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The Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and
Ethnicity is a university-wide interdisciplinary
researchinstitute.Itsgoalistodeepenourunder-
standing of the causes of and solutions to racial
and ethnic disparities and hierarchies. This in-
cludesanexplicit focusonOhioand theUnited
States,butalsotheAmericasandourlargerglo-
balcommunity.Ourprimaryfocusistoincrease
generalunderstandingthat,despitemanydiffer-
ences,humandestiniesareintertwined.Thus,the
Instituteexploresandillustratesbothourdiversity
andcommonhumanityinrealterms.

The Institute brings together a diverse and
creative group of scholars and researchers from
variousdisciplinestofocusonthehistories,pres-
entconditions,andthefutureprospectsofracially
andethnicallymarginalizedpeople.Informedby
real-worldneeds,itsworkstrivestomeaningfully
impactpoliciesandpractices.

The Institutealso focuseson the interrelatedness
of race and ethnicity with other factors, such
as gender, class, and culture, and how these are
embedded in structures and systems. Collabora-
tion with other institutions and organizations
aroundtheworldandongoingrelationshipswith
realpeople,realcommunities,andrealissuesarea
vitalpartofitswork.

TheInstituteemploysmanyapproachestofulfill-
ing its mission: original research, publications,
comparative analyses, surveys, convenings, and
conferences. It ispartofa rich intellectual com-
munity and draws upon the insight and energy
ofthefacultyandstudentsatOhioState.

WhiletheInstitutefocusesonmarginalizedracial
andethniccommunities,itunderstandsthatthese
communitiesexistinrelationtoothercommuni-
tiesandthatfosteringtheserelationshipsdeepens
thepossibilityofchange.Itisthesincerehopeand
goalofallofusthattheInstitutegivestransform-
ativemeaningtobothourdiversityandourcom-
monhumanity.
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AnupdateofactivitiesfromtheKirwan

InstitutefortheStudyofRaceandEthnicity

“Despitemanydifferences,
humandestiniesareintertwined.”
–fromtheKirwanInstituteMissionStatement
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InthisissueofUPdate,weturnourattentiontotheupcomingpresidential
election.Eveninthesimpleactofcastingaballot,racematters.Through
variousUPdatearticles,wetakealookatvotingthrougharaciallens.“Election

LawandCivilRightsin2004”byResearch
AssistantsSomaMandal,LaurenHilland
StephenMenendianandthe“Q&A”sectionby
ResearchAssociateBeckyMillardexaminehow
ourrighttovoteisorisnotprotectedbythe
UnitedStatesConstitution.In“UncertainState
ofElectionReform,”MoritzCollegeofLaw
AssistantProfessorDanielTokajidiscussesthe
HelpAmericaVoteAct,anewlawthatpurports
toensurebettercountingofvotes.Senior
AttorneyforAdvancementProject,Edward
Hailes,describesoneofAdvancementProject’s
voterprotectioninitiatives.WealsoUPdateyou
oncurrentKirwanInstituteresearchprojects,
ournewstaffmembers,andtheKirwanInstitute
smallgrantprogramandfellowship.

Thispresidentialelectioniscriticalasournationmustaddressnewandoldpressing
issues.Thereisobviouslytheissueofnationalsecurity.Butthereareotherissuesthat
remaincentraltothewell-beingofthecountryandourmarginalizedcommunities.
Theseincludebutarenotlimitedtoeducation,housing,criminaljustice,health,our
fiscalstructure,jobs,andtheenvironment.Alloftheseissuesarebeingimpacted
andreframedbyglobalization.Notonlyaretheseissuesimportant,buttheyare
alsointerrelated;theyaffectusnotjustatthenationallevelbutalsoinourvery
neighborhoodsandhomes.Ifwearetoseriouslyparticipateinframinganyofthese
issues,broad-basedcivilandpoliticalparticipationiscritical.However,marginalized
communitiesoftendonotparticipateinpoliticalprocessesforanumberofreasons.
Forone,theyareoftenencouragednottoparticipate.Oursocietyhashadahistory
oftryingtokeepcertaingroupsout.Oneonlyhastothinkofthepolltax,literacy
tests,andthewhiteprimary1asexamples.Andwhenthosegroupsareallowedto
participateuninhibited,itisoftenbegrudgingly.Evenwiththeseoppressivetactics
behindustherearenewbarrierssetbeforeus—barrierslikefelonydisenfranchisement.

Mostscholarsagreethatvotingparticipationwouldincreasesubstantiallyiftwo
keyinitiativeswereenacted:same-dayregistrationandconductingfederalelections
onanationalholidayorduringtheweekend.Wheneverthesepossibilitiesare
raised,therearealwaysreasonsgiventomaintainthestatusquo.Onereasonthat
isnotmentionedbutiscertainlyamajorconsiderationisthatthesechangesmight
bringmarginalizedpopulationsintothevotingboothsingreaternumbers.

Therearemanyotherreasonsthatpoliticalparticipationistoolowfrommarginalized
communities.Manypeopledonotbelievethatthetwodominantpartiesoffermeaningful
alternatives,orthatthingswillchange.Othersfeelthatthestructureofourelectoral
system,withitsElectoralCollegeandwinner-take-allprocess,hurtspeopleofcolor.While
theseareallissuesthatrequireattentionandpossiblychange,theydonotexcuseusfrom
participatinginthesystemasitiscurrentlystructuredasweworktomakethingsbetter.

ExecutiveNotes

Professorjohna.powell

INSIDE:TheUncertainStateofElectionReform•ElectionLawandCivilRights•KnowYourRightsasaVoter•VotingFacts



Anestimated4millionto6millionvoteswere
lostinthe2000election,duetofaulty
votingequipment,registrationerrors,and

pollingplacemistakes.TheHelpAmericaVote
Actof2002(HAVA)purportedtodealwiththese
problemsandpromisedmajorchangesintheway
thatelectionsareconductedwithintheUnited
States.Itremainstobeseen,however,whetherthis
promisewillbefulfilled.

Oneofthemostimportantthingsthenewlaw
doesistoprovidefundingforthereplacementof
antiquatedvotingequipmentliketheinfamous
hangingchadpunchcard.HAVAalsoincludes
arequirementthat,by2006,eachpollingplace
haveatleastoneaccessiblevotingunitthatwill
allowpeoplewithvisualimpairmentsandother
disabilitiestovoteindependently.Inaddition,
HAVArequiresthatvotingequipmentprovide
alternativelanguageaccessibilityforthosewhose
firstlanguageisnotEnglish.

Unfortunately,manystateswillstillbeusing
unreliableandinaccessibleequipmentin2004.
InOhio,anestimated70percentofcitizenswill
voteusingthesamepunchcardballotsthatcaused
somanyproblemsin2000—andthathavean
especiallynegativeimpactonpeopleofcolor.In
HamiltonCounty,forexample,punchcardsresult
inatleastfivetimesasmany“overvotes”inAfrican
Americanprecinctsastheydoinnon-African
Americanprecincts.Ineffect,theuseofthepunch
cardconstitutesaformofinstitutionalracism,
effectivelydenyingthevotesofmanypeopleof
color.Whencountiesmovetomorereliablevoting
technology,theracialgapinuncountedvotesis
reducedconsiderablyand,accordingtoonerecent
study,iseliminatedalmostcompletely.

AnotherHAVAprovisiondesignedtominimize
thenumberoflostvotesisitsrequirementthatall
jurisdictionsinstitute“provisionalvoting.”TheU.S.
CommissiononCivilRightsfoundthatcountless
eligiblevoters,manyofthempeopleofcolor,were
wronglypreventedfromvotinginFlorida’s2000
electionduetoregistrationerrors.Underthenew
law,voterswhosenamesdon’tappearontherolls
mustbeallowedtocastconditionalballots,which
willbecountediftheyarelaterdeterminedeligible.

