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Early in my career, I’d hear about guys with long score-
less droughts and just think, How’s that even possible? It
made no sense to me.

But then there I was, sitting on the bench for the Montreal
Canadiens, watching our home fans in the stands dancing
around in sombreros and singing “Happy Birthday” in
honor of my one-year goal drought.

By that point, [ was fully aware of my poor play. My lack
of scoring was the subject of TV reports, newspaper col-
umns and, yes, its own website. But it was at that mo-
ment, serving as the butt of a bad joke for 20,000 fans at
the Bell Centre, that it hit me hardest.

“Holy shit, I'm that guy now.”

Life and hockey kind of mirror each other in the sense
that when you’re having good times, it’s difficult to imag-
ine how things will ever go wrong. And when you’re hav-
ing bad times, well, yeah.

One of the questions athletes often get asked is what pro-
fession they would go into if they weren’t playing their
sport, and my honest answer is that I have no idea. I
knew I wanted to play in the NHL when I was 5 years
old, and from that time until now, it was hockey, hockey,
hockey.

By the time I was eligible for the draft, I was considered
one of the top prospects in the world. I ended up suffering
an injury, which resulted in me falling in the draft. I was
devastated at the time, but I realize now that it was one of
the best things to ever happen to me because I ended up
getting picked by the New Jersey Devils.

Talk about being spoiled. The Devils provided me with an
Ivy League education in hockey. Larry Robinson, Slava
Fetisov, Scott Stevens, Bobby Holik, Randy McKay, Jay
Pandolfo, Scott Niedermayer, Ken Daneyko — not to

mention the leadership that comes from Lou Lamoriello at
the very top of the organization. I can’t think of a better
group of guys to show someone the ropes in the NHL, and
learning from them flat-out made me a better hockey
player and person.

That’s not just lip service. I’ll give you an example.

Once when I was riding a hot streak, I remember being on
the team plane reading about how great I was doing. Joe
Nieuwendyk walked over, grabbed the paper from me and
said, “Gomer, don’t read that shit.” And I was kind of con-
fused and then he told me, “Get in the habit right now of
not reading the paper, because one day they’re going to
start writing things about you that you won’t want to
read.” Joe was one of the best leaders I’ve ever been
around in this sport. There’s a certain code amongst
hockey players. When a guy like Joe Nieuwendyk tells
you not to do something, you listen.

I had no idea at the time just how valuable his advice
would turn out to be.

(Continued on page 4)
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President’s Message
by Trudy Stetter

Retro night was awesome this year, coinciding as it did
with St. Patrick’s Day. The only thing missing was Patrik
O’Elias and his green derby, who unfortunately was out
with back spasms.

While we had to forego seeing our very own Czech lepre-
chaun this year, many fans were lucky enough to witness
almost the entire team from the Devils first Cup-winning
season play together once more early in the month of
March. The Red vs White Alumni game was spirited and
full of surprises and laughter. The starting goalie for the
White team wasn’t even wearing a number, and many
wondered why they introduced him as Bruce Driver when
he skated out onto the ice. Shortly thereafter it became
apparent why: number 30, wearing a goalie jersey, but
not the pads or helmet, skated out to raucous cheers as he
was announced as one of the forwards for the White team.
After two amazing periods with many goals, various half-
hearted attempts to foul other players, and some joking,
pushing and hitting, the teams hit the ice again, with num-
ber 30 again between the pipes. It was a great way to end
the game and the fans let both teams know how much
they are still loved in the state of New Jersey.

The next day, the huge game against the Philadelphia Fly-
ers was electric, starting with a fantastic pre-game cere-
mony honoring the 1994-95 team and ending with a
trouncing of the hated Flyers. This was a huge win for the
Devils late in a season that they are valiantly trying to
prolong. With only two weeks remaining, the end of the
regular season is so close you can touch it. The Devils
must continue to play all-out. Focusing on the opponent at
hand and taking things a game at a time are crucial at
times like these. Passion and hunger can generate a
chance to win each and every game. We know this team
has what it takes to succeed. In this home stretch, every
point counts and every win is big in the race for the play-
offs. So come out and be heard, Devils fans. Show up and
cheer on the Devils in their quest for a playoff spot.

A very special thank you to Roland Dratch, MSG Director
of New Jersey Devils Programming, for his guest appear-
ance at our March DFC meeting. He is truly a remarkable
person and a wonderful supporter of our Devils Fan Club.
He had some fascinating stories to share. We appreciate
him taking the time to speak with us.

Congratulations:

February 27- Jon Merrill played in his 100" NHL game.

