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MonroeCountyJudgeRuth
Becker-Painter,aseasoned,
long-distancerunner
thepast28years,has
incorporatedherpassion
forthesportintocreative
sentencinginDrugCourt.

Conferenceof CountyCour t Judgesof Florida

Whensittingasacircuitcourtjudgeina
criminaldivision,JudgeBecker-Paint-
er presides over adult Drug Court in

theMarathonCourthouse.Shehasdeveloped
aphysicalfitnessandexerciseplanaspartof 
her mandatory conditions of  probation in
ordertohelpbreakthechainsof addiction.

“There is a philosophy that I live, and I
believefitswellforothers–developingphysi-
calwell-beingroundsoutothertypesof treat-
mentforsoundmentalhealth,”JudgeBecker-
Paintersaid.“Itrytogettheparticipantsto
begin thinking along the lines of  physical
well-being as part of  their entire health-re-
coverypicture.”

Judge Becker-Painter orders the defen-
dantstoexercisethreetimesaweekfor30to
60 minutes, depending upon their physical
abilities.
RunningforRehabilitation

Once a month Judge Becker-Painter runs
withtheparticipantsacrosstheoldSevenMile
Bridge as far as Pidgeon Key, approximately
fourmiles.Sherunswellaheadof mostoth-
ers who are only required to make the trip
– whether by walking, running, cycling,
or skateboarding. Most of  them walk. The
probationeerswearherlogot-shirt:“JUDGE
BECKER’SCHAINBREAKERS,”whichsig-
nifiestheyarebreakingthecycleof addiction.
Theshirtwasdesignedinacontestheldbythe
participants.

“There is a party atmosphere and an
economy which caters to drugs and alcohol
consumption in the Keys,” Judge Becker-
Painter said.“The exercise gives them some
kindof activitytogetawayfromthebars,and
hopefullytoreleasesomeendorphins,anatu-
ralwaytofeelgood.Endorphins,unlikesome
other brain chemicals, are not suppressed by
chronicdrugabuse.”

Aveteranrunnerof  eightmarathons, in-
cludingtheBoston,NewYork,MarineCorps,
and Walt Disney World marathons, Judge
Becker-Painteralsohaswontwogoldmedals
andasilverintheLawEnforcementOlympics
Half-Marathon.

Herideatoincorporateexerciseintocon-
ditions of  probation really took root when
Judge Becker-Painter married her husband,
Jim Painter, six years ago. Her husband is a
Cooper Institute-trained personal trainer
responsible for the Monroe County Sheriff ’s
Department’sfitnesstesting.Hehascompeted
withthejudgeintheLawEnforcementOlym-
pics, where he has won the gold medal twice
in an eight-event, 11-hour ordeal known as
the“Toughest CopAlive.” Painter is also the
holderof numeroustrackrecordsinhishome

state of  Illinois. He is also an accomplished
computertechforMSO.

The added element of  physical exercise
has been a success for some in Judge Becker-
Painter’s Drug Court who have gone on to
participate in several local races. One of  her
incentivesistohelpthosewhomaintaintheir
sobriety to shoot for the annual Seven Mile
BridgeRuninAprilof eachyear.

Acountyjudgefor12years,JudgeBecker-
Painterisagraduateof SmithCollegewhere
shewasanhonorsmajorinmicrobiology.She
graduated fromTempleUniversitySchoolof 
LawandbeganherlegalcareerwithFlorida
Rural Legal Services, representing migrant
farm workers in Palm Beach and St. Lucie
counties. She joined the public defender’s of-
ficeinKeyWestwheresheservedaschief as-
sistantbeforeherelectiontothebench.

Judge Becker-Painter also represents the
20th Judicial Circuit on the Board of  Di-
rectors of  the Conference of  County Court
Judges.

The added element of physical 
exercise has been a success for 
some in Judge Becker-Painter’s 
Drug Court who have gone on to 
participate in several local races. 
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LetterfromthePresident

BehindtheNumbersIsaStory
ofManyUniqueIndividuals
ByJudgeBethBloom

CountyCourtCourier

Amandiedinmycourtroomtoday.Not
adefendant,notacasenumber,nota
victim–nolegallabelassigned–just
a man who came to court. If  he had

entered a plea and was sentenced that day,
noone intheroomwouldhavecaredabout
whohewas.Yet,whenhisheartstoppedand
he could not be revived, suddenly everyone
wanted to know more about him. It made
mepauseandthinkaboutwhatwedoinour
courtroomseveryday.

Sooftenwe,asjudges,areforcedtocon-
sider numbers—statistics—the ever-present
responsibility to move cases through the
system.Howmanyof usstoptothinkabout
the effect our decisions have on the people
beforeus?

In criminal court, there are so many
pre-prescribed sentences—first minimums,
creditfortimeserved,awithholdandcourt
costs—oftentimesimposedwithoutanype-
ripheralvision.Amanwasorderedbeforeme
onaviolationof probation.Hehadfailedto
completehiscommunityservicehoursandhis
monieswerenotpaid.Growingimpatient,I
quickly reminded him that jail was on his
horizon. He began to cry and proceeded to
givemeaphonenumberforhisson’sschool
andtoldmetherewouldbenoonetopickup
orcareforhisthreeyearold.Hewasawid-
owedfatherwithnofamilyandwastryingto
makeendsmeet.Hewasworkingsixtyhours

Budget Commission has been meeting and
workingsohardforthepasttwoyears,sift-
ingthroughreportsandcullinginformation
in order to arrive at a budget that will ap-
propriately pay for our court system.As we
worktoeducatethepublicandourlegislative
leaders on the importance of  full-funding,
wewill,undoubtedly,looktonumbers—the
2.8 million new cases (civil and criminal)
filed each year, the $292 million needed to
operatethecourtsystem,etc.Ourdocketsare
staggering. On a typical day, county judges
willhearmorethan100cases.Yetourjoben-
tailssomuchmorethanclosingcases.Behind
each number is a story of  so many unique
individualsthatrelyuponourdecisions.

