ____________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Summary: 

 

 

 

 

Develop an essential question based on each subtitle in Chapters 1-2.  There are 8 subtitles in Ch. 1 and 8 

subtitles in Ch. 2.  Next, use the terms that are located in the margins of the textbook (there are 23 terms 

in Ch. 1 and 41 terms in Ch. 2) and develop reading notes based on these main ideas. Be prepared to show 

the notes to your teacher on Day 1 of the school year (A blank template is on the back). 



Cornell Notes 
Lecture, reading/chapter/novel/article 

during class, power point, movies (if need 

to collect info.) 
 

Topic:____________________

_________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions/Main Ideas: 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 
 

Class: _________________ Period: ________ 
 

Date: ____________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Summary: 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Question: 
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o

f 
th

ei
r 

su
b

o
rd

in
at

e 
le

g
al

 s
ta

tu
s,

 w
o

m
en

 m
ad

e 
th

ei
r 

in
fl
u

en
ce

 f
el

t 
in

M
es

o
p
o

ta
m

ia
n

 s
o

ci
et

y.
 A

t 
ru

li
n

g
 c

o
u

rt
s 

w
o

m
en

 s
o

m
et

im
es

 a
d

vi
se

d
 k

in
g
s 

an
d

 t
h

ei
r

g
o

ve
rn

m
en

ts
. 

A
 f

ew
 w

o
m

en
 w

ie
ld

ed
 g

re
at

 p
o

w
er

 a
s 

h
ig

h
 p

ri
es

te
ss

es
 w

h
o

 m
an

ag
ed

th
e 

en
o
rm

o
u
s 

es
ta

te
s 

b
el

o
n
g
in

g
 t

o
 t

h
ei

r 
te

m
p
le

s.
 O

th
er

s 
o
b
ta

in
ed

 a
 f

o
rm

al
 e

d
u
ca

ti
o
n

an
d
 w

o
rk

ed
 a

s 
sc

ri
b
es

—
li
te

ra
te

 i
n
d
iv

id
u
al

s 
w

h
o
 p

re
p
ar

ed
 a

d
m

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

an
d
 l
eg

al
 d

o
c-

u
m

en
ts

 f
o
r 

g
o
ve

rn
m

en
ts

 a
n
d
 p

ri
va

te
 p

ar
ti

es
. 
W

o
m

en
 a

ls
o
 p

u
rs

u
ed

 c
ar

ee
rs

 a
s 

m
id

w
iv

es
,

sh
o
p
ke

ep
er

s,
 b

re
w

er
s,

 b
ak

er
s,

 t
av

er
n
 k

ee
p
er

s,
 a

n
d
 t

ex
ti

le
 m

an
u
fa

ct
u
re

rs
.

G
y

p
su

m
 c

a
rv

in
g

 o
f 

a
n

e
ld

e
rl

y
 c

o
u

p
le

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e

ci
ty

 o
f 

N
ip

p
u

r 
a

b
o

u
t 

2
5

0
0

 B
.C

.E
. 

