
Legal and Illegal Drugs (pp. 426–432)

Facts About Drug Use

1. Complete the table with details about different kinds of drugs. 

Match the description of how a medicine is being used with the correct term on
the right.

2. ______ Using per doctor’s instructions a. Drug misuse

3. ______ Mistakenly taking more than b. Proper use
is recommended

4. ______ Deliberately taking more than c. Drug abuse
is recommended

Name _________________________ Class ____________________ Date _______
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Drug Group Facts

Over-the-
counter drugs

a. sold legally in stores without a doctor’s prescription

b. _______________________________________________

Prescription
drugs

c. _______________________________________________

d. _______________________________________________

Illegal drugs e. _______________________________________________

f. _______________________________________________



Section 17-1: Note Taking Guide (continued)

Drug Abuse and the Brain

5. Complete the graphic organizer with details about how drugs affect the
brain. 

Dangers of Drug Misuse and Abuse

6. Describe each risk of drug misuse or abuse in the spaces below.

a. Side effects

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

b. Dependence

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Name _________________________ Class ____________________ Date _______
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Dopamine travels 
between brain cells.

a. _________________________

_________________________

Cells release extra
dopamine.

b. _________________________

_________________________

Cells lose receptors 
for dopamine.

c. _________________________

_________________________

Brain
under
normal
conditions

Brain
on
drugs

Brain
after
repeated
drug use

Cause Effect



Section 17-1: Note Taking Guide (continued)

c. Withdrawal

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

d. Drug interactions

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

e. Impurities

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

f. Other health risks

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Legal Risks and Other Costs

7. List three costs of drug abuse in addition to health risks.

a. _______________________________________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________________

Name _________________________ Class ____________________ Date _______
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