Theobjectiveof thisdiscussionistomake
usall stopandreflecton the fact thatwe’re
notjustdealingwithnumbersbutwithlives.
A life was lost in my courtroom today. His
namewasPaulBryant.

aweekandtryingtocomplywiththeCourt’s
probation conditions.Would taking him in
to custody teach him a lesson? Would the
effect on him and his child be much worse?
Whatwouldyouhavedone?

Another man was to be sentenced on his
second DUI. His attorney was spending a
considerable amount of  time negotiating
with the prosecutor.The defendant’s family
wasathisside.Thestaterecommendedasen-
tencethatdidnotincludetimeinourin-jail
treatmentprogram.Itwasobviousthatthis
manneeded immediatetreatment—his fam-
ily members pleaded for it.Would you have
accepted the agreed-to and recommended
sentence? Wouldn’t it move things along?
If  our job is to ministerially apply a set or
pre-ordained rules with no accommodation
for special circumstances, do we really need
bright,insightful,well-trainedjudges?

We will be hearing so much about Revi-
sion7inthecomingmonths.OurTrialCourt

ConferencePresidentBethBloomwithlegislativeleadershipattheWinterEducationConferencewhere
HouseSpeakerJohnnieByrd(left)andSenatePresidentJimKing(right)gavethejudgesalegislativeupdate.
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CommunityService:APartnershipthatWorks
ByJudgeJudithHawkins,LeonCounty

Michelleisbusywashingandfold-
inglaundryattheLeonCounty
Juvenile Detention Center. She
started her shift at 7:00 p.m.

andwillfinishat11:00p.m.Sheisnotanem-
ployeeoravolunteer.Shehasbeensentenced
by a judge in Leon County to complete 50
hours of  community service as a condition
of  probation for driving while her license
wassuspended.

Like thousands of  other residents, Mi-
chellehasbeensentencedtoservecommunity
serviceasanalternativetoajailsentence.This
viableoptionholdsvalueforallparticipants.
Thenot-for-profitagenciesutilizedreceivea
freeworkforcetohelpthemservetheirneeds
and the participants avoid a jail sentence.
Manydefendants(clients)enjoytheworkso
muchthat theycontinue towork longafter
theirsentencehasbeencompleted.

Each year approximately 2,187 clients
perform84,301hoursatacostsavingstothe
country of  $434,150,15. Cost savings are
computedattheminimumwage.Inmanyin-
stances,theskillsthattheclientpossessesare
muchmoredefinedthanthoseforaminimum
wagetask.

It is the coordinator’s responsibility to
match particular skills so that the com-

munity receives the highest dollar value for
work rendered.The coordinator also looks
at the hours the client is able to work and
compares itwiththehoursof operationof 
theagency.Thetypeof offensethattheclient
ischargedwithisalsoconsideredsothatthey
arenotplacedwithagencieswithapopula-
tionthattheymayhavevictimizedpreviously.
Anagency’sdesirenottoacceptclientswith
certainoffensesmustalsobeconsidered.Any
not-for-profit agency can be considered for
referral as long as they have a designated
staff tosupervisetheworkperformed.

Denise Pimenthal,Assistant Superinten-
dent of  the Juvenile Detention Center, says
thatworkers likeMichelleare invaluable to
her center.“I utilize the community service
volunteers to work in the office, filing pa-
perwork and answering the phone.We were
able to cancel a local linen contract, which
cost$27,000fortheyear,becauseweutilized
communityserviceworkerstodothelaundry.
Theyalso serve food,washdishes, clean the
kitchenandcleanourbuildingandgrounds.
The cost for the state over the past several
yearsIwouldestimatetobeover$100,000.
Thisprogramisverysuccessfulandhasbeen
vital in saving the State of  Florida needed
dollars.“Thecareful screeningtodetermine
who would be appropriate is also appreci-
ated,”saysPimenthal,“andiscriticalbecause
weareasecuredetentioncenter,andhaveto
make sure that the center’s security is not
compromised.”

Karen Hagen, the Executive Director of 
theAmericanRedCross,CapitalAreaChap-
ter,agrees.“Makingtherightmatchenables
everyonetohaveawin-winexperience.Com-
munity service workers have provided mass
caretodisastervictimsandemergencywork-
ers.Theyhaveparticipatedinworkshopsand
training, displays and events and supported
our intake program. Some have even con-
tinued on with us and become instructors
inHealthandSafetyServices.Wecareabout
thesefolksandtheyreturnthesentimentsas
evidencedbythosewhohavebecomeongoing
volunteersinourprograms.”