S
la

ve
s

P
a
tr

ia
rc

h
a
l 
S

o
ci

et
y

W
o
m

en
’s

 R
o
le

s

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
2

|
E

ar
ly

 S
o
ci

et
ie

s 
in

 S
o
u
th

w
es

t 
A

si
a 

an
d
 t

h
e 

In
d
o
-E

u
ro

p
ea

n
 M

ig
ra

ti
o
n
s

4
3

D
u
ri

n
g
 t

h
e 

se
co

n
d
 m

il
le

n
n
iu

m
 B

.C
.E

.,
 M

es
o
p
o
ta

m
ia

n
 m

en
 p

ro
g
re

ss
iv

el
y 

ti
g
h
te

n
ed

th
ei

r 
co

n
tr

o
l 
o
ve

r 
th

e 
so

ci
al

 a
n
d
 s

ex
u
al

 b
eh

av
io

r 
o
f 

w
o
m

en
. 
T

o
 p

ro
te

ct
 f

am
ily

 f
o
rt

u
n
es

an
d
 g

u
ar

an
te

e 
th

e 
le

g
it

im
ac

y 
o
f 
h
ei

rs
, 
M

es
o
p
o
ta

m
ia

n
s 

in
si

st
ed

 o
n
 t

h
e 

vi
rg

in
it

y 
o
f 
b
ri

d
es

at
 m

ar
ri

ag
e,

 a
n
d
 t

h
ey

 f
o
rb

ad
e 

ca
su

al
 s

o
ci

al
iz

in
g
 b

et
w

ee
n
 m

ar
ri

ed
 w

o
m

en
 a

n
d
 m

en
 o

u
t-

si
d
e 

th
ei

r 
fa

m
ily

. 
B

y 
1
5
0
0
 B

.C
.E

.
an

d
 p

ro
b
ab

ly
 e

ve
n
 e

ar
lie

r,
 m

ar
ri

ed
 w

o
m

en
 i
n
 M

es
o
p
o
-

ta
m

ia
n
 c

it
ie

s 
h
ad

 b
eg

u
n
 t

o
 w

ea
r 

ve
ils

 w
h
en

 t
h
ey

 v
en

tu
re

d
 b

ey
o
n
d
 t

h
ei

r 
o
w

n
 h

o
u
se

h
o
ld

s
to

 d
is

co
u

ra
g
e 

th
e 

at
te

n
ti

o
n

 o
f 

m
en

 f
ro

m
 o

th
er

 f
am

il
ie

s.
 T

h
is

 c
o

n
ce

rn
 t

o
 c

o
n

tr
o

l
w

o
m

en
’s

 s
o

ci
al

 a
n

d
 s

ex
u

al
 b

eh
av

io
r 

sp
re

ad
 t

h
ro

u
g
h

o
u

t 
m

u
ch

 o
f 

so
u

th
w

es
t 

A
si

a 
an

d
th

e 
M

ed
it

er
ra

n
ea

n
 b

as
in

, 
w

h
er

e 
it

 r
ei

n
fo

rc
ed

 p
at

ri
ar

ch
al

 s
o
ci

al
 s

tr
u
ct

u
re

s.

S
o

u
rc

es
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
P

as
t

H
am

m
u
ra

b
i’
s 

L
aw

s 
o
n
 F

am
il
y
 R

el
at

io
n
sh

ip
s

B
y 

th
e 

ti
m

e 
of

 H
a

m
m

u
ra

bi
, 
M

es
op

ot
a

m
ia

n
 m

a
rr

ia
ge

s 
ha

d
 c

om
e 

to
 r

ep
re

se
n

t 
im

po
rt

a
n

t 
bu

si
n

es
s 

a
n

d
 e

co
n

om
ic

 r
el

a
-

ti
on

sh
ip

s 
be

tw
ee

n
 f

a
m

il
ie

s.
 H

a
m

m
u

ra
bi

’s
 l

a
w

s 
re

fl
ec

t 
a

 c
on

ce
rn

 t
o 

en
su

re
 t

he
 l

eg
it

im
a

cy
 o

f 
ch

il
d

re
n

 a
n

d
 t

o 
pr

ot
ec

t 
th

e

ec
on

om
ic

 i
n

te
re

st
s 

of
 b

ot
h 

m
a

ri
ta

l 
pa

rt
n

er
s 

a
n

d
 t

he
ir

 f
a

m
il

ie
s.

 W
hi

le
 p

la
ci

n
g 

w
om

en
 u

n
d

er
 t

he
 a

u
th

or
it

y 
of

 t
he

ir
 

fa
th

er
s 

a
n

d
 h

u
sb

a
n

d
s,

 t
he

 l
a

w
s 

a
ls

o 
pr

ot
ec

te
d

 w
om

en
 a

ga
in

st
 u

n
re

a
so

n
a

bl
e 

tr
ea

tm
en

t 
by

 t
he

ir
 h

u
sb

a
n

d
s 

or
 o

th
er

 m
en

.

