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We are seeking feedback and advice on your exper ience with creat ing snapshots of geospat ial data for your 

archives - -  versions of vector / raster  data and associated at t r ibutes for  your perm anent  records collect ions.  

Please take 10- 15 m inutes to answer up to 34 quest ions. 

This research project , including a summary of all the responses, aims to address digital preservat ion in a partnership 

with the Library of Congress and other support ive collaborators. This survey is a follow- up to a sim ilar study 

conducted in 2006. 

For more informat ion on how North Carolina is working on issues concerning digital geospat ial informat ion 

preservat ion, see ht tp: / / www.lib.ncsu.edu/ ncgdap/ partners.htm l

PLEASE NOTE:  This survey is NOT intended to address or include informat ion about  rout ine BACKUPS that  overwrite 

data for purposes such as disaster recovery. We are interested in finding out  about  data being retained for histor ical 

or archival purposes.

BACKUPS periodically (night ly/  weekly)  capture act ive datasets and are intended to provide a m eans to restore 

changing records that  have been deleted or dest royed. The purpose of a back- up is to manage short  term risk and 

address disaster recovery. Typically these snapshots are only retained for a few days or weeks before being 

overwr it ten by newer snapshots.

ARCHI VI NG data on the other hand involves the long term  collect ion and m aintenance of data snapshots retained 

permanent ly that  can be ut ilized to help manage long term risk ( i.e. regulatory/  legal requirements)  while allowing 

ongoing access to authent ic histor ical data for  the purposes of analysis or  cultural preservat ion.

1 . Please fill out  your contact  info to help us keep t rack of respondents

Please answer all quest ions only as they relate to data snapshots created for  long- term  retent ion, exclusive of 

regular backups.

2 . Do you create and retain periodic snapshots of any VECTOR datasets/  layers for 

long term  retent ion/  archival purposes? 

Frequency of Capture of Geospat ia l Data

Contact  I nfo

*
Nam e:

Organizat ion:

Address:

Address 2 :

City/ Tow n:

St a t e :

ZI P/ Post a l Code:

Em ail Address:

Phone Num ber:

Captur ing Snapshots of Geospat ia l Data

*

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj
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3 . How  often do you m ake snapshots of PARCEL geom etry for long term  retent ion/  

archival purposes? ( choose frequency closest  to your pract ice)  

4 . I n w hat  form ats do you save PARCEL geom etry snapshots w hen archiving them ? 

( check all that  apply)  

5 . I s the archived PARCEL geom etry stored in the sam e data form at  used for 

m aintenance and analysis? 

6 . Are PARCEL at tr ibutes ( such as tax record inform at ion)  saved w ith the PARCEL 

geom etry data?

7 . How  often do you m ake snapshots of STREET CENTERLI NE geom etry for long 

term  retent ion/  archival purposes? ( choose frequency closest  to your pract ice)  

Cadastral Data Quest ions

*

Cadastral Cont inued

*

*

*

Street  Centerline Quest ions

*

Street  Center line Cont inued

Annual ly
 

nmlkj

Every  6  Mont hs
 

nmlkj

Quar t er ly
 

nmlkj

Mont h ly
 

nmlkj

Week ly  or  Dai ly
 

nmlkj

Not  Saved
 

nmlkj

Sh apef i le
 

gfedc

Geod at ab ase
 

gfedc

Ar c Cov er age
 

gfedc

Ar c I n t er change ( e00)
 

gfedc

ASCI I  ( i . e . t x t )
 

gfedc

XML
 

gfedc

Ot her
 

gfedc

Not  Sure
 

gfedc

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Not  Sure
 

nmlkj

Yes,  as at t ached  at t r ibu t es
 

nmlkj

Yes,  in  a  separ at e t ab le
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Not  Sure
 

nmlkj

Annual ly
 

nmlkj

Every  6  Mont hs
 

nmlkj

Quar t er ly
 

nmlkj

Mont h ly
 

nmlkj

Week ly  or  Dai ly
 

nmlkj

Not  Saved
 

nmlkj
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8 . I n w hat  form ats do you save STREET CENTERLI NE geom etry snapshots w hen 

archiving them ? ( check all that  apply)  

9 . I s the archived STREET CENTERLI NE geom etry stored in the sam e data form at  

used for m aintenance and analysis? 

1 0 . Are STREET at t r ibutes ( i.e . st reet  nam e)  saved w ith the STREET CENTERLI NE 

geom etry? 