Somecivilrightsadvocatesarenevertheless
concernedthattherewillbedisparitiesintheway
thatHAVAisimplemented,whichcouldresultin
votingrightsbeingdeniedinthecomingelection.
Amongthepotentialproblemsare:

(1)Inconsistenciesintheapplication
ofHAVA’sIDrequirement.
UnderHAVA,somefirst-timevoterswhoregistered
bymailafterJanuary1,2003,willberequiredto

presentphoto
identificationorother
proofofaddressatthe
pollingplace.There’s
arealdangerthatvoterswhoaren’tsubjecttothis
requirementwillneverthelessbeaskedtoshowID.
Inaddition,theremaywellbealackofclarityasto
whatcountsasanacceptableformofidentification.
Thediscretionexercisedbypollworkerscouldlead
toinconsistenciesbetweencountiesandpossiblyto
racialdiscrimination.

(2)Inconsistenciesincounting
provisionalballots.
WhileHAVA’sprovisionalvotingrequirement
offersthepossibilityofavoidinglostvotesdue
toregistrationfoul-ups,thereisevidenceof
confusionamongelectionofficialsresponsiblefor
implementingthisrequirement.Somecountiesare
takingthepositionthatprovisionalballotswon’tbe
countedunlessvoterspresentID,contrarytothe
law’sintent.Inaddition,thereareopenquestions
astowhetherprovisionalballotswillbecounted
wherevotersmistakenlygotothewrongprecinct.
Asthisarticlegoestopress,itappearsthatthe
OhioSecretaryofStatehasprovidedverylimited
guidancetocountiesinhowtheprovisionalvoting
requirementshouldbeimplemented,leadingtoa
substantialpossibilitythattherewillbedisparities
betweencounties.

(3)Registrationerrorsand
misinformation.
HAVArequiresthatmail-inregistrationforms
includeboxes,indicatingthatthevoterisacitizen
andatleast18yearsold.Butwhathappensifthe
voterneglectstocheckthebox?It’squitepossible
thatmanypeoplewhobelievedtheywereregistered
willbeleftofftherollsandpreventedfromvoting.
There’salsotheproblemofpeoplebeingpurged
fromvotingrollserroneouslyordeniedtherightto
registeronthegroundthatthey’reformerfelons,
despitethefactthat,inOhioandotherstates,those
whohavecompletedtheirsentenceshavetheright
tovote.

The2000electionlaidbarethedeficienciesinthe
infrastructureoftheUnitedStates’democracy.
Whileelectionreformwasclearlyneeded,the
devilisinthedetails.There’sgoodreasontobe
concernedthatthosedetailswillbethesourceof
newproblems—andmoreviolationsoftherightto
vote—inthisyear’selection.

FormoreinformationontheHelpAmericaVote
Act,pleasevisitwww.sos.state.oh.us/sos/hava/
index.htmlandclickonthelinktitledLegislation.

TheUncertainStateofElectionReform:
LookforTheseProblemsin2004

 ProfessorDanielP.Tokaji
 MoritzCollegeofLaw

(continuedfrompage1)

Changeswillnotoccurbysitting
onthesideline.Itiscriticalthatwe
getcivicallyinvolved.Votingisan
importantpartofcivicinvolvement.

Ofcourse,votingbyitselfisnota
cureforallsocietalills,but
withoutvotingthereisvirtually
nochanceofbuildingasociety
thatisfairtoallcitizens.Whatisat
stakeisnotjustthiselection—as
importantasitis—orjustour
schoolsorourneighborhoods.At
stakeisourfutureandouractive
membershipinsociety.

Rememberthatthe
lastdaytoregister
tovoteinOhiois
October4!
InOhioyoucanregistertovoteat
thefollowinglocations:

• TheofficeoftheSecretaryof
StateofOhio
• TheSecretaryofStateClient
ServicesCenter,30EastBroad
Street,Columbus
• Theboardofelectionsofficein
yourcounty(Itisalwayslistedin
thephonebookunder
“GovernmentOfficesCounty.”)
• AnyOhioBureauofMotor
VehiclesofficeorBMVregistrar
• Anypublicorvocationalschool
• Publiclibraries
• Yourcountytreasurer’soffice

Also,makesurethatwhereveryou
registertovotetheysendyour
informationtothecorrectboardof
elections.Ifyouresideinastate
otherthanOhio,pleasecheckthe
votingregistrationdatesandrulesof
yourstate.

Getinvolvedandvote!

Sincerely,

Professorjohna.powell
ExecutiveDirector
1www.rra.dst.tx.us/c_t/history1/
WHITE%20PRIMARY.cfm.
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TheAssociationofCommunityOrganizationsforReform
Now(ACORN),thenation’slargestcommunityorganization
oflowandmoderateincomefamilies,iscurrentlyheading

theImmigrantVote2004campaign,avotingdriveandregistration
forumfocusedontheimmigrantvoteintheUnitedStates.
Individualscanvolunteertoparticipateinvoterregistrationdrives
attheColumbuschapterandmustattendanorientation.Forfurther
informationregardingACORNandtheirothercampaignsand
activities,contactthelocalColumbuschapterorvisittheACORN
websiteatwww.acorn.org.

ElectionLaw@Moritz,locatedatTheOhioStateUniversityMoritz
CollegeofLaw,presentscurrentinformationonlawsthatgovern
federal,state,andlocalelections.TheElectionLaw@Moritzwebsite
containsanonlinereferenceguidethathighlightscurrent
electionlawaswellasmorespecificvoting,candidate,and
campaignissues.ElectionLaw@Moritzalsoprovidesup-to-
dateweeklynewsarticlesandcommentaryonvotingrights,
disenfranchisement,andcampaignissues.Visit
moritzlaw.osu.edu/electionlaw.

TheNAACPVoterEmpowermentProgramisacampaign
thataimstoempowertheAfricanAmericancommunityby
increasingparticipationandawarenessofpoliticalprocesses
infederal,state,andlocalelections.Inaddition,theNAACP
VoterEmpowermentProgramprovidessupportservicesto
localandstateNAACPchapterstosupportthisprogramin
everyfacet.Thenationalwebsitecontainsadownloadable
voterregistrationformatwww.naacp.org/work/voter/voter_
empowerment.shtml.

RollingThunder,adivisionoftheGamalielFoundation’s
GetOutTheVoteCampaign(GOTV),ispresentingaseriesof
26masseducationalmeetingsthatwillmobilize67,000people
acrossthecountryfromJulytoOctober2004.Localmeeting
datesandlocationsarelistedinthe“UPcomingEvents”
sectiononpage12.orvisitwww.gamaliel.org.

VoteExplosion!isaColumbus,Ohio,basednonpartisanvolunteer
grassrootsinitiativededicatedtovotingawarenessandregistration.
VoteExplosion!planstoregisterasmanypeopleaspossibleby
theOhioOctober4registrationdeadline.Theirwebsitecontains
informationonhowtoregister,aswellashowtovolunteerforVote
Explosion!.Thesitealsocontainslinksthatmaybeusefulforvoters
specificallyinthecityofColumbusandinthestateofOhio.Find
themonlineatwww.vote-explosion.org.

ElectionOhioisaninformationalwebsitethatcontains
linkstoboardofelectionsinformationforallcounties,voter
registrationforms,electioncalendars,electionnews,voters’
guides,andmore.Thesitealsohasalinktoliveelectionresultsat
www.electionohio.com.

Additionalwebsitescontainingvoterinformation:

• Smart Voter www.smartvoter.org 

• The Center for Voting and Democracy www.fairvote.org 

• Project Vote Smart www.vote-smart.org 

• Your Vote Matters www.yourvotematters.org has a voter registration form 

• People for the American Way                          
 www.pfaw.org/pfaw/general/default.aspx?oid=15275 has Ohio’s Voting 

Bill of Rights

• American Civil Liberties Union www.aclu.org look under the Issues menu 
for voting rights

• National Voting Rights Institute www.nvri.org 

• Offi cial web site of Secretary of State Kenneth Blackwell 
www.state.oh.us/sos/ 

• 2004 Presidential Election (offi cial web site) www.presidentialelection.com

• Politics.com www.politics.com2 3

voterinformation

LocalandNationalVoterEducation/RegistrationProtectionInitiatives

DameionWagner,SummerResearchAssistant

Ohiosuffragetterally



ElectionLawandCivilRights
in2004

LaurenHill,SomaMandal, 
andStephenMenendian
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KnowYourRights
asaVoter

The last day to register to vote in Ohio 
is October 4, 2004. Check your secretary 
of state’s web site for details on voting 
requirements in your state.