At the Shelter for the Homeless, clients
wash clothes, prepare meals and clean the
facility.Theshelter’shoursforoperationare
primarilyovernightwhenthehomelessreturn
totheshelterformealsandaplacetosleep.
Clientsthatworkthisshiftreceivedoublethe
hoursandsupplementthemeagerovernight
paidstaff attheshelter.MelEby,Executive
Director, says that“over the past five years,
we have been provided with over 1,000 dif-
ferentworkerswhohaveservedanincredible
50,000hoursassistingourstaff.”Hefurther
states that they could not accomplish their
goalsbased strictlyon theirannualbudget.
Eby says that“the Shelter’s board and staff 
are pleased that this program keeps many
offenders from a jail sentence, which means
significant savings of  the taxpayer’s dollars
forthecommunity.”

IraReynolds,AssistantSupervisorof the
Dade Street Community Center is thankful
fortheassistanceprovidedtohisagency.The
homework center, seasonal carnivals, recre-
ationalactivities,clericalandcustodialtasks
are just a few of  the areas where workers
helpedtheagencymeettheirneeds,Reynolds
says.“The services we’ve received have made
an impact on our program.The manpower
alonecountsformorethan6,000hours.We
have reviewed the cost factor and estimate
that thisprogramhas saved the cityof Tal-
lahasseemorethan$37,000instaff hours.”

Onelocaljudgetookadifferentapproach
whensentencingajuveniletodocommunity
service.The Judge ordered a client to make
bettergradesinlieuof 50hoursof service.
This innovative sentence gave the client
the following option; with a report card
as proof, good grades were recognized by
awardinganA=5hours,B=4hours,C=2
hours. If  the client made a 4.0 average at
theendof thesemester,allremaininghours
wouldbewaived.

This creative sentencing and others like
it allow the defendants to learn from their
experience with the criminal justice system
makechanges.

F E A T U R E
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JudgesJaneFishman(Broward),DavidSilverman(Brevard)
andMarkYerman(Citrus)

SherrillColeman,
newColumbia
CountyJudge
TomColemanand
JudgeCarrollKelly
(Miami-Dade)

BrowardCountyJudgeMartyDishowitz,FriedaNicholsandSantaRosaCountyJudgeColieNichols

BrowardCounty
JudgesMarty
Dishowitzand
PeggyGehl

PopularkaraokeJudgesMaryJaneHenderson(Volusia)
andFredSeraphin(Miami-Dade)

CollierCountyJudgeLarryMartin,BrowardJudgesJerryPollock,andGaryCowart,
JeannePollock,andBrevardCountyJudgeA.B.Majeed
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JudgesMarkKingLeban(Miami-Dade)andJaneFishman(Broward)

BrowardCountyJudgePeggyGehlwithformer
ConferencePresidentBernieJaffe(Miami-Dade)

JudgeDoug
Henderson
(Manatee)sings
acountrymusic
favorite

JudgessingLucyintheSkyatkaraokenight

JudgesMarkYerman(Citrus)andKristaMarx(PalmBeach)

JudgeTomFreeman(Pinellas)sings
HouseoftheRisingSun

JudgeLarryMartin
(Collier)getsdownwith
anElvistune
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JudgeRhondaBabb
The Conference welcomes Judge Rhonda

Babb, our first judge from Trinidad, ap-
pointed to the bench in Brevard County by
GovernorJebBushtofilltheseatleftvacant
bytheretirementof JudgePeterHaddad.

Judge Babb immigrated to NewYork at
age13withherfamilyfromTrinidadin1971.
Threeyearslater,herfatherpassedaway.Her
motherencouragedheratthatdifficulttime
to“nevergiveup.”

After graduating from Samuel J.Tilden
HighSchoolinBrooklyn,sheearneddegrees
in medieval
S p a n i s h
l i t e r a t u r e
and African
studies from
Wellesley Col-
lege inMassa-
chusetts. That
c o u r s e w o rk
led to gradu-
ateschooland
an academic
scholarship to
the University
of  Madrid.
She aspired
to attend law school, and worked her way
throughBrooklynLawSchool, clerking for
aWallStreet lawfirmbydayandattending
classesatnight.

Forthepast sixyearsatCentralFlorida
Legal Services, Judge Babb specialized in
civil litigationagainstschoolsonbehalf of 
thedisabled.Shepatrolledschoolstoprovide
extra services for those with special needs
withnomoneytopayforspecialservices.

Babb is a member of  the Florida Bar
Association, National Bar Association and
the Brevard CountyAssociation forWomen
Lawyers. She is married to James Roberts,
Jr.They have three children, son Jaime, 10;
daughter Sadiya, 16; and stepdaughter
Charisse,18.

Welcome,JudgeBabb!

JudgeIsraelReyes
The Conference welcomes newly-ap-

pointed Miami-Dade County Judge Israel
“Izzy”Reyes.

JudgeReyesreceivedhisAssociateinArts
degreeinCriminalJusticefromMiami-Dade
CommunityCollege,hisBachelorof Science

Degree in Criminal Justice from Florida
International University, and his Juris Doc-
toratefromtheShepardBroadLawCenterat
Nova Southeastern University. He currently
serves as an Adjunct Professor of  Law  at
Nova Southeastern University teaching a
workshoponCivilForfeiture(litigation).

