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I.    INTRODUCTION 

The 2012 ADA Transition Plan supersedes and takes the place of Section IV. Title II: G. 
Curb and sidewalk ramps; and, H. Parking accessibility of the City of Urbana Americans 
With Disabilities Act Compliance Plan, in effect since July, 1993.  This plan is in 
accordance with the guidelines of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  When the City of Urbana Transition Plan is in 
conflict with the IDOT guidelines, IDOT guidelines shall take precedence. 

The purpose of this transition plan is to: 

 Conduct a new self-assessment and inventory of needs. 

 Solicit public input to increase awareness and effectiveness of the plan. 

 Incorporate new practices and procedures into the plan. 

 Develop an implementation schedule for the plans. 

 Compliance attainment with ADA guidelines. 

II.   BACKGROUND.

The City of Urbana Department of Public Works surveyed all its sidewalk ramps in 1991 
to assess ADA compliance.

In 1993 the city adopted an ADA compliance plan to reconstruct non-compliant 
sidewalks to meet the then current ADA standards.  The 1993 American with Disabilities 
Act Compliance Plan is provided in Appendix A. 

III. SELF-EVALUATION 

Public Works Department staff will begin a new inventory survey in the summer of 2012.  
The Public Works Department will create a geographic information system (GIS) based 
map and database to inventory ramp data. The GIS database will also be utilized to 
prioritize and track ramp reconstruction activities. 

Ramp survey forms are presented in Appendix B. 
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IV. COMPLIANCE PROGRAM 

Priority system 

Priorities can be set by addressing both the needs and physical conditions of the ramps.

From a needs perspective the following should be considered: 

A. Presence of a disabled population or specific complaints and/or requests from a 
disabled person or advocacy group (10 points). 

B. High volume of pedestrians, such as in the Central Business District or University 
District, schools (8 points), public buildings, hospitals, senior housing, libraries, 
public transportation facilities, or parks (6 points). 

C. Low volume pedestrian use areas such as residential subdivisions (2 points). 

D. Alternative ADA compliant sidewalk route within 1 block radius (-3 points).
(Deduction meant to lower priority based on close proximity to a compliant route). 

From a ramp condition perspective the following should be considered: 

1. There is no ramp at a pedestrian crossing in an area with sidewalks (8 points). 

2. Existing ramp which is unsafe due to deterioration (1 to 3 points), excessive 
slopes (1-3 points), or abrupt changes in the surface elevations (maximum of 7 
points total). 

3. Where ramps are generally safe and in good condition but do not fully comply  
(no detectable warnings with domes, side tapers are out of compliance, etc.) (1 
point).

Each ramp location will be rated according to these criteria. Specific projects designed 
to replace ramps to correct deficiencies will address those rated numerically highest 
until budgeted funds are exhausted.  

Requirement to Act 

All new development and redevelopment must have accessible walks and ramps in full 
compliance with accessibility standards as required in the city’s Subdivision and Land 
Development Code (Section 21-58). 
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Alterations of facilities in the public right-of-way must make changes to sidewalks and 
ramps to meet current ADA standards. Alterations are changes which affect the usability 
and are broadly interpreted to include work such as road reconstruction, sidewalk 
repairs, asphalt overlay of the street, or utility repairs that affect the sidewalks or ramps. 
When work involves one corner of an intersection only that corner must have the curb 
ramps improved to current ADA standards and the adjacent pavement must be 
resurfaced as necessary to provide for a flush transition. All sidewalk work greater than 
10’ in length that abuts a curb ramp shall be extended to include affected ramps and 
those ramps must be improved to current ADA standards. 

The city will also reconstruct all non-compliant sidewalk ramps during adjacent street 
reconstruction and resurfacing projects. The city estimates approximate (40) sidewalk 
ramps will be reconstructed each year as part of street construction resurfacing 
projects.

V.  IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE  

Winter 2012 – Spring 2012 - Completed 

- Create GIS based inventory system of all Urbana sidewalk ramps. 

Spring 2013 – Fall 2015 

- Survey all Urbana sidewalk ramps 

Fall 2015 – Winter 2016 

- Rank and prioritize all non-compliant sidewalk ramps. 

Spring 2015 – To be determined by results of the survey and available funding

- Implement sidewalk ramp reconstruction efforts based on inventory priority 
ranking system. 

After completion of the sidewalk ramp survey the City will know how many non-
compliant ramps exist and can then finalize a ramp reconstruction schedule to bring 
those ramps up to current ADA standards. 

Sidewalk ramp reconstruction efforts will be tracked in the GIS based sidewalk inventory 
system to maintain a current list of non-compliant sidewalk ramps and track the number 
of sidewalk ramp reconstructions that the City has completed as part of its ADA 
Transition Plan efforts. 
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VI. PROGRAM RESPONSIBILITY 

The official responsible for implementation of the City’s ADA Transition Plan in Public 
Rights-of-Way is: 

William R. Gray 
Director of Public Works 
706 South Glover Avenue 
Urbana, Illinois 61802
Telephone: (217) 384-2342 
Fax: (217) 384-2400 
Web site: www.urbanaillinois.us 

The City of Urbana ADA Coordination is the responsibility of the Engineering Division of 
the Public Works Department. 

