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April 2016
 Health Care Options Seminar and Lunch
 Time and Location TBA

Thursday, May 19
 PASR Region 12 Spring Luncheon
 Host, Allegheny Chapter
 Location TBA

 11:30, Region 12 meeting
 12:00, Lunch, followed by speaker

 Thursday, June 9

 Rock Bottom Brewery, Waterfront, Homestead

 11:30, Awarding of scholarships
  12:00, Luncheon, followed by speaker 

Thursday, July 28
 Region 12
 Time and location TBA

Thursday, August 18
 Lunch Bunch

Thursday, August 25

 10:00-1:00, Eat’n Park, Waterfront, Homestead

Tuesday, September 13
 PASR Region 12 Fall Luncheon
 Host, Pittsburgh Chapter
 Location TBA 

 11:30, Region 12 meeting
 12:00, Lunch, followed by speaker 

Wednesday, September 28
 PghASR Retirees Reception

Mark Your Calendars!

2015 Calendar of Events
Thursday, November 12
 Region 12
 9:30-12:00, Eat’n Park, Waterfront, Homestead

Tuesday, December 8
 PghASR Annual Holiday Luncheon

 11:30, Awards
 12:00, Lunch

2016 Calendar of Events
Thursday, March 17

 10:00-1:00, Eat’n Park, Waterfront, Homestead 

Tuesday, March 22
 Region 12
 Time and Location TBA

Tuesday, April 5

 11:30, See page 5 for details.

2016 Calendar of Events continued on page 2.



When You Move ...

Be	
   sure	
   to	
   notify	
   the	
   following	
   agencies	
   of	
   your	
   new	
  
address	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  possible:

Pittsburgh	
  Association	
  of	
  School	
  Retirees	
  (PghASR),	
  P.O.	
  
Box	
  9056,	
  Pittsburgh,	
  PA	
  	
  15224

Pennsylvania	
   School	
   Employees	
   Retirement	
   System	
  	
  

(PSERS),	
  5	
  N.	
  5th	
  Street,	
  Harrisburg,	
  PA	
  	
  17101

,	
  

Pittsburgh,	
  PA	
  	
  15213

to	
  PSERS.	
  Call	
  toll	
  free	
  1-­‐888-­‐773-­‐7748	
  or	
  1-­‐717-­‐787-­‐8540	
  

PghASR	
  Change	
  of	
  Address	
  Form

Mail	
  to:	
  	
  Pittsburgh	
  Association	
  of	
  School	
  
Retirees,	
  P.O.	
  Box	
  9056,	
  Pittsburgh,	
  PA	
  	
  15224

Circle	
  one:	
  	
  	
  Mr.	
  	
  	
  Mrs.	
  	
  	
  Ms.	
  	
  	
  Dr.

Name	
  _________________________________________________

New	
  Address	
  	
  ________________________________________

City	
  	
  ___________________________________________________

State	
  	
  __________	
  	
  	
  	
  ZIP	
  	
  __________________	
  	
  

Telephone	
  ____________________________________________

Email	
  	
  _________________________________________________

Check	
  the	
  category	
  appropriate	
  
for	
  your	
  new	
  address.

___	
  Personal	
  Care	
  Home	
  	
   ___	
  Nursing	
  Home

Other	
  _________________________________________________
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CUT OUT AND KEEP THIS HANDY 

GUIDE TO IMPORTANT PHONE 

NUMBERS

Here  is  a  quick  reference  guide  to  important  phone  

numbers  for  PghASR  members.

PSERS   (Penna.   School   Employees   Retirement  

System:    1-­888-­773-­7748

PASR   (Pennsylvania   Association   of   School  

Retirees):

1-­717-­697-­7077  pasr@pasr.org

  412-­622-­3692

PASR-­endorsed  Dental  &  Vision  Plans  Professional  

Insurance  Services:    1-­800-­382-­1352,  ext.  3012

HOP  (Health  Options  Program)  Insurance:  

Do   you   have   any   suggestions   for   the   Newsletter?  

Contact   PghASR   by   email   at   pghpasr@yahoo.

com   or   by   mail   at   PghASR,   P.O.   Box   9056,   Pitts-­

burgh,   PA   15224.      Note   that   articles,   forms,   and  

other   information   should   be   sent   to   Marsha   Tharp,  

157   Thornberry   Drive,   Pittsburgh,   PA   15235.

Faith	
  Bartley
John	
  Busch
William	
  Gallagher
Rana	
  Grossman	
  Tonti
Sylbia	
  Kunst
Raymond	
  Morton
Brenda	
  Newring	
  Gibbs

Marianne	
  Oconnor
Kathleen	
  	
  Pitzer
Irene	
  	
  Reid
Ronald	
  	
  Reid
Terrence	
  	
  Russell
Lynne	
  Woodward

PghASR	
  Welcomes	
  Its	
  New	
  Members!
(as	
  of	
  October	
  18,	
  2015))

Wednesday, October 12

 10:00-1:00, Eat’n Park, Waterfront, Homestead

Sunday-Tuesday, October 16-18

Thursday, November 3

 Location TBA
  12:00, Luncheon, followed by speaker

Tuesday, November 15
 Region 12
 Time and Location TBA

Wednesday, December 7, 2016
 PghASR Annual Holiday Luncheon
 Location TBA
 11:30, Awards
 12:00, Lunch

2016 Calendar of Events cont.

The   calendar,   reservation   forms,   membership   renewal  

form  and  other  information  can  be  found  on  the  PghASR  

website.  See  the  inside  back  cover  for  information  on  how  

to  access  the  site.  
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PghASR  Holiday  Luncheon  Reservation  Form

Reservations	
  are	
  requested	
  no	
  later	
  than	
  Monday,	
  November	
  30,	
  2015.	
  Make	
  checks	
  payable	
  to	
  PghASR	
  and	
  
mail	
  with	
  this	
  form	
  to	
  Joe	
  Poerio,	
  979	
  Crest	
  Lane,	
  Carnegie,	
  PA	
  15106.