1 1 . For w hich of the follow ing JURI SDI CTI ONAL BOUNDARY datasets do you create 

snapshots for  long term  retent ion/  archival purposes? ( check all that  apply)  

1 2 . How  often do you m ake snapshots of JURI SDI CTI ONAL BOUNDARY geom etry 

for  archival purposes? ( choose frequency closest  to your pract ice)  

*

*

*

Jurisdict ional Boundary Data Quest ions

*

Jurisdict ional Boundaries Cont inued

*

Sh apef i le
 

gfedc

Geod at ab ase
 

gfedc

Ar c Cov er age
 

gfedc

Ar c I n t er change ( e00)
 

gfedc

ASCI I  ( i . e . t x t )
 

gfedc

XML
 

gfedc

Ot her
 

gfedc

Not  Sure
 

gfedc

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Not  Sure
 

nmlkj

Yes,  as at t ached  at t r ibu t es
 

nmlkj

Yes,  in  a  separ at e t ab le
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Not  Sure
 

nmlkj

Coun t y  Boundar ies
 

gfedc

Mun icipal  Boundar ies
 

gfedc

Ext rat er r i t or ial Jur isdict ions
 

gfedc

None
 

gfedc

Any  t im e an  of f icial  boundar y  change occur s
 

nmlkj

Annual ly
 

nmlkj

Every  6  Mont hs
 

nmlkj

Quar t er ly
 

nmlkj

Mont h ly
 

nmlkj

Week ly  or  Dai ly
 

nmlkj

Not  Sure
 

nmlkj
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1 3 . I n w hat  form ats do you save JURI SDI CTI ONAL BOUNDARY geom etry snapshots 

w hen archiving them ? ( check all that  apply)  

1 4 . I s the archived JURI SDI CTI ONAL BOUNDRY geom etry stored in the sam e data 

form at  used for m aintenance and analysis? 

1 5 . How  often do you m ake snapshots of ZONI NG geom etry for long term  retent ion/  

archival purposes? ( choose frequency closest  to your pract ice)  

1 6 . I n w hat form ats do you save ZONI NG geom etry snapshots w hen archiving them ? 

( check all that  apply)  

1 7 . I s the archived ZONI NG geom etry stored in the sam e data form at used for 

m aintenance and analysis? 

*

*

Zoning Data Quest ions

*

Zoning Cont inued

*

*

Sh apef i le
 

gfedc

Geod at ab ase
 

gfedc

Ar c Cov er age
 

gfedc

Ar c I n t er change ( e00)
 

gfedc

ASCI I  ( i . e . t x t )
 

gfedc

XML
 

gfedc

Ot her
 

gfedc

Not  Sure
 

gfedc

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Not  Sure
 

nmlkj

Annual ly
 

nmlkj

Every  6  Mont hs
 

nmlkj

Quar t er ly
 

nmlkj

Mont h ly
 

nmlkj

Week ly  or  Dai ly
 

nmlkj

Any  t im e a zon ing  change occu r s
 

nmlkj

Not  Saved
 

nmlkj

Sh apef i le
 

gfedc

Geod at ab ase
 

gfedc

Ar c Cov er age
 

gfedc

Ar c I n t er change ( e00)
 

gfedc

ASCI I  ( i . e . t x t )
 

gfedc

XML
 

gfedc

Ot her
 

gfedc

Not  Sure
 

gfedc

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Not  Sure
 

nmlkj
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1 8 . Are ZONI NG attributes saved w ith ZONI NG geom etry?

1 9 . How  often do you capture these addit ional VECTOR layers for your archives or 

long term  retent ion? ( check Not  Applicable if you don't  archive this layer)

2 0 . How  far back do your archive of vector data snapshots go?

2 1 . W hich RASTER datasets do you archive? ( check all that  apply)

*

Other Vector Layers/  Archive Tim efram e

*

 

  Mont h ly Quar t er ly Annual ly Not  Appl icable

Addr ess Poin t s nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Airpor t s & Air f ields nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Elect ion / Vot ing nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Elev at ion  ( Spot  poin t s,  

Con t ou r s)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Em er gency / 911  ( pol ice/  

f i r e st at ions/ precinct s)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Geodet ic Con t r o l  Poin t s/  

Net works
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Hy dr ogr aphy /  Wat er shed 

bou n dar ies
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Lan d  Use nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Rai l r oad  Lin es nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Schools ( d ist r ict s,  

locat ions,  et c)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Ut il i t ies ( wat er /  sewer  

l ines,  et c)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

*

Raster/ Ortho/  Historical Maps

*

 

Yes,  as at t ached  at t r ibu t es
 

nmlkj

Yes,  in  a  separ at e t ab le
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Not  Sure
 

nmlkj

Ot her  Vect or  Lay er s?( p lease speci f y )

 

Mor e t han  5  y ear s
 

nmlkj

3 - 5  y ear s
 

nmlkj

1 - 2  y ear s
 

nmlkj

Less t han  1  y ear
 

nmlkj

Dig i t al  Or t hophot os
 

gfedc

Elevat ion  ( i . e.  DEM)
 

gfedc

Lan d  Cov er
 

gfedc

Sat el l i t e im ager y
 

gfedc

We don ' t  ar ch iv e r ast er  dat a
 

gfedc

Ot her  Rast er  lay er s? ( p lease speci f y )
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2 2 . How  are historic/  superceded digital ORTHOPHOTOS being stored? ( check all 

that  apply)

2 3 . For w hat  t im e period does your locality retain historic/  superseded DI GI TAL 

ORTHOPHOTOS? 