Judge Reyes served as anAssistant State
Attorney for the 11th Judicial Circuit as-
signedtotheRacketeering/OrganizedCrime
Prosecution Unit where he specialized in
civil forfeitures concentrating on illegal
drugmoneylaunderingcases.Hesupervised
theCivilForfeitureUnitandco-chairedthe
PoliceProsecutorCoordinatingCommittee’s
Battery on a LEO Sub-committee. In addi-
tion,hewasselectedasaSpecialDesignated
AssistantStatewideProsecutoronacase-by-
case basis litigating multi-judicial circuit
money-laundering prosecutions, sworn as
a Criminal Investigator, and served as the
PoliceLegalAdvisortotheCriminalInvesti-
gationsDivision.

Judge Reyes worked as an associate in
thepersonalinjurylawfirmof NeedleGal-
lagher & Areces, P.A. litigating wrongful
death, medical malpractice negligence cases
andothercivilnegligencecases.Heservedas
presidentof thePoliceandMediaConsulting
Group, conducting consulting and training
in the areas of  law enforcement procedure,
mediarelationsandpublicrecordsissues.

Judge Reyes is an active public speaker
on law enforcement and media issues. He
has published numerous articles including:
“Florida Toughens Laws, Programs to
Combat Image as Laundering Hub,” Money
Laundering Alert, Volume 12, p.8, May
2001;“Florida’s New and Improved Money
Laundering Statutes.” Seminar course book
– Oceana Publications 14th Conference on
Money Laundering, Cyber crime, and In-
ternational Financial Crimes, pp. 513-518,
February, 2001; and :Florida’sAnti-Money
Laundering Statutes,” The Florida Bar
Journal,vol.LXXIII,p.66-70,July/August,
1999.

Judge Reyes has been appointed to the
CriminalDivision.

Welcome,JudgeReyes!

JudgePhilipJ.Yacucci,Jr.
The Conference welcomes new St. Lucie

CountyJudgePhilipJ.Yacucci,electedtothe
benchonSeptember10th inacontestedrace

against Judge
Alberta Wid-
man.

Judge Ya-
cucci gradu-
ated from
Florida State
U n i v e r s i t y
Schoolof Law
in1980.Upon
graduation,
he was hired
asanassistant
state attorney
in the major
crimes divi-
sion in St. Lucie County. In 1989, he was
electedPublicDefenderforthe19thJudicial
Circuit, serving in that post until 1993. In
thatyearheenteredprivatepractice.Hetook
part in more than 100 jury trials including
numerouscapitalfelonies,isacertifieddeath
penaltytrialattorney,andacertifiedfamily
andcourtmediator.

JudgeYacuccihaslivedinSt.LucieCoun-
tyfortwenty-twoyears.Hehastwochildren
Kathlynn,19andP.J.,14.

Welcome,JudgeYacucci!

JudgeTomColeman
The Conference welcomes new Columbia

County JudgeTom Coleman, elected to the
benchonSeptember10thinacontestedrace
againstJudgeJimmyHunt.

Judge Coleman received his B.A. in Eco-
nomicswithHonors fromtheUniversityof 
Florida in 1974, and graduated from its
School of  Law in 1977. Upon graduation,
JudgeColemanwashiredasanassistantstate
attorneyintheThirdJudicialCircuitwhere
heservedasaprosecutorthepast25years.

Judge Coleman’s career as an assistant
state attorney is extensive. He served as
Chief AssistantStateAttorneyforColumbia
Countyatthetimeheresignedtorunforju-
dicialoffice.Theprevious7years,heserved
asChief of theSpecialProsecutionUnitin
chargeof allhomicide,complexcrimesand
child sexoffenses. JudgeColemanhaswrit-
tenthreesectionsof theFloridaProsecutor’s
Manual, served as speaker for the Florida
Bar Speaker’s Bureau, is past chairman of 
the Third Circuit Unlicensed Practice of 
LawCommittee,andsince1984,haslectured
to law enforcement officers and attorneys
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statewide,emphasizingsearchandseizureis-
sues.In1996,hereceivedtheDistinguished
FacultyAwardfromtheFloridaProsecuting
Attorney’sAssociation.

Judge Coleman was twice elected Presi-
dentof theColumbiaCountyLawEnforce-
mentAssociation, and, 25 years ago, was a
founding member of  the local chapter of 
Ducks Unlimited. He currently serves as a
board member and is a Distinguished Past
Presidentof theKiwanisClubof LakeCity.
Heisalsoathirddegreeblackbeltwhohas
enjoyedteachingkaratethepast15yearsat
theLakeCityRecreationDepartment.

JudgeColemanandhiswifeSherrillhave
oneson,Christopher,25.TheJudgeisana-
tiveof Chipleyandhisparents,C.C.andDe-
liahColeman,stillresideinhishometown.

Welcome,JudgeColeman!

JudgeMichellePeden
The Conference welcomes new Hillsbor-

ough County Judge Michelle Peden, ap-
pointedtothebenchbyGovernorJebBush.

JudgePedenisagraduateof PlantHigh
School,Vanderbilt University and the Uni-
versityof FloridaCollegeof Law.

For the past four years she has defended
clients in white-collar criminal and civil
cases. She gained significant attention as a
former state prosecutor who won a murder
conviction in1998againstnotoriousrapist
andkillerLawrenceSingleton.

Judge Peden replaces former County
JudgeDenisePomponiowhowasappointed
tothecircuitbench.

Welcome,JudgePeden!

JudgeColbyPeel
The Conference welcomes newly-appointed
WashingtonCountyJudgeColbyPeel.