PghASR

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Holiday Luncheon

Due to our commitment to the banquet facility, we will not be able to give refunds for cancellations. 

 

Total number of reservations:  __________  Total amount enclosed:  ______________ @ $35 for each reservation 

Please circle the luncheon selection and write the name of the person ordering it. 

1.  Salmon     Chicken     Vegetarian 

2.   Salmon     Chicken     Vegetarian 

3.   Salmon     Chicken     Vegetarian  

$35.00
(Includes tax and gratuity) 

Rivers  Casino

 11:30 Awards
 12:00 Luncheon

Entrées (choose one) 

Luncheon includes choice of chef’s selection of soup or house salad, Tiramisu for dessert 
and freshly brewed house coffee and iced tea.

Every attendee will receive a $10 voucher for the casino.

Please  bring  

donations  for  the  

purchase  of  gift  

cards  that  agencies  

can  distribute  to  

homeless  youth  

to  enable  them  to  

purchase  items  of  

necessity.

Please  bring  

nonperishable  

food  items  to  be  

donated  to  local  

food  banks.  Cash  

and  checks  are  

also  accepted.

Plated Luncheon
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Co-Presidents’ Message: 

James	
  W.	
  White	
  and	
  Joseph	
  Poerio

We	
   are	
   taking	
   this	
   opportunity	
   to	
   extend	
   our	
   sincere	
  
gratitude	
  and	
  appreciation	
  to	
  all	
  our	
  members	
  who	
  helped	
  

Hotel	
   at	
   Station	
   Square	
  on	
  October	
  4-­‐7,	
   2015.	
  This	
   year’s	
  

and	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  personal	
  enrichment	
  and	
  association	
  

from	
  Pittsburgh-­‐owned	
  businesses.	
  Also,	
   participants	
  had	
  

on	
  display	
  in	
  the	
  lobby	
  of	
  the	
  hotel.	
  These	
  tables	
  were	
  hosted	
  

opportunity	
  to	
  purchase	
  or	
  just	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  products.	
  

and	
   Allegheny	
   Chapters,	
   we	
   also	
   want	
   to	
   thank	
   the	
  
members	
   of	
   the	
   Allegheny	
   Chapter	
  who	
  worked	
   to	
  make	
  

successful.

A	
   special	
   thanks	
   to	
   Ellen	
   Estomin,	
   Director-­‐Elect	
   of	
  
Region	
  12,	
  and	
  Van	
  Hughes,	
  Director	
  of	
  Region	
  12,	
   for	
  all	
  

success.	
  	
  Ellen’s	
  organizational	
  skills	
  and	
  determination	
  to	
  

results.	
  	
  Congratulations	
  on	
  reaching	
  your	
  goal!

of	
   Diana	
   Armstrong	
   as	
   President	
   of	
   the	
   State	
   PASR.	
  

the	
   Pittsburgh	
   Chapter,	
   including	
   President-­‐Elect	
   for	
   two	
  
years	
  and	
  President	
   for	
   two	
  years.	
  Diana	
  was	
  also	
  Region	
  
12	
  Director-­‐Elect	
  for	
  two	
  years	
  and	
  Director	
  for	
  two	
  years.	
  	
  

four	
  years	
  and	
  will	
  now	
  be	
  president	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  two	
  years.	
  	
  
So,	
   congratulations,	
   Diana,	
   from	
   the	
   Pittsburgh	
   Chapter.	
  

continued	
  support	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  years.

describing	
   the	
   seminars	
   that	
   delegates	
   and	
   members	
   of	
  
our	
   organization	
   were	
   able	
   to	
   attend.	
   These	
   articles	
   are	
  

our	
  co-­‐presidency	
  at	
   the	
  end	
  of	
  December.	
  But	
  before	
   the	
  

accommodate	
  late	
  responses.	
  So	
  don’t	
  delay!	
  Respond	
  early	
  
and	
  join	
  us	
  for	
  good	
  food,	
  good	
  friends	
  and	
  hopefully,	
  good	
  
winnings.

class	
  we	
  are	
  sponsoring	
  on	
  April	
  5,	
  2016,	
  at	
  CRATE	
  in	
  the	
  

page	
  5.	
  It	
  should	
  be	
  returned	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  possible.	
  We	
  need	
  

Register	
  early	
  and	
  enjoy	
  the	
  fun	
  of	
  learning	
  how	
  to	
  prepare	
  

lunch	
  you	
  helped	
  prepare.

prosperous	
  2016!