• If you have moved within the same 
precinct or changed your name, you have 
the right to vote at that same assigned 
polling place.10

• If your name is not on the list of 
registered voters or you are a fi rst-time 
voter who registered by mail and you do 
not have identifi cation and you did not 
include a copy of your identifi cation with 
your application, you have the right to 
vote by provisional ballot.11

• If you have moved from one precinct to 
another within the same county or moved 
from one precinct to another and changed 
your name, you have the right to vote at 
the polling place in the precinct in which 
you currently live, at a site designated by 
the board of elections or by an absentee 
ballot.12 

• If you have moved to a different county, 
you have the right to vote at a site 
designated by the board of elections or 
by an absentee ballot if you are unable to 
appear in person.13 

• You have the right to vote without 
presenting any identifi cation after the 
election offi cials have verifi ed your 
signature.14 Voters who are subject to the 
ID requirement have the right to cast a 
provisional ballot in these circumstances. 
Others have a right to cast a regular ballot 
without having to show identifi cation. 

• In Ohio, if you make a mistake and 
“spoil” your paper ballot, you have the 
right to receive another ballot and vote. 
You cannot receive more than three 
ballots.15

For more information, please visit 
moritzlaw.osu.edu/electionlaw/procedures_
rules01.html.

Priortothe1965VotingRightsAct,several
methodswereemployedtolimitblack
votingandpoliticalpower.Muchlike

JimCrowandotherlawsdenyingwomen,
illiterates,immigrants,andthepoorfromvoting,
improperpurgingandthedenialofdemocratic
righthasoccurredinrecenttimes.Similartothepoll
tax,literacytest,grandfatherclause,theuseofmultiple
ballots,andphysicalintimidation,deceptivemethodsare
stillusedtodaytosuppresstheminorityvote.2Thehistoryof
votingrightsillustratestherealitythatthelawisnotenoughto
protectactualprocessesofvoting.

Inthe2000presidentialelection,millionsofAmericanscastballotsthatnoone
counted.HalfoftherejectedballotswerecastbyAfricanAmericanswhoconstituteonly
12percentoftheelectorate.3TheU.S.CivilRightsCommissionconcludedthat,ofthe
179,855ballotsinvalidatedbyFloridaofficials,53percentwerecastbyblackvoters.In
Florida,ablackcitizenwas10timesaslikelytohaveavoterejectedasawhitevoter.4
CivilRightsCommissionerChristopherEdley,recentlyappointeddeanofBoaltHall
SchoolofLawatU.C.Berkeley,tooktheFloridastudynationwide.Histeamdiscovered
thedisturbingfactthatwhatoccurredinFloridawasnotatypicalbutoccurred
nationwide.

PurgingofRegistrationListsandMinorities5

Duringthe2000presidentialelection,therewasmassconfusioninFloridaoverwhich
precinctsvotersweretovotein.Explosivepopulationgrowthhadledtothecreationof
newprecinctsandsplitupolderprecinctsthatvotershadutilizedforyears.Thelatest
censusdatarevealsthatblacksandLatinosarefarmorelikelythanwhitestomove
becauseofimpoverishment.Asaresult,theyarelesslikelytoknowthecorrectprecinct
inwhichtovoteafterarecentmove.

FelonyDisenfranchisement6

AccordingtoTheSentencingProject,acriminaljusticeresearchandadvocacygroup,
morethan4millionAmericansnationwide,nearlyhalfofwhomareblackmen,are
unabletovotebecauseoflawsthatbarfelons.7WiththeexceptionofVermontand
Maine,whichallowincarceratedpeopletovote,everystatehassomevotingrestrictions
forfelons.Somelaws,includingFlorida’s,dateallthewaybacktoReconstruction,and
staterulesforgrantingclemencyvarywidely.InOhio,felonsareautomaticallyrestored
therighttovoteuponrelease.Whileincarcerated,citizenshavetherighttovoteunless
convictedofafelony.Uponreleaseofconvictionforafelony,apersonregainstheright
tovoteafterre-registering,evenifthepersonisonprobationorparole.8Thefailureto
reinstateanex-felon’srighttovoteinstatessuchasFloridanotonlyharmstheminority
communitypoliticallybutalsoinducesapsychologyofalienationandunsuccessful
integrationbackintosociety.

MultilingualVotingInstructions
Federallawrequiresballotstobeprintedintwolanguagesinanycountyinwhich
voting-agecitizenswithEnglish-languagedeficienciesmakeupatleast5percentofthe
population.TheDepartmentofJusticeiscurrentlyinvestigatingpossibleviolations
ofthefederalVotingRightsAct,underwhichseveralFloridacountiesaremandated
toprovidebilingualassistancebecauseofarepeatedhistoryofdiscriminatingagainst
immigrantvoters.“Thefailuretoprovideproperlanguagesupportresultedin
widespreadvoterdisenfranchisementofpossiblyseveralthousandSpanish-speaking
votersinCentralFlorida,”theU.S.CommissiononCivilRightsconcludedinastudy
designedtoidentifyvotingirregularitiesinthe2000presidentialelection.9Furthermore,
thetonewithwhichofficerspresentvotingrequirementsmayinstillhesitationinLatino
andnewcitizenimmigrantsfromparticipatingintheAmericandemocraticprocess.



AdvancementProject:ClearingthePathtoJustDemocracy

EdwardA.Hailes,SeniorAttorney
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AdvancementProjectisademocracy
andjusticeactiongroupthatworks
withcommunitiesseekingtobuilda
fairandjustmultiracialdemocracyin
America.Usinglaw,publicpolicy,and
strategiccommunications,Advancement
Projectactsinpartnershipwith
localcommunitiestoadvance
universalopportunity,equity,
andaccessforthoseleftbehind
inAmerica.www.advancement
project.org/mission.html

As the country prepares for the 2004 election, 
we at Advancement Project are determined 
to prevent what occurred during the 2000 

presidential election in Florida. In the aftermath of 
the 2000 election, we documented the egregious 
violations of democracy, especially their devastating 
impact on communities of color and immigrants in 
Florida. Oursubsequentreport,America’sModern
PollTax,locatesthecausesandconsequences
ofmassstructuraldisenfranchisementthat
pervadesthecurrentvotingsystem.Thisyear,
weare operationalizing the lessons we have 
learned by scrutinizing election preparations 
so that problems—includinginexplicably
slowprocessingofvoterregistrationforms,
haphazardlytrainedofficials,frequentlyrelocatedpolling
places,andrecklesspurgingofvoterrolls—can be identifi ed and 

fi xed in advance of the general election.We call this campaign 
Clearing the Path to Just Democracy.

ThroughClearingthePath,wewanttotransformelectionpractices
andcleartheobstaclesthathavepreventedfartoomanycitizens
fromcivicparticipation.“Wewanttotransformelectionpractices
andcleartheobstaclesthathavepreventedfartoomanycitizens

fromcivicparticipation.Webeganthisworkearlyin
2004,byresearchingandexplicatingthe
Byzantinetangleoflocal,state,and
federalelectionlawsthatcreatenew
barriersinseveralstatesandcounties
withsordidhistoriesofstructural
disenfranchisement.Wealsobegan
monitoringtheconductofpresidential
primaryelectionstopinpointtrouble
spots.Mostimportantly,webegan
networkingaboutthisissuewithourmany
colleaguesinvolvedinthelabor-intensive
fieldworkofnonpartisanvoterregistration
efforts.Withthem,webegantobuild
collaborativerelationshipsthatwouldcreate
anearlywarningsystemtoalertusofpotential
problemsinregistrationprocessing,polling
placepreparation,voterintimidationschemes,
andmyriadothersystemicfailuresthatthreaten
topreventcitizensfromvotingorprecludetheir
votesbeingcorrectlytallied.

EdwardA.Hailes

Photooforiginal1914FranklinCountyOhio
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Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity, 
The Civil Rights Project at Harvard, Aspen 
Roundtable, and the Philanthropic Initiative 
for Racial Equity.

The goals of the caucus are: (1) To identify 
and bring together those who of us who are 
working on structural racism; (2) To pool 
our research and refi ne our understandings 
of structural racism; (3) To determine what 
is missing from our research; (4) To devise 
ways to make transparent to the average 
American the reality and harms of structural 
racism; and (5) To effect policy change that 
will dismantle structural racism.

