
 
 
Page 1 of 2 IM 12-041 

 
 

 

CI TY OF PALMER  
I NFORMATI ON MEMORANDUM NO. 12-041 

RESOLUTI ON NO. 12-014 
 
Subject: Resolution No. 12-014:  Accepting and Appropriating the 2012 Volunteer Fire 

Assistance Grant from the State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of 

Forestry in the Amount of $19,508.08 and Authorizing the City Manager to Purchase Wildland 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Portable Radio Equipment 

 

Agenda of: June 26, 2012 
 
Council Action: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Approved for presentation by: 
 

City Manager  

City Attorney  

City Clerk  

 
    

Certification of Funds: 

      

 Total amount of funds listed in legislation:  $ 21,458.89   
   

 This legislation (√):   

  Has no fiscal impact     

       

  Creates:      

  A negative fiscal impact in the amount of:  $  
 

 

 X A positive fiscal impact in the amount of:  $ 19,508.08 
 

 

     

 X Funds are budgeted from this (these) line item(s):   

    01-13-10-6053 $ 1,950.81   

     $   

 

 X Funds are not budgeted. Budget modification is required. Affected line item(s):   

    01-13-10-6053 $ 19,508.08   

     $    
 

 Unrestricted/undesignated fund balance (after budget modification) $  
 

   

 Director of Finance signature certifying funds:    
    

 
Attachment(s) :   
 Resolution no. 12-014 

 State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry letter 

 
Summary statement: The City of Palmer has been granted a State of Alaska, Department of 

Natural Resources, Division of Forestry Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant in the amount of 

$19,508.08 to purchase wildland personal protective equipment and portable radio equipment 

for Palmer Fire and Rescue. Palmer Fire & Rescue applied for this grant in March of 2012. These 

grant funds are used to assist in the purchase of fire equipment for departments across Alaska. 

Adopted
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On May 15, 2012, an interagency committee met to allocate the funds to area fire departments, 

and Palmer Fire & Rescue was chosen to receive $19,508.08. This grant requires a 10%  match. 

These match funds (in the amount of $1,950.81) are budgeted from 01-13-10-6053 in the 2012 

budget. The City was notified May 23, 2012 that they had been awarded this grant.  

 

Administration recommendation: Adopt resolution no. 12-014. 
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Introduced by:  City Manager Griffin 

Date: June 26, 2012 

Action:  Adopted 

Vote: Unanimous 

Yes:  No:  

Best  

Erbey  

Combs  

DeVries  

Hanson  

Johnson  

 

 

CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 

 

Resolution No. 12-014 
 
A Resolution of the Palmer City Council Accepting and Appropriating the 2012 
Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant from the State of Alaska, Department of 
Natural Resources, Division of Forestry in the Amount of $19,508.08 and 
Authorizing the City Manager to Purchase Wildland Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE)  and Portable Radio Equipment 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Palmer Fire & Rescue provides fire protection and 

response to calls for service for the cit izens of Palmer;  and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Palmer Fire & Rescue needs dependable wildland PPE for 

the safe and efficient delivery of fire protection; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Palmer Fire & Rescue must equip firefighters with portable 

radio communications equipment for wildland fire suppression activit ies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Palmer Fire & Rescue has been awarded $19,508.08 from 

the State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, 2012 Volunteer Fire Assistance 

Grant for the purchase of wildland personnel protective equipment and portable radio 

equipment. 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Palmer City Council to accept and 

appropriate $19,508.08 from the 2012 Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant and to authorize 

the City Manager to purchase wildland personnel protective equipment and portable 

radio equipment. 

 

ORIGINAL SCOPE OF WORK  

  

The City proposes to use the 2012 Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant funds to purchase 

wildland personnel protective equipment and portable radio equipment for Palmer Fire & 

Rescue.   
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BUDGET: 

 

Project Budget      $21,458.89 

From Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant  $19,508.08 

From Fire Dept. 01-13-10-6053   $1,950.81 

 

 

 

 Passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Palmer, Alaska this 

twenty-sixth day of June, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

            

DeLena Goodwin Johnson, Mayor 

 

    ______ 

Janette M. Bower, MMC, City Clerk 

 



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF FORESTRY 

MA T-SU AREA OFFICE 

May 15, 2012 

Attention: Palmer Fire & Rescue 

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR 

101 AIRPORT ROAD 

PALMER, ALASKA 99645 

PHONE: (907) 761-6300 

FAX: (907) 761-6319 

Thank you for applying for the 2012 Volunteer Fire Assistance grants. A total of 38 fire departments 
applied for the Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) grant. Thirty-five of the thirty-eight applications will 

receive some level of funding . A total of $454,480.62 was awarded. 