Dr.	
  A.	
  Jay	
  Gross,	
  Recording	
  Secretary

If	
   you	
   were	
   a	
   professional	
   employee	
   (teacher,	
   social	
  
worker,	
   principal,	
   etc.)	
   of	
   the	
   Pittsburgh	
   Public	
   Schools	
  
who	
   retired	
   between	
   1988	
   and	
   2008,	
   you	
   are	
   eligible	
   to	
  

your	
  Medicare	
   Supplement	
   premium	
   from	
   the	
   Pittsburgh	
  

toward	
  your	
  Medicare	
  Supplement	
  premiums	
  and	
  proof	
  of	
  
enrollment	
  and	
  submit	
   the	
   forms	
  to	
   the	
  Pittsburgh	
  Public	
  

information	
  and	
  addresses	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  on	
  page	
  2	
  of	
  this	
  
newsletter.

(Left  to  right)  Donna  Vlassich,  Ken  Kwasniewski,  Joseph  Poerio,  and  

A.  Jay  Gross  at  the  PASR  State  Convention  at  the  Sheraton  Pittsburgh  

Hotel.  For  more  convention  pictures,  see  pages  8-­11.



CRATE	
  Kitchenware	
  Store	
  and	
  Cooking	
  School!

CRATE	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  the	
  Greentree	
  Road	
  Shopping	
  Center,	
  
1960	
  Greentree	
  Road,	
  Pittsburgh,	
  PA	
  15220.	
  

	
   Phone	
  412-­‐341-­‐5700

Tuesday,	
  April	
  5,	
  2016,	
  11:30	
  a.m.	
  	
  

$35	
  per	
  person

Participants	
  will	
  be	
  seated	
  at	
  tables	
  in	
  the	
  demonstration	
  kitchen.	
  The	
  instructor	
  will	
  demonstrate	
  

all	
  the	
  recipes	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  prepared.

throughout	
  the	
  class.	
  All	
  participants	
  will	
  be	
  offered	
  a	
  10%	
  discount	
  on	
  many	
  items	
  in	
  the	
  retail	
  
store	
  the	
  day	
  of	
  the	
  class.

Menu

	
   Farfalle	
  with	
  Fresh	
  Herbs	
  and	
  Grilled	
  Chicken

	
   Rosemary-­‐Scented	
  Vanilla	
  Ice	
  Cream	
  with	
  Lemon-­‐Thyme	
  Shortbread	
  Cookies	
  with	
  Honey

5

Friday,	
  March	
  25,	
  2016.	
  Make	
  checks	
  payable	
  to	
  PghASR	
  and	
  mail	
  with	
  this	
  
form	
  to	
  Joe	
  Poerio,	
  979	
  Crest	
  Lane,	
  Carnegie,	
  PA	
  15106.

Address	
  	
  _________________________________________________________________________________________	
  	
  

Phone	
  number	
  	
  __________________________________________
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Please Check Your Mailing Label.

EXPJun2015	
  or	
  2ndInstallDue
	
  membership,	
  

no	
  dues	
  are	
  payable.	
  ( 	
  appears	
  next	
  your	
  name)

questions	
  about	
  your	
  status,	
  write	
  to	
  PghASR,	
  P.O. Box 9056, Pittsburgh, PA 15224, or	
  email	
  the	
  organization	
  at	
  

OASIS  Intergenerational  Tutoring

An  Hour  a  Week  Can  Change  a  Child’s  Life  Forever.    

Become  an  OASIS  tutor.  Help  a  child  in  your  neighborhood  

learn   to   read!      No   teaching   experience   is   necessary.   Free  

training  will  be  given  to  mature  adults  50  and  over.  All  materials,  

books  and  supplies  are  provided  by  OASIS.  Ongoing  education  

is  offered  at  no  charge.    

  For  more  information  on  how  to  become  an  OASIS  tutor,  call  

John  D  Spehar,  Pittsburgh  OASIS  Tutoring  Director,  by  phone  at  

412-­393-­7648  or  by  email  at  jdspehar@oasisnet.org.

OASIS  is  operated  in  partnership  with  the  Greater  Pittsburgh  Literacy  Council.

Future
Van	
  Hughes,	
  PASR	
  Region	
  12	
  Director

We	
  are	
  taking	
  a	
  chance	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  agree	
  with	
  the	
  PASR	
  
Board	
  of	
  Directors,	
   the	
  Ad	
  Hoc	
  Data	
  Base	
  Committee	
   and	
  
the	
  Ad	
  Hoc	
  Fund	
  Raising	
  Committee.

frequently	
   depends	
   on	
   sending	
   accurate	
   announcements	
  

for	
  a	
  timely	
  response,	
  say,	
  to	
  call	
  your	
  legislators,	
  register	
  for	
  

to	
  reach	
  out	
   to	
  Mechanicsburg	
  headquarters	
  or	
  a	
  Chapter	
  

an	
  address.	
  The	
  point	
  of	
  the	
  matter	
  is,	
  it	
  can	
  be	
  done	
  with	
  

enabled	
  us	
  to	
  communicate	
  with	
  one	
  another	
   in	
  a	
   fashion	
  
undreamed	
  of	
  when	
  we	
  were	
  hired	
  decades	
  ago.	
  	