Vll. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

A meeting was held with the Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) on 
February 21, 2012 to solicit their input on the ADA Transition Plan. The BPAC members 
did not have any comments regarding the Transition Plan. 

The Transition Plan was also reviewed by a member of the Champaign Urbana 
Urbanized Transportation Study (CUUATS) group. The CUUATS review comments are 
provided in Appendix C.

The ADA Transition Plan was also posted on the city website for public review and 
comment from May 11, 2012 to June 15, 2012.

The ADA Transition Plan was adopted by motion of the Urbana City Council on July 23, 
2012.

VIII. ACCOMMODATION PROCEDURE 

The accommodation process is an integral part of the ADA Transition Plan.  
Accommodations will be evaluated according to the policies, practices, and available 
funding sources. Within the Department of Public Works, the Engineering Division will 
receive and evaluate accommodation requests. 

Accommodation Process: The Engineering Division acts as the central clearinghouse 
for curb ramp and sidewalk accommodation requests. Citizens with disabilities requiring 
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curb ramps are encouraged to contact the office directly at 217-384-2342. 
Accommodation requests received by other departments or agencies will be routed to 
the Engineering Division. This central accommodation request processing procedure 
ensures that the specific needs of each individual are accurately understood and 
recorded. The deficiency and specific location are then entered into a log and the matter 
referred to the Engineering Division for inspection and possible action. The Engineering 
Division then coordinates any work and keeps a record of all formal responses to the
requester.  A request for accommodation form is provided in Appendix C. 

Accommodation requests may be received through a variety of communication 
methods:

John Lyons, P.E. 
Civil Engineer 
Department of Public Works 
706 South Glover Avenue 
Urbana, Illinois 61802 
Telephone: (217) 384-2342 
Fax: (217) 384-2400 
email: jglyons@urbanaillinois.us

Website www.urbanaillinois.us

IX. APPENDICES 

Appendix A  1993 American with Disabilities Act Compliance Plan 

Appendix B  Inspection Forms 

Appendix C.  CUUATS Comments on ADA Transition Plan 

Appendix D.  Request for Accommodation / Sidewalk Repair Form 

Appendix E.  City Design Standards 
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From:  Rita Morocoima‐Black [rmorocoi@co.champaign.il.us] 
Sent:  Friday, March 02, 2012 4:27 PM 
To:  Bennett, Brad 
Subject:  RE: Urbana ADA Compliance Plan 
 

Hi Brad, 

 

Thank you for sending me the ADA Compliance Plan for the City of Urbana. My comments are mainly 

related to the Priority System that is defined in the document (page 12): 

First, I would like to see more consideration of “closeness to trip generators and transportation facilities” 

as part of the criteria on the “needs” perspective. This can be measured by giving some weight to: 

1. Locations with higher concentrations of persons with disabilities 

2. Higher volume streets 

3. Closeness to public spaces or facilities such as social service agencies, libraries, hospitals, etc. 

4. House density (higher density neighborhoods tend to have higher levels of pedestrian activity) 

5. Nearness to senior housing facilities 

6. Presence of public transportation and level of use of transit stops 

7. Closeness to employment centers, park facilities, schools and retail establishments 

 

I also recommend adding weight to the sidewalk conditions(fixed obstructions, changes in level, cross-

slope, and running slope) leading to the ramps. 

 

From a ramp condition perspective, I suggest evaluating differently, if the ramps are warranted but 

missing (priority 1) and locations where ramps exist but are not compliant (priority 2) because they are 

too narrow, or the ramp is missing the top landing, the ramp is too steep, the ramps are not aligned with 

the marked crosswalk, the ramps don’t have detectable warning surface, etc. 

 

Thanks, 

Rita 

 

 

From: Bennett, Brad [mailto:bmbennett@urbanaillinois.us]   

Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2012 9:01 AM 

To: Rita Morocoima-Black 

Subject: Urbana ADA Compliance Plan 

 

Rita: 

Hi! How are you doing? 

The City of Urbana has prepared an update to its ADA compliance plan which is attached for 
your reference. We were hoping to have CUUATS review and comment on the plan. Would that 
be possible? 

If you have any questions about the Urbana ADA compliance plan please do not hesitate to 
contact me! 

Thanks! 



 

 
 
 

APPENDIX D 
 

REQUEST for ACCOMMODATION / SIDEWALK REPAIR 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

REQUEST FOR ACCOMMODATION/SIDEWALK REPAIR 
REQUST FORM 

 
 

 
 

Reporting Individual 
 
Name  ____________________________________________________ 
   (Printed) 
Address___________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code_________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number(s)_______________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address_____________________________________________ 
 

 
Sidewalk Requiring Accommodation 
 
Street_____________________________________________________ 
 
Cross Street________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address______________________________________________ 
 
Date of Incident or Discovery___________________________________ 
 
 
Describe the reason for requiring the requested accommodation or sidewalk 
repair.  (please feel free to use additional attachments as necessary) 

 
 
Signature of Reporting Individual_______________________Date______________ 

 
  Please mail to:   Engineering Division, City of Urbana Public Works Department 
    Attn: John Lyons 

706 South Glover Street 
    Urbana, Illinois  61802 

 

 
Office Use Only 
Date Received_________________________________Received by____________________________ 
 
Action Taken:         Date: 
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