JudgePeelisalife-longresidentof Wash-
ington County where he attended public
schools and
g r a d u a t e d
from Chipley
High School
in 1990. He
completedhis
Associate of 
Arts degree
atChipolaJu-
nior College
in Marianna
and gradu-
ated cum
laude from
Florida State
University. In

1997, he received his Juris Doctorate from
theFloridaStateUniversityCollegeof Law.
During law school, he was selected to serve
on the staff  of   both of  the school’s law
journals,andwasselectedastheCollegeof 
Law’stopstudentintrialpractice,receiving
theBookAward.

Sincelawschool,JudgePeelhaspracticed
law primarily in Washington, Jackson and
Holmes Counties. He was employed with
theGreenLawfirminMariannaandbecame
a part-time Assistant Public Defender for
Herman D. Laramore. In 1999, Judge Peel
openedhisownlawofficeinChipleywherehe
practicedintheareasof RealEstate,Family
Law, Contracts, Personal Injury, Probate,
Small Claims, Municipal and County Gov-
ernmentLaw,BankingandEducation.

Welcome,JudgePeel!

JudgeRichardJ.Suarez
The Conference welcomes newly-ap-

pointedMiami-DadeCountyJudgeRichard
J.Suarez.

Judge Suarez received his Bachelor and
Master’sDegreesfromtheUniversityof Mi-
ami,andhisJurisDoctoratecumlaudefrom
theUniversityof MiamiCollegeof Law.At
UMlawschoolhewasamemberof PhiKap-
paPhi,nationalscholastichonorfraternity,
listedinthetopacademictenpercentof his
graduating class, and Phi Kappa Lambda,
thenationalscholastichonorfraternity.

Prior to his appointment, Judge Suarez
was a partner in the law firm of  Corlett,
Killian, Ober, Hardeman, McIntosh and
Levi, P.A. as well as a partner in the firm
of  Hardeman and Suarez, P.A. His special-
izedareasof practiceincludedcivil,defense
litigation, multi-district litigation, medical
malpractice, personal injury, commercial
litigationandcontractlaw.

Heisamemberof theAmericanBarAs-
sociation, The Florida Bar, and a member
of  the Standing Committee on Ethics and
The Florida Bar Standing Committee for
the Unlicensed Practice of  Law for South
Florida. He is also a member of  the Dade
CountyDefenseBarAssociation.

Judge Suarez has served as a faculty
member in the Humanities Department of 
Miami-Dade Community College and the
Music Department at Florida International
University. He has also served as a member
of  the Board of  Directors of  the Ronald
MacDonald House of  South Florida, and
the Board of  Directors of  WLRN Public
TelevisionStation.

Welcome,JudgeSuarez!
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AdministrativeandManagementCommittee
RecommendsAmendmentstoConferenceofCounty
CourtJudgesBy-Laws

The suggested amendment to Article VIII,
Subsection5(b)thattheentireArticleshould
berepealedwasapprovedunanimously.

ArticleVIII,Subsection5(c)currentlyreads:
Should the office of  President and President-
elect become vacant at the same time, then the
officeof PresidentshallbeassumedbytheSec-
retaryandtheofficeof President-electandthe
officeof Secretaryshallbefilledbymembersap-
pointedbytheExecutiveCommitteeataspecial
meetingasoutlined inSection5(b)of  thisAr-
ticle.If theannualmeetingoccurswithinthirty
(30)daysof saidvacancythenthevacancymay
befilledat theannualmeetingbygeneralelec-
tion.Shouldtherebeaneedforaspecialmeeting
of theExecutiveCommitteeitshallbepresided
overbytheImmediatePast-President,orinhis
orherabsenceorinability,bytheTreasurer.

The amendments suggested with regard to
ArticleVIII, Subsection 5(c) were approved
unanimously, however, the former Article
VIII,Subsection5(c)willnowbeArticleVIII
Subsection 5 (b) as the former Subsection
5(b)wouldberepealed:

Should the office of  President and President-
elect become vacant at the same time, then

the office of  President shall be assumed by the
Secretary,asactingpresident,andtheofficeof 
President or President-elect and vacancy cre-
ated by the filling g of  such existing vacancy,
shallbefilledbymemberselectedbytheBoard
of  Directors at a special meeting called by the
actingPresidentwhichshalloccurnolaterthan
thirty(30)daysaftersuchvacanciesoccur.If the
annualmeetingoccurswithinthirty(30)daysof 
saidvacanciesthenthevacancyshallbefilledat
theannualmeetingof theBoardof Directorsit
shallbepresidedoverbytheactingPresidentor
inhisorherabsenceorinability,bytheImmedi-
atePast-President.

ArticleVIII,Section6currentlyreads:
Thetermsof office forallofficers shallbeone
(1)year.

The following suggested change was ap-
provedunanimously:

Thetermsof officeforPresidentandPresident-
electshallbeforone(1)year.

ArticleVIII,Section7willberepealed.

Article VIII, Section 8 currently refers to
previously changed sections, therefore the
referenceto5(c)willbedeleted.

Editor’s Note: The following changes to
the Conference bylaws were approved at the
winterbusinessmeeting inAmeliaIsland. If 
any Judge has additional changes they wish
to propose, those changes must be submitted
to the Committee by the Spring 2003 Board
meeting.Questionsorclarificationsshouldbe
directed to thecommitteechair,JudgeJimmy
Dominguezat(813)272-5228.

