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We lc ome  Addre ss, Princ ipa l

“Our Childre n a re  the  Me ssa g e s tha t we  a re  se nding  into  a  Time  tha t we  ma y ne ve r se e … Le t us 

the n se nd c le a r me ssa g e s to  o ur c hildre n o n a  da ily b a sis… Le t us a ll sup p o rt the m a nd nurture  

the ir minds so  tha t the se  MESSAGES c a n RING o ut lo ud into  the  future …”

             Dr. Fa ye  Bro wn – Ya le  Unive rsity

             Sa nd ra  D’ Avila r – Princ ip a l, P.S. 9

De a r PS 9 Fa milie s,

We lc o me  b a c k to  wha t we  a ntic ip a te  will b e  a  Wo nd e rful, Invig o ra ting  ye a r 

fille d  with lo ts o f c o mmunity b uild ing , c o lla b o ra tio n, e xp lo ring  o f va rie d  c urric ula  

a nd  c e le b ra tio n.  We  e xte nd  a  wa rm we lc o me  to  tho se  o f yo u who  a re  jo ining  

o ur sc ho o l fa mily.  We  a ssure  yo u tha t yo u’ ve  se le c te d  a  le a rning  e nviro nme nt 

tha t me rits itse lf o n hig h sta nd a rd s a nd  a c a d e mic  rig o r; o ne  tha t use s a  

c o nstruc tivist p hilo so p hy to  me e t the  ne e d s o f e ve ry c hild .   During this ne w 

sc ho o l ye a r, we  will c o ntinue  to  fo ste r a  le a rning  e nviro nme nt tha t is c hild  

c e nte re d  a nd  e nric hing . 

This ye a r we  will c o ntinue  using  b o th So c ia l Stud ie s a nd  Sc ie nc e  to  e nric h o ur 

c urric ulum.  Our stud e nts in Kind e rg arte n thro ug h G ra d e  Five  will e ng a g e  in the  

IIM me tho d  whic h will a llo w the m to  b e c o me  mo re  ind e p e nde nt re se a rc he rs.  

This instruc tio na l mo d e l a llo ws us to  a lig n o ur c urric ulum with the  Re nzulli Le a rning  

Syste m whic h c o ntinue s to  p ro vid e  d iffe re ntia te d  re so urc e s fo r o ur e ntire  stud e nt 

b o d y.  Stud e nts in the  G ifte d  a nd  Ta le nte d  Pro g ra m a s we ll a s o ur G e ne ra l 

Sc ho o l p ro g ra m will b e  a llo we d  to  e xp lo re  the ir p e rso na l inte re sts a s we  ta p  into  

the ir le a rning  style s, a nd  ta le nts.   Our Co mp a c t le a rning  me tho do lo g y will a lso  

a llo w us to  p ro vid e  a p p ro pria te  instruc tio n to  fit the  ne e d s o f the  e ntire  stud e nt 

b o d y.  We  will c o ntinue  o ur tra d itio n o f ha ving  o ne  G ifte d  a nd  Ta le nte d  c la ss o n 

e a c h g ra d e  le ve l, kind e rg a rte n thro ug h g ra d e  5.  

We  will c o ntinue  o ur p a rtne rships with Co lumb ia  Unive rsity (in sup p o rt o f o ur Eng lish 

La ng ua g e  Arts c urric ulum), C ity Unive rsity (in sup p o rt o ur ma th c urric ulum), a nd  The  

Unive rsity o f Co nne c tic ut (in sup p o rt o ur so c ia l stud ie s, a nd  sc ie nc e  c urric ula .)  Our 

ne w sc ie nc e  la b  is no w lo c a te d  in ro o m 110, a nd  will b e utilize d  ma inly b y g ra d e s 

3-5.  Our Ea rly Child ho o d  sc ie nc e  sp e c ia list will p ro vid e  sc ie nc e  instruc tio n fo r 

g ra d e s p re -k – g ra d e  2, via  the ir c la ssro o m.   The  sc ie nc e  fa c ilita to r, o n e a c h 

g ra d e  le ve l, a lo ng  with o ur Enric hme nt Co o rd ina to r a nd  Sc ie nc e  sp e c ia lists will 

c o lla b o ra te  in o rd e r to  p ro vid e  o ur stud e nts with a  sta te  o f the  a rt sc ie nc e  

e xp e rie nc e  this ye a r.  

Our Assista nt Princ ip a l, Ms. De b o ra h Smith will c o ntinue  to  sup e rvise  the  Sp e c ia l 

Ed uc a tio n De p a rtme nt, a lo ng  with G ra d e s 4 a nd  5.  I will c o ntinue  to  sup e rvise  

o ur Ea rly Child ho o d  Divisio n (Pre -K-G ra d e  3) a nd  o ur Eng lish La ng ua g e  Le a rne rs 

De p a rtme nt.  

We  a re  fo rtuna te  to  a d d  e xc e p tio na lly ta le nte d  a nd  e ne rg e tic  ne w me mb e rs to  

o ur sc ho o l fa mily this ye a r.  The y a re :
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 Ms. Ka te  Ofikuru: Ka te  c o me s to  us a fte r se rving  a s a n e d uc a to r a t P.S. 44 

fo r a  ye a r.  She  is a  re c e nt g ra d ua te  o f Te a c he rs Co lle g e  a t Co lumb ia  

Unive rsity.  She  will b e  b ring ing  he r e xp e rtise  to  G ra d e  1.

 Ms. Ta me ka  So so :  c o me s to  us fro m a no the r p ub lic  sc ho o l in Ea st Ne w 

Yo rk, a nd  ha s b e e n a  te a c he r fo r the  p a st five  ye a rs.  She  will b e  b ring ing  

he r g re a t e xp e rie nc e  a nd  b e st p ra c tic e s to  o ur se c o nd  g ra d e  te a m.  She  

is a  g ra d ua te  stude nt a t Bro o klyn Co lle g e .

 Ms. Ka rla  Wurze l: jo ins o ur G ra d e  5 te a m a s the  se lf c o nta ine d  te a c he r fo r 

the  b rid g e  3/ 4/ 5 c la ss.  She  is c urre ntly re c e iving  e xte nsive  tra ining  fro m 

the  Fe llo ws Pro g ra m a nd  is re a d y to  p ro vid e  o ur stud e nts with Be st 

Pra c tic e s o n a  d a ily b a sis.  She  re c e ive d  he r und e rg ra d ua te  d e g re e  fro m 

Co nne c tic ut Co lle g e , a nd  is c urre ntly a  g ra d ua te  stud e nt a t Lo ng  Isla nd  

Unive rsity.  

 Ms. Ra c he l Ze ff: Ra c he l jo ins o ur G ra d e  5 te a m a s the  sp e c ia l e d uc a tio n 

te a c he r in the  c o lla b o ra tive  te a m te a c hing  c la ss.  She  re c e ive d  he r 

und e rg ra d ua te  d e g re e  fro m Bing ha mto n Unive rsity a nd  is c urre ntly a

g ra d ua te  stud e nt a t Bro o klyn Co lle g e .  She  is a lso  re c e iving  e xte nsive  

tra ining  fro m the  Te a c hing  Fe llo ws Pro g ra m.  

Our Exte nd e d  Da y Ac a d e my 2009-2010

Our ne w sc ho o l d a y sc he d ule  is a s fo llo ws b e g inning  o n We d ne sd a y, Se p te mb e r 

9, 2009 a t 8:40 a m:  (Stud e nts will line  up  in the  sc ho o l’ s ya rd  o n St. Ma rk’ s Ave .)

 Sc ho o l will c o mme nc e  a t 8:40a m a nd  will e nd  p ro mp tly a t 3:00p m 

Mo nd a y thru Frid a y fo r ALL stud e nts in Pre - Kinde rg a rte n, Kinde rg a rte n, 

a nd the  Gifte d a nd Ta le nte d c la sse s, Kinde rg a rte n to  Gra de  5.  At 3:00 p m, 

stud e nts in the se  p ro g ra ms will ha ve  the  o p tio n to  a tte nd  the fe e -b a se d  

Afte r Sc ho o l Pro gram, with Kid s Orb it.  Kid s Orb it a c a d e my will c o mme nc e  

o n Mo nd a y, Se p te mb e r 14, 2009. 

 Stude nts in Gra de s 1- 5 (who  a re  NOT in the  G ifte d  a nd  Ta le nte d Pro g ra m) 

will b e  invite d  to  sta y fo r o ur Exte nde d Day  Ac ade my (37 1/ 2 minute s a s 

p e r the  Cha nc e llo r’ s Re g ula tio ns). 

o Stud e nts will a tte nd  sc ho o l fro m 8:40 a m until 3:38 p m, Mo nd a y thru 

Thursd a y, a nd  8:40 a m until 3:00 p m o n Frid a y.  During  the  Exte nde d  

Da y se ssio ns, stud e nts will e ng a g e  in sma ll g ro up  instruc tio n a nd  will 

b e  p ro vid e d  with ind ivid ua lize d  le sso ns.   

De sp ite  ma jo r c uts to  o ur b ud g e t this ye a r, it is still o ur g o a l to  c o ntinue  to  

p ro vid e  o ur c hild re n with the  b e st p o ssib le  e d uc a tio na l e xp e rie nc e s, 

ind ivid ua lize d  instruc tio n a nd  e nric hme nt a c tivitie s. Our e d uc a tio na l p hilo so p hy 

will a llo w us to  c a rve  a  true  p la c e  o f “ Re a lize d  Po te ntia l.”  I lo o k fo rwa rd  to  

wo rking  c o lla b o ra tive ly with yo u a s we  c re a te  a n e xc e p tio na l le a rning  institutio n 

fo r o ur c hild re n. 

Yo ur Pa rtne r In Ed uc a tio n,

Mrs. Sa nd ra  D’ Avila r, Princ ip a l

“Be c ause  Our Childre n Are  Re aso n Eno ugh…”
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We lc ome  Addre ss, Pa re nt- Te a c he rs’ Assoc ia tion

PS9 Pa re nts,

We lc o me  to  a  ne w sc ho o l ye a r!