1
2
8
: 

If
 a

 s
ei

g
n
io

r 
ac

q
u
ir

ed
 a

 w
if
e,

 b
u
t 

d
id

 n
o
t 

d
ra

w

u
p
 t

h
e 

co
n
tr

ac
ts

 f
o
r 

h
er

, 
th

at
 w

o
m

an
 i
s 

n
o
 w

if
e.

1
2
9
: 

If
 t

h
e 

w
if
e 

o
f 

a 
se

ig
n
io

r 
h
as

 b
ee

n
 c

au
g
h
t 

w
h
il
e

ly
in

g
 [

i.
e.

, 
h

av
in

g
 s

ex
u

al
 r

el
at

io
n

s]
 w

it
h

 a
n

o
th

er
 m

an
,

th
ey

 s
h

al
l 
b

in
d

 t
h

em
 a

n
d

 t
h

ro
w

 t
h

em
 i
n

to
 t

h
e 

w
at

er
. 

If

th
e 

h
u
sb

an
d
 o

f 
th

e 
w

o
m

an
 w

is
h
es

 t
o
 s

p
ar

e 
h
is

 w
if
e,

 t
h
en

th
e 

ki
n
g
 i
n
 t

u
rn

 m
ay

 s
p
ar

e 
h
is

 s
u
b
je

ct
.

1
3

0
: 

If
 a

 s
ei

g
n

io
r 

b
o

u
n

d
 t

h
e 

(b
et

ro
th

ed
) 

w
if

e 
o

f

a(
n
o
th

er
) 

se
ig

n
io

r,
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 n

o
 i
n
te

rc
o
u
rs

e 
w

it
h
 a

 m
al

e

an
d
 w

as
 s

ti
ll
 l
iv

in
g
 i
n
 h

er
 f

at
h
er

’s
 h

o
u
se

, 
an

d
 h

e 
h
as

 l
ai

n

in
 h

er
 b

o
so

m
 a

n
d

 t
h

ey
 h

av
e 

ca
u

g
h

t 
h

im
, 

th
at

 s
ei

g
n

io
r

sh
al

l 
b
e 

p
u
t 

to
 d

ea
th

, 
w

h
ile

 t
h
at

 w
o
m

an
 s

h
al

l 
g
o
 f
re

e.

1
3
1
: 
If

 a
 s

ei
g
n
io

r’
s 

w
if
e 

w
as

 a
cc

u
se

d
 b

y 
h
er

 h
u
sb

an
d
,

b
u

t 
sh

e 
w

as
 n

o
t 

ca
u

g
h

t 
w

h
il
e 

ly
in

g
 w

it
h

 a
n

o
th

er
 m

an
,

sh
e 

sh
al

l 
m

ak
e 

af
fi
rm

at
io

n
 b

y 
g
o

d
 a

n
d

 r
et

u
rn

 t
o

 h
er

h
o
u
se

. 
. 
. 
.

1
3
8
: 
If

 a
 s

ei
g
n
io

r 
w

is
h
es

 t
o
 d

iv
o
rc

e 
h
is

 w
if
e 

w
h
o
 d

id

n
o

t 
b

ea
r 

h
im

 c
h

il
d

re
n

, 
h

e 
sh

al
l 

g
iv

e 
h

er
 m

o
n

ey
 t

o
 t

h
e

fu
ll 

am
o
u
n
t 

o
f 

h
er

 m
ar

ri
ag

e-
p
ri

ce
 [

m
o
n
ey

 o
r 

g
o
o
d
s 

th
at

th
e 

h
u

sb
an

d
 p

ai
d

 t
o

 t
h

e 
b

ri
d

e’
s 

fa
m

il
y 

in
 e

xc
h

an
g
e 

fo
r

th
e 

ri
g
h

t 
to

 m
ar

ry
 h

er
] 

an
d

 h
e 

sh
al

l 
al

so
 m

ak
e 

g
o

o
d

 t
o

h
er

 t
h
e 

d
o
w

ry
 [

m
o
n
ey

 o
r 

g
o
o
d
s 

th
at

 t
h
e 

b
ri

d
e 

b
ro

u
g
h
t

to
 t

h
e 

m
ar

ri
ag

e]
 w

h
ic

h
 s

h
e 

b
ro

u
g
h

t 
fr

o
m

 h
er

 f
at

h
er

’s

h
o
u
se

 a
n
d
 t

h
en

 h
e 

m
ay

 d
iv

o
rc

e 
h
er

.