ArticleVIII,Subsection5(a)currentlyreads:
Vacancies in the office occurring after the an-
nualmeetingotherthantheofficeof President,
President–electandimmediatePast-President
shallbefilledbyappointmentby thePresident
untilthenextannualmeeting.However,whena
vacancyoccursintheOfficeof Circuitrepresen-
tative,thecircuithavingthatvacancyshallhave
fifteen (15) days within which to replace their
own representative. If  the Circuit representa-
tive isnotreplacedbythecircuitwithinfifteen
(15)daysthentheresponsibilitytoappointthat
representativerevertstothePresident.

The following suggested change to Article
VIII,Subsection5(a)wasapprovedbyunani-
mousvote:

If  any vacancies in any office occur after the
annual meeting the President or acting Presi-
dent shallnotify themembersof  theBoardof 
Directorsof suchvacancyandthevacancyshall
befilledbyappointmentof theBoardof Direc-
tors at the next quarterly Board of  Directors
meeting, however, that appointment shall take
placenosoonerthan30daysaftersaidvacancy.
The appointment for a vacancy in the Judicial
QualificationsCommissionshallbeexemptfrom
this thirty (30) day provision.When a vacancy
occurs in the office of  the Circuit Representa-
tive, the circuit having the vacancy shall have
fifteen (15) days within which to replace their
own representative. If  the Circuit Representa-
tive isnotreplacedbythecircuitwithinfifteen
(15)daysthentheresponsibilitytoappointthat
representativerevertstothePresident.

ArticleVIII,Subsection5(b)currentlyreads:
Should the office of  President-elect become
vacant except as provided in Section 5(c) of 
thisArticle,saidofficeshallbefilledbyamem-
ber appointed by the Executive Committee at
a special meeting.The meeting shall be called
and the vacancy filled within thirty (30) days
of  the vacancy. If  the annual meeting occurs
withinthirty(30)daysof saidvacancythen,the
vacancymaybefilledat theannualmeetingby
generalelection.

MembersoftheAdministrativeandManagementCommitteeformalizebylawchangesatthefallcommitteemeetinginSarasota.
FromL-R:JudgeSonnyPalomino(Hillsborough);JudgeRuthBecker-Painter(Monroe);andthecommitteechair,JudgeJimmy
Dominguez(Hillsborough).
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WorkingTogether
AttheSummerConferenceof CountyCourtJudges,theconferencehostedFloridaBarPresi-
dent,TodAronovitzandRobLubitz,StateCourtAdministrator.Hereisagoodexampleof the
BarworkingwiththeJudiciary.Theleadersof theconferencearesupportiveof theDignityin
Lawprogram.

Racingonthe
Highways

TheRacingontheHighwaysstatute,F.S.
316.191,aseconddegreemisdemeanor,has
beenamendedeffectiveOctoberl,2002.For
a first conviction under this statute, the
Courtmustorderafineof notlessthan$250
normorethan$500,andtheDepartmentof 
MotorVehiclesshallrevokethedrivingprivi-
legesforone(1)year.

Additionally, the Court MAY now enter
anorderof impoundmentorimmobilization
as a condition of  incarceration or proba-
tion.

The pertinent changes to the statute af-
fectingtheimpoundmentorimmobilization
areasfollows:

“Whenever a law enforcement officer
determinesthatapersonwasengaged
inadragraceorrace,…,theofficer
mayimmediatelyarrestandtakesuch
person into custody.The court may
enter an order of  impoundment or
immobilization as a condition of 
incarcerationorprobation.Within7
businessdaysafterthedatethecourt
issues the order of  impoundment
or immobilization, the clerk of  the
court must send notice by certified
mail,returnreceiptrequested,tothe
registered owner of  the vehicle, if 
theregisteredownerisapersonother
than the defendant, and to each per-
sonof recordclaimingalienagainst
thevehicle.”

JudgeMcAnnally
DiesofInjuries
ReprintedfromtheFloridaTimes-Union

We regret to report that Clay County
JudgeTom McAnnally, known for his acces-
sibilityandfairness,diedof  injuries froma
tractor accident on his Green Cove Springs
propertyinOctoberatage63.

Judge McAnnally was clearing land
withhisnephewwhenoneof theirtractors
became stuck. Judge McAnnally was fatally
injured when the tractor he was operating
rolled over on
himashetried
to free the sec-
ond machine.
Judge McAn-
nallywastaken
to Shands
Ja ck s o nv i l l e
hospital where
he died of 
severe internal
injuries.

A County
Judge since
1986, Judge
M c A n n a l l y
was an affable and well-respected judge.
“He’danswerthephoneanytimeof day,”his
nephewsaid. “He’dalwaystalkwithpeople
whenevertheycalled.”

Born in Portsmouth, Virginia, Judge
McAnnally moved to Green Cove Springs,
wherehegraduatedfromClayCountyHigh
School,receivedabachelor’sdegree inbusi-
ness, and worked as a certified public ac-
countantbeforeattending lawschoolat the
Universityof Florida.

Judge McAnnally began practicing law
in1971andservedasajudgeforGreenCove
Springsin1972and1973.

CircuitJudgeWilliamA.Wilkespracticed
law with Judge McAnnally through the
1970s. He said Judge McAnnally was well
suitedtohisjob.“Hehadapersonalitythat
fitacountyjudge,”Wilkessaid.“Heenjoyed
helpingpeople.Hewasextremelybright.Ev-
eryoneleftthetablefeelingtheyhadgottena
fairshake.”

