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2012 west  virginia gis conference in m organtown m ay 8
-  11

MORGANTOWN,  W.Va.  -  More than  200 of  West  Virginia’s geospat ial  leaders,  m anagers and  technology
leaders will m eet  at  West  Virginia University  in Morgantown  May  8 – 11  for  this year’s State  Geographic
I nform at ion  System  (GI S)  Conference.  Events will be held in WVU’s Brooks Hall located at  98  Beechurst
Avenue.

Using geography to  plan and  m ake decisions is not  new, but  the effort  has been  enhanced  by  GI S
technology.  GI S integrates com puter  hardware,  software and  data for  capturing,  m anaging, analyzing  and
m apping  all form s of  geographically  referenced inform at ion.  GI S has in im portant  role in solving  som e of
the m ajor  issues facing  the state,  including econom ic developm ent ,  tourism ,  t ransportat ion, im provem ent  of
various services, and  m any  others.  
The conference will provide learning opportunit ies to  representat ives from  all levels of  governm ent ,
academ ia, nonprofits,  and  the pr ivate  sector.  They  will find out  about  new m ethods for  researching,  t raining
and  sharing ideas and  m ethods in GI S applicat ions ranging from  econom ic developm ent ,  public health, and
t ransportat ion, to  natural resource m anagem ent  and  geospat ial  research.  

This year’s conference them e is “Achieving Success with  GI S in the Mountain  State,”  which refers to  the
num erous GI S applicat ions and  research projects that  benefit  the cit izens of  West  Virginia and  our nat ion.
Exam ples include land- use planning, m arket ing,  wet land  ident ificat ion,  perm it  t racking,  parcel and  tax
m apping,  natural resources m anagem ent ,  engineering design,  road  and  ut ilit y  m aintenance, and  em ergency
services dispatching.
“By gathering experts from  an array of  different  fields,  these conferences have the abilit y  to  generate a
com m on understanding of  our local  and  regional  geography,”  said  State  GI S Coordinator  Tony  Sim ental.  “ I
hope this conference will encourage GI S professionals to  collaborate for  bet ter  future developm ent  in West
Virginia.”

This bi-annual conference will be hosted by the West Virginia GIS Technical Center, the

State Office of GIS Coordination, and the WV Association of Geospatial Professionals.   More

information about the conference and GIS technology can be found online at

http://wvagp.org/conference/2012/.
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