  

The	
   Internet	
   facilitates	
   this	
   communication.	
   All	
   this	
  
exchange	
  of	
  information	
  requires	
  is	
  that	
  it	
  remain	
  accurate	
  
and	
  secure.	
  Concerned	
  members	
  know	
  all	
  about	
  PASR	
  and	
  

Headquarters	
   maintains	
   your	
   name	
   and	
   address,	
   phone	
  
number,	
   email	
   address,	
   birth	
   date,	
   retirement	
   date,	
   and	
  

A	
   two-­‐year	
   study	
   and	
   follow-­‐up	
   request	
   by	
   the	
   ad	
   hoc	
  
Data	
  Base	
  Team	
  culminated	
  at	
  the	
  PASR	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  

the	
   Board	
   for	
   its	
   consideration.	
   A	
  motion	
   to	
   consummate	
  

communication	
  and	
  record-­‐keeping	
  capabilities.	
  	
  

the	
   Data	
   Base	
   Project	
   through	
   to	
   completion,	
   another	
   ad	
  

project.	
   Incoming	
  PASR	
  President	
  Diana	
  Armstrong	
   and	
   I,	
  

that	
  fund-­‐raising	
  committee.	
  The	
  result	
  was	
  to	
  form	
  a	
  Local	
  

every	
   day	
   during	
   the	
  month	
   of	
   January,	
   give	
  me,	
   Van	
  

Carolyn	
  Kotts-­‐Hankinson,	
  Region	
  12	
  MB&S	
  Chairperson

PASR	
  members	
  who	
  participated	
   in	
   the	
  May,	
   2015,	
   trip	
  

historic	
  and	
  guided	
  tours,	
  shopping	
  and	
  free	
  time	
  to	
  explore	
  
Montreal	
  and	
  Quebec	
  City.	
  	
  Mealtime	
  became	
  an	
  opportunity	
  
for	
  strangers	
  to	
  become	
  PASR	
  friends	
  while	
  discussing	
  the	
  

The	
   RECREO	
   Committee	
   has	
   selected	
   and	
   is	
   beginning	
  
the	
  planning	
  process	
  for	
  the	
  2016	
  and	
  2017	
  trips.	
  In	
  2016	
  
the	
  PASR	
  bus	
   trip	
  will	
   be	
   to	
  Cape	
  Cod,	
  Martha’s	
  Vineyard	
  

opportunity	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  two	
  trips!	
  The	
  annual	
  bus	
  trip	
  
will	
  be	
  to	
  Mackinac	
  Island,	
  Michigan.	
  	
  The	
  second	
  trip	
  will	
  be	
  

for	
  details.
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Did You Retire in 1995?

20-Year Recognition 
Dr.	
  A.	
  Jay	
  Gross,	
  Recording	
  Secretary	
  	
  

Are	
  you	
  a	
  PghASR	
  member	
  who	
  retired	
  in	
  1995?	
  	
  Let	
  us	
  
know	
   so	
   we	
   can	
   honor	
   you	
   at	
   the	
   Holiday	
   Luncheon	
   on	
  
Tuesday,	
  December	
  8,	
  for	
  your	
  20	
  years	
  in	
  retirement.	
  

Pittsburgh,	
  PA	
  15213.

Name	
  	
  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address	
  	
  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City,	
  State,	
  Zip	
  	
  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  	
  

Telephone	
  Number	
  	
  	
  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  	
  

Date	
  of	
  Retirement	
  	
  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  	
  

Work	
  Location	
  at	
  Retirement	
  	
  	
  _________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  	
  	
  

Position	
  Held	
  at	
  Retirement	
  	
  	
  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________	
   I	
  will	
  NOT	
  be	
  attending	
  the	
  Holiday	
  Luncheon.

PghASR 2015/2016 Dues Renewal Form

Check	
  one	
  category	
  below:	
  

EXPJun2015	
  on	
  their	
  mailing	
  label	
  only)	
  

______	
   Enclosed	
  is	
  my	
  check	
  for	
  $50	
  for	
  the	
  2nd	
  installment	
  for	
  life	
  membership	
  (For	
  members	
  with	
   	
  on	
  

Title	
  (circle)	
  	
  Dr.	
  	
  	
  Mrs.	
  	
  	
  Ms.	
  	
  	
  Miss	
  	
  	
  Mr.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Name	
  	
  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address	
  	
  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email	
  address	
  (please	
  print	
  legibly)	
  __________________________________________________________________________________________________

retired	
   for	
   20	
   years	
   (this	
   year	
   for	
   those	
   who	
   retired	
   in	
  

Holiday	
  Luncheon	
  in	
  December.	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  unable	
  to	
  attend	
  

date.	
  

complete	
   and	
   submit	
   the	
   form	
   below	
   to	
   A.	
   Jay	
   Gross,	
   3	
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Pittsburgh	
  is	
  #1,	
  Again!
Ellen	
  Estomin,	
  

Pittsburgh	
  style.

We	
   designed	
   the	
   program	
   booklet	
   and	
   bags	
   for	
   the	
  
delegates.	
  

We	
   planned	
   a	
   welcome	
   celebration	
   with	
   speakers	
  
and	
   entertainment,	
   personal	
   enrichment	
   seminars	
   with	
  
speakers	
   and	
   facilitators,	
   Pittsburgh	
   tours	
   with	
   our	
   tour	
  
guides,	
  opening	
  ceremonies	
  for	
  the	
  three	
  plenary	
  sessions,	
  

and	
   greeters	
   who	
   answered	
   questions	
   and	
   assisted	
  

WHEW!