We  a re  fo rtuna te  to  b e  in a  sc ho o l whe re  fa milie s c a re  a b o ut e a c h o the r a nd 

the  we ll b e ing  o f o ur c hild re n. The  PTA p ro vid e s sup p o rt to  the  sc ho o l 

a d ministra tio n a nd  o rg a nize s ma ny fund ra ising  a c tivitie s to  b e ne fit the  sc ho o l, 

a nd  is a n imp o rta nt d isc ussio n fo rum fo r p a re nts. Ea c h a nd  e ve ry stud e nt re a p s 

the  re wa rd s o f o ur c o mb ine d  e ffo rts a nd  we  ne e d  e ve ry p a re nt’ s invo lve me nt. 

We  ho p e  tha t yo u will c o ntinue  to  jo in us a s we  se t ne w g o a ls a nd  c o mp le te  

ma ny o f the  imp o rta nt p ro je c ts und e rwa y.

Our first me e ting  will b e  he ld  o n Tue sd a y, Se p te mb e r 15th, in the  Sta ff Lo ung e , 

Ro o m 134, fro m 6:30-7:30p m. We  will up d a te  yo u o n the  la unc h o f the  P.S. 9 

we b site , www.p s9b ro o klyn.o rg , the  sta tus o f the  ne w Lib ra ry, a nd  se ve ra l e xc iting  

p ro je c ts! In the  me a ntime , p le a se  c he c k o ut the  PTA b lo g  a t 

www.p s9p ta .b lo g sp o t.c o m.

In the  me a ntime , p le ase  b e  sure  to  sto p  b y o ur ta b le  in the  a ud ito rium fo r c o ffe e , 

te a  a nd  b a g e ls o n the  1st d a y o f sc ho o l!

Liste d  b e lo w a re  the  me mb e rs o f the  Exe c utive  Co mmitte e  fo r the  2009-10

sc ho o l ye a r. Ple a se  fe e l fre e  to  c a ll o r e ma il a ny o f us with a ny q ue stio ns a nd 

c o nc e rns yo u mig ht have . 

PTA Pre sid e nt.. Ca ro l She ld ra ke -He rna nd e z

Pta p s9@ g ma il.c o m, (718) 638-3260, e xt. 1320

1st Vic e  Pre sid e nt.. G le nnise  Bra d le y

2nd  Vic e  Pre sid e nt.. Antho ny Wa rre n

Fina nc ia l Se c re tary.. Ca t He nry

Re c o rd ing  Se c re ta ry.. Me lissa  Mitta g

Tre a sure r.. She lb y Bo o ke r

Be st Wishe s,

Ca ro l She ld ra ke -He rna nde z

PTA Pre sid e nt

(718) 636-3260, e xt. 1320
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Mission Sta te me nt

The  missio n o f the  Pub lic  Sc ho o l 9-Te unis G . Be rg e n is to  te a c h o ur 

stud e nts ho w to  ma ximize  the ir p o te ntia l thro ug h a  c o nstruc tive  mo d e l o f 

instruc tio n. We  b e lie ve  in se rvic ing  the  who le  c hild thro ug h stro ng  

p a rtne rship s a nd  we  a im to  c re a te  a  c o mmunity o f life lo ng  le a rne rs who  

a re  hig hly mo tiva te d  fo r suc c e ss. We  e mp ha size hig h sta nd a rd s, 

p ro fe ssio na l d e ve lo p me nt a nd  the  ind ivid ua l ne e d s o f e ve ry stud e nt. We  

strive  to  invo lve  o ur p a re nts, c o mmunity-b a se d  o rg a niza tio ns a nd  the  

c o mmunity a t la rg e  in the  e d uc a tio n o f o ur c hild re n.
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Sc hool Wide  Enric hme nt Prog ra m

The  sc ho o l wid e  e nric hme nt p ro g ra m a t P.S. 9 p ro vid e s a ll stud e nts with 

ind ivid ua lize d  instruc tio n.  All o f o ur stud e nts will b e  p ro vid e d  with the  

o p p o rtunity to e xp lo re  a nd  d e ve lo p  the ir ta le nts.  Our se c o nd  fo rm o f 

e nric hme nt will b e  the  o ffe ring  o f sp e c ia l inte re st c o urse s.  This se g me nt 

will invo lve  o ur e ntire  sc ho o l p o p ula tio n.  Enric hme nt c o urse s will p ro vid e  

c ha lle ng ing , se lf se le c te d , re a l wo rld  le a rning  fo r a ll stud e nts, a t a ny 

g ra d e  le ve l, who  sha re  c o mmo n inte re sts in se le c t c o urse s o f stud y.  

During  the  e nric hme nt c o urse , stud e nts a nd  the  fa c ilita to r will p ursue  

c ha lle ng ing  le a rning  e xp e rie nc e s tha t will le a d  to  the  p ro d uc tio n o f a n 

e nd  p ro d uc t. 

Stud e nts will b e  a b le  to  p a rtic ip a te  in typ e  I, typ e  II, o r typ e  III a c tivitie s.

Typ e  I

Stud e nts a re  e xp o se d  to  a  wid e  va rie ty o f e xp e rie nc e s tha t ma y no t b e  

a va ila b le  in the  e sse ntia l c urric ulum.  G ue st sp e a ke rs, d e mo nstra tio n, fie ld  

trip s, d o c ume nta rie s a nd  o the r re so urc e s a re  a va ila b le  to  e xp o se  stud e nts 

to  a  wid e  va rie ty o f d isc ip line s, to p ic s, o c c up a tio ns a nd  ho b b ie s.  The  

g o a l o f Typ e  I a c tivitie s is to  stimula te  ne w inte re sts tha t ind ivid ua ls o r sma ll 

g ro up s o f stud e nts ma y c ho o se  to  p ursue  thro ug h inte nsive  stud y. 

Typ e  II

Stud e nts le a rn a nd  d e ve lo p  a d va nc e d  re se a rc h skills suc h a s c ritic a l 

inq uiry, p ro b le m so lving , a nd  c re a tive  thinking .  Ac tivitie s o r le sso ns usua lly 

o c c ur in the  c la ssro o m o r in sma ll g ro up  se tting s.  The se  le a rning  a c tivitie s 

e nc o ura g e  hig h-le ve l thinking  a nd  re a so ning  skills.

Typ e  III

Ind ivid ua l stud e nts o r sma ll g ro up s o f stud e nts e ng a g e  in re se a rc h 

inve stig a tio ns in a n a re a  o f p e rso na l inte re st.  The se  le a rning  a c tivitie s 

a llo w stud e nts to  think, fe e l, a nd  a c t like  a  p ra c tic ing  p ro fe ssio na l.  

Stud e nts c o nd uc t re se a rc h, g a the r d a ta , so lve  p ro b le ms, a nd  c re a te  a  

fina l p ro d uc t tha t is sha re d  with a n a p p ro p ria te  a ud ie nc e .
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Wha t Enric hme nt Co urse s will lo o k like  a t P.S. 9

Sc he d ule :

Our Enric hme nt mo d e l ha s b e e n wo ve n thro ug ho ut o ur c urric ulum.  

Enric hme nt c luste rs will me e t e ve ry Frid a y, a llo wing  o ur c hild re n to  

e ng a g e  in p ro je c t b a se d  le a rning , a nd  se lf-inte re st c o urse s.  Sup p o rt sta ff 

will p ic k stud e nts up  fro m the ir c la ssro o m.  Our Bus c hild re n will b ring  the ir 

b e lo ng ing s to  the ir se ssio n a nd  will b e  p ic ke d  up  a nd  e sc o rte d  b y the  

d e sig na te d  tra nsp o rta tio n te a c he r to  the  d ismissa l a re a .   

Stud e nt Inve nto ry:

Ea c h stud e nt will b e  g ive n a n inve nto ry to  he lp  id e ntify his o r he r le a rning  

style  a nd  a re a s o f hig h inte re st.  Pa re nt vo lunte e rs will c o nd uc t the  

inve nto ry.  Ea c h c la ss will ha ve  the ir inve nto ry c o mp le te  b y the  se c o nd  

we e k o f Se p te mb e r in o rd e r fo r the  p ro g ra m to  b e g in a s so o n a s p o ssib le .

Co urse  se le c tio n (stud e nt):

Stud e nts will b e  g ive n a  c o urse  d e sc rip tio n o f c o urse s a va ila b le  to  the ir 

g ra d e . Fo r g ra d e s K-3, p a re nt vo lunte e rs will b e  a va ila b le  to  a id e  in the  

se le c tio n p ro c e ss.
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Our Curric ulum In Brie f

Re a ding
Ms. Ste p ha nie  Durha m is o ur Lite ra c y Co a c h.  She  will wo rk c lo se ly with the  

ne w te a c he rs in the  b uild ing .  Ms. Durha m will b e  o ne  o f the  fa c ilita to rs 

who  will b e  instrume nta l in fo ste ring  a n e nviro nme nt fo r the  te a c hing  o f 

Eng lish la ng ua g e  a rts.  He r ro o m is 124.

Our e d uc a tio na l p hilo so p hy a t P.S. 9 is b a se d  o n the  b e lie f tha t a ll 

stud e nts ne e d  a uthe ntic , o rg a nic  instruc tio n o n a  d a ily b a sis.  We  b e lie ve  

in a nd  ha ve  e mb ra c e d  Ba la nc e d  Lite ra c y sinc e  it a llo ws us to  te a c h to  

the  va rie d  ne e d s o f o ur stud e nt p o p ula tio n.  In ma inta ining  o ur sta nd a rd  

b a se d  b a la nc e d  a p p ro a c h to  te a c hing  re a d ing , we  will e nsure  tha t o ur 

p ra c tic e s a re  re fle c tive  a s we  c o ntinue  to  stud y a nd  le a rn thro ug h 

Te a c he rs Co lle g e .  Our a p p ro a c h a t te a c hing  re a d ing  will c o ntinue  to  

e vo lve a s o ur te a c he rs p a rtic ip a te  in o ng o ing  p ro fe ssio na l d e ve lo p me nt 

a nd  c o nd uc t the ir o wn c la ssro o m-b a se d  te a c he r re se a rc h.  Fo r the  p a st 

six ye a rs we  ha ve  sp e nt a  lo t o f time  o n lo ng  te rm p la nning  a nd  

c urric ulum d e ve lo p me nt o f o ur Eng lish la ng ua g e  a rts units.    

