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Pa e d o p h ile  b u s in e s s m a n  e s c a p e s  
ja il

 

A pa e doph ile  bu s in e s s m a n  wa n te d  by th e  FBI h a s  
wa lke d  fre e  from  a  Brit is h  cou rt  with  a  fin e .  

Jon a th a n  As le t t ,  5 3 ,  wa s  a rre s te d  in  Gre a te r  
Ma n ch e s te r  a ft e r  fire figh te rs  t a cklin g  a  fire  a t  h is  
office  s pot t e d  porn ogra ph ic im a ge s  of ch ild re n .  

As le t t  wa s  fin e d  £ 3 ,2 5 0  with  £ 1 ,0 0 0  cos t s  a ft e r  
p le a d in g  gu ilty to  1 3  ch a rge s  of m a kin g  in de ce n t  
ph otog ra ph s .  

Th e  m a xim u m  s e n te n ce  is  th re e  ye a rs .  

Police  fou n d  3 3 9  obs ce n e  
im a ge s  on  a  com pu te r

S e n te n cin g  As le t t  a t  
Ma n ch e s te r  Crown  Cou rt ,  
Ju dge  S tu a rt  Fis h  s a id :  "I 
a m  s u re  th is  wa s  a  
s a lu ta ry le s s on  to  you  
a n d  a  cle a r  in d ica t ion  of 
wh a t  wou ld  h a ppe n  
s h ou ld  you  s t ra y a ga in . " 

De te ct ive s  from  th e  
Obs ce n e  Pu b lica t ion s  
S qu a d  s e ize d  a  ba g  from  
h is  p rope rty wh ich  
con ta in e d  in de ce n t  
p ictu re s  of ch ild re n .  

Th e y a ls o  fou n d  3 9 9  im a ge s  s tore d  on  th e  h a rd  
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drive  of h is  com pu te r.  

Es c a p e  to  En g la n d  

In qu irie s  re ve a le d  As le t t ,  wh o ru n s  a  s oftwe a r 
bu s in e s s ,  wa s  wa n te d  by th e  FBI in  th e  Un ite d  
S ta te s  in  re s pe ct  of p re cis e ly th e  s a m e  m a te ria l.  

Yo u  a re  p a rt  o f a  
c h a in ,  y o u  a re  a  lin k  
in  th a t  c h a in  o f 
a b u s e

Ju d g e  S tu a rt  Fis h  

Ma n ch e s te r  Crown  Cou rt  
h e a rd  th e  la t e s t  a rre s t  
occu rre d  in  De ce m be r 
2 0 0 0  wh e n  As le t t 's  office  
on  Da n e  S t re e t  in  
Roch da le  wa s  s e t  on  fire .  

Fire figh te rs  fou n d  2 7  porn ogra ph ic p ictu re s  of 
ch ild re n  on  h is  de s k.  

Mis s  Tin a  La n da le ,  p ros e cu t in g ,  s a id :  "Th e re  we re  
3 9 9  p ictu re s  of ch ild re n .  

"S om e  in volvin g  boys  a ge d  n in e  a n d  1 0  in  s e xu a l 
a ct s .  

"Th e re  we re  n a ke d  boys  on  a  be d .  

"Th e  de fe n da n t  wa s  a rre s te d  a n d  th rou gh ou t  th e  
cou rs e  of th re e  in te rvie ws  m a de  n o com m e n t . " 

'Co rru p t in g  c h ild re n ' 

As le t t ,  wh o s pe n t  th e  le ga l e qu iva le n t  of on e  m on th  
in  cu s tody,  cou ld  n ow fa ce  e xt ra d it ion  p roce e d in gs  
to  th e  US  u n le s s  h e  volu n ta rily re tu rn s .  

De fe n ce  cou n s e l Pa u l Ta ylor s a id :  "Th e  de fe n da n t  
by h is  p le a s  h a s  n ot  be e n  re s pon s ib le  for  th e  
d is t r ibu t ion  of im a ge s  be yon d  th e  con fin e s  of h is  
com pu te r.  

In  s e n te n cin g  As le t t ,  Ju dge  Fis h  s a id :  "You  h a ve  
p le a de d  gu ilty to  offe n ce s  con t ra ry to  le g is la t ion  
de s ign e d  to  p rote ct  th e  in te re s t s  of th e  worldwide  
com m u n ity 's  m os t  vu ln e ra b le  -  n a m e ly ch ild re n .  

"You  a n d  pe op le  with  you r t a s te s  cre a te  a  de m a n d  

Cre w t ra ppe d  a s  s torm  

ba t t e rs  ya ch t  

Te a ch e rs  wa rn  Brown  on  

fu n d in g  

Clu bs '  u lt im a tu m  ove r TV 

ca s h  

 
Lin ks  to  m o re  UK s to rie s  
a re  a t  th e  fo o t  o f th e  
p a g e .  
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for  th is  m a te ria l wh ich  o th e r pe op le  a re  on ly too  
willin g  to  m e e t .  

"Th e y do th is  by corru p t in g  a n d  a bu s in g  ch ild re n .  

"I a cce p t  you  a re  n ot  s o  to  s pe a k im m e d ia te ly 
in volve d  bu t  you  a re  pa rt  of a  ch a in ,  you  a re  a  lin k 
in  th a t  ch a in  of a bu s e .  

"It  is  cle a r . . .  t h a t  pe rh a ps  th e  m a xim u m  pe n a lt ie s  
s h ou ld  n ot  be  a pp lie d  in  th is  ca s e . " 

Lin ks  to  m o re  UK s to rie s
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