In	
  addition,	
  

needed!

Donna	
  Dado	
  and	
  Marsha	
  Tharp,	
  your	
  organization	
  of	
  the	
  

almost	
  reached	
  100	
  items.	
  Thank	
  you!

registration	
  area	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  tour	
  guide.

impeccable	
   notes	
   kept	
   me	
   on	
   track	
   with	
   the	
   recorded	
  
details!

A.	
   Jay	
  Gross,	
  Debbie	
  Rucki,	
   and	
   James	
  White,	
   thank	
  you	
  

Debbie	
  Rucki,	
  no	
  one	
  could	
  ask	
  for	
  a	
  better	
  Gal	
  Friday!

James	
  White,	
   thank	
   you	
   for	
   the	
   musical	
   selections	
   and	
  
talent!	
  

Carolyn	
  Kotts	
  Hankinson,	
   thank	
  you	
   for	
  your	
  assistance	
  

and	
  quips!

Bob	
  Marko,	
  thanks	
  for	
  being	
  Mr.	
  Photographer!

Joe	
   Poerio,	
   you	
   arranged	
   the	
   banquet	
   and	
   decorations,	
  

you!

history.	
  Thank	
  you!

as	
   a	
   tour	
   guide,	
  was	
   facilitator	
   for	
   a	
   personal	
   enrichment	
  

Thanks	
  for	
  the	
  numerous	
  hours	
  on	
  the	
  phone	
  listening	
  and	
  

design	
  and	
  formatting	
  it	
  for	
  the	
  program	
  booklet	
  and	
  bag!

Thank	
  you	
  to	
  our	
  members	
  who	
  were	
  facilitators	
  for	
  the	
  
personal	
  enrichment	
  seminars:	
  J.	
  Kaye	
  Cupples,	
  Mary	
  Jane	
  

and	
  Regina	
  Holley.

And	
  a	
  big	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  talented	
  and	
  dedicated	
  

chairs.

Pittsburgh.	
  We	
  accomplished	
  this	
  together	
  with	
  excellence!

PASR	
  State	
  Convention	
  Reports	
  	
  

hosted	
  by	
  Region	
  12,	
  Pittsburgh	
  and	
  Allegheny	
  Chapters.	
  The	
  following	
  articles	
  were	
  submitted	
  by	
  PghASR	
  

Donna  Vlassich  (left)  and  Ellen  Estomin  (right)
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With	
  almost	
  100	
   items	
  ranging	
   from	
  huge	
  wine	
  baskets	
  

to	
   original	
   artworks	
   including	
   pottery	
   bowls,	
  watercolors	
  

Fund	
  of	
  PASR.	
  Credit	
  for	
  its	
  smooth	
  organization	
  belongs	
  to	
  
chairpersons	
  Donna	
  Dado	
  of	
  Allegheny	
  Country	
  PASR	
  and	
  
Marsha	
   Tharp	
   of	
   Pittsburgh	
   PASR	
   and	
   the	
   hard-­‐working	
  

experience.	
   The	
   generous	
   responses	
   of	
   state	
   chapters	
  

Flowing	
  with	
  Entertainment
Donna	
  Vlassich

sounds	
   of	
   jazz	
   played	
   by	
   the	
   Old	
   School	
   Band	
   featuring	
  
Flo	
  Wilson,	
  a	
  Pittsburgh	
  great.	
  Delegates	
  and	
  guests	
  were	
  

during	
  the	
  opening	
  social.	
  

from	
   the	
   Pittsburgh	
   Obama	
   Drama	
   Department	
   treated	
  
our	
  guests	
   to	
   a	
   selection	
  of	
   songs	
   from	
   their	
  2015	
   spring	
  
musical,	
  SHOUT!	
  SHOUT!	
  was	
  nominated	
  for	
  ten	
  Gene	
  Kelly	
  
Awards	
  and	
  won	
  six.	
  A	
  special	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  director	
  Kelly	
  
McKrell	
   and	
   Principal	
   Dr.	
  Wayne	
  Walters	
   for	
  making	
   this	
  
happen!

James	
  White,	
   Co-­‐President	
   of	
   Region	
   12,	
   led	
   the	
   entire	
  
delegate	
  group	
  in	
  song	
  as	
  we	
  opened	
  each	
  plenary	
  session.	
  

One	
  of	
  the	
  enrichment	
  sessions	
  offered	
  to	
  delegates	
  and	
  
members	
   was	
   a	
   walk-­‐through	
   behind	
   the	
   scenes	
   of	
   the	
  

Debra	
  S.	
  Rucki

On	
   behalf	
   of	
   the	
   Pittsburgh-­‐Allegheny	
   Chapters	
   of	
  

due	
   to	
   your	
   assistance.	
   	
  Whether	
   you	
   assisted	
   by	
  making	
  
a	
   presentation,	
   introducing	
   a	
   speaker,	
   registering	
   guests,	
  

been	
  possible.	
  The	
  Pittsburgh	
  and	
  Allegheny	
  members	
  came	
  
through	
  as	
  always	
  by	
  stepping	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  plate.	
  No	
  wonder	
  

again	
   to	
   all	
   of	
   our	
   champions	
  who	
  made	
   this	
   year’s	
  PASR	
  

and	
   associate	
   professor	
   at	
   Point	
   Park,	
   shared	
   pictures	
  
and	
   personal	
   stories	
   of	
   booking	
   artists	
   such	
   as	
   America,	
  

Williams	
  and	
  Jay	
  Leno.