AnalyzingHousingNeedsin
FranklinCounty,Ohio,
AttheRequestofBuilding
Responsibility,Equity,and
Dignity(BREAD)
The Kirwan Institute is identifying housing 
needs and burdens by various income levels, 
race, and family status within neighborhoods 
in Franklin County. The data collected will 
provide better insight into the quantifi able 
need for affordable housing throughout the 
county.

Southern United States, a regionally and 
racially unique area, distinct problems of 
impoverished communities can be more 
accurately outlined. 

TheImpactofMass
Incarceration
In conjunction with The Ohio State 
University’s Criminal Justice Research 
Center, the Kirwan Institute is studying “the 
effects of incarceration levels of violent and 
property crime for local communities in 
Columbus, Ohio.”16

ResourceGuides
The institute is dedicated to compiling a 
list of resources related to diversity made 
available for researchers, advocacy groups, 
policymakers, etc. Current projects include 
The Ohio State University Diversity Resource 
Guide and the institutes database.

StructuralRacismInitiative
The Kirwan Institute is helping to organize 
a caucus of stakeholders focused around 
defi ning structural racism, understanding the 
ways in which it operates, and organizing to 
dismantle it. The sponsors of the caucus are 
the Institute on Race and Poverty, the Kirwan 

ChicagoOpportunityMapping
Opportunity structures in the Chicago 
region are analyzed by the quality of 
school systems, transit, jobs, daycare, and 
prevalence of crime and pollution. Identifying 
regions with the highest concentration of 
opportunity can be used to help advocacy 
groups push for affordable housing to assist 
low-income/marginalized groups of people in 
those regions.

JointCenterDisparityProject
The Kirwan Institute is collaborating with 
the Joint Center for Political and Economic 
Studies in an effort to establish one location 
to house data on racial and ethnic groups 
across the United States. This database will 
organize currently scattered information 
in order to assist community groups and 
researchers working to alleviate racial 
disparity connect to valuable resources and 
key information.

SouthernEquityProject
The institute advocates regionalism, the 
idea that the region will cooperate and 
share resources so that more equitable 
outcomes are produced as well as a unifi ed 
vision for all the communities within the 
region. By observing regionalism in the 

CurrentKirwanInstituteProjects:ASelectedList

LaurenHillandSomaMandal,SummerResearchAssistants



AfricanAmericanandHispanic
ElectedOfficials:
Therewereover14,000AfricanAmericanandHispanicelectedofficialsin
theUnitedStatesin2001.Asseeninthismap,thelargestnumberAfrican
AmericanandHispanicelectedofficialsinthenationarefoundintheSouth.

Source:U.S.CensusBureau.2002and2003U.S.StatisticalAbstract

ThenumberofAfricanAmerican
andHispanicelectedofficialshas
increasedsubstantiallyinrecent
decades.ThenumberofAfrican
Americanelectedofficialshas
increasedbymorethan500%since
1970.ThenumberofHispanic
electedofficialshasgrownby65%
between1985and2000.

Source:U.S.CensusBureau.2002and
2003U.S.StatisticalAbstract

AfricanAmericanVotersin2002:
Morethan14.3millionAfricanAmericanswereregisteredtovoteintheU.S.
in2002.ThelargestnumberofAfricanAmericanvotersin2002werefound
inCalifornia,Texas,Georgia,Florida,Illinois,andNewYork.

Source:U.S.CensusBureau.Votingstatisticsfrom2002currentpopulationsurvey.

HispanicVotersin2002:
Over8.2millionHispanicvoterswereregisteredintheUnitedStatesin2002.
AlmosthalfofallregisteredHispanicvoterswerefoundinCaliforniaand
Texasin2002.

Source:U.S.CensusBureau.Votingstatisticsfrom2002currentpopulationsurvey.

CompiledbyJasonReece,Demographer

6 7

VotingFactsandFigures

Key Facts
• Over 14 million African 

Americans and 8 million 
Hispanics were registered to 
vote in 2002

• There were more than 
14,000 African American and 
Hispanic elected officials in 
2001

• The disparity between 
African Americans and 
whites in voter participation 
has declined from 18% to 1% 
between 1964 and 2000 



Voterparticipationratesforbothwhites
andAfricanAmericanswereverysimilar
in2000with56%ofwhitesand53%
ofAfricanAmericansvotinginthe
presidentialelection.Votingparticipation
ratesforHispanicandAsianorPacific
Islandersinthe2000electionwerehalfthe
ratesofwhitesandAfricanAmericans.

Source:U.S.CensusBureau.Votingstatistics
from1964-2002currentpopulationsurvey.

Votingparticipationishigheramong
wealthierhouseholdsofallraces.Voting
participationratesforhouseholdsearning
morethan$75,000wereover70%for
whitesandAfricanAmericansandover
50%forHispanics.

Source:U.S.CensusBureau.Votingstatistics
from2000currentpopulationsurvey.

Voterparticipationishigheramongfemale
votersforwhites,AfricanAmericans,and
Hispanics.Thewidestdisparitybetween
maleandfemalevotersisamongAfrican
Americans.

Source:U.S.CensusBureau.Votingstatistics
from2000currentpopulationsurvey.

WhoVotesintheUnitedStates?

Q&AonOurConstitutionalVotingRights
BeckyMillard,ResearchAssociate

Whatareourrights
concerningvoting,and
whatprotectspeople
ofcolorfrombeing
discriminatedagainst
atthepolls?

Between1957and1965,Congress
beganactivelyprotectingthevoting
rightsofpeopleofcolorthrough
thepassageofsixmajorfederal

votingrightsinitiatives,includingtheCivil
RightsActsof1957and1960,andtheVoting
RightsActsof1965,anditssubsequent
amendments.17TheVotingRightsActof
1965,consideredoneofthemosteffective
civilrightslawseverenacted,expandedthe
politicalparticipationofpeopleofcolor
throughbothincreasedvoterregistrationas

wellasgreaterpoliticalrepresentation.The
passageoftheactgrewfrombothpublic
protest,suchasthelegendarymarchfrom
SelmatoMontgomery,Alabama,ledbyDr.
MartinLutherKingJr.,andprivatepolitical
negotiation.Itimmediatelyoutlawedthe
worstJimCrowlawsaffectingvoterrights
includingpolltaxesatlargeelections18,
gerrymandering,ballotsecurityschemes,
literacytests,andotherdiscriminatory
requirementsdesignedtosuppressand
silencetheblackvote,particularlyinthe
South(Alabama,Georgia,Louisiana,
Mississippi,SouthCarolina,andVirginia).19
Althoughsignificantgainshavebeenmade
bythepassageoftheVotingRightsActof
1965,thereisincreasingconcernthatithas
notdoneenoughtoensuretheaffirmative
righttovoteforeveryone,particularlypeople

ofcolor.Theactwasoncethoughttobethe
keytogaininguniversalsuffrageregardlessof
race,butovertimethisidealhaserodedand
hasbeenreplacedbytherealityofourflawed
anddiscriminatoryvotingsystem.Issues
suchasfelonydisenfranchisement,racial
gerrymandering,andmoresubtleformsof
discrimination,suchastheprevalenceof
votingregistrationandequipmentproblems
concentratedinpoorcommunitiesand
communitiesofcolor,arestillprevalent,
whichleavesindividualsandgroupswith
anythingbutthedemocraticidealof“one
person,onevote.”

Q1:

A1:

(continuedonpage8)

6 7



Q&A(continued)

Doesn’tthe1965
VoterRightsActprotect
ourconstitutionalright
tovote?

