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to digitize the entire run of The Revealer from 1951 is now fin-
ished and we can now begin to sell the discs to members. Else-

BCLANZ@aol.com. where in this issue is a brief biography of Philip and instructions
STAFF for ordering the discs. Your officers have had the pleasure of pre-
Editor: LIAM MALONE viewing the disc and offering comments to Philip. If my own

P.O. Box 6070 Washington, DC USA 20005 experience is any indication, members will be very pleased to
eparevealer@gmail.com have this new research tool in their hands. It includes all Revealer
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P.O. Box 927, Naperville, IL, USA 60566-0927 enjoyed jumping easily from issue to issue to locate articles con-
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ted t llecting int t. A it h
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P.O. Box 704 Bernardsville, NJ, USA 07924-0704 three feet of shelf space since I have moved my print copies to
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Our Vice President for North America, Rich Kelly, has
been doing extra duty recruiting advertisers for The
Revealer and his effort have helped us to add color to
each issue. He recently received an enquiry for an ad
pricing from an EPA member. I wish to remind our
non-dealer members that they are eligible to post an ad
at no cost on our Trading Post. This has not been used
much in our recent editions, but perhaps this reminder
will stir some interest.

In my last message I mentioned a publication from
member Barry Cousins and indicated that I was sub-
mitting it to a member expert in the subject area for
review. | promised that the review would be published
in this issue. The reviewer noted some issues with the
author’s work and has been working with Barry to
resolve their differences in an amicable manner. I feel
that it is in the EPA’s best interest to await the out-
come of their discussions and hold the review for the
next issue.

Finally, I want to issue a public apology to Michael
Priestley. Michael sent me an email in February stating
that he no longer wished to be considered for the posi-
tion of EPA Vice President, Europe. I failed to forward
the email to our Secretary, David Brennan, in time to
keep Michael’s name off the ballot. He was elected
unanimously and in his own humble manner has
agreed to serve another year and also continue to dis-
tribute The revealer in Europe. Thank you, Michael.

THE REVEALER

New Members

2826 Mr. James S. Siganiec
81 Woodland Drive
Vernon, NJ 07462

2827 Ms. Sharon M. Whitney
2410 Prairie Road
Madison, WI 53711-4145

2826

Reinstatements

2330 Collectors Club of Chicago
1029 North Dearborn
Chicago, IL 60610

2068 Joseph M. Curtis
4064 Circlewood Drive
Fairview Park, OH 44126

1726 Dwight A Wahr
PO Box 281
Hingham, MA 02043-3613

Deceased

817 John A. Keogh

Change of Address

2132 Myron G. Hill
PO Box 61436
Potomac, MD 20856
2246 Joseph P. Robertson
29 Longbridge Road
Braley Hampshire
RG26 5AN England

Fall 2010

2537 Kuipers, Henry
Beethoven Laan 1-215
7604 GC Almelo
Netherlands

New Email Addresses

Please send new or corrected email
addresses to Barney Clancy at
bclanz@aol.com

1840 Andrew R. Ballard.
arballard@hotmail.co.uk

2068 Joseph M. Curtis
papajoe2gmail.com

2246 Joseph P. Robertson
J.robertson5@btinternet.com

2826 James S. Saganiec
James_saganiec@yahoo.com

Membership Status
Membership as of May. 12, 2010

....378
New Members +2
Deceased -1
Reinstatements +3

Membership as of
August 1, 2010 ...382

IF YOU COLLECT IRELAND

Send for your
FREE 2010 PRICE LIST

covering all issues from 1922-2009
For SPECIALISED MATERIAL including

Raven Stamps
12C Washington St. West, Cork, Ireland

For all your Irish Stamp

requirements
Postal History, request my next
MAIL SALE LIST Tel + 353 21 4271750,
A.R.BALLARD Fax + 353 21 4271779