Debra  Rucki  (left)  and  Donna  Vlassich  (right)

Vendors  added  

to  the  festive  

atmosphere  of  

the  convention.
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By	
  A.	
  Jay	
  Gross

Director.	
  The	
  primary	
  message	
  presented	
  at	
  this	
  meeting	
  was	
  that	
  this	
  year	
  there	
  
are	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  major	
  changes	
   to	
   the	
  plans	
  being	
  offered	
  by	
  HOP.	
   It	
   should	
  also	
  

before	
  retiring.	
  

Sharp!	
  Activities	
  to	
  Keep	
  Mentally	
  Fit
A.	
  Jay	
  Gross

sit	
  in	
  on	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  the	
  Personal	
  Enrichment	
  Seminars	
  that	
  

Esq.	
  a	
  former	
  judge.	
  He	
  explained	
  how	
  it	
  has	
  become	
  more	
  

and	
  banking	
  information.	
  

Lynn	
   Raith,	
   both	
   former	
   Pittsburgh	
   Public	
   School	
   math	
  
people.	
  	
  They	
  presented	
  to	
  the	
  group	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  paper	
  and	
  
pencil	
  games	
  and	
  puzzles	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  the	
  type	
  of	
  math	
  

They	
  also	
  presented	
  references	
  to	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  online	
  games	
  

It’s	
  Not	
  our	
  Parents’	
  Retirement!
Ken	
  Kwasniewski,	
  Legislative	
  Committee

When	
  our	
  parents	
  retired,	
  many	
  of	
  them	
  laid	
  down	
  their	
  

where	
   they	
   played	
   cards	
   and	
   bingo,	
   shot	
   pool,	
   busied	
  

of	
  course,	
  eat	
  with	
  friends.

on	
  what	
  retirement	
  is	
  today	
  and	
  can	
  be	
  tomorrow.	
  

A.  Jay  Gross  (left)  and  Joe  Poerio  (right)

William  (Jack)  Simmons,  Esq,  presenter  of  “Fraud  Identify  Theft”

Volunteers  at  the  convention  registration  table



By	
  Bob	
  Marko,	
  Region	
  12	
  L/PEC	
  Chairman

let	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  the	
  PASR	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  has	
  taken	
  the	
  

and	
   responsible	
   Pension	
   Reform	
   Plan	
   entitled	
   Pension	
  
Reform	
   2

funds	
  they	
  are	
  currently	
  entitled	
  to	
  withdraw	
  in	
  a	
  lump	
  sum	
  

pay	
   the	
  $53	
  billion	
  unfunded	
  pension	
   liability	
   in	
  14	
  years	
  

pension	
  fund	
  debt	
  without	
  a	
  major	
  state	
  tax	
  increase.	
  This	
  is	
  

11

Please	
   review	
   the	
   PASR	
   website	
   (www.PASR.org)	
  

to	
   get	
   the	
   latest	
   information	
   about	
   the	
   PASR	
   Pension	
  

Reform	
  2	
  plan.

All	
   PASR	
   members	
   need	
   each	
   other	
   to	
   help	
   notify	
   our	
  

and	
   colleagues	
   and	
  encourage	
   them	
   to	
   contact	
   their	
   state	
  
legislators	
  regarding	
  this	
  important	
  Pension	
  Reform	
  2	
  plan.	
  

plan.	
  Keep	
  in	
  mind	
  that	
  many	
  school	
  retirees	
  are	
  not	
  able	
  to	
  
use	
  current	
  computer	
  technology.

below	
  for	
  your	
  donation.

	
  Remember:	
  If	
  the	
  current	
  retirement	
  system	
  is	
  

to	
  continue,	
  it	
  is	
  up	
  to	
  me.	
  

A.	
  Jay	
  Gross

On	
  behalf	
  of	
  Debra	
  Rucki,	
  James	
  White	
  and	
  myself,	
  
I	
   would	
   like	
   to	
   thank	
   all	
   of	
   the	
   wonderful	
   PghASR	
  

was	
  greatly	
  appreciated!



12

In Memoriam
Mary  Acks

Joan  Beggs

Patrick  Devine

Mary  Lou  Palsa

Marcelene  Patterson

Mary  Porinchak

Margaret  Simmons

Hilda  Sundermann

Avis    Sweeney

Joseph  Woods

Memorial Honor Fund
 In Memory of Contributor 
	
   Dr.	
  Tom	
  Baker	
   Ronald	
  Conant
	
   Cheryl	
  Casebeer	
   Ronald	
  Conant

	
   Dr.	
  Helen	
  Faison	
   Sidney	
  Feiler
	
   Dr.	
  Helen	
  Faison	
   William	
  Fisher
	
   Dr.	
  Helen	
  Faison	
   John	
  Soboslay
	
   Dr.	
  Helen	
  Faison	
   Marsha	
  Tharp
	
   Edwin	
  Harr	
   John	
  Soboslay

Carolyn Olasewere

	
   Juanita	
  Means	
   Ronald	
  Conant

	
   	
   and	
  Gerald	
  Mamros
	
   Dr.	
  Stephen	
  P.	
  Radkowski	
   Joan	
  Morton
	
   Francis	
  J.	
  Rifugiato	
   Helen	
  Wilson

	
   Leo	
  Woods	
   William	
  Fisher
	
   Lewis	
  Wright	
   Ronald	
  Conant

To	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  Memorial	
  Honor	
  Fund,	
  please	
  send	
  

your	
   donation	
   to	
   Eileen	
   Gavin,	
   PghASR	
   Treasurer,	
   at	
  

check	
  payable	
  to	
  PghASR.	
  Thank	
  you!