The Judge is survived by his wife of  32
years,Virginia(Bruce)McAnnallyof Green
CoveSprings;hisson,TimMcAnnally,of St.
Augustine;andadaughterandthreegrand-
children.

(L-R)JudgeJeffreyJ.Colbath,ImmediatePastPresident,ConferenceofCounty
CourtJudges,TodAronovitz,PresidentofTheFloridaBar,andCountyJudge
JeffreySwartz,ChairofJEAC

CountyJudgeCoryCiklin(L)and
CircuitJudgeJeffreyJ.Colbath

Resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the Conference 
of County Court Judges

Whereas, Judge L. Thomas McAnnally 
died on October 13, 2002, from injuries 
sustained in a tragic accident; and

Whereas, Judge McAnnally served with 
distinction as County Court Judge in Clay 
County, Florida, since his appointment by 
the Honorable Bob Graham in 1986; and

Whereas, Judge McAnnally has been 
described by friends and colleagues 
as a “dedicated judge,” a “people’s 
judge,” a “bright judge,” a “fair judge,” 
a “professional judge,” an “accessible 
judge,” and an “irreplaceable judge.” and

Whereas, Judge McAnnally was a 
credit to his community, his church, and 
his family; and

Whereas, Judge McAnnally was active 
in the Conference of County Court Judges 
and made substantial contributions to his 
committee work and participation in the 
educational conferences,

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the 
Board of Directors of the Conference of 
County Court Judges that an appropriate 
memento be presented to Virginia Bruce 
McAnnally recognizing Judge McAnnally’s 
contributions to Clay County, the State of 
Florida, and the Conference of County 
Court Judges.

Unanimously adopted by the Board 
of Directors of the Conference of County 
Court Judges this 16 day of January, 
2003

Beth Bloom, President
Krista Marx, Secretary
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FloridaBarSmallClaimsRules
Committee
JudgeSharonZeller,Chair

Judge Zeller reported proposed new rules in small
claims. One new proposal would extend the time for
setting pretrial conferences from 35 days after action
commences to 50 days to give parties time to receive
theirnotices.

Thesecondnewproposalwould requireacorpora-
tion to designate in writing a representative for small
claimsactions.Thiswouldpreventthosewithoutauthor-
itytomakedecisionsorsettledisputesfromwastingthe
court’spretrialhearingtime.

JudgeZelleralsoservesasthenewPresidentofthe
StephenR.BooherInnofCourtinBroward.TheInnsof
Courtmeetregularlytofocusonimprovinglawyers’sen-
sitivitytoissuesinvolvingprofessionalism,ethics,civility,
andexcellenceinthepracticeoflaw.Thisnotonlyserves
as an important mentoring tool for new law student
members but a solid reminder to seasoned lawyers
andjudgesondignityinlaw.Othercountyjudgeswho
donatevaluabletimeandservicetotheInnareBroward
CountyjudgesRobertDiaz,RobertLee,PeggyGehl,Jane
Fishman,JerryPollack,LindaPratt,GingerLerner-Wren
andKathleenIreland.

CivilCommittee
ByJudgeJerryPollack

The Civil Committee met at the Sarasota Ritz for its
fall meeting. Judge Grube reported onThe Florida Bar
CivilRulesCommitteebyreportingthatit isthelargest
Florida Bar committee and has taken many of its new
ideas fromtheSmallClaimsRules.Suggestedchanges
to the rules passedThe Florida Bar committee, includ-
ing:
• AformforaSatisfactionJudgment

• Limiting the number of Requests for Admission
(Rule1.370)

• Approvinginconceptcertificationsthatanattempt
toresolvewas/willbemadepriortohearingonMo-
tionstoCompelDiscovery

• Researching a Final Judgment form protecting the
privacyofaparty’ssocialsecurityinformation

• Adding the Small Claims Fact Information Sheet
formfornon-individualsintotheCivilRules

• Modifyingsummonsestocontaindefendant’sname
throughouttheform

TheCommitteeopposestherepealoramendmentto
Rule1.420(e)FailuretoProsecute.

The Committee discussed an amendment to Rule
2.085,TimeStandardstoTrial,regardingactionspursu-
anttoFloridaStatute627;addinganOfferofJudgment

rule into Small Claims Rules; and the advantages/
disadvantagesofexcludingPIPcasesfromSmallClaims
RulesandthusproceedingundertheCivilRulesregard-
lessofthedisputedamount.

SentencingCommittee
ByJudgeAymer“Buck”Curtin

The Sentencing Committee met on October 8th at
the Sarasota Ritz and discussed imposition of costs of
incarceration,amongmanyotherissues.Costs imposed
pursuant to Florida Statute 960.293(2) (incarceration
and corrections costs) continue to be the subject of
conflictingviews.Judgesareencouragedtoreviewthe
statuteandcaselaw,andtocontacteitherJudgeCurtin
or Judge Lazarus of Broward County to review orders
currentlyinuse.

The imposition of mandatory versus discretionary
costscontinuesasaveryconfusingissue.TheEducation
Committee intends to address this issue at the 2003
SummerEducationalConference.

Judge Eriksson asked the Committee to review the
impoundment statute.The Committee decided to take
noactionatthistime.

