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320 PAST AND PRESENT OF CALHOUN COUNTY

In organizing the church near his home. At the present time he is
living retired from active business, and he and his wife occupy a pleag-
ant home in Boone.

To Mr. and Mrs. Vontrees has been born one daughter, Erpmy
The family is well known in the community, Mr. and Mrs. Vontreey
having many warm friends. He is an Odd Fellow, holding member-
ship in the lodge at Somers, in which he has filled all of the offices,
He is likewise an active member of the encampment. Other than this
he concentrates his energies upon his business affairs and his diligence
and determination have been the guiding forces in his life and constj-
tute the secret of his success.

FRANK A. WHITNEY.

Frank A. Whitney is the efficient cashier of the Somers Savings
Bank. He was born at Fonda, Iowa, September 3, 1878, a son of
Charles and Louisa (Blakeslee) Whitney, both of whom were natives
of New York. The father devoted his life to the work of the farm
and upon leaving the east established his home in Minnesota, whence
he afterward removed to Iowa, settling in Sac county, where he cast
in his lot with the pioneer settlers. He took up his abode on Coon
river, becoming a resident of Iowa in the early ’60s. He afterward
removed to the vicinity of Fonda, Pocahontas county, and took a
helpful part in promoting the early development and upbuilding of
-that region. His aid and cooperation could always be counted upon
to further plans and measures for the general good, and his name
became associated with the material, intellectual and moral progress
of his community. He was one of the organizers of the First Meth-
odist Episcopal church of that locality, and his interest in church
work proved a forceful element in its advancement.

Frank A. Whitney received good educational opportunities. He
supplemented his early training by a high-school course in Fonda
and afterward pursued a commercial course in Valparaiso, Indiana.
His initial step in the business world was made as a clerk in a
grocery store at Pomeroy, where he remained until 1901, when he
came to Somers and was made assistant cashier of the Somers Secur-
ity Bank. In 1911 this institution was incorporated under the name
of the Somers Savings Bank, of which he became the cashier and
also one of the stockholders and directors. His business ability, his
spirit of enterprise and his determination have been strong elements
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in advancing the growth of this institution and establishing its busi-
pess upon a sure foundation.

Mr. Whitney was united in marriage to Miss Bessie Moore, who
was born in Calhoun county, Iowa, a daughter of Thomas F. and
Minnie (Cheselie) Moore. In 1875 the father arrived in Calhoun
county and engaged in farming in this county until his retirement
from active business life. He still owns land in this part of the state,
put makes his home in Somers, and he is also a stockholder and
director of the bank. He has long been an active worker and earnest
supporter of the Odd Fellows society, being identified with the sub-
ordinate lodge, the encampment and the canton. He was quite active
as one of the organizers of the lodge at Somers and has done much
+o further the interests of the order. Mrs. Whitney is an only child
and by her marriage has become the mother of one daughter, Mary
Frances.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Whitney hold membership in the Methodist
church, in the work of which they are deeply and helpfully interested,
and in social circles she is likewise very prominent. Mr. Whitney
I secome a well-known leader in the local ranks of the republican
party, his opinions carrying weight in its councils. He has served as
one of the city aldermen and has done much in support of a pro-
gressive administration that will work not only for the immediate
but for the future good of the town. He belongs to the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and has been active in all three branches of
that order. In a word, his influence is on the side of advancement
and improvement and he indorses all those measures and principles
which have to do with the material, intellectual, political, social and
moral progress of the community.

REUBEN axo CHARLES M. STENNETT.

The gentlemen whose names introduce this review are successful
farmers of Jackson township, their holdings comprising two hundred
and twenty acres on section 34. The former was born in Cass county,
Michigan, December 23, 1859, while the birth of Charles M. Stennett
~ occurred on a farm in Jackson township, Calhoun county, Towa,

March 9, 1862. Their father, John Stennett, was born in Ayrshire,
~ Scotland, in February, 1831, and in the year 1852 made his way to
. Inada, where, on the 1st of May, 1853, he was united in marriage
to Miss Eliza Wilson, of Thurl, Canada. In 1854 they removed to

|
»
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County, Iowa. He was the son of Amos and Anna Watts and died November
20, 1959.

He graduated from Birmingham High School in 1912. He attended Iowa
Wesleyan College, Iowa State University, Iowa State Teachers College and
Williams College of Embalming. He was a World War I veteran.

He married Fannie Eide of Des Moines to whom two children were born. .

He was a senior partner in the Watts-Soll Furniture Business and Funer-
al Home of Murray.

He was a member of the Masons, Eastern Star, American Legion and the
Methodist Church.

He served as a Representative in the Forty-fourth General Assembly from
Van Buren County and the Fifty-seventh General Assembly as a Repre-
sentative from Clarke County.

He is survived by his wife and a daughter, Mrs. Rolland Miller of
Waterloo, and a son, David Watts of New York City.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
ninth General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable
Stanley Stull Watts the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and
useful public servant, and the House by this resolution would express its
?ppreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members of his
amily. ’

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

CeciL V. Lurz,
FRANKLIN S. MAIN,
SCOTT SWISHER,

- Committee.

| FRANK A. WHITNEY

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso-
f lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late
Frank A. Whitney, begs leave to submit the following memorial:

Frank A. Whitney, former Democratic Representative from Calhoun

County, in the Forty-seventh session of the General Assembly, died August

:1, 1959. He was born in Pocahontas County, Iowa, on a farm near Fonda,

in 1882. He received his early education in the rural schools of Pocahontas

Qounty, graduated from the Fonda High School and completed a commer-

cial course at the Northern Indiana Normal Training School. He returned

to Calhoun County, Iowa, in 1900 where he married Bessie A. Moore and

they had one daughter, Mary. Mr. Whitney served as cashier of the Somers

Savings Bank of Somers, Iowa, for twenty-five years. He was active in

o~ local community affairs, was a member of the county school board and also

() a member of the Methodist Church. He was also a member of Masonic and
o 1. 0. 0. F. lodges.

_Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
ninth General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Histol
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Frank A: Whitney the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and
useful public servant and the House, by this resolution, would express its
appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members of the
family. T : ,

Be It Further Resolved:. That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

DEWEY SUMMA,

WIiLLARD M. FREED,
ELMER F. LANGB,
Commiittee.
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Birth Date: 3 Sep 1878
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