P.S. 9’ s e xp e c ta tio ns fo r te a c hing  re a d ing  inc lud e  the  fo llo wing :

In a ll c la ssro o ms, te a c he rs re a d  a lo ud  d a ily fro m c ha p te r b o o ks a nd  

p ic ture  b o o ks. The  re a d  a lo ud  time  is a n imp o rta nt te a c hing  time  whe re  

d iffe re nt re a d ing  stra te g ie s a re  mo d e le d . During  re a d  a lo ud  the  

e xp e c ta tio n is tha t c hild re n a re  no t p a ssive  liste ne rs, b ut ra the r a re  

a c tive ly e ng a g e d  in liste ning  a nd  re sp o nd ing  to  the  te xt a nd  p ra c tic ing  

stra te g ie s tha t will he lp  the m in the ir ind e p e nd e nt o r p a rtne r re a d ing .

Sha re d  Re a d ing  (with a n e nla rg e d  te xt suc h a s a  b ig  b o o k, a  p o e m o n a  

c ha rt p a p e r, a  se c tio n o f a  te xt o n a n o ve rhe a d ) ha p p e ns d a ily in p re -

kind e rg a rte n, kind e rg a rte n a nd  e a rly first g ra d e .  It is use d  fre q ue ntly in the  

re st o f the  g ra d e s a s we ll.

Re a d ing  Wo rksho p  ha p p e ns d a ily in o ur kind e rg a rte n to  fifth g ra d e  

c la ssro o ms, a ltho ug h in kind e rg a rte n it ma y b e  b rie f o n so me  d a ys a nd  

lo ng e r o n so me  d a ys.  The  usua l fo rma t fo r Re a d ing  Wo rksho p  is a  mini 

le sso n (whic h ma y b e  b a se d  o n a  re a d  a lo ud  o r sha re d  re a d ing ); a  time  

whe n c hild re n a re  re a d ing  (e ithe r ind e p e nd e ntly, with p a rtne rs, in re a d ing  

c e nte rs, in b o o k c lub s, o r in g uid e d  re a d ing  g ro up s) a nd  te a c he rs a re  

c o nfe rring  o r me e ting  with sma ll g ro up s; a nd  a  sha re  time . 

Ind e p e nd e nt a nd  p a rtne r re a d ing  is a n e sse ntia l p a rt o f o ur re a d ing  

c urric ulum.  Fro m p re -kind e rg a rte n o n, c hild re n ha ve  time  to  re a d  (o r, in 
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Pre -kind e rg a rte n a nd  kind e rg a rte n, lo o k a t) b o o ks o n the ir o wn a nd  

with a no the r stud e nt.  In Pre -kind e rg a rte n a nd  kind e rg a rte n, it is 

a p p ro p ria te  fo r c hild re n to  b e  lo o king  a t a nd  ta lking  a b o ut b o o ks tha t 

the y c a nno t a c tua lly re a d . As o ur stud e nts e nte r first g ra d e , the  ma jo rity o f 

the ir ind e p e nd e nt a nd / o r p a rtne r re a d ing  time  sho uld  b e  sp e nt wo rking  

o n b o o ks tha t a re  a t a n a p p ro p ria te  le ve l fo r the m to  re a d .  In ma ny 

c la sse s, p a rtic ula rly in the  lo we r g ra d e s, c hild re n ha ve  b o o k b ins, b o xe s, o r 

b a g s whe re  the y ke e p  3-8 b o o ks the y a re  wo rking  o n.  

ALL stud e nts must ha ve  b o o k b a g g ie s in g ra d e s K thro ug h 5.  In o ur 

c la ssro o ms, we  ha ve  a  p o rtio n o f o ur lib ra ry in le ve le d  b o o ks; o ur g ra d e s 1 

a nd  2 c la ssro o ms must ha ve  mo re  le ve le d  b a ske ts tha n o the r g ra d e s. 

Whe n we  sp e a k a b o ut le ve ling  b o o ks, we  me a n a ssig ning  b o o ks o n the  

stud e nts’  re a d  a b ility, b a se d  o n d iffic ulty.  Our le ve ling  syste m c re a te d  b y 

Te a c he rs Co lle g e ; ho we ve r we  a lso  use  the  b o o k b y Ire ne  Fo unta s a nd  

G a y Su Pinne ll in Guide d Re a ding  a nd  Ma tc hing  Bo o ks to  Re a de rs to  a ssist 

us in find ing  the  le ve ls fo r ma ny o f yo ur b o o ks.

Ma th
Our Ma th c o a c h is Ms. Che ryl Se a le y.  She  will b e  lo c a te d  in ro o m 124.  

He r ro o m will b e  a  re so urc e  ro o m fo r te a c he rs a nd  will c o nta in a  le nd ing  

lib ra ry.  She  will p ro vid e  the  sta ff with o ng o ing  p ro fe ssio na l d e ve lo p me nt in 

ma the ma tic s.    She  will a lso  a ssist in e sta b lishing  a  la b  site  in g ra d e s K-2 

a nd  in g ra d e s 3-5.  Ma th fa c ilita to rs ha ve  b e e n a ssig ne d  o n e a c h g ra d e  

le ve l; the se  te a c he rs will c o ntinue  to  b e  tra ine d a nd  will wo rk c lo se ly with 

he r.  Ms. Se a le y will a lso  e ng a g e  in a  te a m te a c hing  se ssio n e a c h we e k.  

Me mb e rs o f the  sta ff will b e  invite d  to  a tte nd  this se ssio n a s a  fo rm o f 

c la ssro o m inte r-visita tio n a nd  p ro fe ssio na l d e ve lo p me nt.

This ye a r we  will c o ntinue  with o ur c urric ulum in Eve ryd a y Ma th.  We  will 

fo llo w the  p ro g ra m the  wa y it ha s b e e n p a c e d .  

Soc ia l Studie s

The  g o a l o f o ur So c ia l Stud ie s c urric ulum is to  p ro vid e  o ur stud e nts with a n 

inq uiry-b a se d  instruc tio na l mo d e l.  One  tha t will a llo w the m to  a sk

e sse ntia l q ue stio ns, p ro b ing  the m to  le a rn mo re  a b o ut the  wo rld  b e yo nd  

the ir c la ssro o m, in o rd e r tha t the y d e ve lo p  a wa re ne ss a nd  a  se nse  o f 

so c ia l re sp o nsib ility, justic e , a nd  c o mmitme nt to  huma nity.  We  will p ro vid e  

o ur stud e nts with a  c o he re nt a nd  se q ue ntia l inte g ra te d  so c ia l stud ie s 

c o urse  o f instruc tio n fro m o ur e a rly c hild ho o d  d ivisio n, thro ug h g ra d e  5.
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Our te a c he rs will p ro vid e  so c ia l stud ie s instruc tio n in the  c la ssro o m a t le a st 

two time s p e r we e k.  All le sso ns will b e  ta ug ht using  the  wo rksho p  mo d e l, 

whic h will a llo w stud e nts to  e ng a g e  in a  mini le sso n a nd  g ro up  wo rk 

b e fo re  re c o nve ning  to  sha re  wha t the y ha ve  le a rne d . 

Esse ntia l q ue stio ns a re  the  b a sis o f a ll o f o ur so c ia l stud ie s units.  

G e o g ra p hy, c ulture , histo ry, p o litic s a nd  e c o no mic s will b e  wo ve n 

thro ug ho ut o ur inte rd isc ip lina ry so c ia l stud ie s c urric ulum.  Te a c he rs will use  

histo ric a l fic tio n, na rra tive  a c c o unts, p rima ry so urc e s, a nd  o the r no n-

fic tio n writing  to  b ring  und e rsta nd ing  to  the ir stud e nts.  Ma p p ing  will b e  

inc lusive  o f the  stud y so  tha t stud e nts c a n d e ve lo p  a nd  e xp a nd  the ir 

se nse  o f p la c e .  Time line s will he lp  stud e nts und e rsta nd  the  whe n in histo ry.  

Stud e nts will le a rn the  a rt o f no te -ta king  a nd the  d iffe re nc e  b e twe e n fa c t 

a nd  o p inio n.  Pro je c ts will b e  a n e sse ntia l p a rt o f the  so c ia l stud ie s 

c urric ulum a nd  a p p lie d  le a rning  will tie  into  the se  stud ie s.  We  will e g a g e  

in the  IIM me tho d , whic h will a llo w o ur stud e nts to  c re a te  p ro je c ts tha t will

inc lud e  ma p  ma king , mura ls, re p o rts, b io g ra p hie s, stud e nt p re se nta tio ns, 

sing ing  so ng s, d a irie s, thre e -d ime nsio na l mo d e ls, a nd  o ra l p re se nta tio ns.  

This instruc tio na l mo d e l will a lso  e na b le  o ur stud e nts to  b e  ind e p e nd e nt 

re se a rc he rs.  Fie ld  trip s will a llo w te a c he rs to  use  the  c ity a nd  b e yo nd  to  

g ive  me a ning  to  the  c urric ulum.  Thro ug ho ut the  stud ie s, it is e sse ntia l tha t 

the  stud e nts re la te  wha t the y a re  le a rning  to  the ir life  in Ne w Yo rk C ity.

Re a d ing  a nd  writing , sc ie nc e  a nd  ma th will a ll p la y a  ro le  in o ur so c ia l 

stud ie s c urric ulum.  Re a d  “ a lo ud s” , sha re d  re a d ing , ind e p e nd e nt re a d ing  

a nd  sma ll g ro up  re a d ing  a nd  writing , stud ie s o f myths a nd  fo lkta le s, a nd  

re se a rc h skills a re  so me  e xa mp le s o f lite ra c y a s a  p a rt o f so c ia l stud ie s.  