PO BOX 780, LONDON SE13 5QA, UK

email; arballard@hotmail.co.uk Website www.ravenstamps.com

e-mail sales@ravenstamps.com
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Bill O’'Connor and David Brennan

As the Eire Philatelic Association representatives to the SESCAL organization we would like to extend a warm invita-
tion to all EPA members to visit Los Angeles this coming October for our annual meeting. The show runs from October
1-3, 2010. The new venue for this year is the Los Angeles Hilton Hotel, 5711 W. Century Blvd, Los Angeles, 90045,
telephone number 310-410-4000. The rates are $85.00 per night plus tax (this is a great rate for this year). These
rates are also in effect for three days prior to and after the show. A reduced parking fee is available at $7.00 per day

A number of activities are in the planning stage for our annual meeting. The traditional Friday dinner is always a wel-
comed event. Additionally, most attendees to the annual meeting enjoy participating in the Saturday awards dinner to
cheer on our Irish exhibits. This event must be prepaid and is $49.00 this year. Additionally, all of the Southern Califor-
nia members are looking forward to hosting this event, and will be most happy to see a large Irish contingent.

To trade: | have Ireland used Irish stamps to trade using latest Scott’s or Hibernian catalogue to figure out our cost. |
prefer getting used, but will take mint. | do not want covers. | don’t use computers, so please contact me at:
Donald F. Westfahl, 207 Wilshire Ave, Michigan City, IN 46360 EPA 2757; APS 091733

To trade: If anyone is interested in trading stamps, they can contact Gus Winters at gus1931@gmail.com.

Wanted: a £5 orange telegraph stamp, 1877, mint or preferably with an Irish cancel.
Contact David Brennan, P.O. Box 704, Bernardsville, NJ 07924, USA

For Sale: Complete set of Irish yearbooks, hard cover, from 1988 (first issue) through 2002 in mint condition, $500 or
best offer. David Brennan, P.O. Box 704, Bernardsville, NJ 07924, USA

Arrangements are between the individuals concerned and the EPA does not accept any responsibility.

Heidelberg, 15th July 2010 (CJ) — In July 2010, the newest issue of DIE HARFE has been published, the magazine of
the German Study and Research Group on Irish Philately (FAI - Forschungs- und Arbeitsgemeinschaft Irland e.V. im

BDPh e.V.). The current summer issue (no. 111) contains 42 pages. . .
If you have any questions, please contact:

Clemens Jesenitschnig (Editor of DIE HARFE)
BahnhofstralRe 9, 69115 Heidelberg, Germany

E-Mail: ¢j.fai@gmx.net

—PpPOSt IRELAND!

Interested in all things Irish? Postally used

Collect all commemorative and 1922 - 1995

definitive stamps from Ireland.
Visit

www.irishstamps.com

No Limits Stamps
PO Box 8795
Madison WI 53708

] t I- i .
to see what An Post has in store. slamps@nelimitsstampsico
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A Kilmainham Madonna Cachet by Charles E. Deusner

Well known are the circumstances surrounding the wedding and marriage of grace Gifford and Joseph Plunkett around
midnight on 3 May 1916 in the Kilmainham Jail in Dublin, Ireland. Joseph Plunkett was executed by firing squad a few
hours later at 3:30 a.m. leaving his briefly wedded wife a widow at the age of 28. Plunkett, a poet and leader of the 1916
Easter Rising, was among those heroic rebels in the General Post Office in Dublin where the fighting was the most in-
tense and horrific. Not as well known is the life and career of Grace Gifford Plunkett following the court martial and exe-
cution of her husband.

Grace Plunkett was trained as an artist. She struggled financially as a commercial artist in the years following the
Easter Rising. Her only income came from cartoons and caricatures she sold to magazines, journals, and newspapers
in Ireland. In 1919, seventeen of her cartoons were published in a book entitled To Hold as Twere. Ten years later a
book of her drawings was published entitled Twelve Nights at the Abbey Theatre, and in 1930, she illustrated the publi-
cation of W.B. Yeats’ one act play The Words Upon the Window Pane. She never married again, and insisted on living
alone and moved frequently from apartment to another in Dublin. Often her friends, who found her living conditions not
always acceptable, helped her to survive.

