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Name:  Patrick Henry 

Assignment: Persuasive Speech Transcripts 

Topic:  Liberty 

Due Date:  March 23, 1775 

 

Speech: 

No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriotism, as well as abilities, of 

the very worthy gentlemen who have just addressed the House. But different 

men often see the same subject in different lights; and, therefore, I hope that 

it will not be thought disrespectful to those gentlemen, if, entertaining as I do 

opinions of a character very opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth my 

sentiments freely and without reserve. This is no time for ceremony. As 

Cornelia Dean said in her article, “Executive on a Mission, “The question 

before the House is one of awful moment to this country.” For my own part I 

consider it as nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery; and in 

proportion to the magnitude of the subject ought to be the freedom of the 

debate. It is only in this way that we can hope to arrive at truth, and fulfill 

the great responsibility which we hold to God and our country. Should I 

keep back my opinions at such a time, through fear of giving offense?  I 

should consider myself as guilty of treason towards my country, and of an 

act of disloyalty towards the majesty of heaven, which I revere above all 

earthly kings…. Give me liberty, or give me death! 

Sources: Boch, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." New York  Times on the Web 22 May 2007. 25 May 2007 Dean, Bill. Interview. New York Times on the Web. May 2007. 25  
May 2007 <http://video.on.nytimes.com/>. Keyword: Climate. 
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tRAnSCRIPtS: 

 

 

You must underline your 

THREE facts, including 

the citation (introduction) 

of them in the speech. 

 

Label Emotional Appeal 

by italicizing it and 

writing an E next to it. 

 

Label Logical Appeal by 

italicizing it and writing 

an L next to it. 

 

Please highlight your 

rhetorical question 

 

Please Circle your 

memorable last line. 
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