Ma p p ing  skills, mo d e l ma king , time  line s, g rid s a nd  g ra p hs a re  skills tha t 

use  ma the ma tic a l und e rsta nd ing .  So c ia l stud ie s units will inc lud e  b o th 

so c ia l a nd  p hysic a l sc ie nc e .  Stud e nts will le a rn a b o ut e nviro nme nts a nd  

he a lth, a nima ls a nd  ha b ita ts, g e o lo g y a nd  e c o syste ms, na tura l re so urc e s 

a nd  we a the r, a s we ll a s fo o d  c ha ins a nd  life  c yc le s.  The y will a lso  le a rn 

a b o ut va rio us struc ture s thro ug ho ut NYC.

Sc ie nc e
We  will c o ntinue  o ur g o a l o f e nha nc ing  o ur sc ie nc e  c urric ulum this ye a r.  

Sc ie nc e  will b e  ta ug ht two  d a ys p e r we e k b y the  c la ssro o m te a c he rs in 

g ra d e s 1-5.  Sup p o rt sta ff / c luste rs will b e  a ssig ne d  to  va rio us c la ssro o ms to  

c o -te a c h with the  c la ssro o m te a c he rs.  This will o c c ur p e rio d s 1 a nd  2 o n 

tho se  d a ys.  Ms. Aie sha h De ve rte uil will b e  the  sc ie nc e  sp e c ia lists in the  

lo we r g ra d e s this ye a r.  Ms. Ms. Ste p ha nie  Co d ring to n will se rve  a s the  

up p e r g ra d e  sc ie nc e  sp e c ia list.  Our c urric ulum will b e  ta ke n fro m the  ne w 

sc o p e  a nd  se q ue nc e  whic h wa s d e ve lo p e d  thro ug h c o lla b o ra tive  

wo rkg ro up s c o mp o sing  o f re g io na l sta ff, sc ie nc e  e xp e rts fro m p a rtne ring  

institutio ns, c o lle g e  p ro fe sso rs, te a c he rs a nd  a d ministra to rs.  Our 

o b je c tive s fo r this p ro g ra m a re  to : 
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 p ro vid e  sta nd a rd  b a se d  sc ie nc e  instruc tio n.  

 Link the  sc ie nc e  sta nd a rd s to  the  c urric ulum a c ro ss the  g ra d e s.  

 Sup p o rt the  sp ira ling  o f o ur sc o p e  a nd  se q ue nc e  a c ro ss thro ug ho ut 

the  g ra d e s.

 Inte g ra te  sc ie nc e  c o nte nt with o the r c o re  c urric ulum – so c ia l 

stud ie s, lite ra c y, a nd  ma the ma tic s.  

 Co lla b o ra te  with sp e c ia lists in o the r a re a s – a rt, music , te c hno lo g y, 

p hysic a l e d uc a tio n/ he a lth a nd  c ulina ry a rts 

 Pro vid e  p ro fe ssio na l d e ve lo p me nt to  sup p o rt sc ie nc e  sta nd a rd s

 Se e k o ut g ra nts fo r sc ie nc e  e q uip me nt, trip s, a nd  in-se rvic e  

p ro g ra ms.

With a ll o f o ur o b je c tive s in mind , we  ho p e  to  d e ve lo p  a n a wa re ne ss o f 

c urio sity a b o ut the  na tura l a nd  b uilt wo rld  within o ur stud e nts’  live s.  Assist 

the m in und e rsta nd ing  ke y sc ie ntific  c o nc e p ts a nd  c o nte nt.  He lp  the m to  

d e ve lo p  the  a b ility to  use  sc ie ntific  p ro c e sse s.  Pro vid e  the m with jo y a s 

the y e xp lo re  the  sc ie ntific  wo rld .  Pro vid e  the m with a  g o o d  e xp e rie nc e  

with te c hno lo g y d e sig n.  Allo w the m to  se e  a nd  a p p re c ia te  sc ie nc e  a s a  

d yna mic  d isc ip line  in whic h the  q ue st fo r kno wle d g e  is o n g o ing .  Our 

p ro g ra m will te a c h skills in a  c o lla b o ra tive  ma nne r.

All c la sse s se e ing  Ms. De ve rte uil a nd  Ms. Co d ring to n will b e  e xp e c te d  to  

ma inta in a  sc ie nc e  no te b o o k whic h will b e  use d  to  inp ut the ir e ntrie s.  We  

a re  a sking  o ur fa milie s to  a ssist us in he lp ing  o ur stud e nts ma inta in the ir 

no te b o o ks.  Sc ie nc e  g ra d e s will d e p e nd  he a vily o n the  stud e nts’  wo rk in 

the  la b  a s we ll a s the  wo rk b e ing  d o ne  in the  sc ie nc e  no te b o o k.  In a n 

e ffo rt to  ha ve  o ur stud e nts we ll a d a p te d  to  the  NYS sc ie nc e  c urric ulum, 

a nd  in o rd e r to  ha ve  the m re a d y to  ta ke  the ir g ra d e  4 sc ie nc e  

a sse ssme nt, stud e nts in G ra d e s 3-5 will utilize  the  sc ie nc e  la b  in ro o m 110.  

The  lo we r g ra d e s will re c e ive  sc ie nc e  instruc tio n within the ir c la ssro o m.
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Te unis G . Be rg e n Sc hool - Public  Sc hool 9

Pa re nt Informa tion Ha ndbook 2009- 2010

Home work Polic y

This ye a r we  c o ntinue  o ur sc ho o l-wid e  ho me wo rk p o lic y whic h wa s 

c re a te d  a s a  re sult o f a  p re vio us p a re nt surve y.  Child re n a nd / o r the ir 

p a re nts will b e  p e rio d ic a lly a ske d  to  ke e p  tra c k o f ho w lo ng  the ir 

ho me wo rk is ta king  the m to  c o mp le te , so  tha t te a c he rs ma y d e te rmine  

ho w to  a d just the  a mo unt o f ho me wo rk tha t is g ive n. 

Ho me wo rk will b e  a ssig ne d  Mo nd a y thro ug h Frid a y.  During  o ur Pa re nt 

Orie nta tio n o n the  first d a y o f sc ho o l, te a c he rs a re  e xp e c te d  to d isc uss 

the  fo llo wing : 

 Exp la in o ur Ho me wo rk Po lic y to  c hild re n a nd  p a re nts

 Ma ke  the ir e xp e c ta tio ns c le a r re g a rd ing  c o mp le te ne ss a nd  ne a tne ss 

o f a ssig nme nts (ne a tne ss sho uld  b e  e mp ha size d )

 Exp la in the  c o nse q ue nc e s o f no t c o mp le ting  ho me wo rk

 Put in p la c e  a  syste m fo r c he c king  writte n ho me wo rk whic h stud e nts 

a nd  p a re nts a re  a wa re  o f

Pa re nts will a lso re c e ive  o ur ho me wo rk e xp e c ta tio ns in writing .

G ra d e Re a d ing Writte n

(inc lud ing  

Ma th)

To ta l

Kind e rg a rte n Pa re nts a nd  

c hild re n sp e nd  

time  to g e the r 

with b o o ks – 10-

15 minute s

10 minute s 

a ssiste d

20-25 minute s

First G ra d e 10-15 minute s 10 minute s 20-25 minute s

Se c o nd  G ra d e 15-20 minute s 15-20 minute s 30-45 minute s

Third  G ra d e 20-30 minute s 20-25 minute s 50-60 minute s

Fo urth G ra d e 30 minute s 30 minute s 60 minute s

Fifth G ra d e 30 minute s 30 minute s 60-70 minute s

Altho ug h we  re a lize  tha t ho me wo rk will no t ta ke  the  sa me  a mo unt o f time  

fo r a ll c hild re n, we  b e lie ve  tha t c hild re n sho uld  no t ha ve  to  d o  mo re  tha n 

the  ma ximum a mo unt fo r the ir g ra d e , a ssuming  tha t the y a re  wo rking  

witho ut b re a ks a nd  d istra c tio ns.  We  b e lie ve  tha t it is a lwa ys b e tte r to  g ive  

ho me wo rk tha t is o f g re a t q ua lity, inste a d  o f q ua ntity.  
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Pa re nt Informa tion Ha ndbook 2009- 2010

Ac a de mic  Inte rve ntion Se rvic e s (AIS) for At Risk Stude nts

Stud e nts who  a re  a t risk fo r no t me e ting  g ra d e  le ve l sta nd a rd s will re c e ive  

inte rve ntio n se rvic e s. Stud e nts in ne e d  o f e xtra  sup p o rt will b e  id e ntifie d  

a nd  a sse sse d , to  e nsure  tha t the y re c e ive  a d d itio na l sup p o rt. Asse ssme nt 

to o ls suc h a s Te a c he r's Co lle g e (Co lumb ia  Unive rsity) a nd  Sc a ntro n, a s 

we ll a s o ng o ing  info rma l a sse ssme nts, will he lp  us in id e ntifying  suc h 

stud e nts.  Sta te  a nd  c ity a sse ssme nts will a lso  b e  utilize d  to  d e te rmine  the  

ne e d  fo r o ur stud e nts in the  up p e r g ra d e s. Ca re ful re c o rd  ke e p ing , 

inc lud ing  a ne c d o ta l/ c o nfe re nc e  no te s, running  re c o rd s, a nd  wo rk 

sa mp le s, will b e  use d  a s imp o rta nt to o ls in he lp ing  us to  d e te rmine  a  p la n 

o f a c tio n fo r o ur stud e nts.  One  o f o ur fo c i this ye a r will b e  to  a d d re ss the  

va rie d  wa ys in whic h we  c a n d e te rmine  the  b e st p o ssib le  wa y to  me e t the  

ne e d s o f o ur “ At Risk”  p o p ula tio n.   G ra d e  le a d e rs, c o a c he s a nd  the  

a d ministra tive  sta ff will b e  instrume nta l in p ro vid ing  the  te a c he rs with the  

ne e d e d  p ro fe ssio na l d e ve lo p me nt in the se  a re a s.  All c la ssro o m te a c he rs 

a re  re q uire d  to  c re a te  a  list o f a t-risk stud e nts.  This sho uld  b e  d o ne  a s 

so o n a s the  Te a c he r’ s Co lle g e a sse ssme nts a nd  a n a na lysis o f the  

stud e nt’ s p e rfo rma nc e  fro m the  p re vio us sc ho o l ye a r ha ve  b e e n 

c o mp le te d .  Te a c he rs a re  a lso  re q uire d  to  ma inta in re c o rd  ke e p ing  tha t 

ind ic a te  the  kind s o f sup p o rts g ive n to  the se  stud e nts (wo rk fo ld e rs a nd  

c o nfe re nc e  no te s must sup p o rt yo ur p la n o f a c tio n).  As a  re sult o f fund ing  

a nd  a s p a rt o f o ur kno wle d g e  o f b e st p ra c tic e s; we  must d o c ume nt o ur 

wo rk. Ed uc a tio na l a ssista nts a nd  the  sup p o rt se rvic e s p e rso nne l who  wo rk 

with a t-risk stud e nts must a lso  ke e p  a  lo g  o f the ir d a ily wo rk with e a c h 

stud e nt.