Grace Plunkett was active in republican causes following her husband’s death. In 1917, she was elected to the execu-
tive committee for the Sinn Fein Convention where she served along with 3 other women, Kathleen Clarke, the widow of
Thomas J. Clarke, and Constance Markievicz, and Dr. Kathleen Lynn. Grace opposed the Anglo-Irish Treaty of Decem-
ber 1921, because she believed it betrayed the republic that was declared at the GPO in 1916 for which her husband
was martyred. During the Civil War, as result of her activity in republican efforts, she was arrested and confined for 3
months in Kilmainham Jail in 1923.

With the establishment of the de Valera regime in 1932, Grace Plunkett was placed finally on a Civil List which resulted
in a pension that gave her, along with her earnings as an artist, some financial stability. The 1930s were productive and
reasonably good years for her, but her health declined began to decline in the following decade. She died alone in her
apartment in Dublin on 13 December 1955. She was buried with full military honors at Prospect Cemetery, Glasnevin.

During her incarceration in the Kilmainham Jail in 1923 she painted a mural on the wall of her cell. The mural became
known as the Kilmainham Madonna. The painting provided great comfort to women confined in the jail. Later in 1923
the jail was closed and abandoned. Through the following years, the old structure deteriorated with its windows broken
and its interior exposed to the elements. As a result the Kilmainham Madonna faded and its beauty debased. In 1960 a
group of veterans from the 1916-1923 war years began to restore the jail and finally in 1986 the state took over and it
became a national museum. In the process of restoring the jail, the Kilmainham Madonna was rehabilitated and re-
stored. Today the cell where Grace Plunkett was held id open for viewing and on its wall is open for viewing an on its
The catcher is attributed to “Mrs. J. Plunkett.” Marie O’Neill noted in her biography that grace Plunkett often wall is the
restored Kilmainham Madonna (figure 1)

The cachet is attributed to “Mrs. J. Plunkett.” Marie O’Neill noted in her biography that Grace Plunkett often

Figure 1: The restored Madonna in the Kilmainham Jail.

On 28 July 1958, the post office commemorated the centenary of
the birth of James J. Clarke by issuing 2 stamps in his honor: for domestic
mail a green 3 pence stamp and for airmail a brown 1 schilling 3 pence
stamp. Clarke was a member of the Provisional revolutionary Government
proclaimed during the Easter Rising in 1916. Among the first day covers
that were prepared for this issue, Figure 2 shows a cover with both Clarke
stamps as well as the stamp issued on 27 October 1941 in celebration of
the 25" Anniversary of the Easter Rising showing a volunteer soldier and
the front of the GPO. The stamps are canceled with a Corcaigh (Cork)
hand stamp with the date 28 VII / 58.
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The cachet on the cover is a crayon hand colored Kilmainham Madonna with the inscription “Kilmainham
Jail / By Mrs. Plunkett.” Except for the outer border the cachet is identical to the mural on the cell wall in Kilmainham
Jail. The cachet and cover were produce prior to the restoration of the mural. A biography of Grace Plunkett by
Marie O’Neill includes a copy of an old photograph of the Madonna on the jail wall before restoration. This photo-
graph is not available for publication, but is clear enough to show that the cachet on the first day cover duplicates the
mural even appearing like the restored mural.
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signed here work “Mrs. J. Plunkett.” The signature on her work was always printed, as it is on the cachet, rather than
being in a cursive style. These observations raise the question: Did Grace Plunkett have a hand in the preparation of
the first day cover shown in Figure 2? Certainly the cachet would have appealed to her with its patriotic tone, the list of
the 1916 martyrs, including her husband’s name, the idea of memoriam and the colored national flag. She was known
to do small projects in an effort to supplement her meager income. The problem,

