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Snow -  Ticonderog

Sky  -  I m age 3

Moon

Stars

Flying Santa -  I m age licensed by  Depositphotos.com / [ I oana Martalogu]

I ceberg -  I m age licensed by  Depositphotos.com / [ Achim HB]

Trees -  I m age licensed by  Depositphotos.com / [ m olka]

Create a new docum ent  in Photoshop -  1200 * 1600px,  72  px/ inch.

I nsert  t rees im age above white background layer.

Open Tool  Preset  picker  and  choose Airbrush Soft  Round  Tool.

Fill white layer below  t rees im age with  sim ilar  color  spots like on the screen shot .  Use Eyedropper tool to  pick  color

from  winter  scene layer.  Just  keep act ive Brush Tool  and  click  with  it  to  color  spots with  the pressed "Alt "  on your

keyboard.
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I n  order  to  rem ove t rees layer contour and  m ake background m ore realist ic, correct  your  airbrush set t ings. Use

Opacity  and  Flow  param eters around  35% .

Create a new em pty  layer above " t rees"

Process all rough  areas with  t ranslucent  brush.  Check  out  zoom  screen shots below.
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To create sm oother  background you m ay also  use Blur  Tool  with  following adjustm ents.

I t  will be fine,  if  you will have som ething  sim ilar.
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I nsert  Sky  im age (choose I m age 3 from  the list  of  the sky  im ages) .  Rotate it  to  apply  vert ically  posit ion.  Also,  you

will need to  apply  flip  Horizontal  t ransform at ion.  Edit  >  Transform  >  Flip Horizontal.
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Apply  Gradient  m ap to  the sky  layer.  I m age >  Adjustm ents >  Gradient  Map.

Add  Layer  Mask to  the sky  layer.

Fill it  with  black  and  white linear  gradient  just  like on the screen shot .
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I n  order  to  m ake clouds contour m ore realist ic, process bot tom  part  of  the sky  with  the soft  t ranslucent

brush(Brush  Tool  Opacity  should be around  35 - 50% ) . Make these correct ions in the Layer  Mask,  check  out  that  the

m ask  thum bnail  is act ive.
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You  m ay see here  the processed area.

Then you m ay m erge all created  layers.

Make the top part  of  the tallest  t ree.  Select  the head of  the next  t ree using  Lasso Tool.
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Copy  and  paste selected t ree head into the new layer.
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Apply  Custom  Warp t ransform at ion  to  m ake this shape lit t le bit  different  than  the or iginal.

Erase outside background with  the soft  Eraser  Tool.
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You  m ay create funny  and  fairy twisted t ips for  the t rees.
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Draw  the shape with  sm all t ranslucent  brush(Opacity around  50% )  using  3- 5 white/ gray shades from  the or iginal

t ree.
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I nsert  snow im age.
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Erase the part  of  the im age m arked on the screen shot ,  you m ay use regular sm all round  brush  with  the Hardness

around  85 - 90% .

Merge  all previous layers again( "m erged layers"  on the screen shot )  except  the last  one,  leave snow surface im age

in the separate layer.  Apply  Match Color  adjustm ents to  this layer.

Go to  I m age >  Adjustm ents >  Match Color.  I n  the Source m enu  choose current  psd  file and  last  m erged  layer from

the Layer  drop  down  m enu.  Play with  I m age Opt ions to  find bet ter  result  of  color  correct ions.
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Then apply  som e correct ions to  the ground snow layer using  Select ive Color  set t ings. I m age >  Adjustm ents >

Select ive Color.
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You  should have sim ilar  result .

You  m ay draw curled heads for  the sm all t rees as well.
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I nsert  iceberg im age.
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Erase background. You  m ay use Polygonal Lasso Tool  to  load  select ion for  this shape.  I nverse select ion and  rem ove

outside selected area.

Duplicate separated from  background layer.

Merge  bot tom  layers again except  two iceberg layers and  apply  m atch  color  adjustm ents to  the one of  them  just

like for  the snow surface in the previous steps.
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Change Opacity  for  the changed iceberg layer,  m ake it  around  90% .  Then m erge both  of  layers.
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Move the im age with  I ceberg like on the screen shot ,  add  Layer  Mask and  fill  it  with  black  and  white gradient  to

erase bot tom  part  of  the iceberg.
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Take the soft  t ranslucent  brash and  correct  iceberg contour to  create fade effect .
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You  m ay add  several  ice edges in the bot tom  part  using  t ranslucent  brushes.
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Now  m erge all created  layers including I ceberg layer and  all previous.

Apply  Levels effect  to  the m erged  landscape.
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Then apply  select ive color  set t ings.
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You  should have som ething  like the im age below:

I nsert  Moon  im age apply  Auto Cont rast  and  Auto Levels set t ings
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Apply  Screen Blending  Mode and  Fill 60%  to  this layer.

Add  following layer style effects:
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I nsert  fireworks im age.
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Rotate this layer on 90°  .

Apply  Arch  Warp Transform at ion.
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Apply  Auto Cont rast  adjustm ent  to  stars layer and  Screen Blending  m ode. Erase very  large light  spots.
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Correct  levels adjustm ents for  stars layer as well.

Add  som e cool  shades for  the stars layer.
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I nsert  fly ing Santa Clause silhouet te.

Go to  Channels Palet te and  loads select ion for  the white background -  use com m and  Ct r l  +  click  to  one of  channel

thum bnail.
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Return  to  the layers palet te and  clear  selected white background.

t ransform  this shape m ake it  sm aller,  apply  Fill =  0%  for  this layer.

Apply  Outer  Glow and  Gradient  Overlay  effects.
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All  content  is Copyright  © 2011  Alexandra Fom icheva and m ay  not  be  reproduced without  perm ission.

And here  is result !
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