2 4 . Have you created digita l versions of any of the follow ing?

2 5 . W hat  METADATA types are saved w ith the snapshot  data?

2 6 . Are updates m ade to the m etadata record once the dataset  is form ally archived 

( to reflect  the data's new  status as "archived" and/ or describe any processing that  

m ay have taken place) ? ( choose one)

*

*

*

 

Metadata/  Data Storage

*

*

Tap e
 

gfedc

CD
 

gfedc

DVD
 

gfedc

Ex t ernal Hard Dr ive
 

gfedc

Ser v er  or  On l ine St or age
 

gfedc

Ot her
 

gfedc

Not  St ored
 

gfedc

10+  year s
 

nmlkj

5 - 9  Year s
 

nmlkj

2 - 4  Year s
 

nmlkj

We j ust  r et a in  t he last  p r ev ious ( super seded)  copy  and  

cur rent  or t hos

nmlkj

We d o n ’t  r et ain  h ist or ic Or t hophot os
 

nmlkj

Hist or ic har dcopy  m aps,  scanned on ly
 

gfedc

Hist or ic har dcopy  m aps,  scanned  and  geor efer enced
 

gfedc

Aer ia l  phot os,  scanned on ly
 

gfedc

Aer ia l  phot os,  scanned  and  geor efer enced
 

gfedc

None
 

gfedc

I f  YES,  Please l ist  any  h ist or ic m aps t hat  hav e been  d ig i t ized /  v ect or ized  for  analy t ical  pu r poses.

 

FGDC for m at
 

gfedc

Local ly  def in ed  m et adat a
 

gfedc

NC OneMap m et adat a st ar t er  b lock
 

gfedc

None
 

gfedc

Not  Sure
 

gfedc

YES
 

nmlkj

NO
 

nmlkj

N/ A ( Not  Sure)
 

nmlkj
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2 7 . I n w hat  STORAGE environm ent  are the archived ( non- Ortho)  snapshot  data 

saved? ( check all that  apply)

2 8 . I s data COMPRESSED prior to saving for archives?

2 9 . W here physically, are the archive data stored?

Uses of histor ic data and public access.

3 0 . W hat  local business RULES and/ or USES drive the long- term  retent ion of 

geospat ia l data in your jur isdict ion? ( check all that  apply)

3 1 . How  w ould you best  describe ACCESS to your data once it  has been archived? 

*

*

 

*

Current  Pract ices - -  Use and Access

*

*

 

Tap e
 

gfedc

CD
 

gfedc

DVD
 

gfedc

Ex t ernal Hard Dr ive
 

gfedc

Ser v er  or  On l ine St or age
 

gfedc

Ot her
 

gfedc

N/ A
 

gfedc

YES
 

nmlkj

NO
 

nmlkj

N/ A ( Not  Sure)
 

nmlkj

I f  YES,  w hat  t ool / t echn ique used ( i , e,  WinZ ip ,  RAR,  et c)

 

On si t e
 

nmlkj

Of fsi t e
 

nmlkj

Bot h  Onsi t e and  Of f si t e
 

nmlkj

N/ A ( Not  Sure)
 

nmlkj

I n for m at ion  t echnology  pol icy
 

gfedc

Recor ds r et en t ion  pol icy
 

gfedc

Tax  adm in ist r at ion  r u les
 

gfedc

Legal  or  st at u t or y  pu r poses
 

gfedc

Ch an ge an a ly sis ( lan du se/ lan d  

cov er ,  popu lat ion ,  et c)

gfedc

Hist or ic m app ing
 

gfedc

Cult u r al  p r eser v at ion
 

gfedc

Ot her
 

gfedc

N/ A
 

gfedc

On l ine/  open  pub l ic access
 

gfedc

Onl ine/  r est r ict ed access
 

gfedc

Of f l ine/  By  r equest  on ly
 

gfedc

Media not  easi ly  accessib le ( v au l t )
 

gfedc

N/ A ( Not  Sure)
 

gfedc

I f  m u l t ip le,  p lease ex p lain  ( i . e Or t hos:  on l ine/  pub l ic,  Par cel :  by  r equest )
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3 2 . How  are archived data being used in your county/  m unicipality?

Thank you for com plet ing this survey. 

When you hit  "DONE" you will see results to date in a separate window.

As always, your help is m uch appreciated. 

For more informat ion on how North Carolina is working on issues concerning digital geospat ial informat ion 

preservat ion, see ht tp: / / www.lib.ncsu.edu/ ncgdap/ partners.htm l

3 3 . Please add any addit ional com m ents, clar ificat ions or quest ions:

3 4 . W ould you like to part icipate in FORUMS concerning preservat ion of local 

geospat ial data?

The Last  Page

Yes
 

nmlkj Not  sure
 

nmlkj No
 

nmlkj