however, is that the cachet was used to celebrate the Clarke centenary 2 %z years after Grace Plunkett died. Is it possi-
ble that the cachet was prepared before her death? The cachet would have been appropriate for the 25" Anniversary of
the Easter Rising stamp issued in 1941. Perhaps a remainder of old, unused cachets was brought forward to be used in
July 1958 for the Clarke stamps. Another suggestion is someone else prepared the 1958 cover with cachet by duplicat-
ing Grace’s Kilmainham Madonna and giving her credit on the cachet. These questions about the first day cover and its
cachets have not been answered.

In an article in the January 2010 Digest of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America, the Irish writer Mike
McCormack casts doubt on the originality of the restored Kilmainham Madonna. McCormack maintains that the restored
Madonna was based on an “embroidery done by Grace Gifford,” and given to a friend before her death. Then, in 1995,
McCormack avows, the real Madonna was found in a private collection of artifacts and that the newly found sketch did
not match the Madonna “that restores had repainted on the first floor cell wall.” The sketch as shown in Figure 3 was
signed by Grace Plunkett, dated, and given to a cell-mate in 1923 to console the cell-mate, who was being moved to
another jail. This sketch, McCormack believes, is the “the true Kilmainham Madonna.”

The debate will probably continue, but the cachet on the shown cover that was posted 2 % years after Grace’s
death and the old photograph in O’'Neill’s biography showing the faded Madonna on a deteriorating cell wall in Kilmain-
ham Jail seems to support the belief that the restored Madonna now on the cell wall in Kilmainham Jail Museum is a res-
toration of the original painting done by Grace Plunkett in 1923.

POBLAC.‘H‘!’ NA H EREANN|
!9!6 IN MEMORIAM 1916

THOMAS J. CLARKE,
sm MumAlMADA -moms usm

" JAMES CONNOLLY )ossvu &’

Figure 3: The sketch
McCormack believes
is the true Madonna

Figure 2: The first day cover with the hand, crayon colored Madonna and Irish flag.

Refrences

McCormack, Michael. Newsletter, Ancient Order of Hibernians in America, January 2010

Coogan, Tim Pat. 1916: The Easter Rising, London, Phoenix, 2001

O’Neill, Marie. Grade Gifford Plunkett and Irish freedom: tragic Bride of 1916, Dublin, Irish Academic Press, 2000.
Quotations found on pages 73-74 and 77.
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EPA SPECIAL OFFERS

The following may be ordered from

Timothy O'Shea, 58 Porter St.

Granby MA 01033-9516 USA

tosheal @comcast.net. Except where noted,
prices include postage & handling within U.S.
Outside the US write or email me for postage
costs. Payment in US $§. Checks, payable to
Tim O'Shea, must be on US banks. (nm—Non-
member)

EPA PUBLICATIONS

The Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Ireland: 1858-1925
by James J. Brady » An award winning detailed analysis
of Irish revenue stamps of the period. Profusely illustrated
with catalog listings by type, bibliography, 20 p + ad-
denda. $2.75 (nm $3.50).

The First 55 Years of Irish coils

by Peter Bugg » A comprehensive listing of all Irish coils
with a check list of all leaders & tab ends, illustrated,
bibliography, 40 p. $8.50 (nm $10.50).

Ireland, Identification of the Rialtas and Saorstat
overprints

by Joseph E. Foley » Includes a clear plastic overlay with
accurate reproductions of the various overprints and a
reprint of an illustrated article from The American Philate-
list. $7.50 (nm $10.00).

The Post Offices & Datestamps of the Co. Leitrim

by Dr. Brian de Burca, updated by James T. Howley 72
illustrations of handstamps, map, and descriptions of post
office locations, 23 p. $6.25 (nm $7.80).