1
3
9
: 
If

 t
h
er

e 
w

as
 n

o
 m

ar
ri

ag
e-

p
ri

ce
, 
h
e 

sh
al

l g
iv

e 
h
er

o
n
e 

m
in

a 
o
f 
si

lv
er

 a
s 

th
e 

d
iv

o
rc

e-
se

tt
le

m
en

t.

1
4

0
: 

If
 h

e 
is

 a
 p

ea
sa

n
t,

 h
e 

sh
al

l 
g
iv

e 
h

er
 o

n
e-

th
ir

d

m
in

a 
o
f 
si

lv
er

.

1
4
1
: 
If

 a
 s

ei
g
n
io

r’
s 

w
if
e,

 w
h
o
 w

as
 l
iv

in
g
 i
n
 t

h
e 

h
o
u
se

o
f 

th
e 

se
ig

n
io

r,
 h

as
 m

ad
e 

u
p
 h

er
 m

in
d
 t

o
 l
ea

ve
 i
n
 o

rd
er

th
at

 s
h

e 
m

ay
 e

n
g
ag

e 
in

 b
u

si
n

es
s,

 t
h

u
s 

n
eg

le
ct

in
g
 h

er

h
o
u
se

 (
an

d
) 

h
u
m

ili
at

in
g
 h

er
 h

u
sb

an
d
, 
th

ey
 s

h
al

l 
p
ro

ve
 i
t

ag
ai

n
st

 h
er

; 
an

d
 i
f 

h
er

 h
u
sb

an
d
 h

as
 t

h
en

 d
ec

id
ed

 o
n
 h

er

d
iv

o
rc

e,
 h

e 
m

ay
 d

iv
o

rc
e 

h
er

, 
w

it
h

 n
o

th
in

g
 t

o
 b

e 
g
iv

en

h
er

 a
s 

h
er

 d
iv

o
rc

e-
se

tt
le

m
en

t 
u
p
o
n
 h

er
 d

ep
ar

tu
re

. 
If

 h
er

h
u

sb
an

d
 h

as
 n

o
t 

d
ec

id
ed

 o
n

 h
er

 d
iv

o
rc

e,
 h

er
 h

u
sb

an
d

m
ay

 m
ar

ry
 a

n
o
th

er
 w

o
m

an
, 
w

it
h
 t

h
e 

fo
rm

er
 w

o
m

an
 l
iv

-

in
g
 i
n
 t

h
e 

h
o
u
se

 o
f 
h
er

 h
u
sb

an
d
 l
ik

e 
a 

m
ai

d
se

rv
an

t.

1
4
2
: 

If
 a

 w
o
m

an
 s

o
 h

at
ed

 h
er

 h
u
sb

an
d
 t

h
at

 s
h
e 

h
as

d
ec

la
re

d
, 

“
Y
o

u
 m

ay
 n

o
t 

h
av

e 
m

e,
”
 h

er
 r

ec
o

rd
 s

h
al

l 
b

e

in
ve

st
ig

at
ed

 a
t 

h
er

 c
it

y 
co

u
n
ci

l,
 a

n
d
 if

 s
h
e 

w
as

 c
ar

ef
u
l a

n
d

w
as

 n
o

t 
at

 f
au

lt
, 

ev
en

 t
h

o
u

g
h

 h
er

 h
u

sb
an

d
 h

as
 b

ee
n

g
o

in
g
 o

u
t 

an
d

 d
is

p
ar

ag
in

g
 h

er
 g

re
at

ly
, 

th
at

 w
o

m
an

,

w
it

h
o
u
t 

in
cu

rr
in

g
 a

n
y 

b
la

m
e 

at
 a

ll
, 

m
ay

 t
ak

e 
h
er

 d
o
w

ry

an
d
 g

o
 o

ff
 t

o
 h

er
 f
at

h
er

’s
 h

o
u
se

.