February 27- Mark Fraser played in his 200™ NHL game.

March 6-Cory Schneider appeared in his 200" NHL
game.

March 8- The New Jersey Devils celebrated the 20™ anni-
versary of their1 995 Stanley Cup championship.

March 8- Scott Gomez recorded 2 assists to pass John
MacLean for third place in Devils points history.

(Continued on page 3)
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March 10- Scott Gomez scored his sixth goal of the season

passing Scott Niedermayer for sole possession of

fourth place on the Devils’ all-time scoring list.

March 14- Mike Cammalleri became the 18" player in
NHL history to have 25-goal seasons with four
teams: LA, CGY, MTL, NJ.

March 17- The Devils wore their retro green and red jer-
seys for the sixth time since changing to the cur-
rent red and black.

March 20 — Steve Bernier scored two goals, the second

being his 100"™NHL goal.
Jordin Tootoo was chosen as the Devils candidate
for the 2015 Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy by
the New Jersey chapter of the Pro Hockey Writers
Association.

Information on the 2015 NHLBC Convention in Nashville
is available on our website and at our game night table. The
camp T-shirt order form was just released and is on our
web site. Further information is included later in this news-
letter.

The upcoming Garden State Games Ice Hockey Tourna-
ment is a great opportunity to help New Jersey’s youth play
our favorite game. Please consider volunteering for this
enjoyable event at the Ice Vault in Wayne this June. No
experience necessary! You will be taught how to perform
any of the required tasks. We can use scorekeepers, timers,
announcers, penalty box personnel, and music committee,
among other functions.

The Devils Fan Club exclusive game promotions are avail-
able at www.newjerseydevils.com/dfc with special code:
dfc. Proceeds go to DFC charities, primarily youth hockey.
Use this opportunity to bring friends, co-workers and fam-
ily to the games; the playoff seeds are not set yet and it
should be a thrilling finish to the regular season.

DFC elections are right around the corner. We are eager for
you to join in and share your support, special interests, and
skills.

Our regular-season trips are complete. Thanks to all those
who helped in any capacity. The trips provided great boosts
for both the Devils and their fans.

Be sure to come and support the Devils as they fight for
points and wins in the mad dash to the playoffs!

SEE YOU AT THE ROCK!
DEVILS HOCKEY...LIVEIT...EATIT...
BREATHEIIT...

Burning Issues - Volume 33 #8- Page 3

Help Us Help You
Street Address * Zip Code Plus Four
Telephone Area Code * Email Address
Expiration Date * Family Membership
Definition

Recently the DFC has identified six items found on the
membership application that have led to the following
problems: newsletters arrived late or were never received;
our committee chairpersons were unable to contact mem-
bers without checking a telephone information center (a
time-consuming and costly endeavor); e-mail was re-
turned as undeliverable; duplicate applications required
refunds; and family membership required reprocessing.
By taking a few steps, we can improve our delivery to
you.

Address line:

Please make sure your address includes Street, Avenue,
Road, Place, etc.

If you have an apartment number or floor, please include
it.

Zip Code + Four:

The post office is requesting that the DFC include your
zip code plus four number to expedite your mail delivery.
If you don’t know your zip plus four number, it can be
found on your utility, telephone or banking statement.
They include the extra four digits to decrease mailing
costs. With your help, the DFC can do the same.

Telephone area code:
Today, we have more than one area code in a geographic
area. Please make sure that YOUR area code is current.

E-Mail address:

The use of e-mail enables the DFC to bring members up-
to-date with new or updated information. Most of our e-
mail problems are caused by unreadable or misspelled e-
mail addresses. Many letters and numbers look the same
when hand written so PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.
Don’t forget to contact us when you change your e-mail
address.

Expiration Date:

The top line on the right side of your printed mailing ad-
dress label contains your membership expiration date. The
top section of the newsletter electronic delivery email also
contains your membership expiration date. Please
CHECK IT before sending in your renewal. Note: we do
not process renewals after the end of the regular season
(usually mid April) until the start of our new fiscal year,
July 1. There are no newsletters in July and August.

Family Membership:

A family membership allows up to TWO adults at the
same address. Should your application contain more than
two adults, the application WILL be returned for correc-
tion, requiring a delay in activating your membership.
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My greatest skill on the ice has always been passing the
puck. The greatest joy I feel during a game is when I’'m
able to set up a goal for my teammate. When your best skill
is passing and you play on a team with extremely talented
players, you’re going to look pretty decent. There’s no
greater satisfaction than knowing that you’re doing what
you’re meant to do in the place you’re meant to do it. In
those first seven seasons with the Devils, we won two
Stanley Cups.