PghASR Scholarship Fund Donors	
  
We	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  acknowledge	
  Cathy	
  DeRiggi’s	
  especially	
  
generous	
  donation	
  to	
  the	
  Education	
  Fund	
  in	
  honor	
  of	
  her	
  

father,	
  Dr.	
  Dominic	
  F.	
  Iannotta.	
  

We	
  would	
  also	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  Catherine	
  Dargo	
  for	
  her	
  
donation	
  to	
  the	
  fund.	
  

The	
   PghASR	
   Scholarship	
   Fund	
   relies	
   on	
   its	
   donors	
   for	
  

funding.	
  Contributions	
  of	
  any	
  amount	
  are	
  greatly	
  appreciated.	
  

Please	
  consider	
  donating	
  to	
  this	
  worthy	
  endeavor.	
  For	
  further	
  

information,	
  contact	
  Donna	
  Vlassich	
  @dvlassich@gmail.com.

Send	
  donations	
  to	
  Eileen	
  Gavin,	
  PghASR	
  Treasurer,	
  at	
  1120	
  

to	
  PghASR	
  and	
  indicate	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  the	
  Scholarship	
  Fund.	
  

Please	
  Consider	
  Donating	
  

Please	
  consider	
  making	
  a	
  donation	
  to	
  help	
  defray	
  the	
  cost	
  
of	
  printing	
  and	
  mailing	
  the	
  PghASR	
  Newsletter.	
  The	
  PghASR	
  

responded	
  since	
  our	
  last	
  publication.	
  To	
  donate,	
  make	
  your	
  

Donors
Michaeline	
  Srsic

Carolyn Olasewere

Social	
  Service	
  Memorial	
  Honor	
  Fund

One	
   of	
   the	
   goals	
   of	
   PghASR	
   is	
   to	
   keep	
   in	
   touch	
   with	
  

form	
  below).	
  This	
  is	
  just	
  one	
  way	
  we	
  all	
  can	
  help	
  members	
  
in	
  their	
  time	
  of	
  need.	
  

We	
   submit	
   a	
   yearly	
   report	
   to	
   the	
   state	
   organization	
   on	
  

Please	
  complete	
  and	
  send	
  this	
  form	
  to	
  Joseph	
  Poerio,	
  
979	
   Crest	
   Lane,	
   Carnegie,	
   PA	
   15106,	
   or	
   email	
   the	
  

Telephone	
  calls	
  	
  ________	
  	
  

Cards	
  	
  ________	
  	
  

Flowers	
  	
  ________

Gifts	
  	
  ________

Other	
  	
  	
  ________

2.	
  	
  Members	
  who	
  were	
  ill,	
  hospitalized,	
  etc.,	
  as	
  follows	
  
	
   in	
  total:

Telephone	
  calls	
  	
  ________	
  	
  

Cards	
  	
  ________	
  	
  

Flowers	
  	
  ________

Gifts	
  	
  ________

Other	
  	
  	
  ________

Phone	
  	
  ___________________________________________________	
  	
  

Email	
  	
  ____________________________________________________
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Community	
  Service,	
  2015
James	
  W.	
  White,	
  Community	
  Service	
  Chairperson

As	
  Chapters	
  of	
  PASR,	
  Region	
  12,	
  PghASR	
  and	
  ACASR	
  will	
  
continue	
  to	
  support	
   the	
  goals	
  of	
  PASR.	
  Our	
  challenges	
  are	
  

in	
   our	
   local	
   areas.	
   We	
   are	
   asking	
   members	
   to	
   continue	
  
donating	
  nonperishable	
  items	
  to	
  the	
  food	
  bank.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  

bulk	
  items	
  that	
  will	
  accommodate	
  and	
  feed	
  more	
  families.	
  

accepted.	
  	
  All	
  checks	
  should	
  be	
  made	
  payable	
  to	
  PghASR.	
  	
  

In	
  addition,	
  we	
  are	
  accepting	
  gift	
  cards	
  in	
  denominations	
  

to	
   homeless	
   youth	
   organizations	
   in	
   Pittsburgh	
   and	
  
surrounding	
  areas.	
  If	
  you	
  would	
  prefer	
  that	
  the	
  Community	
  

White,	
  Chairperson.	
  All	
  donations	
  are	
  accepted	
  at	
  committee	
  
meetings,	
   luncheons,	
   and	
   other	
   functions	
   sponsored	
   by	
  
Region	
  12,	
  PghASR	
  and	
  ACASR.