Contrarytopopularbelief,there
isnoexplicitorfundamental
righttovoteintheConstitution.
Somehavearguedthatthereare

provisionsoftheConstitutionthatshouldbe
readtograntsuchconstitutionalprotection,
butthishasnotbedoneuptothispoint.
The15thAmendmenttotheConstitution
doesnotallowvotingtobedeniedbecause
ofone’srace,stillthisisnotanaffirmative
grantoftherighttovote.Althoughthe
VotingRightsActappearstograntuniversal
suffrage,theextensionofvotingprivileges
toalladults,withoutdistinctionastorace,
sex,belief,orsocialstatus,20thenameof
theactissomewhatmisleading.Ratherthan
protectingvoterrights,itactuallyisanon-
discriminationinvotingact.Infact,allof
theamendmentstotheConstitutiondealing
withtherighttovotearephrasednegatively
ratherthanpositively:Theypreventthe
statesfromdisenfranchisingindividualson
particulargrounds(e.g.,gender,race),but
theydonotdirectlyconfertherighttovote
onanyone.21Althoughthisdistinctionmay
seemsubtleandsomewhatirrelevant,in
2000,itwasproventobeanythingbut.

Perhapsthedistinctionisbestillustratedby
aquotefromthemajorityopinionofthe
2000SupremeCourtcaseBushvs.Gore.The
courtassertedthat“theindividualcitizen

hasnofederalconstitutionalrighttovote
forelectorsforthepresidentoftheUnited
States.”22Inessence,Americancitizenshave
noconstitutionalrighttovote;instead,itis
astateright.FiftystatesandtheDistrictof
Columbia,3,067counties,andthousands
ofmunicipalitiesadministertheirown
electionsystemunderstatelaw.23Perhaps
allofthiswouldnothavethesignificance
itdoeshadwenotallbeenwitnessto
thedisastrouseffectsofthisfragmented
systemnearlyfouryearsago.Accordingto
ajointstudybytheCaliforniaInstituteof
TechnologyandMassachusettsInstituteof
Technology,somewherebetween4million
and6millionvoteswerenotcountedinthe
2000presidentialelectionduetoproblems
withballots,equipment,registration,orthe
pollingplace.24

Withoutaconstitutionalrighttovote,there
isnoprotectionagainstthesewidespread
votingfailures,noprotectionagainst
permanentfelonydisenfranchisement,
andforthenearly600,000Washington
D.C.residents,thereisnorighttopolitical
representationinCongress.Alexander
vs.Minetajustifiedthislackofpolitical
representationinournation’scapitalby
statingthatourConstitution“doesnot
protecttherightofallcitizenstovotebut
rathertherightofallqualifiedcitizensto
vote.”25Perhapsitisnocoincidencethatif
D.C.residentswereabletovote,thiswould
createthefirstU.S.Senatedistrictwitha
blackmajority.

Manyarehesitanttoaddanother
amendmenttotheConstitutionbecause
ofthewidespreadbeliefthatourvote
isprotectedbythe15th,19th,and26th
amendments,butaswehaveseen,that
protectiononlyextendssofarwithoutthe
affirmativerighttovotecodifiedinthe
Constitution.Therearesomanyfrontson
whichwearefightingforvotingequality
forallAmericans:disenfranchisement,
discriminationatthepolls,andthe
otherexampleswehaveseenandwillsee
throughoutthisissueofUPdate,butwithout
thebackingofaconstitutionalamendment,
therecanbenounified,collectivemovement
toovercomethesebarriers.Constitutionsare
usedtodefinehumanrights.TheAmerican
democraticidealhastraveledaroundthe
world.Infact,theconstitutionsofatleast
135nationsexplicitlyguaranteetheright
tovoteandtoberepresentedatalllevelsof
government.Everynewconstitutionadopted
overthelastthreedecadesplacestheright
tovoteatitscenter26;theUnitedStatesis
oneofonly11electoraldemocracies,along
withcountriessuchasAzerbaijan,Chechnya,
andIndonesia,thatdoesnotguaranteethe
affirmativerighttovoteinthefundamental
governingdocument27.
TheRev.JesseJacksonJr.hasrecognized
thisconstitutionaldeficitandisattempting
toremedyitthroughtheproposed
amendmentH.J.RES.2828.ThisVoting
RightsAmendmentisanonpartisan,
non-ideological,andnon-programmic
amendmentseekingtoadvancethecentral
democraticidealofuniversalvoting.
Althoughimportant,fightingforelectoral
reformlegislationistoonarrowwithout
theConstitutionbehindtheseefforts.
Addinganamendmentcouldhelpshapea
newcivilrightsmovementtoworktoward
fullyimplementinguniversalsuffrage.Our
humanrightsinAmericaaredefinedby
ourConstitution.Therighttovote,andto
haveone’svotecounted,isasfundamental
arightaswehaveinademocracy.Wemust
recognizethatsomethingisamisswhen
weareconstitutionallygiventherighttoa
gunbutnottovote.Asanation,weneed
toembracetheverymeaningofdemocracy
andinscribeourvotingrightsintoour
Constitution.Thiswillgiveusafoundation
fromwhichtoremedyourvotinginequalities
inordertoequalizethevotingprocessand
guaranteethateveryvotereallydoescount.
Onlythenwillwehaveagovernmentof,by,
andforthepeople—allofthepeople.
Questionscontainedinthissectionare
chosenbyourstafftoaddressaparticular
topicasitrelatestoourworkattheinstitute.
Ifyouhaveaquestionyouwouldliketo
submitforconsideration,pleasee-mail
QandA@kirwaninstitute.org.
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Q2:

A2:

ImpactoftheVoting
RightsActof1965:

ThenumberofAfricanAmerican
votersandvoterregistration
ratesinSouthernstatesincreased
dramaticallyaftertheVotingRights
Actof1965.ThenumberofAfrican
Americanregisteredvotersincreased
byalmost600%inMississippi
andmorethan200%inAlabama
between1960and1966.African
Americanvoterregistrationin
Mississippiincreasedfrom5%in
1956to59%in1976.

Sources:U.S.DepartmentofJustice,
U.S.CensusBureauand“Analyzing
Elections”byRebeccaMorton.NYU.
ForthcomingPublication.



PostDoctoral
FellowshipProgram

KirwanInstitutefortheStudy
ofRaceandEthnicity

TheKirwanInstitutefortheStudyof
RaceandEthnicityisauniversity-
wideinterdisciplinaryresearch

institute.Establishedin2002,itsgoalisto
deepenourunderstandingofthecauses
ofandsolutionstoracialandethnic
disparitiesandhierarchiesandtosupport
policychangestoaddresstheseissues.This
includesanexplicitfocusonOhioandthe
UnitedStates,butalsotheAmericasasa
wholeandourlargerglobalcommunity.
Theinstituteexploresandillustratesboth
ourdiversityandcommonhumanitywitha
strongcommitmenttojusticeandfairness
structurallyandindividually.

Academicqualificationforthefellowposition
isadoctoratedegree.Inadditiontoacademic
qualifications,thefellowmustdemonstrate
understandingoftheinstitute’smissionto
alleviateproblemscreatedattheintersectionof
raceandethnicityandpossessrelevantresearch
andwritingskills.Preferredqualifications
includeevidenceofinitiativeinseekingout
andpursuingactionstoaccomplishgoals
andobjectivesaswellastheabilitytowork
asamemberofateamandindependently,
accomplishtimelines,handlemultiplework
assignments,anddemonstratecommitment
tohighqualityperformance.Thefellow’s
workloadwillbeapproximately:

35% newandongoingresearchand
writingforpublications

15% coordinatinginstituteprograms,
projects,andevents

15% directingtheworkofresearch
associatesandinterns

15% representingtheinstituteto 
constituents,policymakers,andthe
generalpublic

10% managementtasksrelatedto
instituteoperations

10% specialassignments

Appointmentisforonetotwoyears.The
fellowshipwillworkunderthesupervision
oftheexecutivedirector.Manyinitiatives
willbeteamevents,wherethefellowwillbe
expectedtoleadandcontributeasanactive
teammember.Whereappropriate,thefellow
willalsoconsultwithmembersoftheadvisory
board,projectworkinggroups,individual
consults,andcommunity/policyleaders.

Position(s)maybefulltimewithanannual
equivalentsalarybasedoneducation/
experienceplusapplicablefringebenefits.
Formoreinformation,pleasee-mail
TaraI.McCoyatmccoy.266@osu.edu.

2 Seegenerallywww.wsws.org/articles/2001apr2001/flor-a09.shtml(foranexcellentanalysisof
theparallelsbetweenhistoricalvotingrightsstrugglesandthecurrentobstacles).