1
4
3
: 
If

 s
h
e 

w
as

 n
o
t 

ca
re

fu
l,
 b

u
t 

w
as

 a
 g

ad
ab

o
u
t,

 t
h
u
s

n
eg

le
ct

in
g
 h

er
 h

o
u

se
 (

an
d

) 
h

u
m

il
ia

ti
n

g
 h

er
 h

u
sb

an
d

,

th
ey

 s
h
al

l 
th

ro
w

 t
h
at

 w
o
m

an
 i
n
to

 t
h
e 

w
at

er
.

F
O

R
 F

U
R

T
H

E
R

 R
E

F
L

E
C

T
IO

N

D
is

cu
ss

 t
h

e 
ex

te
n

t 
to

 w
h

ic
h

 H
am

m
u

ra
b

i’
s 

va
ri

o
u

s 
p
ro

-

vi
si

o
n

s 
o

n
 f

am
il
y 

re
la

ti
o

n
sh

ip
s 

p
ro

te
ct

ed
 t

h
e 

in
te

re
st

s

o
f 

d
if

fe
re

n
t 

g
ro

u
p
s—

h
u

sb
an

d
s,

 w
iv

es
, 

an
d

 t
h

e 
fa

m
il
y

it
se

lf
.

S
O

U
R

C
E
:
Ja

m
es

 B
. 
P

ri
tc

h
ar

d
, 
ed

. 
A

n
ci

en
t 

N
ea

r 
E

a
st

er
n

 T
ex

ts
 R

el
a

ti
n

g 
to

 t
he

 O
ld

 T
es

ta
m

en
t.

P
ri

n
ce

to
n
: 
P

ri
n
ce

to
n
 U

n
iv

er
si

ty
 P

re
ss

, 
1
9
5
5
, 
p
p
. 
1
7
1
–7

2
.



4
4

P
A

R
T

I
|

T
h
e 

E
ar

ly
 C

o
m

p
le

x 
S
o
ci

et
ie

s,
 3

5
0
0
 t

o
 5

0
0
 B

.C
.E

.

T
h
e 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
of

 
W

ri
tt

en
 C

u
lt

u
ra

l 
T

ra
d

it
io

n
s

T
h

e 
w

o
rl

d
’s

 e
ar

li
es

t 
k
n

o
w

n
 w

ri
ti

n
g

 c
am

e
fr

o
m

 M
es

o
p
o

ta
m

ia
. 

S
u

m
er

ia
n

s 
in

ve
n

te
d

 a
sy

st
em

 o
f 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

m
id

d
le

 o
f 

th
e

fo
u

rt
h

 m
il
le

n
n

iu
m

 B
.C

.E
.

to
 k

ee
p
 t

ra
ck

 o
f

co
m

m
er

ci
al

 t
ra

n
sa

ct
io

n
s 

an
d

 t
ax

 c
o

ll
ec

-
ti

o
n

s.
 T

h
ey

 fi
rs

t 
ex

p
er

im
en

te
d

 w
it

h
 p

ic
to

-
g

ra
p

h
s 

re
p

re
se

n
ti

n
g

 a
n

im
al

s,
 a

g
ri

cu
lt

u
ra

l
p
ro

d
u

ct
s,

 a
n

d
 t

ra
d

e 
it

em
s—

su
ch

 a
s 

sh
ee

p
,

o
x
en

, 
w

h
ea

t,
 b

ar
le

y,
 p

o
ts

, 
an

d
 fi

sh
—

th
at

fi
g

u
re

d
 p

ro
m

in
en

tl
y 

in
 t

ax
 a

n
d

 c
o

m
m

er
-

ci
al

 t
ra

n
sa

ct
io

n
s.

 B
y 

3
1

0
0

 B
.C

.E
.

co
n

ve
n

-
ti

o
n

al
 s

ig
n

s 
re

p
re

se
n

ti
n

g
 s

p
ec

ifi
c 

w
o

rd
s

h
ad

 s
p
re

ad
 t

h
ro

u
g
h
o
u
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