I remember when I was 23 or 24 watching a game in the
training room, and during the broadcast they mentioned
someone’s salary and I went, “Wow!” And the trainer
looked at me and said, “You dumb ass, you’re going to be
making that one day.”

Growing up in Alaska, my mom was a hairdresser and my
dad was a construction worker. My parents came from
a poor upbringing, but I didn’t grow up poor. They always
provided me with everything I needed. I promised my
Mom when I was 8 years old that I would buy her a house
one day. That was certainly one of the motivating factors in
wanting to make it to the NHL, but it wasn’t the only one.
During my childhood, I wasn’t surrounded by money, so it
was never really glamorized.

Regardless, when 1 was presented with the opportunity to
sign my first big contract in 2007, I took it. Every player
wants to stay in the league long enough to make it to free
agency. You’re never going to make this kind of money
again. Any vet will tell you that you should take advantage
of the opportunity, and be smart with it. Four teams made
offers, but the best one came from the New York Rangers,
and I decided that I couldn’t pass on the opportunity to
play in New York City at Madison Square Garden. To a
hockey fan, signing a contract with the Rangers after
spending several years with New Jersey probably sounds
like treason. But the truth is that most of my teammates
were happy for me. They understand as much as anybody
that this is a business.

That’s not to say it was an easy decision. I played on the
same team with some guys for seven years. We grew up
together. We were like family. There’s no question that I
felt a certain loyalty to them and the organization. But at
the same time, we’ve all seen the other side of it. We’ve
watched our friends get cut. We’ve seen guys buy a house
and then get traded a couple of months later. When you see
those things, you learn very quickly how important it is to
take care of yourself when you can.

I didn’t really skip a beat when I moved to the Rangers.
We had some success while I was there and I even made an
all-star team. The Rangers were a great organization that
played a style of hockey that I was comfortable with.

Alex Mogilny once told me, “You’re going to get traded at
least once during your career, just hope it happens during
the summer.” After a couple of years with the Rangers, my
number was called and I was traded to Montreal. I was
upset about leaving New York City but I was excited about

the opportunity — who wouldn’t be?

The assumption might be that everything went to downhill
as soon as I put on that Habs uniform, but that’s not really
telling the whole story. My first season in Montreal, I led
the team in assists and we made it to the Eastern Confer-
ence Finals. My stats might not have been as high as they
were in previous years, but if your team is thriving, that’s
what matters. You want to fill up a stat sheet? Go sit in
the press box. If you want to win hockey games, focus
your attention on the final score.
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I began struggling with the Canadiens at the same time
when the team as a whole was underperforming. When
you’re playing in a city as hockey crazy as Montreal and
have a large contract, your bad plays become amplified.
As noted poet Biggie Smalls once said, “Mo money, mo
problems.” But I know that’s what I signed up for. I'm a
sports fan, so I’m familiar with the stigma — guy signs a
big contract and then starts taking it easy.

Let’s address that for a moment: It’s bullshit. This is the
National Hockey League and the game has only one
speed. We all work hard. That’s just the way it is. Over
my last decade and a half in the NHL, I only saw one or
two guys who I think weren’t as committed to the sport as
much as they should have been. If you don’t put every-
thing you have into this game, you open yourself up for
injury and, the worst possible punishment for a hockey
player, losing the respect of your peers. But, that being
said, I also get the fans’ perspective. If I was sitting in the
stands, I might have started booing me too.

Being mocked I could deal with. But having my closest
friends and family feel genuinely sorry for me really got
to me. Up to that point I’d had a proud career, and when I
began slumping the people around me began acting like
I’d contracted a life-threatening disease. Getting made fun
of is one thing, but being pitied? That’s a hockey player’s
worst nightmare. Teammates wouldn’t let it on, but I
could tell that they didn’t want to play on my line. And
that really killed me because I’'m a guy who passes the
puck and tries to set up other players to succeed.

I really started to struggle when Montreal employed a

(Continued on page 5)
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dump-and-chase approach. I’ll be the first to admit that
I’m not that kind of player. If you give me minutes on
a line with guys who move the puck, I can help a team
win hockey games. But if I’'m getting limited minutes
on the fourth line in a system that requires me to grind
against the boards, I simply won’t be my best. And
that’s extremely frustrating. Anyone who has ever
been in a work environment where they feel their tal-
ents aren’t being properly utilized can probably relate.
With all that being said, I still can’t bash Montreal.
The truth is that I loved it there and met a lot of people
that I still consider to be really close friends. I just
wasn’t a good fit for the style of hockey they wanted
to play. The hardest part about my experience with the
Canadiens was knowing how good we could have
been. We had the talent to be a great team, but we just
couldn’t put it together. That’s my biggest regret.
When the team hired Michel Therrien as the new head
coach in 2012, I was excited about the opportunity for
a new start. | worked extra hard during that off-season
so that I could bounce back strong with the team.