Our wo rk with a t-risk stud e nts is b e ing  sup p o rte d  b y re g ula tio ns tha t 

re q uire  a ll sc ho o ls in Ne w Yo rk Sta te  to  p ro vid e  Ac a d e mic  Inte rve ntio n 

Se rvic e s (AIS) fo r stud e nts who  sc o re  b e lo w the  Sta te -d e sig na te d  

p e rfo rma nc e  sta nd a rd s o n Sta te  a sse ssme nts a nd / o r who  a re  a t-risk o f no t 

a c hie ving  the  Sta te  Le a rning  sta nd a rd s.  AIS se rvic e s a re  no t sp e c ia l 

e d uc a tio n se rvic e s, b ut a re  a d d itio na l instruc tio n a nd  sup p o rt se rvic e s 

whic h sup p le me nt the  g e ne ra l c urric ulum.  The  e mp ha sis o n AIS is p a rt o f 

the  la rg e r mo ve  to  re d uc e  sp e c ia l e d uc a tio n re fe rra ls a nd  to  inste a d  try 

to  p ro vid e  fund ing  to  me e t the  ne e d s o f a ll o f o ur stud e nts. 

Our sp e e c h te a c he rs, o c c up a tio na l the ra p ists, p hysic a l the ra p ists, 

g uid a nc e  c o unse lo r a nd  me mb e rs o f the  SBST c a n a lso  he lp  us to  me e t 

the  ne e d s o f o ur a t-risk stud e nts. ….The se  p ro fe ssio na ls c a n sha re  the ir 

e xp e rtise  b y he lp ing  us to  id e ntify stud e nts with OT, PT, Sp e e c h a nd  

so c ia l/ e mo tio na l issue s; while  p ro vid ing  te a c he rs with id e a s fo r 

inte rve ntio ns.  
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We  a ntic ip a te  b e ing  a b le  to  ha ve  the  fo llo wing :

- Re d uc e d  c la ss size  (G ra d e s K-5)

- G uid e d  re a d ing  p ush-in/ p ull-o ut p ro g ra m (G ra d e s K-5)

- Sma ll g ro up  sup p o rt (G ra d e s K-5)

- G uid a nc e  se rvic e s: e mo tio na l a nd  so c ia l sup p o rt

- The  Me nta l He a lth C linic : fa mily/ e mo tio na l sup p o rt

- Ed uc a tio na l Assista nt sup p o rt

- Le a rning  Le a d e rs sup p o rt

- Pro fe ssio na l De ve lo p me nt in me e ting  the  ne e d s o f strug g ling  re a d e rs

- Pro fe ssio na l De ve lo p me nt in me e ting  the  ne e d s o f stud e nts who  

strug g le  with ma the ma tic s

- Re so urc e  Ro o m (K-5 a nd  “ At Risk”  stud e nts)

ELL (Eng lish Lang ua g e  Le a rne rs)

Biling ua l o r no n-Eng lish sp e a king  c hild re n who  sc o re  b e lo w a  c ut-o ff o n a n 

a sse ssme nt (tha t is a d ministe re d  b y o ur ELL te a c he r whe n the  c hild  is first 

a d mitte d  into  the  sc ho o l), will b e  p la c e d  in o ur ELL d a y p ro g ra m.  Ms. 

Sho nd ra  Ha ywa rd utilize s the  Ho me  La ng ua g e  Surve y e a rly in the  sc ho o l 

ye a r to  g e t a  c le a re r p ic ture  o n stud e nts who  ne e d  this se rvic e .  

Amo ng  the  ne w ma nd a te s fo r ELL a re  o ne s tha t e mp ha size  mo re  

c o o rd ina tio n with o ng o ing  c urric ulum.  Our so c ia l stud ie s a nd  sc ie nc e  

c urric ula  will sup p o rt this ma nd a te .  Time  will b e  p ro vid e d  fo r te a c he rs to  

me e t with Ms. Ha ywa rd so  tha t the y ma y d isc uss the ir c o lla b o ra tio n fo r this 

ye a r.     
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Morning  And Afternoon Dismissa l Proc e dure s

Sc ho o l b e g ins a t 8:40 a m. Child re n ma y g a the r in the  sc ho o lya rd  fro m 

8:30 a m whe re  the y will b e  me t b y the ir te a c he rs a nd  e sc o rte d  to  the ir 

c la ssro o ms a t 8:40 a m. Child re n in Pre -Kind e rg a rte n a nd  Kind e rg a rte n e nte r the  

sc ho o l with the ir te a c he rs fro m the  sc ho o l ya rd  thro ug h d o o rs whic h le a d  d ire c tly 

the ir c la ssro o ms. Child re n who  e a t b re a kfa st in sc ho o l ma y e nte r the  b uild ing  

thro ug h the  St. Ma rks Ave nue  sc ho o l ya rd  d o o r fro m 8:00 a m. 

A c a re g ive r must e sc o rt Pre -Kind e rg a rte n c hild re n e a c h d a y d ire c tly to  

the ir c la ssro o m in o rd e r to  sig n the m in. At d ismissa l, the y must b e  p ic ke d  up  fro m 

the ir c la ssro o ms. Ple a se  se e  o ur Fa mily Assista nt, Ms. Prid e  fo r mo re  info rma tio n. 

Whe n the  we a the r is ba d , a ll c hild re n will g a the r ind o o rs until 8:40 a m 

whe n the ir te ac he rs will e sc o rt the m to  the ir ro o ms. 

Fo r the  sa fe ty a nd  se c urity o f a ll the  c hild re n, p a re nts o f g ra de s 1 thro ug h 

5 ma y no t e sc o rt the ir c hild re n into  the  b uild ing . We  a sk c hild re n a nd  p a re nts to  

use  the  Und e rhill Ave nue  d o o rs o nly, whe n e nte ring  a nd  e xiting  the  sc ho o l. This is 

fo r e ve ryo ne ’ s sa fe ty.

It is ve ry imp o rta nt tha t yo ur c hild  a rrive s to  sc ho o l o n time . Child re n who  

a rrive  a fte r 8:45 a m will b e  re q uire d  to  g e t a  la te  p a ss fro m the  ma in o ffic e  

b e fo re  g o ing  to  the ir c la ssro o m. Pa re nts o f g ra d e s 1 thro ug h 5 ma y NOTe sc o rt 

la te  c hild re n to  the ir c la ssro o m. This is to  re d uc e  d isrup tio n to  the  c la ssro o m 

te a c he rs a nd  o the r stud e nts d uring  o ur mo rning  p ro c e d ure . 

La te ne ss is no t o nly re c o rd e d  o n yo ur c hild ’ s p e rma ne nt re c o rd , b ut o fte n 

c o ntrib ute s to  c la ssro o m d iffic ultie s. 
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Pa re nta l Involve me nt

Pa re nt Assoc ia tions a nd the  Sc hools “Cha nc e llor’s Re g ula tion CR A- 660”

Pa re nt Asso c ia tio ns a re  the  b a c kb o ne  o f the  p ub lic  sc ho o ls. The y 

p ro vid e  the  p a re nt le a d e rship  e sse ntia l to  d e ve lo p ing  sc ho o l stre ng ths, 

id e ntifying  a nd  so lving  p ro b le ms a nd  b uild ing  the  p a rtne rship  b e twe e n 

sc ho o ls, c o mmunity a nd  p a re nts ne c e ssa ry to suc c e ssful e d uc a tio n. The  

Ne w Yo rk C ity Bo a rd  o f Ed uc a tio n, re c o g nizing  the  imp o rta nc e  o f p a re nt 

a sso c ia tio ns to  a  sc ho o l’ s suc c e ss, issue s this p o lic y sta te me nt to  fo ste r 

stro ng  a nd  e ffe c tive  p a re nt re p re se nta tio n in e ve ry sc ho o l a nd  a t e ve ry 

le ve l o f the  sc ho o l syste m. 

The re  is a n a c tive  p a re nt b o d y a t PS 9. C la ss Pa re nts a nd  Le a rning  

Le a d e rs vo lunte e rs c a n b e  se e n he lp ing  a s re a d ing  tuto rs, trip  

c ha p e ro ne s, wo rking  in the  sc ho o lya rd  d uring mo rning  line up  a nd  

a ssisting  with c la ssro o m p ro je c ts. Fo r mo re  info rma tio n a b o ut ho w to  

vo lunte e r in the  sc ho o l, p le a se  visit Cha rma ine  De rre ll-Ja c o b  o ur Pa re nt 

Co o rd ina to r in ro o m 112.

PS 9 is ve ry fo rtuna te  to  ha ve  a  ve ry a c tive  a nd  vita l Pa re nt Te a c he r 

Asso c ia tio n tha t ha s suc c e ssful fund ra ising  p ro g ra ms a nd  is ve ry 

sup p o rtive  o f the  e ntire  sc ho o l c o mmunity. The re  a re  ma ny e ve nts a nd  

o p p o rtunitie s thro ug ho ut the  sc ho o l ye a r fo r p a re nts to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  

PTA a nd  he lp  b uild  a  g re a te r se nse  o f sc ho o l c o mmunity. Co mmitte e  

me mb e rship  is o p e n to  a ll p a re nts, fa mily a nd  c o mmunity me mb e rs.