The enclosed spreadsheet lists all applicants and amount requested. If a fire department was awarded 
a grant, the amount awarded will be listed in the column titled "Amount Awarded". If funding was not 
awarded, $0.00 will be reflected in the column. 

This assistance is provided to increase firefighter safety, improve the fire fighting capabilities of rural 
fire departments, and enhance protection in the urban-wildland interface. 

We are pleased to announce that funds are available. Enclosed is a warrant in the amount of 
$19,508.08. Please note that in some cases, a mixture of VFA and RFA funding was provided, even if 
only one type of grant application was returned. Funds from one program cannot be used as matching 
for the other program. Some additional reminders: 

• Checks must be cashed within 90 days of issuance. 

• To be eligible for the 2013 VFA grants, compliance documentation, such as copies of receipts 
for 2012 grant expenditures, must be submitted to your local Forestry office by March 15, 2013. 

• Volunteer Fire Assistance is an award of Federal Financial Assistance and as such, is subject 
to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-87, Cost Principles for State, Local 
and Indian Tribal Governments; OMB Circular A-102 (Grants and Cooperative Agreements with 
State and Local governments) as implemented by USDA regulation 7 CFR Part 3016 (Uniform 
Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local 
Governments); and OMB Circular A-133 (Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit 
Organizations) as implemented by USDA regulation 7 CFR 3052. The OMB Circulars are 
available on the internet at www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants. Electronic copies of the CFR's 
can be obtained at the following internet site: www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/. If you are unable to 
retrieve these regulations electronically, please contact Arlene Weber-Sword at (907)269-8471. 

Funds granted under this program must be used for items specified in your original application. If you 
do not have a copy of your application, please contact the Division of Forestry as soon as possible to 
request a copy. Documentation of expenditures must be provided as specified in the specific agency 
grant award. Non-compliance with these conditions will result in future disqualification from the VFA or 
RFA program until compliance is met. Documentation consists of copies of invoices and copies (front 
and back) of checks or warrants used to purchase the approved items. 

"Develop, Conserve, and Enhance Natural Resources for Present and Future Alaskans." 



Volunteer Fire Assistance Specifics 

Guidelines 

2012 VFA Award Letter Palmer Fire & Rescue 

5/ 15/ 12 
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1) PL 95-313, Sec. 7; provides a 50-50 matching share, up to a limit of $22,500.00. However, a limit of 
$10,000.00 per fire department has been imposed so that more fire departments will have the 
opportunity to participate. Local matching funds must be available when application is made. 

2) Funding cannot be used for the following: 
a. Repair, construction or purchase of buildings. 
b. Land acquisition. 
c. Pressurized waterlines and hydrants. 
d. Emergency medical equipment. 
e. Any equipment not fire-related. 
f. Normal operating expenses (salaries, utilities, fuel, etc.) 
g. Any single item costing $3,000.01 or more. 

3) Applications received a higher rating if one or more of the following conditions were met: 
a. Fire departments having cooperating agreements with the Alaska Division of Forestry, the USDI­

BLM Alaska Fire Service, or the USDA Forest Service to attack wildland fires within their service 
areas. 

b. Newly established, approved fire departments (those not in operation over 12 months.) 
c. Fire departments that have not previously received VFA funding. 
d. Purchase of equipment especially useful on wildland fires, such as portable pumps, fold-a-tanks, 

hose, communications equipment, etc. 
e. Documented training (either structural or wildland.) 

4) For matching purposes only, up to $750.00 worth of in-kind services may be used in lieu of copies of 
invoices and cancelled checks. In-kind services means unpaid attendance at fire protection training 
courses and/or workshops at the equivalent pay rate of EFF-2, or attendance at fire protection 
training courses and/or workshops at the employee's normal Fire Department pay rate if the 
employee is a paid employee of the Department. 

Documentation will consist of a roster of the course or workshop, title and brief description, date, 
employees' names in attendance and signatures, course hours, and total equivalent of pay (at current 
EFF-2 pay rate.) For 2012, the EFF pay rate is $12.80 per hour. 

Rural Fire Assistance Specifics 

Guidelines 

1) Funding was limited to training, equipment, and prevention activities related to wildland fire. Some 
restrictions apply to the purchase of communications equipment. 

2) Capability to meet cost share at a minimum of 10% (which may include in-kind services.) 
3) Maximum allowable contribution per fire department per year is $20,000.00 
4) Departments in close proximity to Department of Interior lands received priority for RFA funding. 

Sincerely, ~ ~ 

~ld 
Fire Management Officer 
Mat-Su Area 

Enclosures 



Final 2012 Volunteer Fire Assistance Awards 
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