The first day of training camp, | was going to the rink
with Tomas Kaberle and I got a call from Marc Berge-
vin, the GM of the Canadiens, asking me to come to
his office. I remember getting off the phone and turn-
ing to Kabby and saying, “Yeah, that’s not good.”
When I made it to the building, I passed by Michel and
he kind of shuffled away into his office, which pretty
much sealed my fate.

Bergevin basically told me that I wasn’t part of the
future plans for the team. The Canadiens wanted to sit
me for the shortened 48-game season, and then buy me
out the following summer. They didn’t want to risk me
getting injured and complicating the buy-out process.

I didn’t say anything in that meeting, because there
was nothing to say. It was business. But at that mo-
ment, I kept thinking about all those times throughout
my career when I’d seen a guy get cut or bought out.
You never imagine being that guy, but there I was.

My agent stepped in to speed up my buy-out process
so I’d be eligible to sign with a new team right away.
They ended up altering the rule because of my situa-
tion so that teams can no longer stop a guy from play-
ing hockey.

After that whole experience, I just wanted to get away.
I got an opportunity to play in San Jose and decided to
jump at it.

Lou was the first person I called when I made the deci-
sion to go to the Sharks. He tried to talk me out of it.
He wanted me back in New Jersey. He said he wasn’t
going to let me fail. I should have listened to him, but
at that point I was so set on trying something new that
I didn’t hear him out. I thought getting a new start
would build my confidence, but what I probably
needed was some familiarity. At that point my mind
was made up and I just wanted to get the hell out of
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the east coast.

Sure enough, I had the same troubles in San Jose that I
did in Montreal. Fantastic team, great organization but
I just didn’t fit well with the style of play. We ended
up making it to the Western Conference Semifinals,
but I wasn’t overly surprised when they told my agent
after the season that I wasn’t in the Sharks’ future
plans.

My next stop was with the Panthers, and that’s about
when things really started to bottom out for me. I knew
pretty early on in training camp that it wasn’t going to
work out.

The drive from my home in Boca Raton to the practice
rink was about 35 minutes, which gave me a little too
much time to think about how far I’d fallen profession-
ally every day. Part of me wondered if I didn’t show
up one day if they’d even notice I was gone. I was like
George Costanza in Seinfeld.

I needed inspiration and I found it, of all places, with
Howard Stern. I’ve always been a huge fan of the
show. I’d listen to him during my commute and when I
was at one of my lowest moments, I remember him
saying, “They wanted me to quit and get off the radio.
Everyone thought I was done. I said ‘f— you, I’ll have
the last laugh.””

And honestly I thought, Wow, he’s right. It gave me a
little push at a time when I really needed it.

My former Devils teammates Mike Mottau and Scott
Clemmensen were also with the Panthers and I was
thankful for the opportunity to reconnect with them.
They kept me sane on and off of the ice.

Throughout the entire time I was struggling, my focus
remained on being a professional and upholding the
standard I’d learned in New Jersey. Just because I was-
n’t playing didn’t excuse me from my responsibilities
as a veteran in a young locker room. When I was at
work, I didn’t sit alone and sulk. I did everything I
could to contribute to make sure those young guys got
the education I received coming into the league. Han-
dling things any other way would have been a slap in

Continued on Page 6
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the face to Scott Stevens, Jay Pandolfo, Bobby Holik,
Randy McKay and the rest of the players who taught
me the correct way to do things.

I really started to think Florida would be my last stop.
There was no chance of getting traded — who would I
get traded for? I wasn’t playing. And at that point, I
started thinking about my legacy and what I left behind.
I hated the idea of being the guy who slumped and then
fizzled out. You get one shot at this, and I didn’t want
this experience to be the final chapter of the most im-
portant thing I’ll ever be involved with.

HERE ACCESS E%OPPOE/JY

My final six games with the Panthers, they had a few
injuries and I got into the lineup. I figured this was my
last hurrah in the NHL, so I went full-out balls to the
wall. I decided I didn’t care about fitting in whatever
scheme was in place; I just grabbed the damn puck and
played my style of hockey. I figured in a few months,
I’d probably be in a TV booth so I left everything out
there. My ice time jumped from 6 minutes to 17 min-
utes and I played better than I had in years. At that
point, the people closest to me got in contact and told
me the same thing: You’re not done.