On the  first a nd  third  Frid a y o f e ve ry mo nth, a ll p a re nts a re  invite d  to  

c o me  into  the  c la ssro o ms to  re a d  with, o r re a d  to  c hild re n, p la y ma th 

g a me s, o r p a rtic ip a te  in o the r c urric ula r a re a s thro ug h o ur Fa mily Re a d ing  

a nd  Ma th Bud d y p ro g ra m.  We  lo o k fo rwa rd  to this p ro g ra m inc lud ing

p a re nts into  o ur le a rning  c o mmunity in a  ve ry me a ning ful wa y.  
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“The  Cha nc e llor’s Pla n for Sc hool Le a de rship Te a ms” 

The  fund a me nta l p urp o se  o f the  sc ho o l le a d e rship  te a m is to  d e te rmine  the  

sc ho o l’ s e d uc a tio na l d ire c tio n – tha t is, the  sc ho o l’ s o ve ra ll e d uc a tio na l visio n, 

its g o a ls a nd  p rio ritie s, the  stra te g ie s tha t will b e  use d  to  a c hie ve  tha t visio n, a nd  

the  a lig nme nt o f re so urc e s to  a c c o mp lish tho se  stra te g ie s. To  b e  e ffe c tive , the  

te a m will ne e d  to  d e ve lo p  a  c ulture  in whic h the re  is a  sha re d  g o a l fo r a ll 

c hild re n to  a c hie ve  hig h le ve ls o f le a rning  a nd  a  sp irit o f p a rtne rship  a mo ng  a ll 

c o nstitue nc ie s to  a c hie ve  hig h le ve ls o f le a rning  a nd  a  sp irit o f p a rtne rship  

a mo ng  a ll c o nstitue nc ie s to  a c hie ve  this g o a l. To  c a rry o ut this c ha rg e , the  wo rk 

o f the  te a m will fo c us o n two  c o re  re sp o nsib ilitie s:

 the  c re a tio n o f the  sc ho o ls Co mp re he nsive  Ed uc a tio na l Pla n (CEP), 

inc lud ing  a nnua l g o a ls a nd  o b je c tive s, a nd

 the  d e ve lo p me nt o f a  sc ho o l-b a se d  b ud g e t a nd  sta ffing  p la n a lig ne d  

with the  CEP. 

Within the  c o nte xt o f Ne w Sta nd a rd s, the  d istric t CEP, a nd  o the r [Re g io na l  

p o lic ie s], te a ms will ha ve  sig nific a nt d isc re tio n in d e ve lo p ing  the ir 

c o mp re he nsive  e d uc a tio na l p la ns a nd  b ud g e ts in a re a s suc h a s c urric ulum, 

instruc tio na l p ro g ra ms, p a re nt invo lve me nt, sta ff d e ve lo p me nt, p up il p e rso nne l 

se rvic e s, a nd  fina nc ia l ma na g e me nt.
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Visiting  the  Sc hool

Pa re nts a re  we lc o me  to  visit the ir c hild (re n)’ s c la ssro o ms. The re  a re  ma ny 

wa ys to  b e  a  vo lunte e r in o ur sc ho o l: Le a rning Le a d e rs sc ho o l vo lunte e rs, ma in 

o ffic e  mo nito rs, fie ld  trip s, sp e c ia l c urric ulum p ro je c ts, lunc hro o m c lub s, e tc … 

Yo ur c o ntrib utio ns to  c la ssro o m life  a re  c ruc ia l to  o ur suc c e ss. We  wa nt yo u to  b e  

info rme d  a b o ut o ur sc ho o l. If yo u’ d  like  to  visit, p le a se  a rra ng e  a  time  with the  

c la ssro o m te a c he r. Yo u must sto p  a t the  se c urity d e sk fo r a  visito r’ s p a ss a t the  

time  o f yo ur visit. YOU MUST HAVE A VALID NEW YORK STATE ID TO ENTER OUR 

BUILDING ! Ple a se  d o  no t “ d ro p  in”  o n te a c he rs witho ut a n a p p o intme nt. The y will 

b e  una b le  to  me e t with yo u witho ut no tic e . 

Pa re nt Re ports a nd Confe re nc e s

The re  a re  two  fo rma l Pa re nt/ Te a c he r Co nfe re nc e s a  ye a r. One  in 

No ve mb e r a nd  the  o the r in Ma rc h. Ad d itio na l c o nfe re nc e s a re  usua lly g ive n 

up o n re q ue st. It is ve ry imp o rta nt tha t p a re nts ma ke  e ve ry e ffo rt to  a tte nd  p a re nt 

c o nfe re nc e s. 

Ea c h fa ll we  ho st a  c urric ulum nig ht fo r a ll p a re nts. Yo ur c hild ’ s te a c he r will 

d e sc rib e  in d e ta il the  p la n a nd  sc he d ule  fo r the  ye a r, a s we ll a s the  p ro c e d ure s 

fo r ma ny imp o rta nt ro utine s fo r the  c la ss. Ple a se  b e  sure  to  a tte nd . 

Also  in the  fa ll te a c he rs in g ra d e s 1 to  5 will se nd  ho me  a  le tte r re g a rd ing  

ho me wo rk p ro c e d ure s. It is ve ry imp o rta nt tha t p a re nts a nd  c hild re n re a d  this 

le tte r to g e the r in o rd e r to  c la rify a nd  d e fine  ro utine s fo r the  ye a r, whic h will a ssist 

c hild re n in d o ing  the ir ho me wo rk. [Se e  o ur “Ho me wo rk Po lic y” se c tio n]. We  a sk 

p a re nts to  re vie w ho me wo rk nig htly.
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Dog s a nd Bic yc les

Ple a se  d o  no t b ring  d o g s into  the  sc ho o l yard  o r sc ho o l b uild ing . If yo u 

must tie  yo ur d o g , p le a se  use  the  fe nc e  furthe st a wa y fro m the  ma in d o o rs. 

So me  c hild re n a re  frig hte ne d  b y o r a lle rg ic  to  d o g s a nd  so me  d o g s g e t 

frig hte ne d  b y the  la rg e  numb e r o f c hild re n milling  a b o ut. Bic yc le s, sc o o te rs, ro lle r 

ska te s a nd  ska te b o a rd s a re  no t a llo we d  in the  sc ho o l ya rd  o r the  sc ho o l b uild ing .

The  Sc hool Nurse  – Illne ss

Be c a use  a  numbe r o f o ur c hild re n re q uire  d a ily me d ic a l a tte ntio n to  

e na b le  the m to  a tte nd p ub lic  sc ho o l, we  ha ve  a  sc ho o l nurse . Ple a se  b e  

a d vise d  tha t o ur nurse  ma y no t tre a t c hild re n who  c o me  to  sc ho o l sic k. We  a sk 

tha t yo u d o  no t se nd  yo ur c hild  to  sc ho o l if he / she  ma y b e  ill. Child re n who  

b e c o me  ill in sc ho o l ma y b e  se e n b y the  nurse  b e fo re  b e ing  se nt ho me . Child re n 

usua lly wa it in the  o ffic e  until so me o ne  c a n p ic k the m up . Ple a se  sig n yo ur c hild  

o ut in the  stud e nt sig n o ut b o o k in the  ma in o ffic e  b e fo re  le aving  with yo ur c hild .

Pa re nts a re  o ur first line  o f d e fe nse  in p re ve nting  the  sp re a d  o f infe c tio n. If 

yo ur c hild  ha s a n infe c tio us illne ss, p le a se  le t yo ur c hild ’ s te ac he r kno w b y 

se nd ing  a  no te  o r ma king  a  p ho ne  c a ll. The  te a c he r c a n the n info rm the  nurse  o f 

infe c tio us illne sse s in the  sc ho o l. Illne ss is a  p art o f life  a nd  it is imp o ssib le  to  

e ra d ic a te  infe c tio us illne ss fro m o ur sc ho o l. Ple a se  b e  c e rta in tha t yo ur c hild  is 

he a lthy b e fo re  he / she  is re turne d  to  sc ho o l. Also  ta lk to  yo ur c hildre n a b o ut 

wa shing  the ir ha nds re g ula rly a nd  a vo id ing  the  sha ring  o f fo o d  a nd  d rinks. It is 

sc ho o l p o lic y tha t c hild re n who  a re  se nt ho me  sic k ma y no t re turn to  the  sc ho o l 

la te r in the  d a y.

Lost Clothing

Ple a se  use  a n inde lib le  ma rke r to  write  yo ur c hild ’ s na me  o n a ll o ute r 

c lo thing  (b o o k b a g s, ha ts, g lo ve s swe a te rs, b o o ts…) a nd  o n lunc h b o xe s. This will 

e na b le  us to  re turn lo st a rtic le s. The  vo lume  a nd  q ua lity o f c lo thing  “fo und ”  is 

sta g g e ring . Ple a se  c he c k the  lo st-a nd -fo und  in b o th the  lunc hro o m a nd  the  

Nurse ’ s wing . 
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Eme rg e nc ie s/ Me ssa g e s/  Ea rly Pic k-Up

1. Ple a se  b e  sure  tha t yo u c o mple te  two  c o p ie s o f the  “ Blue  Eme rg e nc y

Ca rd ” tha t is file d  in the  ma in o ffic e . This c a rd  sho uld  b e  up da te d  d uring  

the  sc ho o l ye ar with c urre nt p ho ne  numb e rs a nd  c le a r d ire c tio ns o f wha t 

is d e sire d  b y p a re nts in c a se  o f a n e me rg e nc y. If yo u c ha ng e  jo b s o r 

p ho ne  numb e rs, o r if yo ur b a c kup  e me rg e nc y c o nta c t c ha ng e s, p le a se  

sto p  b y the  o ffic e  a nd  c ha ng e  yo ur c a rd . It is a lso  a  g o o d  id e a  to  ke e p  in 

mind  tha t the  sc ho o l ma y ne e d  to  re a c h yo u, so  le t yo ur o ffic e  o r yo ur 

b a c kup  kno w ho w yo u c a n b e  c o nta c te d  whe n the re  are  c ha ng e s in 

yo ur re g ula r sc he d ule .

