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Capt. Sarah Lambert,  

CPT, MS, PAARNG 

Program Manager 

 

February 13, 2014 

Re: Proposal for Family Retreat Program for Combat Veterans and Families 

 

Dear Capt. Lambert: 

 

Thank you for your request to submit a letter of proposal to the PAARNG regarding our 

plans for the Family Retreat program at Beacon Lodge Camp. PA Lions Beacon Lodge Camp 

board of directors, staff, other Lions and interested individuals are currently developing plans 

to present Project New Hope at Beacon Lodge; a new program dedicated to the needs of 

disabled combat veterans.  All U.S. combat veterans and their families will be welcome.  

           The goal of Project New Hope at Beacon Lodge is to expand the services provided by 

the camp for the past 65 years to the blind and handicapped residents of Pennsylvania to 

include a retreat program for veterans and their family members to deal with their lives after 

wartime service.  

Project New Hope at Beacon Lodge Camp, located in Mount Union, PA in central 

Pennsylvania, offers an ideal outdoor retreat that encompasses 583 acres of scenic mountain 

woodland with fully accessible facilities, accommodations and activities. The camp offers two 

areas of housing at the camp available to veterans and their families to relax and enjoy the 

peaceful surroundings, while also offering the opportunity to hear guest speakers and 

participate in activities that include a large outdoor pavilion, playground, outdoor heated 

swimming pool that is wheelchair-accessible, lake for fishing and paddle-boating, nature trails, 

camping facilities, archery/22 rifle range, climbing tower, zip line and much more.  It is a 

wonderful facility – a perfect place for Project New Hope! 

 PA Lions Beacon Lodge Camp has five full time employees who run the office, the camp, 

and maintain the facilities. Other part-time personnel are hired as temporary help during the 

camping season. Efforts are being made to identify Federal, State and Local resources to 

support and run Project New Hope at Beacon Lodge. Consideration should be given to 

governmental agencies, local volunteers, National Guard and Reserve Units, veteran’s service 

employees, veteran’s center and hospital staff, other veterans support groups and local medical 

personnel. Project New Hope at Beacon Lodge will furnish accommodations and present 

activities in a relaxed atmosphere where veterans and families will be provided supportive, 
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educational, and recreational opportunities. The facilities in both the upper and lower sections 

of the camp can accommodate between 20-25 families. Project New Hope at Beacon Lodge can 

offer a weekend retreat, or a week long camping experience. The inaugural session of Project 

New Hope at Beacon Lodge has been scheduled for Labor Day weekend 2014, August 28
th

 

through the 31
st

.    

       Committee members are currently researching grants and other funding opportunities to 

make the camping session free of charge to the attendees.  

       Thank You for taking the time to consider our efforts to expand the use of our camp 

facilities in a positive and productive manner. We would appreciate an opportunity to meet 

with you and representatives of the PAARNG to offer a better view of our facilities and 

proposed program. I can be contacted at 570-823-6035 or e-mail: robjmill@aol.com. 

Sincerely, 

 

Joan Milligan 

Past District Governor 

Marketing Chairperson 

PA Lions Beacon Lodge Camp 

(570) 823-6035, (570) 262-6388 

E-mail: robjmill@aol.com 
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