I got encouragement from guys I really respected, like
Steve Valiquette. He knew I was sitting at 987 career
games, and he was constantly in my ear about getting
to 1,000. He was adamant about it. He said he wasn’t
going to let one of his best friends miss their chance to
get to that milestone. He knew I could still play in this
league. That was something I really needed to hear, but
beyond that, I believed it.

After that season I called Lou and said I wanted a shot.
He offered me a try-out during training camp then told
me to call Vladimir Bure, the same guy I trained with
when [ was fresh-faced 19-year-old who had no idea
what it took to play in the league. I knew that if there
was anyone that could bring me back to a high level, it
was Vlade. Beyond being the father of two NHL stars,
as well as an Olympic swimmer, Vlade was the long-
time fitness coach of the Devils and he knew how to
make you work. We’ve always had a close relationship,
he’s kind of like a second father to me.

And so during the off-season, I was with him twice a
day, six days a week doing intense, Soviet-style work-
outs. But it wasn’t just about the physical workouts,
Vlade also spent that summer building me back up,
essentially brainwashing me into thinking I could not
fail. I would not fail. We knew that we were going to
surprise everyone, it was like our secret.

I remember seeing old colleagues from the Devils
around the facility and to them I probably looked like
some sort of tragic figure. Aw, there’s old Gomer still
trying to make it in the NHL. Used to be a great player,
what a shame. But look at him trying, that’s pretty cute.
The tryout very well might have been a courtesy, but by
the end of that summer with Vlade, I was back. I knew
I could make the team. The greatest sports advice I’ve
ever gotten was from my dad, who told me, “Make it to
the point where they have to keep you.”

The roster was stacked at the forward position, but I
told Lou that I was going to put him in a bad situation. I
was going to force him to give me a roster spot. Call it
arrogant, but after facing the reality of never playing in
the NHL again, I needed to have that confidence.
Before camp, I remember having dinner with Scott
Stevens, my captain. He told me that he thought I still
had what it took to make the team. I knew he wasn’t the
type of person that would say that if it wasn’t true.
Hearing that from him really meant a lot.

During the pre-season, I felt like I was home. All the
frustration I’d felt over the previous years and all the
training I’d put in with Vlade combined to make me
feel reborn on the ice. Hockey was fun again.

When I got the call from the Devils to join the team, I
was ready. Once I got my chance, I made them keep
me. A few months in, I’m a regular in the line-up. And
even though I’'m 35, I’m still learning new things about
the game of hockey from my coaches Scott Stevens and
Adam Oates. If you can show a professional player
how to get better, they’ll do anything for you. There’s
no question that both of them have made me a better
hockey player.

I suppose the easy narrative is to chalk this up as a
story of a guy getting lost before finding his way.
That’s just not true, I never, ever lost my ability to play
hockey. If anything, those experiences in Montreal, San
Jose and Florida made me appreciate the game even
more. If you never struggle, it’s difficult to appreciate
success. I needed those experiences to make me a more
well-rounded person. I knew I could play, I just needed
a chance.
My story isn’t finished. I feel like I’'m in control of my
career and there’s still tread on these tires — after get-
ting limited minutes the past few years, I feel fresh. I'm
a smarter player too. I used to think I had to carry the
puck end to end, but Adam Oates has taken that out of
my game. He’s helped change my approach to hockey
(Continued on page 7)
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and that’s a big part of what has made this season so
great.

Looking back on the entire experience, it’s difficult to
pinpoint something I’d change. I’ve met the most in-
credible people in cities across the world because of
this game. And I take a lot of pride in the fact that I
can say that [’ve experienced just about every emotion
hockey can give you. I’ve been to the peak of the
mountain, and you can bet I’ve been at the bottom of
the trash heap. Ultimately, I’'m glad that I have these
life lessons to share with young guys in the league
trying to find their way.

I remember when I was with Canadiens and things
weren’t going well, we had a game in Montreal
against the Devils. We lost and I had a terrible game,
but afterwards I asked a trainer if I could speak with
Lou — we hadn’t talked since I left the Devils. In natu-
ral form, Lou had me meet him in some private room
that he somehow knew about in the depths of the Bell
Centre. When we were alone, I told him that I wasn’t
sure what he might have heard about me or what had
been said since I left, but that I wanted him to know
that I still live by his standard every day I come to the
rink.

I always will.