Without getting involved in substantive issues, the
Committee would request the Florida Legislature to
revisit Driving While License Suspended/Revoked for
nonpayment of traffic fines.These cases constitute the
majorityofallthecriminaltrafficcases.TheCommittee
feelsanalternativeisneededtoassistthosesuspended
forfailuretopayfinesingettingtheirdrivingprivileges
reinstatedthusavoidingapossible5-yearsuspensionas
anhabitualtrafficoffender.

TheCommitteealsodiscussed“whendoesaperson
needadriver’s licensetodriveatwoorthree-wheeled
motorvehiclewithanenginelessthan50cc?”TheCom-
mitteedeterminedthatbaseduponthelatestdirective
from the Department of Motor Vehicles, anyone who
operatesamoped,scooterandanyothertwoorthree-
wheeledmotorvehicleonthestreetsorhighwaysofthe
State must be at least 16 years old and hold at least a
regular Operator’s license or a Motorcycle Only license.
The only exception appears to be if one is at least 16
years old, you are permitted to ride a bicycle with an
electric helper-motor that is not capable of exceeding
20mph.

SingleTier/ConcurrentJurisdiction
Committee
ByJudgeG.T.RoarkIII

ThecommitteemetinSarasotatodiscussthevarious
formsofSingleTiersystemsandConcurrentJurisdiction,
focusing on advantages and disadvantages of each to

CivilCountyCourtJury
Instructions

Dade County Judge Wendell Graham
hasbeenappointedasco-chairofaFlori-
daStandardJuryInstructionsCommittee
subcommitteetoconsiderproposedCivil
CountyCourtInstructions.

Judge Graham requests thoughts,
comments,andsuggestionsonareasfor
whichourjudgesfeelinstructionswould
be appropriate. He asks our judges to
submitinstructionstheyuse,particularly
inrespecttoPIPcases.

YoumaycontactJudgeGraham
bye-mailat:
wgraham@jud11.flcourts.org

Bymailathischambers:
3100PoncedeLeonBlvd.
CoralGables,FL33134,
ortelephonehimat(305)569-2518.

JudgeSpeakstoTeens

JudgeChristinaPereyra-Shuminerspoke
at Palmetto Senior High School for Red
RibbonWeek. Red RibbonWeek focuses
attentionondrugandalcoholawareness.
Judge Pereyra -Shuminer spoke to the
SeniorClassabouttheimpactdrugsand
alcoholhaveondomesticviolencecases,
trafficcases,civilcases,andthefinancial
impact on the lives of those who abuse
alcoholandtheirfamilies.

taxpayersandjudgesalike.Assignmentsforthewinter
conferenceincludedafiscalanalysisfromtheViceChair
and gathering of information from other members for
future report.The Committee takes no position at this
timebutisstillgatheringinformationforfutureuse.



Upcoming2003Events

SPRINGMEETINGS
April14-15,2003
CelebrationHotel
700BloomStreet
Celebration,Florida34747

SUMMERCONFERENCE
July23-25,2003
MarcoIslandMarriott
400SouthCollierBoulevard
MarcoIsland,Florida34145

FALLMEETINGS
October22-24,2003
TheRitz-Carlton,Naples
280VanderbiltBeachRoad
Naples,Florida34108

CountyCourtCivil
BenchBook

Ifyouhaveanychecklistsforcivil
subjects,pleaseforwardacopyto:

TheHonorableCarolynB.Freeman
CountyJudge
425NorthOrangeAvenue#430
Orlando,FL32801

E-mail:ctjucf1@ocnjcc.org

ARTICLEDEADLINEFOR
NEXTCOURIER

TheNextdeadlineforthe
CountyCourtCourieris
March31,2003
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Justice Raoul G. Cantero, III was ap-
pointedtotheCourtonJuly10,2002,
by Governor Jeb Bush. Before his ap-
pointment, he was a shareholder and

head of  theAppellate Division of  the law
firmof Adorno&YossinMiami.Hespecial-
izedincivilandcriminalappealsatalllevels,
andalsohasextensiveexperienceincommer-
ciallitigation.HehasbeenBoard-certifiedin
appellatepracticesince1995.

JusticeCanteroaddressedmembersof our
ConferenceataluncheonatourWinterEdu-
cationConferenceinAmeliaIsland.

JusticeCanteroholdsaBachelorof Arts
degree summa cum laude in English and
Business from Florida State University, and
a law degree cum laude from Harvard Law
School. He has written and lectured on
various topics, including Florida appellate
procedure, federal appellate jurisdiction,
expertwitnesses,juryvoiredire,andfederal
civilprocedure.

Florida Supreme Court Justice Raoul Cantero (L) visits with
ConferencePresidentJudgeBethBloom(Miami-Dade).

Justice Cantero greets retired Florida Supreme Court Justice
BenOvertonattheoutsideluncheonatAmeliaIsland.

JusticeRaoulG.Cantero,III

JudgeAmyWilliams
(Pinellas),Justice
Cantero,JudgesFred
Seraphin(Miami-Dade),
andBonnieRippingille
(Miami-Dade).

FloridaSupremeCourtJustice
RaoulG.Cantero,IIIVisitsthe
ConferenceofCountyCourtJudges
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WatchingtheSpaceShuttle
Columbialaunch
JudgesattendingtheWinterEducation
ConferenceatAmeliaIslandwatchthe
SpaceShuttlelaunchonJanuary16th.
TheConferencesendscondolencesto
thefamiliesoftheColumbiacrew.