3 U.S.CommissiononCivilRights,ElectionReadinessBriefingPaper,(2004)at
www.usccr.gov/pubs/pubsndx.htm.

4 GregPalast,TheBestDemocracyMoneyCanBuy,37(2002).Florida’sGadsdenCountyhasthe
highestpercentageofblackvotersinthestate—andthehighestspoilagerate.Oneineightvotes
casttherein2000wasnevercounted.Manyvoterswrotein“AlGore.”Opticalreadingmachines
rejectedthesebecause“Al”isa“straymark.”Bycontrast,inneighboringTallahassee,thecapital,
votespoilagewasnearlyzip;everyvotecounted.InTallahassee’swhite-majoritycounty,voters
placedtheirballotsdirectlyintoopticalscanners.Iftheyaddedastraymark,theyreceived
anotherballotwithinstructionstocorrectit.

5 Seemoritzlaw.osu.edu/electionlaw/eligibility_rules01.htmlforanoverviewofthelegal
framework.

6 Seemoritzlaw.osu.edu/electionlaw/eligibility_felon.html.
7 Seewww.sentencingproject.org/issues_03.cfm.
8 §§2961.01,3503.21
9 U.S.CommissiononCivilRights,VotingIrregularitiesinFloridaDuringthe2000Presidential

Election,(2002),atwww.usccr.gov/pubs/vote2000/report/ch9.htm.
10§3503.16(B)(1)
11§3503.16(C)
12§§3503.16(B)(2),(G)
13§§3503.16(C),(G)
14O.R.C.§3505.18
15§3505.23
16johna.powell,RuthD.Peterson,LaurenJ.Krivo,PaulE.Bellair,andKeciaJohnson.TheImpact

ofMassIncarcerationonCrimeonColumbus,OH(2004).
17Whitby,Kenny.(1997).TheColorofRepresentation:CongressionalBehaviorandBlackInterests.
AnnArbor,MI:UniversityofMichiganPress.

18Inanatlargeelection,candidatesruninlargergeographicalareas,forexamplecounty-
wideratherthaninseparate,smallerdistricts;thewinnerthenrepresentstheentirecounty.
ParticularlyintheSouth,whitevoterswereoftenthemajority,typicallyelectingonlywhites
andthereforenegatingtheblackvote.WiththepassageoftheVotingRightsAct,southerncities,
counties,andstateswereorderedtodivideat-largedistrictsintosmaller,separatedistricts.

19www.aclu.org/VotingRights/VotingRightsMain.cfm.
20Universalsuffrage.InWikipedia,theFreeEncyclopedia.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/universal_suffrage
21Keyssar,Alexander.(2003).“ShoringUptheRighttoVoteforPresident:AModestProposal.”

PoliticalScienceQuarterly,118(2),181-190.www.psqonline.org.
22 Bushvs.Gore,531U.S.98,104(2000).
23CapitolHillPressReleases,April2,2004.“Fightingfora‘RighttoVote’Constitutional
Amendment:ResurrectingDr.King’sDreamandCompletingtheNation’sUnfinishedBusiness.”
HarvardUniversityspeechbytheRev.JesseL.Jackson,Saturday,April3,2004.

24web.mit.edu/newsoffice/nr/2001/voting2.html.
25Alexandervs.Daley,onappealsubnonAlexandervs.Mineta,No.99-2062.(2000).
26Milchen,J.(Sept.2001).“AMissingFoundationforDemocracy:TheRighttoVote.” 
ReclaimDemocracy.org.www.reclaimedmocracy.org/political_reform/right_to_Vote.html.

27CapitolHillPressReleases,April2,2004.“Fightingfora‘RightToVote’Constitutional
Amendment:ResurrectingDr.King’sDreamandCompletingtheNation’sUnfinishedBusiness.”
HarvardUniversityspeechbytheRev.JesseL.JacksonSaturday,April3,2004.

28Pressrelease.(March5,2003).“JacksonIntroducesConstitutionalAmendments.”
www.jessejacksonjr.com/issues/i0303056616.html.

F o o t n o t e s

KirwanInstitute
SmallGrantProgram

Inthespiritofpromotingresearchandknowledgeinthemanyvariablesofraceand
ethnicity,theKirwanInstitutefortheStudyofRaceandEthnicityhasincorporated
asmallgrantsprogramforOhioStatefacultyandstudents.Theprogramsupports

workfocusedonmarginalizedracialandethnicgroupsintheUnitedStatesandabroad.
Theawardmaybeusedforresearch,convenings,travel,andotherappropriatepurposes
determinedwithinthediscretionofthereviewcommittee.Therewillbeabalanceofawards
madetojuniorpre-tenureandseniorfaculty,aswellasworkinOhio,theUnitedStates,and
theinternationalcommunity.

AllproposalsarereviewedbyacommitteeconsistingofmembersfromtheOhioState
UniversityfacultyalongwiththedirectoroftheKirwanInstitute.Formoreinformation,
pleasevisitourwebsiteatkirwaninstitute.org.
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NewStaffMembers

BarbaraCarter
BarbaraCarterisanofficeassociateatthe
KirwanInstitute.Shepreviouslyworkedfor
FranklinCountyJobsandFamilyServicesin
thefinancedepartment.Shealsoworkspart
timeforAmethyst,Inc.,anonprofitsocial
serviceagency.Sheisanavidreaderand

loveswatchingmoviesinhersparetime.

JulieNielsen
JulieNielsenisadevelopmentofficeratthe
KirwanInstitute.Shespentthepreviousfive
yearsattheInstituteonRaceandPoverty
attheUniversityofMinnesotaLawSchool,
whereshedirectedtheorganization’s
developmentandadministrativeeffortsand

servedasinterimdirectorduringitsrecentleadership
transition.Nielsen’spreviousexperiencesinclude
workingwithAmericanIndianstudentsandtheir
familiesinpublicschools,servingonnumerouspublic
schooladvisorycommittees,andevaluatinginitiatives
aimedatimprovingoutcomesforlow-incomestudents
andstudentsofcolor.Sherecentlyco-authoredachapter
onculturalcompetenceinNewDirectionsforEvaluation
(summer2004).Nielseniscurrentlyworkingonher
Ph.D.ineducationalpolicyandadministration,withan
emphasisonevaluationstudiesandpolicyresearchfrom
theUniversityofMinnesota.

ThomasL.Rudd
ThomasL.Ruddwillserveasasenior
researcherforKirwanInstitutebeginning
October2004.AnativeofWhitePlains,
N.Y.,Ruddreceivedabachelorofsciencein
sociologyandamasterofscienceinhigher
education,studentaffairs,fromIowaState

Universitywhereheservedasgraduateassistantfor
MinorityStudentAffairsintheOfficeoftheDeanof
Students.Hehaspursueddoctoralstudyineducational
policyandleadershipatTheOhioStateUniversity.Rudd
comestotheKirwanInstitutefromtheprofessional
staffoftheOhioBoardofRegentswherehedirectedthe
departmentofstategrantsandscholarshipsandmost
recentlyservedasdirectorofstudentfinancialaccessin
thedivisionofeducationallinkagesandaccess.In2002,
Rudddeveloped“TheAccessPathway,”aresearch-based
conceptualmodelthatidentifiesandanalyzesthesystem
resourcesneededtotransportanindividualsuccessfully
frompreschoolthroughhighschool,intocollegeandthe
worldofwork.TheAccessPathwayModelcanbeviewed
atwww.ohioaccess.org.Ruddismarriedandhasthree
children.Hiswife,Dr.NancyA.Rudd,isanassociate
professorintheCollegeofHumanEcologyatTheOhio
StateUniversity,andtwoofhischildrenarecurrently
enrolledatOhioState.

Dr.WendyG.Smooth
InadditiontoherworkattheKirwan
Institute,Dr.WendyG.Smoothalsoholdsan
appointmentasanassistantprofessorofpublic
policyintheDepartmentofWomen’sStudies.
Smoothconductsresearchandteachesin
thefieldofAmericanpublicpolicywith

specialtiesinwomenandpolitics,racialpolitics,andstate
andlocalpoliticsandpolicy.Currently,sheisworkingon
herfirstbook,entitledPerceptionsofPowerandInfluence:herfirstbook,entitled
TheImpactofRaceandGenderonLegislativeInfluence,
whichfocusesonAfricanAmericanwomenelectedtostate
legislaturesacrossthecountryandexaminestheconditions
underwhichtheyaremosteffectiveinrepresentingtheir
communities.Smootharguesthattheraceandgenderof
alegislatorhasanimpactonhowtheyareperceivedinthe
legislatureandtheseperceptionsultimatelyshapethepolicy
outputsofstatelegislatures.