An Introduction to Irish Mileage Marks

by W. E. Davey » Explanation &lllustrated listing of
early markings, 22 p. $4.50 (nm $5.65).

The Revealer Index, v 1,# 1 to v 49, # 3, Jan. 1951 to
Winter 2000

by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. » A cumulative subject index
grouped by major categories. 40 p.. $9.25 (nm $12.25).
Irish Airmail, 1919-1990

by William J. Murphy » Lists all known mail-carrying
flights to and from Ireland since the Alcock & Brown
1919 trans-Atlantic flight. Background information is
provided for each flight. Covers are illustrated for most
flights & a valuation guide provided. 96 p, bibliography &
index. $15.00 + $1.25 postage (nm $18.75 + $1.25 post-
age).

Airway Letters To and From Belfast, Including Air
“Railex” Letters

by William J. Murphy » From the 1934 Railway Air
Services to 1988, the airway letter covers are listed and
examples illustrated with a brief description of the flight.
26 p, bibliography. $3.00 (nm $4.00).

Irish Airmail - Balloon Posts, Rocket, Helicopter,
Parachute and Glider Mail

by William J. Murphy » Covers a variety of mail as indi-
cated in the title, with illustrations of covers, descriptions
of events, pricing code and a bibliography, 22 p. $3.00
(nm $4.00).

Irish Aerogrammes and Airgraphs

by William J. Murphy » Provides a detailed listing of the
aerogrammes rates, private supplemental printings,
Northern Ireland & special usages, pricing code & bibli-
ography. Jung catalog numbers referenced, 46 p. $4.00
(nm $5.00).

0.A.T. and A.V.2. Markings on Irish Airmail

by William J. Murphy » lintroduction to these markings
used during World War II & catalog listing of known Irish
covers with the markings. Appendix lists covers to and

THE REVEALER
from Ireland so marked. Illustrated with bibliography, 25
p. $3.00 (nm $4.00).
EPA ITEMS AVAILABLE
ONLY TO MEMBERS
Official Lapel Pin - Metal replica of EPA logo. $2.25

EPA Rubber Stamp - reproduces the EPA logo, 11/2” x 1.
$14.00

FAI PUBLICATIONS

Publications of the German based Forschungs-und Ar-
beitsgemeinschaft Ireland E.V. are also available to EPA
members. All have text in both English & German.

Irish Postal Stationery Stamped to Order

by Otto Jung » A detailed priced catalog and handbook,
this 2003 edition includes updates since 1994. Illustrated,
174 p. $15.50 (nm $21.00).

Supplement to Postal Stationary $8.50 nm $10.25.

The Mileage Marks of Ireland 1808-1839, 2nd ed.
by Hans G. Moxter » [llustrated listing of all known Irish
mileage marks, 57 p. $7.50 (nm $10.00).

Undated Namestamps of Ireland 1823-1860

by William Kane » Listings of postal markings giving
town names but no dates, includes information on Receiv-
ing Houses, illustrated, 63 p. $7.00 nm $8.75).

Introduction to The Post Offices of Co Clare, Ireland
by John Mackey & Tony Cassidy » Study developed from
the postal archives of Dublin and London, 94 p. $9.25 (nm
$12.75).

The Dublin Penny Post

by Manfred Dittmann » Based on extensive research in
postal archives & museums in Ireland & Great Britain,
this is a well documented treatment of the subject, illus-
trated, 312 p. $35.00 nm $45.00).

The Gerl Issues

by Otto Jung » A comprehensive listing of this definitive
series. Written in German but with charts to help you
understand the issues. $3.75 (nm$4.75).

75 years of Irish Stamps

An anthology by eight noted philatelists representing a
variety of interests in Irish philately, with special postcard
produced by AnPost, illustrated, 139 p. $20.00 (nm
$25.00).

