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I f you tend to your fig t ree 
’ll weather the winter 

’ll have a sweet  reward as 

 

MCT /  Am y Peterson

—

“

” “

”

“ ’ ” and fruit ful, she 

says, looking up into its leafy branches. But  she is not  alone. 

I t  takes devot ion, knowledge, som e labor and som e luck, but  those 

determ ined to grow a favorite fig outside its natural clim ate zone will 

be r ichly rewarded. Many Rhode I slanders have fond m em ories of 

forebears from  warm er clim es coaxing them  to fruit  in back yards, 

either laying the t ree down and burying it ,  br inging it  into the garage 

or building a st ructure around it  to shelter it  from  our harsh winters, 

before later generat ions gave up, paved the garden for a dr iveway or 

Unlike other fruit  t rees, such as peaches, plum s and even apples, fig 

’t  need spraying to prevent  pests and diseases, and the fruit  
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“but  overall the fact  that  the 

” says Elliot t  Negin, 

“There are too 

”

Michael McConkey, owner of Edible Landscaping, says the top growth 

of fig t rees can be killed with winter tem peratures as relat ively warm  

as 20 degrees with sustained high winds. A shrub would typically 

regrow from  suckers and take two or three years to fruit  again. I n 

Rhode I sland, a t ree would need to be planted so it  could be sheltered 

from  tem peratures below about  20 degrees;  either in a large pot  or 

I n our area, grown in pots, the t rees are unlikely to grow as large as 

“ ’ ” says Cindy Brown, assistant  director of 

I n the past , McConkey has recom m ended four relat ively hardy 

variet ies for regional custom ers:  Celeste, English Brown Turkey, 

Hardy Chicago and Marseilles. He says it  m ay be t im e for gardeners to 

’t  like growing tom atoes. 

’s a lot  to learn about  how figs produce fruit ,  how the fruit  

r ipens, how to shelter the t rees from  the elem ents. You will probably 

be lugging a large t ree around in a pot  a few t im es a year. One frosty 

But , according to those who grow them , you have never really tasted 

’ve tasted one fresh from  the t ree. And the t rees 

them selves are beaut iful, with deeply cut  leaves, worth having even 

Som e that  are considered ext ra cold hardy are Desert  King, Mission 

’s an act ive Fig Forum  on Garden Web, with excellent  

inform at ion and a com m unity of fig fanat ics from  all over the count ry, 

even frosty Canada. They m ay also be able to help you ident ify an 
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heir loom  fig you have received from  a cut t ing. Visit  forum s.gardenweb.
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inform at ion related to this art icle. Please be civil. Vicious 

com m ents, personal at tacks and profanity are not  a llow ed. 
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