When	
  most	
  of	
  us	
  retired,	
  we	
  thought	
  all	
  we	
  wanted	
  to	
  do	
  

some	
   of	
   us	
   began	
   to	
   feel	
   the	
   desire	
   to	
  make	
   a	
   difference,	
  

Each	
   year	
   PASR	
   state	
   and	
   local	
   committee	
   members	
  

people	
   are	
   a	
   burden	
   on	
   society.	
  We	
   are	
   an	
   asset!	
   The	
  

their	
   communities	
   far	
   exceeds	
   the	
   amount	
   that	
   taxpayers	
  

important	
   fact	
   that	
   the	
   general	
   public	
   needs	
   to	
   be	
   made	
  
aware	
   of,	
   particularly	
   when	
   asked	
   to	
   help	
   maintain	
   the	
  

Please	
   take	
   the	
   time	
   to	
   complete	
   and	
   return	
   the	
   PASR	
  

newsletter.	
  	
  

James	
  W.	
  White,	
  Community	
  Service	
  Chairperson

The	
   Pittsburgh	
   and	
  
Allegheny	
  Chapters,	
  Region	
  
12,	
   are	
   proud	
   to	
   announce	
  
the	
   2015	
   Volunteer	
   of	
   the	
  

This	
   year’s	
   awardee	
   is	
  
Ms.	
   Earlene	
   Henderson.	
  	
  
Earlene	
  is	
  a	
  graduate	
  of	
  the	
  
Pittsburgh	
   Public	
   Schools,	
  
Westinghouse	
  High	
   School,	
  

her	
  B.S.	
  degree	
  from	
  Morgan	
  

degree	
   from	
   Penn	
   State	
  

in	
   2005	
   after	
   teaching	
   at	
  
South	
   Hills	
   and	
   Brashear	
  
High	
   Schools	
   in	
   the	
   Home	
  
Economics	
  Department.

Since	
   retirement,	
   Earlene	
   has	
   spent	
   many	
   hours	
  

help	
  others	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  assistance.	
  Earlene	
  is	
  known	
  
to	
  show	
  up	
  at	
  your	
  door	
  with	
   food	
   in	
  hand	
  and	
  willing	
   to	
  
help	
   in	
   any	
   way	
   possible.	
   	
   Also,	
   she	
   is	
   a	
   member	
   of	
   the	
  
Homewood	
  A.M.E.	
  Zion	
  Church.

Anderson	
   Missionaries	
   Society	
   for	
   many	
   years.	
   During	
  

surrounding	
  communities	
  at	
  nursing	
  homes,	
  soup	
  kitchens,	
  

Christmas	
  Toys	
  for	
  Tots,	
  women’s	
  shelters,	
  homeless	
  youth	
  
organizations	
  and	
  many	
  others.	
  When	
  we	
  think	
  of	
   the	
  old	
  

Jefferson	
  Award	
  sponsored	
  by	
  the	
  Community	
  Champions	
  
Program	
   and	
   Pittsburgh	
   Post-­‐Gazette	
   in	
   2006	
   for	
   her	
  

to	
   Earlene	
   at	
   the	
   annual	
   PghASR	
   Holiday	
   Luncheon	
   on	
  

Congratulations,	
  Earlene!	
  	
  

Images	
  of	
  America:	
  

Pittsburgh’s	
  Bridges

Images	
   of	
   America:	
   Pittsburgh’s	
   Bridges

Volunteer  of  the  Year  

Earlene  Henderson
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PITTSBURGH ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RETIREES

2013 OFFICERS

 Assistant Treasurer,

 Secretary, Corresponding Carolyn Olasewere 3500 Sirius St., Pittsburgh PA 15214 412-321-9510

 

2013 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

 Retirement Planning Ad Hoc Committee

Newsletter

is	
  prepared	
  by	
  the	
  Editorial	
  Board:

Richard	
  Bassett
Marsha	
  Tharp
Helen	
  Wilson

With	
  help	
  from	
  many	
  others

How to Access the PghASR Website

Do	
   you	
   need	
   information	
   or	
   a	
   registration	
   form	
   for	
   an	
   upcoming	
  

Here’s	
  how	
  to	
  access	
  the	
  PghASR	
  website:

1.	
   Go	
  to	
  www.pasr.org.	
  When	
  the	
  PASR	
  homepage	
  opens,	
  click	
  on	
  the	
  
LOCAL	
  ASSOCIATIONS	
   tab	
   in	
   the	
   top	
  bar	
   to	
   the	
  right	
  of	
   the	
   large	
  
PASR	
  logo.	
  	
  

2.	
  
12	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  map.	
  	
  

3.	
   On	
   the	
  next	
  page	
  you’ll	
   see	
   information	
  about	
  Region	
  12.	
   	
  At	
   the	
  
right	
   of	
   that	
   page	
   are	
   two	
   categories,	
   LOCAL	
  ASSOCIATIONS	
   and	
  
REGION	
  12	
  CHAPTER	
  WEBSITES.	
  	
  Click	
  on	
  the	
  Pittsburgh	
  link	
  un-­‐
der	
  REGION	
  12	
  CHAPTER	
  WEBSITES	
  to	
  get	
  to	
  the	
  PghASR	
  website.	
  

pghpasr@yahoo.com
www.pasr.org
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Mark your Calendar for These Upcoming Events!

PghASR

Holiday Luncheon
Rivers  Casino

See page 3 for details.

CRATE	
  Kitchenware	
  Store	
  and	
  Cooking	
  School!

Tuesday,	
  April	
  5,	
  2016

11:30	
  a.m.	
  	
  