Irish Postal Rates Before 1840, 2nd edition

by F. E. Dixon & Joachim Schaaf » Lists the Irish rates
from 1637 to 1840, illustrated, bibliography, 37 pages.
$6.50 (nm $9.00).

Irish Slogan Postmarks 1918-1994
by Uwe Netzsch » More than 300 illustrations by county,
die and type, 116 p. $17.50 (nm $22.00).

The Irish Architecture Definitives
A detailed catalog covering the sheet stamps, booklets,
FDCs & presentation packs, ill., 37 p. $7.25 (nm $9.75).

Irish Heritage and Treasures
by Otto Jung » Specialized catalog of this definitive set.
$10.00 (nm $13.00).

Early Irish Stamp Canceling Machines Until 1922
by Manfred Schollmayer » $11.00 (nm $13.25).

The International Reply Coupons
by Otto Jung » $7.50 (nm $10.00).

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

The Irish Philatelic Society 1901-2001

by the Irish Philatelic Society » An interesting history
which is broken down into 13 chapters that run through
the beginnings of Irish Postage Stamps, Exhibitions up to

Fall 2010

the Centenary Year 2001, 48 p $13.25 (nm $16.75).

The Dublin Spoon - 1855-57

by Cyril L. Dulin » Account of Ireland’s 1st duplex oblit-
erator, well organized with considerable detail, illust,
value guide, bibliography, 48 p $6.00(nm $7.50).

The Rare Coil

compiled by Joseph E. Foley » Recounts the research in
the Irish Post Office archives that firmly establishes the
authenticity of this stamp together with background infor-
mation, illustrated, 76 p. $14.00 (nm $16.75).

Ireland - Catalog of Perfins

compiled & edited by Richard L. Mewhinney » Punched
for a 3 ring binder; catalog can also serve as an album.
Published by The Perfins Club, 38 p $9.00 (nm $11.25).

Hibernian Handbook and Catalogue of the Postage
Stamps of Ireland 2009

Complete catalog of specialized Irish philatelic material,
240 p, full color, 3200 illust. $46.00 (nm $57.50).

Keeping In Touch, Communication through County
Kildare before 1860

by N.P.J. Morrin » This book focuses particularly on the
early postal system and examines how mail was carried
along the country roads by various means of transport.
Chapters are broken down by town with pictures of postal
markings. 182 p. $44.00 (nm $54.00).

Uniform Fourpenny Post in Ireland
by Bill Kane » A 28 page study of the 4 penny post in
Ireland published in 1990. $10.00 (nm $12.50).

Handbook of Irish Postal History to 1840

by David Feldman & Bill Kane » Pub. 1975. This book
deals with the postal markings up till the introduction of
adhesive stamp. $19.00 (nm $24.50).

Irish Crash Airmails 2nd Edition

by Ronny Vogt » $20.00 (nm $25.00).

Censorship of Mail in Ireland

by Hans G. Moxter » Covers mail censorship on the
whole island of Ireland up to the present day, 126 p.
$25.00(nm $30).

Court Circulars: A new perspective on Ireland Petty
Sessions

by Peter Nansfield » Published by the Revenue Society of
Great Britain, this booklet discusses the stamps, some of
the documents on which they were used and the various
duties of the Clerks. 40 p. $13.00 (nm $16.75).
Domestic Packets Between Great Britain and Ireland,
1635-1840

by Denis Salt » Deals with the Post Office Packet Ser-
vices between Great Britain and Ireland. 50 p. $25.00
(nm$30.00).

History of the Irish PO » $10.00 (nm $13.00).
Uniform Penny Post in Ireland » $7.00 (nm $9.75).
Irish Booklets » $39.00 (nm $50.00).

Irish Slogan Postmarks » $6.00 (nm $8.25).
Irish Provincial Penny Posts » $6.00 (nm $8.25).
Irish Postal Rates to 1840 » $3.50 (nm $5.50).

Plan to attend the
EPA Annual
General Meeting

SESCAL 2010