PriortojoiningthefacultyofOhioState,Smooth
wasamemberofthepoliticalsciencedepartment
facultyattheUniversityofNebraska-Lincoln,served
asseniorresearchassociateattheCenterforWomen
PolicyStudiesinWashington,D.C.,andworkedforthe
MarylandLegislativeBlackCaucus.

Afterearningherbachelorofsciencedegreeinpolitical
sciencefromXavierUniversityofLouisiana,Smooth
wentontoearnbothhermaster’sofscienceand
doctoratedegreesingovernmentandpoliticsfromthe
UniversityofMarylandinCollegePark,Maryland.

Dr.MingShiTrammel
Dr.MingShiTrammelisaseniorresearcher
attheKirwanInstitute.Anativeof
Bronx,N.Y.,shereceivedherdoctorate
ineducationalpsychologyfromHoward
University.Herresearchinterestsincludethe
socio-emotionalandacademicdevelopment

ofAfricanAmericangirls,theimpactofreligiosityand
fatherhoodonyouthdevelopment,andtheeffectsof
out-of-schooltimeontheacademicachievementof
minorityyouth.Trammelhasparticipatedasaresearch
fellowattheForumforYouthInvestment,American
YouthPolicyForum,andColumbiaUniversity.In
additiontoherfellowshipexperiences,shehastaught
graduatecoursesinpsychologyandmulticultural
counseling.Hermostrecentpublishedworkisentitled,
FindingFortunein13Out-of-SchoolTimePrograms.

servedasinterimdirectorduringitsrecentleadershipservedasinterimdirectorduringitsrecentleadership
transition.Nielsen’spreviousexperiencesinclude
workingwithAmericanIndianstudentsandtheir
familiesinpublicschools,servingonnumerouspublic
schooladvisorycommittees,andevaluatinginitiatives
aimedatimprovingoutcomesforlow-incomestudents
andstudentsofcolor.Sherecentlyco-authoredachapter
onculturalcompetenceinNewDirectionsforEvaluation
(summer2004).Nielseniscurrentlyworkingonher
Ph.D.ineducationalpolicyandadministration,withan
emphasisonevaluationstudiesandpolicyresearchfrom
theUniversityofMinnesota.

departmentofstategrantsandscholarshipsandmost
recentlyservedasdirectorofstudentfinancialaccessin
thedivisionofeducationallinkagesandaccess.In2002,
Rudddeveloped“TheAccessPathway,”aresearch-based
conceptualmodelthatidentifiesandanalyzesthesystem
resourcesneededtotransportanindividualsuccessfully
frompreschoolthroughhighschool,intocollegeandthe
worldofwork.TheAccessPathwayModelcanbeviewed
atwww.ohioaccess.org.Ruddismarriedandhasthree
children.Hiswife,Dr.NancyA.Rudd,isanassociate
professorintheCollegeofHumanEcologyatTheOhio
StateUniversity,andtwoofhischildrenarecurrently

JulieNielsenisadevelopmentofficeratthe
KirwanInstitute.Shespentthepreviousfive
yearsattheInstituteonRaceandPoverty
attheUniversityofMinnesotaLawSchool,
whereshedirectedtheorganization’s
developmentandadministrativeeffortsand

servedasinterimdirectorduringitsrecentleadership
transition.Nielsen’spreviousexperiencesinclude

Dr.WendyG.Smooth
InadditiontoherworkattheKirwan
Institute,Dr.WendyG.Smoothalsoholdsan
appointmentasanassistantprofessorofpublic
policyintheDepartmentofWomen’sStudies.
Smoothconductsresearchandteachesin
thefieldofAmericanpublicpolicywith

specialtiesinwomenandpolitics,racialpolitics,andstate
andlocalpoliticsandpolicy.Currently,sheisworkingon

PerceptionsofPowerandInfluence:

legislatureandtheseperceptionsultimatelyshapethepolicy

PriortojoiningthefacultyofOhioState,Smooth
wasamemberofthepoliticalsciencedepartment
facultyattheUniversityofNebraska-Lincoln,served
asseniorresearchassociateattheCenterforWomen
PolicyStudiesinWashington,D.C.,andworkedforthe
MarylandLegislativeBlackCaucus.

Afterearningherbachelorofsciencedegreeinpolitical
sciencefromXavierUniversityofLouisiana,Smooth
wentontoearnbothhermaster’sofscienceand
doctoratedegreesingovernmentandpoliticsfromthe
UniversityofMarylandinCollegePark,Maryland.

Dr.MingShiTrammel

worldofwork.TheAccessPathwayModelcanbeviewed
atwww.ohioaccess.org.Ruddismarriedandhasthree
children.Hiswife,Dr.NancyA.Rudd,isanassociate
professorintheCollegeofHumanEcologyatTheOhio
StateUniversity,andtwoofhischildrenarecurrently

socio-emotionalandacademicdevelopment
ofAfricanAmericangirls,theimpactofreligiosityand
fatherhoodonyouthdevelopment,andtheeffectsof
out-of-schooltimeontheacademicachievementof
minorityyouth.Trammelhasparticipatedasaresearch
fellowattheForumforYouthInvestment,American
YouthPolicyForum,andColumbiaUniversity.In
additiontoherfellowshipexperiences,shehastaught
graduatecoursesinpsychologyandmulticultural
counseling.Hermostrecentpublishedworkisentitled,
FindingFortunein13Out-of-SchoolTimePrograms

10 11



BookReview

MargueriteSpencer,SeniorResearcher

WhitewashingRace:TheMythofaColor-BlindSocietyMichaelK.Brown,MartinCarnoy,ElliottCurrie,TroyDuster,
DavidB.Oppenheimer,MarjorieM.Shultz,andDavidWellmanBerkeley:UniversityofCaliforniaPress(2003)
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Americaisdividedoverthelegacy
ofthecivilrightsmovementand
themeaningofrace.Accordingtoa

grouplabeled“racialrealists,”Americahasmadegreatprogressin
rectifyingracialinjusticeinthepast35years.Tothem,thecivilrights
revolutionwassuccessfulineradicatingracism.Whatvestigesof
racialinequalitiesremainarelinkednottowhiteracismbuttothemoral
andculturalfailureoflethargicblackstotakeadvantageofopportunities
createdbythisrevolution(1).Ifitwasn’tforblackhopelessness/
helplessness,theidentitypoliticsofblacknationalistsandthemisguided
advocacyofwhiteliberals,racewould
virtuallydisappearasapoliticalandsocial
issue(8).Nonetheless,racialrealistsclaim
thattheUnitedStatesisrapidlybecoming
acolor-blindsocietywithlittleneedor
justificationforaffirmativeactionorrace-
consciouspolicies(2).

ThepurposeofWhitewashingRacism:The
MythofaColor-BlindSocietyistoexpose
theflawsofracialreasoning.Itsauthors
utilizeaninterdisciplinary,collaborative
approachtoderailthemovement
andproposeatheorythatfocuseson
eliminatingcumulativeanddurable
racialinequalities(32).Theyarguethat
whiteshave“hoarded”andaccumulated
opportunities,whileblacksandother
racialgroupshavedisaccumulatedthem.
Astheywrite,“[o]nlywhenthediverging
fatesofblackandwhiteAmericansare
consideredtogether—withinthesame
analyticframework—willitbepossibleto
movebeyondthecurrentstaledebateover
howtotransformtheAmericancolorline”
(22).Whiletheyconcedefromtheoutset
thattheyarelimitingtheirfocustoblacks
andwhites,theydoso,nottodiminishtheracializedsituationsof
nonwhites,butbecausewhitenessinthisnationhasalwaysbeen
measuredbyitssocialdistancefromblackness(x).