2014 - 2015 DFC
Membership Cards

The 2014-2015 DFC Membership cards for renewing
and new members are now available for pickup at
home games and meetings. Please stop by and pick

yours up!
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Join the DEVILS CARE and
DEVILS FAN CLUB team for the
Valerie Fund Walk & JAG 5K Run
On June 13, 2015

The Devils Fan Club has created a team to raise money
for the Valerie Fund Walk & JAG 5K, to help kids
fight cancer and blood disorders!!! The Valerie Fund
is celebrating their 10™ year for the walk!!!

On Saturday June 13, 2015, the DFC will be partner-
ing with the Devils by walking as a team or running
the 5K Race.

Where: Verona Park —Bloomfield Ave. & Lakeside
Ave., Verona, NJ
When: Saturday, June, 13, 2015.

5K Race: $35 registration fee

Registration begins at 7:00 AM

Race Begins at 8:30 AM with Awards Ceremony at
9:15.

Walk: $25 Registration fee

Registration begins at 8:30AM with Opening Cere-
mony at 9:30AM

and the Walk beginning at 10:00 AM with Awards
Ceremony at 11:00 AM.

The parking will be limited at Verona Park. There will
be additional parking at Verona High School-151 Fair-
view Ave., with shuttle bus service, Our Lady of the
Lake-32 Lakeside Ave., Municipal Lot 1- accessed via
Park Place.

Go to www.valeriefund.org/walk to register or donate.
Once on the web site go to team and click on Devils
Care and Devils Fan Club.

Now this is an Easter basket!!
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DFC Hotline
201-768-9680

Please listen to the mailbox options before making your
selection. Members are reminded to speak slowly and
clearly leaving your full name, DFC number, contact tele-
phone number (s) and the best time (s) to contact you.

DFC Website

http://www.devilsfanclub.org

If you have an e-mail address, the Internet Committee uses
e-mail as part of our normal operations. You can access
the DFC home page to get up-to-date information on ac-
tivities and programs in addition to the ability to connect to
other hockey-related home pages (NHL, Albany Devils,
Hockey News, etc.). Membership, meeting and trip infor-
mation in addition to photos and our media page are posted
on the site.

DFC Facebook
Devils Fan Club, Inc.

Like us on Facebook and check out our latest activities.
Please send fan club event photos to: dfc_fb@yahoo.com

Moving
Please notify the DFC if you have moved or are planning
to do so. Use the Postal Information Cards available from
any post office or just drop us a written note with your
OLD AND NEW addresses and telephone numbers.
This is the only way you can continue to receive DFC in-
formation.

New Jersey Devils Website

http:/www.newjerseydevils.com

Coaching Youth Hockey

by Bruce Driver / Clare Wharton

Former New Jersey Devil defenseman and Devils Alumni
Director, Bruce Driver and co-author Clare Wharton have
written a book entitled The Baffled Parent’s Guide to
Coaching Youth Hockey.

Topics include: explanations and diagrams of drills suit-
able for all levels, finding an assistant coach, setting up a
season, practice plans, creating good habits, basics of the
game, rules, safety and teaching essential skills. In this
book, Bruce has included all the information necessary for
understanding and coaching youth hockey with a consis-
tent emphasis on enjoying the game.

Published by McGraw-Hill, this paperback contains 240
pages, 150 illustrations and lists at $15.00. DFC mem-
bers can purchase book(s) at $15.00 each at any DFC
Membership Meeting. If you would like your book auto-
graphed by Bruce or Clare, you must first purchase the
book. You will receive your autographed copy at the next
DFC General Meeting.

Special Events — Game Watch
by Debbie Romano

The special events committee had three game watches
this season so far at the Ukrainian American Cultural
Center in Whippany. Our game watches have been a
lot of fun with our DFC members and their guests. The
game watches include dinner, game benevolence,
treasures, socializing and watching the game.

Our next game watch is scheduled for Saturday April
11, 2015 against the Florida Panthers, at the Ukrainian
American Cultural Center, 60 N. Jefferson Road,
Whippany, NJ at 6:30 pm. Stay tuned to our GNT,
Burning Issues and our website for confirmation and
details.

This is the last game of the regular season, so come
and cheer on the Devils with other DFC members and
guests. There will be no game watch in March due to
the schedule.

LET’S GO DEVILS!

