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CI TY OF PALMER  

I NFORMATI ONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 12-023 
RESOLUTI ON NO. 12-021 

 

Subject: Resolution No. 12-021: Updating Chapter 8 of the 2006 Palmer Comprehensive Plan 
by Approving the Parks, Trails and Recreational Fields Master Plan and Requesting the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough Approve Said Update by Adopting the Palmer Parks, Trails and 
Recreational Fields Master Plan 
 
Agenda of: April 24, 2012 
 

Council Action: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Approved for presentation by: 
 

City Manager  

City Attorney  

City Clerk  

 

    
Certification of Funds: 

      
 Total amount of funds listed in legislation: $ 0   
   

 This legislation (√):   
 √ Has no fiscal impact     
       
  Creates:     
  A negative fiscal impact in the amount of: $    
  A positive fiscal impact in the amount of: $    
     
  Funds are budgeted from this (these) line item(s):   
      
  Funds are not budgeted. Budget modification is required. Affected line item(s):  
      
 Unrestricted/undesignated fund balance (after budget modification) $   
   

 Director of Finance signature certifying funds:    
    
 

Attachment(s) :   
 Planning and Zoning Commission Resolution 12-001 
 Minutes of February 16, 2012 Commission Meeting 
 January 2012 version of Palmer Parks, Trails, and Recreational Fields Master Plan 
 Letter from Ron Vine, Vice-President ETC Institute, regarding survey 
 

Summary statement: The Palmer Parks, Trails and Recreational Fields Master Plan has been 
revised to include the comments and recommendations made during the December 13, 2011, 
presentation to Council by Brian Trusty of PROS Consulting LLC. 
 
Background: In the 2010, the City worked with the Palmer Economic Development Authority 
(PEDA) to prepare a grant application to the Mat-Su Health Foundation for funds to assist the 
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City in preparing a parks plan. PEDA was awarded a grant in the amount of $49,500. PEDA and 
the City signed a Cooperative Agreement to allow the City to issue a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) to hire a consultant to develop a Parks Master Plan. This RFP was issued on October 15, 
2010. Eleven firms submitted proposals in response to this RFP. PROS Consulting, LLC was 
awarded the contract to develop the Master Plan by Council on January 11, 2011.  
 
The Parks, Trails and Recreational Fields Master Plan was developed with input from individual 
and group stakeholders, focus groups, surveys, and public meetings. As requested by Council, 
following the presentation of the Palmer Parks, Trails and Recreational Fields document during 
the December 13, 2011 Council meeting, PROS Consulting made the following changes to the 
document:  

1. All spellings of Arctic have been corrected 
2. All survey references have been expanded to include language about the survey 

addressing non-City residents 
3. Added trail project under Priority 1 that addresses the section of the Arctic Avenue 

pathway from the River to the Glenn Highway intersection 
4. Added trail recommendations for trail /roadway development standards 
5. Revised and corrected schematics 

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed the revised Parks, Trails and Recreational 
Fields Master Plan at their regular meeting of February 16, 2012 and passed Commission 
Resolution 12-001 recommending Council approve the plan as prepared by PROS Consulting as 
part of the 2006 Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Administration recommendation: Adopt resolution no. 12-021. 
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Commission Information 

Init iated by:  Planning & Zoning Commission 

Commission Agenda:  February 16, 2012 

Action:  Approved 

Vote: Unanimously 

Council Information 

Introduced by:  City Manager Griffin 

Date: April 24, 2012 

Action:  Postponed to May 8, 2012 

Date: May 8, 2012 

Action:   

Vote:  

Yes:  No:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 

 

Resolution No. 12-021 

 
A Resolution of the Palmer City Council Updating Chapter 8 of the 2006 

Palmer Comprehensive Plan by Approving the Parks, Trails and Recreational 

Fields Master Plan and Requesting the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Approve 
Said Update by Adopting the Palmer Parks, Trails and Recreational Fields 

Master Plan 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Palmer may from time to time revise the comprehensive 

plan for the physical development of the City pursuant to PMC 2.20.040; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City received funding assistance from the Palmer Economic 

Development Authority through a grant from the Mat-Su Health Foundation to prepare a 

plan to ensure adequate open spaces, parks, and recreation opportunities for current 

and future residents of the city;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Palmer Planning and Zoning Commission has conducted a public 

hearing on the Parks, Trials, and Recreational Fields Master Plan as prepared by Pros 

Consulting, LLC in response to the City’s  Request for Proposals to prepare a 

comprehensive master plan to ensure such adequate open spaces, parks, and recreation 

opportunities;  and 

 

WHEREAS, the following their public hearing, the Palmer Planning and Zoning 

Commission voted unanimously to approve Commission Resolution 12-001 on February 

16, 2012 recommending the Council approve the Parks, Trails and Recreational Fields 

Master Plan;  and  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Palmer City Council that the Parks, 

Trials, and Recreational Fields Master Plan is approved. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council requests the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough approve the update to Chapter 8 of the Palmer Comprehensive Plan by 

adopting the City of Palmer Parks, Trails and Recreational Fields Master Plan.  

 

Passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Palmer, Alaska this ____ day of 

___________, 2012. 

 

 

            

DeLena Goodwin Johnson, Mayor  

 

 

      

Janette M. Bower, MMC, City Clerk 
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