2. The  sc ho o l CANNOTd e live r p ho ne  me ssa g e s to  c hild re n. Ma ke  sure  yo u 

ma ke  a ll a fte r-sc ho o l p la ns in a d va nc e .

3. If a  p a re nt wishe s to  p ic k up  the ir c hild e a rly, the  c la ssro o m te ac he r 

sho uld  b e  info rme d  in writing . Only a  p a re nt o r d e sig na te d  g ua rd ia n ma y 

p ic k up  a  c hild . All c hild re n who  le ave  e a rly must b e  sig ne d  o ut in the  

ma in o ffic e . Child re n ma y no t le a ve  sc ho o l d uring  the  sc ho o l d a y witho ut 

a n e sc o rt who  is 18 ye a rs o r o ld e r. 

4. Ple a se  d o  no t se nd  us a ny info rma tio n o n the  fa x ma c hine  unle ss yo u 

ha ve  b e e n d ire c te d  to  d o  so .

Ple a se  No te : The  sc ho o l te le p ho ne  syste m is no t e q uip p e d to  o ve rride  Ca lle r ID.  

We  do  no t ha ve  the  c a p a c ity to  dia l *82. This me a ns tha t if yo ur Ca lle r ID re stric ts 

inc o ming  c a lls, we  ma y no t b e  a b le  to  c o ntac t yo u in a n e me rg e nc y.  Ple a se  

ma ke  e ve ry e ffo rt to  ha ve  a  te le p ho ne  numb e r a va ila b le  a nd kno wn to  us in the  

e ve nt o f a n e me rg e nc y.

Note s from Sc hool to  You

  

The  me tho d  we  will use  mo st o fte n to  c o mmunic a te  with yo u is a  no tic e  

tha t yo ur c hild  will b ring  ho me . Ple a se  c he c k e ve ry da y to  se e  if the re  is a  no te  in 

the ir lunc h b o x o r b ac kp a c k.
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Sc hool Me a ls

The  Bre a kfa st Pro g ra m is a va ila b le  to  a ll c hild re n a t no  c o st. It 

b e g ins a t 7:45 a m in the  sc ho o l’ s c a fe te ria . The re  is a  Sc ho o l Aid e  

a ssig ne d  to  the  b re a kfa st p ro g ra m a lo ng  with the  o the r c a fe te ria  

p e rso nne l. 

Child re n ma y b ring  lunc h o r p a rtic ip a te  in o ur sc ho o l’ s lunc h 

p ro g ra m. If yo ur c hild  b ring s lunc h, p le a se  b e  sure  tha t no  g la ss b o ttle s o r 

c o nta ine rs, so d a , c a nd y o r g um a re  inc lud e d . We  a re  fo rtuna te  this ye ar 

to  c o ntinue  o ur p a rtic ip a tio n in the  Unive rsa l Sc ho o l Me a ls (USM) Pro g ra m, 

whe re  o ur fa milie s DO NOT ha ve  to  c o mp le te  lunc h a p p lic a tio ns. All 

stud e nts a re  invite d  to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  Sc ho o l Me a ls lunc h p ro g ra m 

d a ily.
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Sc hool Disc ipline  Pla n

In o rd e r to  ma inta in stud e nt d isc ip line  a nd  to  se t a  p o sitive  to ne  fo r 

le a rning  in o ur sc ho o l b uild ing , the  fo llo wing  Disc ip line  Pla n is in e ffe c t a t 

PS 9.

EVERY CLASS HAS THE SAME SET OF RULES AS FOLLOWS:

1. Re sp e c t the  rig hts o f o the rs

2. Ra ise  yo ur ha nd  if yo u wish to  sp e a k

3. Re ma in in yo ur se a t unle ss g ive n p e rmissio n to  g e t up

4. Bring  sc ho o l sup plie s e ve ryd a y

5. Re a d  a nd  wo rk q uie tly

6. Re fra in fro m e a ting  a nd  c he wing  g um

SCHOOL-WIDE RULES IN EFFECT FOR ALL STUDENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. Re sp e c t a ll sc ho o l a utho ritie s

2. Alwa ys sto p  whe n yo u he a r the  sig na l

3. Re fra in fro m fig hting  a nd  c ursing

4. Ob e y a ll sa fe ty rule s

5. Re sp e c t sc ho o l pro p e rty

6. Wo rk q uie tly a nd  o rd e rly e ve rywhe re  in the  sc ho o l

7. Wa lk a t a ll time s NO RUNNING in the  sc ho o l o r in the  ya rd

CONSEQUENCES IN EFFECT FOR BREAKING  SCHOOL-WIDE RULES ARE:

1. The  first time a  rule  is b ro ke n, the  c la ssro o m te a c he r, te a c he r-in-c ha rg e  o r 

Princ ip a l will sp e a k to  the  c hild  a b o ut the  inc id e nt a nd  whe n ne c e ssa ry c o nta c t 

ma y b e  ma d e  with the  p a re nt.

2. The  se c o nd  time a  rule  is b ro ke n, the  c hild  will b e  a ske d  to  write  a  le tte r o f 

a p o lo g y a d d re sse d  to  the  a p p ro pria te  sc ho o l a utho rity (o r c la ssma te ) a nd  

sig ne d  b y the  c hild ’ s p a re nt.

3. The  third  time a  rule  is b ro ke n, the  pa re nt will re c e ive  e ithe r a  le tte r o r a  p ho ne  

c a ll fro m the ir c hild ’ s te a c he r, a nd / o r a  Disc ip line  Re p o rt No tific a tio n le tte r fro m 

the  sc ho o l.

4. The  fo urth time a  rule  is b ro ke n, the  te ac he r will ho ld  a  c o nfe re nc e  with the  

te a c he r a nd  p are nt.

Ple a se  re vie w the  a b o ve  p la n c a re fully with yo ur c hild  a nd  ma ke  c e rta in tha t the y 

und e rsta nd  it c o mp le te ly. Tha nk yo u fo r yo ur sup p o rt.

Yo ur c hild  will re c e ive  c re d it fo r re turning  this le tte r!

Stud e nt’ s Na me  __________________________ Cla ss ____________

Pa re nt’ s Sig na ture  ________________________ Da te  ____________
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Sa nd ra  D’ Avila r, Princ ip a l 

De b o ra h Smith, A.P.  

Sc hool Se c re ta rie s

Do nna  Co yle , Pa yro ll Se c re ta ry

Be ve rly Ba g le y, Pup il Ac c o unting  Se c t’ y

Custodia l Eng ine e r (718) 636- 7351

Mr. Pe te r G ra sso  – 126

Mr. To ny Sa nto s – Fire ma n

Cla ssroom Te a c he rs                                               

5-/ 101, 501  Ms. Lo g a n

5-/ 102 502 Ms. G o nne y

5-/ 104  503  Ms. Mo nd e sir/ Ms. Ze ff

3/ 4/ 5-159102A, Ms. Wurze l

4-/ 108, 401 Ms. Dio p

4-/ 103, 402 Ms. S. Ja me s

4-/ 106, 403 Ms. Ve rwa yne / Ms. Ta ylo r

3-/ 107, 301 Ms. De a ne

3-/ 105, 302 Ms. Cho ng    

3-/ 119, 303 Ms. Ma rtin

3-/ 121, 304 Ms. Nurse / Ms. Rub in

2-/ 113A, 201 Ms. Ba so vitc h

2-/ 107A, 202 Ms. So so

2-/ 115A, 203 Ms. Ne lso n

2-/ 121A, 204 Ms. Ca mp b e ll/ Ms. Pa ul

1-/ B25A, 101 Ms. Lo p e z

1-/ B19A, 102 Ms. O fikuru

1-/ B17A , 103 Ms. Ma rsha ll

1-/ B11A, 104 Ms. St. Ong e / Dr. Ha mb le to n

1-2/ B1, 129 Ms. La b o rd e

Kg n-/ B2, 011 Ms. He nriq ue z

Kg n-/ B4, 012 Ms. Jo hnsto n

Kg n-/ B6, 015 Ms. Mc Cre a

Kg n-/ B7, 014 Ms. Mo o re

Kg n-/ B8, 013 Ms. Pa ynte r

Pre K/ B18A, 001 Ms. Silve stry

Pre K/ B10A, 002  Ms. Birro

Pre K/ B12A, 003 Ms. Fie ld

Cluste r Te a c he rs

Visua l Art Ms. G a rc ia

Da nc e Ms. Ste p he ns  

Culina ry Art Ms. Sha w-Ta ylo r

Sp a nish Ms. He rna nd e z       

Phys. Ed  He a lth   Mr. Lync h 

Sc ie nc e Ms. De ve rte uil

Ms. Co d ring to n

Eng lish La ng ua g e  Le a rne rs

Ms. Ha ywa rd Rm. 112A

Enric hme nt C oordina tor

Ms. S. Smith  110A

Fa mily Assista nt- 718 857 3330

Ms. Prid e  – Rm. B9A

Ac a de mic  Inte rve ntion Se rvic e  Te a c he rs:

Ms. Twine      Rm.124A     

Spe e c h Te a c he rs – 114A

Ms. Ric ha rd s               Ms. Sho rtt -Oc a sio

Ada ptive  Physic a l Educ a tion

Mr. Ma rko witz 101A

Guida nc e  Counse lor

Mr. Da vid  Pa c e  – 123

S.B.S.T.- 718 857- 2350

Sc ho o l Psyc ho lo g ist -   Ms. Pe a rc e

So c ia l Wo rke r  - Mr. Ko lins

Fa mily Assista nt -         Ms. Milo rd

I.E.P. Te a c he r

Ms. B. De sAng e s – 105A

P.D.F.Y./ S.A.P.I.S.