We’re Just a Block From the Rock!
Join Your Fellow Devils Fans For

Great Food and Drink Pre-game!
(Closed Sundays)

HOBEBY®S

Delicatessen & Restaurant
 Cocktail kar -

“Outstanding” - NY Times ® “Excellent” — Zagat
“A Landmarak” - Star Ledger
“Best Kosher-Style Deli” — NJ Monthly

10% off - Devils Fan Club members
(Please show your current membership card to cashier)

32 Branford Place (corner Halsey)
Newark ¢ 973-623-0410

Visit our Website * www.hobbysdeli.com

$7 DEVILS PARKING

Call for Details




DFC Player for the Month of
February 2014
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Metro Mug
2014-2015 Schedule

Note: 2 points for a win,
1 point for overtime loss.

10/14 [INYI 6@ NYR 3[1/27 INYR 1@ NYI 4
10/21 [INYR 4@ NJD 32/16 NYR 6@ NYI 5
11/29 INJD 1@ NYI  33/10 [NYR 2@ NYI 1
Cory Mike Andy 12/15 NJD 2@ NYI  33/21 NYI 3@ NID 1
Schneider Cammalleri Greene
1% place 2" place 3% place 12/27 NJD 1@ NYR 34/4 |NJD 0@ NYR 0
1/9 |NYI 3@NJD 24/7 INYR 0@ NJID 0
DEVILS PLAYER OF THE MONTH 1/13 INYI 3@NYR O

DFC MEMBER OF THE MONTH
AWARDS

The Player of the Month for February was Cory
Schneider. Second was Mike Cammalleri and third
was Andy Greene.

The DFC Member of the Month in March was
Lorayne Matthews.

Thanks to our sponsor
Lou Viola and Uno Chicago Grill.

TRIPS SUMMARY

by: Trudy Stetter

With our 2014-2015 regular season trips schedule
completed, I would like to thank all members who
participated this season.

I would like to especially thank the members of the
Trips Committee who met last August to determine
our schedule, our bus and tour leaders, the authors of
our trips articles and, most importantly, our members
who participated in supporting OUR TEAM, THE
NEW JERSEY DEVILS, playing away from home.

Standings as of March 21, 2015

A4 L | OTL |PTS| GF | GA

0 3 3 3 10 19

7 2 0 14 | 31 18

2015 NHLBC Convention —
Nashville, TN

Join fellow Devils Fan Club members and other
hockey fans at the 45™ Annual 2015 NHL Booster
Club Convention (BCC) in Nashville, TN hosted by
The Detroit For’Em. The convention is scheduled for
August 7" through August 9™ with pre-convention
activities starting Monday August 3, 2015. For those
interested, a deposit of $100 was due December 6,
2014. Payment is made to Devils Fan Club, Inc.

The camp T-shirt order form has just been released.
Order yours now!

For more information about the convention and activi-
ties, download all of the convention literature and
forms at the DFC web site www.devilsfanclub.org or
contact the DFC Convention Committee at the DFC
Hotline 201-768-9680, mail box #6. Feel free to stop
by the DFC Game Night Table during any home game
and ask for the ET member staffing the game.
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DFC Star Players for the Month of
February 2015

Cory Mike Andy
Schneider Cammalleri Greene
1* place 2" place 3" place
DEVILS STAR PLAYER OF THE
MONTH
DFC STAR MEMBER OF THE MONTH
AWARDS

The New Jersey Devils player with the most stars as
voted by the media for the games played in February
was Cory Schneider. Second was Mike Cammalleri
and third was Andy Greene.

The DFC Star Member of the Month in March was
Chris Bytz.

Thanks to our sponsors
Marc and Michael Brummer and
Hobby’s Delicatessen & Restaurant.

Game Night Table
(Now located by Sectionl 1)

Are you interested in Devils hockey?

Do you want to meet and talk with other Devils
fans?

If you have answered yes to either of these ques-
tions, why not join other club members and work the
Devils Fan Club Table?

Time: During home games of The New Jersey Dev-
ils

Place: The main concourse behind the Fire Lounge
at Prudential Center

The Fan Club is currently seeking members inter-
ested in staffing the DFC Game Night Table during
every Devils home game. If this is your first time
working the game night table, you must be at the
arena at least 1 hour before the gates open. During
that time, you will learn the procedures and under-
stand all of the forms and information used by the
DFC before the doors open.

THIS IS A WORKING EVENING.

Any member who is interested in volunteering to
serve on this committee should contact the Game
Night Table Committee, mail box # 5 on the DFC
Hotline at 201-768-9680. Please speak slowly and
clearly leaving your full name, address, city, state,
zip code, home telephone number including area
code and e-mail address. An information letter will
be sent or e-mailed to you and the committee will
follow up with a telephone call.