DrawinguponbothliberalworkssuchasJimSleeper’sLiberalRacism
(1997),aswellasconservativeonessuchasDineshD’Souza’sThe
EndofRacism(1995),TamarJacoby’sSomeoneElse’sHouse(1998),
ShelbySteele’sADreamDeferred(1999),andStephenandAbigail
Thernstrom’sAmericainBlackandWhite:OneNationIndivisible
(1997),theauthorsdelineatetheemergenceofracialrealismfrom
thebacklashagainsttheGreatSocietythroughtheReagan-Bush
revolutionandonintothepresentday(1).Theseworksgiverealism
an“appearanceofscholarlyheftandintellectuallegitimacy”and
drawuponprincipleslikefairnesstoattractsupportfromthe
generalpublic(5),buttheiraccountsarelargelyindividualistic
andahistorical.Theyfocusprimarilyonthespecificintentionsand
choicesofindividualsratherthanonthecollectiveactionsofgroups,
theroleofintermediaryinstitutionsandthecumulativeeffectsof
inequalities(17).Rather,theauthorsofWhitewashingRacismargue,
racismisbestdescribedas“asenseofgrouppositionbasedonthe
accumulationofracialadvantage”(32).

Inthebodyoftheirbook,theauthorsexaminethepersistenceof
inequalityinlabormarkets,education,thecriminaljusticesystem,
andpolitics,drawingverydifferentconclusionsthandoracial
realists(65).Forexample,divergingwhiteandblackeconomic
fortunesduringandafterWorldWarIIwerenotsimplytheresult
ofindividualtriumphsandfailuresbutwereconstructedbyfederal
housingpolicies,veterans’readjustmentbenefits,taxwrite-offs,and
otherformsofsocialprotectionprovidedwhites(79).Unlikerealists
claim,theeducationaladvancementofblacksfollowingthecivil
rightsmovementdidnotensureequalityinthemarket.Although

muchprogresswasmadeinthe’50sand’60s,
by1980college-educatedblackworkerswere
onceagainatadistinctdisadvantage(80).

Whileeducationistoutedbyrealistsasthe
meanstoescapepovertyandracialinequality,
expandingopportunitiesthroughaffirmative
measuresisanathematized.Accordingto
realists,themainreasonblackwagesand
incomelagbehindthoseofwhitesisthattheir
cognitiveabilitiesareweak.Ifblackstudents
donotmeritadmissiontocollegesandtheir
numbersdrop,sobeit(104).Whatrealists
refusetoacknowledge,however,isthatby
reducingblackandLatinoaccesstohigher
educationinaglobalandhigh-techeconomy,
therewillonlybeincreasedsocialcostsinthe
future(130).

Disparitiesinthecriminaljusticesystem
reflecttheseincreasedsocialcosts.While
racialrealistsdrawuponstudiesfromthe’70s
and’80s,whichconcludethatracewasnot
importantinshapingoffenders’trajectories
inthesystem,theauthorsutilizemorerecent
researchsuggestingthatdiscriminationstill
operatespriorto,during,andafterarrests

(140).Finally,theauthorscloselyexamineaffirmativeactionin
employmentandvotingrights,makingtheclaimthatthecontinued
useofcivilrightslawdoesnotbetrayacolor-blindprincipleasracial
realistscry(163)butisnecessaryto“makeAmericawhatAmerica
mustbecome”asJamesBaldwinargues(251).

Unfortunately,whiteAmericansofgoodwillfailtoacknowledge
durableracialinequalityortooquicklyaccepttheindividual
explanationwheninequalityisbroughtintoview.Thisisnot
surprising,givenourindividualistculturethatfailstoexamine
institutions,aswellasourunderstandingofracismasaprocess
locatedinindividuals.Racialrealistsremindusrepeatedlythatthe
colorlineoftheJimCrowerahasbeenapparentlyerased,while
ignoringnon-psychologicalformsofracism(224).Forthem,
explanationsofracialdisparitiesrelyuponretooledbiological
explanations,ornolesspejorativeclaimsofculturalandbehavioral
deficits(225).Butracemattersfordifferentreasons.Astheauthors
soaptlyputit,“[i]fwearetofaceuptoraceinsteadofwhitewashing
it,wemustbeginbyacknowledgingafundamentalreality:Raceisa

(continuedonpage12)
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UPcomingEvents

TheKirwanInstitute
October19,2004

TheKirwanInstitute,CollegeofHumanities,
MoritzCollegeofLaw,andCollegeof
SocialandBehavioralScienceswillhostthe
KirwanRacialEquityColloquium,featuring
GeorgetownUniversityLawProfessor
SheryllD.Cashin,authorofTheFailures
ofIntegration:HowRaceandClassAre
UnderminingtheAmericanDream.Formoreinformation,pleasecall
(614)292-2634orvisitourwebsiteatkirwaninstitute.org.

FundforanOPENSociety
BuildingBlocksforInclusiveCommunitiesnationalconference
October21–23,2004

Anationalconferenceoncreatingcommunitiesofchoiceforall
people:raciallyandethnicallyintegrated,economicallythriving,
withexcellentschoolsforallchildren.BuildingBlocksforInclusive
Communities,“providestheopportunityforcommunityleaders,
fairhousingadvocates,electedofficials,schooladministrators
andschool/communityliaisons,humanrelationsspecialists,
andlenders—inshort,everyonewithastakeinhealthy,diverse
communities—tosharebestpractices,learnfromthelatestresearch,
andbuildpersonalnetworks.”Formoreinformation,call(215)546-
0511orvisitwww.opensoc.org.

GamalielFoundation
RollingThundermeetingdatesandlocationsinOhio.Seepage3for
moreinformationorvisitwww.gamaliel.org.

September30....... Cincinnati

October9............. Cleveland

October10........... Youngstown

TheJohnGlennInstitute
TheJohnGlennInstitutewillbepresentingalectureintheseries
Odyssey2000+NewIssuesforaNewCenturywithWendyKopp,
thefounderanddirectorofTeachforAmerica.Kopp’sseniorthesis
projectasaPrincetonUniversitystudenthasdevelopedintoa
programthathasimpactedover1.75millionstudents.
WendyKopp
Thursday,October7
4p.m.
WeigelHall

Freeandopentothepublic
Reservedseatingrequired
Pleasecall(614)688-3206,ext.1ore-mail
glennininstitute@admin.ohio-state.edubyOctober1.

FormoreinformationaboutthislectureortheJohnGlennInstitute,
pleasevisitwww.glenninstitute.org.


BookReview(continued)

relationship,notasetofcharacteristicsthatonecan
ascribetoonegrouporanother”(228).Itisasystem
ofpowerandexclusionthatdisempowersblackand
Latinocommunitieswithlittlechanceforthemto
accumulateopportunities.

Theauthorsconcludebyoutliningsometasks
forchallengingtoday’sracism.First,theycallfor
achangeinpublicdiscourse,movingawayfrom
ourcolor-blindversuscolor-consciousdebateto
candiddeliberationonhowtoremedyourracialized
arrangements(228).Second,theysetoutprinciples
forsocialactionandexamplesofspecificpolicies
aimedatincreasingtheabilityofindividualsand
communitiestoaccumulateeconomicresources
(229).Althoughtheauthorsdonotwishtobe
alarmist,theydowishtocallreaderstopayattention
tothechangingnatureofracialhierarchyandthe
roleofinstitutionalarrangements.Despitetheracial
realists’attemptatlullingusintoacolor-blind
position,thestruggleisnotyetover.AsDr.Martin
LutherKing,Jr.observes,

[t]heblackrevolutionismuchmorethan
astrugglefortherightsofNegroes.Itis
forcingAmericatofaceallitsinterrelated
flaws—racism,poverty,militarism,and
materialism.Itisexposingevilsthatare
rooteddeeplyinthewholestructureof
oursociety.Itrevealssystemicratherthan
superficialflawsandsuggeststhatradical
reconstructionofsocietyitselfisthereal
issuetobefaced.

Bydispellingthemythsofracialrealism,theauthors
ofWhitewashingRacismpropelusforwardinthis
transformativeeffort.
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TheKirwanUPdateisproducedbytheKirwan
InstitutefortheStudyofRaceandEthnicityat
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Forquestionsorcommentsabout
thispublication,pleasecontactKirwanUPdate
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