Or contact us at: GameNight-
Table@devilsfanclub.org

MARCH-APRIL PLAYER OF THE MONTH BALLOT

VOTE NOW .... for The Devils Fan Club Player of the Month. Cast your ballot for the three Devils players who
exhibited superior play in March-April. Players are awarded 5 points for a first place vote, 3 points for second and
1 point for third. At the end of the season, the player with the highest annual percentage of votes will win the DFC
PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD. Deadline is the General Meeting. Drop off ballots at the Fan Club Table at
the Arena or mail to: DFC Player of the Month, 165 Mulberry Street, Newark, NJ 07102-3611 or bring it to the
April 13, 2015 General Meeting and drop it off when you sign in.

My votes: 1%

2nd

3rd

My name, membership # & phone #
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DEVILS FAN CLuB GAME WATCH
COME WATCH THE DEVILS TAKE ON
THE FLORIDA PANTHERS

WHEN : Saturday, April 11,2015
6:30pm - ? (game time 7:00pm)

WHERE : Ukrainian American Cultural Center of NJ(St. John’s Ukrainian
60 Jefferson Road Catholic Church)
Whippany, NJ 07981
(973) 585-7175
www.UACCNJ.org

COST P/P: $20.00 DFC members and guests (Min. 20 people-Max.70 people)
(Includes: salad, pierogies, chicken dish, pasta, rolls, dessert, soda, coffee, tea, tax &
gratuity).

Dessert: We can bring in Desserts! Let us know if/what you will bring.

Pavment in full required by: April 7, 2015

TEAR HERE
4/11/15 Ukrainian American Cultural Center - AWAY GAME WATCH
RESERVATION FORM
NAME: DFC MEMBERSHIP #
DATE
ADDRESS: APT: Floor:
CITY: STATE: ZIP : AMOUNT
HOME PHONE: ( ) - WORK PHONE: () - EXT: CHECK #
E-MAILADDRESS: CASH
TOTAL NUMBER ATTENDING: X COST: P/P: $20.00 = $
RESERVATION: DFC use only
NAME(S) OF MEMBER(S) ATTENDING DFC # NAME(S) OF MEMBER(S) ATTENDING  DFC #

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: DEVILS FAN CLUB, INC.
MAIL TO: DEVILS FAN CLUB,
ATTN: UACCNJ - AWAY GAME WATCH 4/11/15
165 MULBERY STREET, NEWARK, NJ 07102 - 3611

BRINGING DESSERT: YES------ NO---—-- A4 § 1\ S——



Devils Fan Club
Prudential Center

165 Mulberry Street
Newark, NJ 07102-3611

pEV LS

First Class Mail

£ST. 1943

®

PIZZERIA & GRILL

DFC General Meeting

Monday, TBD

SPECIAL GUEST:
TBD

Steak, Pasta, Salads & Specialties

River Front Center, Rte 3W, Clifton 973-574-1303

Passport_Movie Deal
Dinner and a Movie for two...... only 32.99*%

Any Medium size pizza, one Large House Salad* and two
passport movie tickets for AMC/Loews Theaters.

Offer is good Sunday - Thursday. Dine-in only. *Caesar
Salad, add $1.00. 1/2 Price appetizers 10 pm to close every
day. Cannot be combined with any other offers or coupons.
Some restrictions apply.

Full Bar and Satellite Dish for Sports

The General Meeting will be held at
UKRAINIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER OF NJ
60 NORTH JEFFERSON ROAD, WHIPPANY, NJ 07981

973-585-7175

Route 80 East

Take Route 80 East to Exit 43 (Route 287) and bear right onto Route 287 South.
Stay in the right lane and take the first exit, 40A (Parsippany Road). Then fol-
low directions for Route 287 South.

Route 287 South

Take Route 287 South to Exit 40A (Parsippany Road). At the end of the exit
ramp, turn left onto Parsippany Road. At the third traffic light, turn right onto
North Jefferson Road. UACCN]J is 3/4 mile on your left.

Route 80 West

Take Route 80 West to exit 43 (Route 287) and bear left onto Route 287 South.
Take Exit 39A to Route 10 East. Then follow directions for Route 10 East.
Newark / Route 78 West

Take Route 78 West to Exit 48 (Route 24 West). Take Route 24 West to Route
287 North. Then follow directions for Route 287 North.

Route 287 North and Route 78 East

Take Route 287 North to Exit 40 (Parsippany Road). At the end of the exit
ramp, turn right onto Parsippany Road. At the second traffic light, turn right
onto North Jefferson Road. UACCNJ is 1/2 mile on your left

You must be a Current Member to attend any General Meeting

** New and renewal membership applications
are accepted at each meeting**