Mr. Willia ms – 122A

Educ a tiona l Assista nts

Ms. Ca ld e r Ms. Cumming s

Ms. De Lo a c h Ms. G e a the rs

Ms. G ra ha m Ms. Ha milto n

Ms. Ha rg ro ve Ms. Ha rry

Ms. He rna nd e z Ms. Knig ht

Ms. Mo ra le s Ms. O la d o su

Ms. Owe ns Mr. Pa rc hme nt

Ms. Sa ntia g o Ms. K. Jo hnso n

Coa c he s  

Ms. Durha m – Lite ra c y Re so urc e  Rm 124

Ms. Se a le y–Ma th Curr. Re so urc e  Rm 126

Sc hool Aide s

Ms. Butle r Ms. Cha p p le

Ms. Ma thia s Ms. Ra ve ne ll

Ms. Ta ylo r Ms. R. Wrig ht

Bre a kfa st/ Lunc h Sta ff (718 783 2526)

Ms. Emma nue l Ms. Whyte  

Ms. Fa sa no Ms. Ma rc ha n

Mr. De Lo a tc h

Sc hool Nurse s

Sp .Ed .  Ms. Orna –Rm 104A (718) 398 2451

D.O .H.                  Rm 132B  (718) 230 9607

Pa re nt Coordina tor – (347 563 5324)

Ms. De rre ll-Ja c o b   - Rm. 112

P.T.A. Pre side nt 

Ms. He rna nd e z– Rm. 132A

Oc c upa tiona l The ra pists – 101A

Ms. He rtzo g

Physic a l The ra pists – 101A

Ms. Sha p iro

Woodhull Hospita l M.H.C . 202A (718- )

Ms. G a rc ia Dire c to r – 638-5383

Ms. Phillip Ad min Asst- 638-5387

Ms. G o ld e nb e rg  C linic a l So c ia l Wo rke r
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                                             Da ily Sc he dule

PERIOD 0 8:40 

PERIOD 1 8:50 - 9:35

PERIOD 2 9:40 - 10:25

PERIOD 3 10:30 - 11:20 (lunc h- g ra d e s K, 1st & 2nd )

PERIOD 4 11:25 - 12:15 (lunc h-g ra d e s 3rd , 4th & 5th)

PERIOD 5 12:30 - 1:15 

PERIOD 6 1:20 - 2:05

PERIOD 7 2:10 - 2:55

Exte nd e d  Time 3:00   - 3:37.5

Dismissa l Sc he dule

Mo nd a y-Frid a y 3:00p m Pre -Kind e rg a rte n

Mo nd a y-Thursd a y 3:00p m Kind e rg a rte n thro ug h G ra d e 5 (G&T)

Mo nd a y-Thursd a y 3:37.5p m Kind e rg a rte n thro ug h G ra d e  5 (NON- G&T)

Frid a y 3:00p m Entire  Sc ho o l

*All Stude nts must be  pic ke d up promptly a t the ir a ssig ne d dismissa l time s!

G&T- Gifte d a nd Ta le nte d
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Stude nt Drop- Off and Pic k- Up Proc e dure

Drop- Off a nd Pic k- Up Loc a tions in Fa ir We a the r*

Gra de Morning  Drop- Off Afte rnoon Pic k- Up

Pre -K Cla ssro o m Do o r fro m Sc ho o lya rd   Sa me  a s mo rning

Kind e rg a rte n Cla ssro o m Do o r fro m Sc ho o lya rd     Sa me  a s mo rning

G ra d e  1 Sc ho o l Ya rd              Sc ho o l Ya rd

G ra d e  2 Sc ho o l Ya rd              Sc ho o l Ya rd

G ra d e  3 Sc ho o l Ya rd              Sc ho o l Ya rd

G ra d e  4 Sc ho o l Ya rd              Sc ho o l Ya rd

G ra d e  5 Sc ho o l Ya rd              Sc ho o l Ya rd

Drop- Off a nd Pic k- Up Loc a tions in Inc le me nt We a the r*

Gra de Morning  Drop- Off Afte rnoon Pic k- Up

Pre -K Cla ssro o m Do o r fro m Sc ho o lya rd     Sa me  a s mo rning

Kind e rg a rte n Ca fe te ria                   Aud ito rium

G ra d e  1 Ca fe te ria   Aud ito rium

G ra d e  2 Ca fe te ria   Aud ito rium

G ra d e  3 Aud ito rium   Sc ho o l Ya rd

G ra d e  4 Aud ito rium   Sc ho o l Ya rd

G ra d e  5 Aud ito rium   Sc ho o l Ya rd

*The  stude nt Bre a kfa st Prog ra m be g ins a t 7:45 a m a nd e nds a t 8:15 a m.

Te unis G . Be rg e n Sc hool - Public  Sc hool 9



27

Pa re nt Informa tion Ha ndbook 2009- 2010

Annua l Sc hool Eve nts Ca le nda r **Dra ft

September

07   Labor Day- School Closed

08   All teachers/staff report

       Professional Development Day for all staff

09   Registration begins for new students 9:00 am      

09   All students return (8:40 am)

First Day Celebration&Parent Orientation 8:40-10:30am

½ Day for Kindergarten (dismissal @ 12 pm)

             2 hr Day for Pre-Kindergarten (10am-12:00pm)

      10  ½ Day for Kindergarten (dismissal @ 12 pm)

             2 hr Day for Pre-Kindergarten (10am-12:00pm)

      11   2 hr Day for Pre-Kindergarten (10am-12:00pm)

      14  Kid’s Orbit After School Program Begins

15  PTA Opening Meeting 6:30 pm

21  School Leadership Team Opening Meeting 4:00 pm

22  New Family Tea 5:30-7:00 pm

25  New Teacher’s Breakfast 7:30 am

      25  Class Parent Opening Meeting 9:00 am

28  Yom Kippur – School Closed

30 English Language Learners Parent Orientation 8:45am *    

* Tennis After School Program Begins 

* Community Education Council (CEC) at 6:30 pm

      * Fall Candy Sale Kick-Off / Sale Begins School-wide

October

02 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

05 Pre-K Non-Attendance Day

06 Curriculum Night 6:30-8:00 pm

06 Grade 5 Parent Orientation 5:30 pm

12 Columbus Day Observed - School Closed

13 PTA Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm

16 Early Childhood Tour 9:00-10:00 am

16 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

19 School Leadership Team Meeting 

23 New Teacher’s Breakfast 7:30 am

23 Class Parent Meeting 9:00 am

23 Silent Auction Fundraiser at Picnic House

27 Special Needs Students Parent Orientation 

30 Literacy Storybook Parade/Harvest Festival

30 Library/Media Center Ribbon 

       Cutting Ceremony 9:15am

* After-School Enrichment Academy Begins 

* CEC Meeting at 6:30 pm

* Candy Sale Fund Raiser Ends–All Monies Due

November

03 Election Day- School Closed   

06 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

November continued…

* PTA Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm 

9-13 Open School Week / Scholastic Book Fair

10  Parent/Teacher Conference 1:00-3:00 & 5:30-8:00pm

11  Veteran’s Day Observed – School Closed

16  GRADE 5 NYS Social Studies Exam  Part I 

16    School Leadership Team Meeting 

17  GRADE 5 NYS Social Studies Exam  Part II

18  Parent Workshop: “How to Prepare for the ELA Test

      at Home” 8:45 am

18  Family Math Night 6:30 pm

19  Class Parent Meeting 9:00 am

20  New Teacher’s Breakfast 7:30 am

20  Early Childhood Tour 9:00-10:00 am

20  Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

      26/27  Thanksgiving Recess- School Closed

*   CEC Meeting at 6:30 pm

*  UFT Dial-A-Teacher Parent Workshop

   December

01  Annual  Can Food Drive Begins

04  Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

08  Parent Reading Workshop – 8:45am & 6:30pm

08  PTA Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm

11  Pre-K Non-Attendance Day

14  School Leadership Team Meeting 

18  New Teacher’s Breakfast 7:30 am

18  Early Childhood Tour 9:00-10:00 am

18  Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

18  Annual Can Food Drive Ends

21 Winter Holiday Festival

      Pre-K & Kindergarten 9:15am

      Grade 1 & 2                12:30pm

22 Winter Holiday Festival Grades 3, 4 & 5

24 Winter Recess begins - School Closed

             *   CEC Meeting at 6:30 pm

* Holiday Craft Fair 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

January 2010 

01 New Year’s Day- School Closed

04 School Reopens 8:40 am

08 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

11 School Leadership Team Meeting  

12 PTA Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm

*   CEC Meeting at 6:30 pm

15 New Teacher’s Breakfast 7:30 am

15 Early Childhood Tour 9:00-10:00 am

18 Dr. King’s Birthday Observed – School Closed

22 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

29 Class Parent Meeting 8:40am
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PS9 Annua l Sc hool Eve nts Ca le nda r **Dra ft

February 2010

05 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

08 School Leadership Team Meeting 

09 PTA Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm

12 New Teacher’s Breakfast 7:30 am

12 Early Childhood Tour 9:00-10:00 am

15-19 Mid-winter Recess – School Closed

22 School Reopens 8:40 am

25 Black History Month Program Pre-K & Kindergarten

26 Black History Month Program Grades 1 & 2 9:15am

     3
rd

–5
th

Grade 12:30pm

26 Staff Multicultural Luncheon

* CEC Meeting 6:30 pm

March

02 Read Across America Day - Dr. Seuss’ Birthday

     Celebration (Pre-K - Grade 2)

05 Pre-K Non-Attendance Day

09 PTA Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm

12 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

15 School Leadership Team Meeting 

15-19 Scholastic School-Wide Book Fair

16 Parent/Teacher Conference 1:00-3:00 & 5:30-8:00 pm

19 New Teacher’s Breakfast 7:30 am

19 Early Childhood Tour 9:00-10:00 am

23 Family Board Game Night 5:30-7:30 pm

26 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

26 Class Parent Meeting 9:00am

29 Spring Recess Begins- School Closed

* CEC Meeting at PS9 6:30 pm

April 

06 Spring Recess Ends - School Closed

07 ALL Students Return 8:40 am

12 School Leadership Team Meeting 

13 PTA Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm

16 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

22 Pajama Reading Party (grades 3, 4 & 5) 5:30-7:00pm

23 Pre-K Non-Attendance Day

23 ELA Pep Rally 1:30 pm (Grades 3, 4 & 5)

26-28 NYS ELA Test Grades 3-5

26 “What’s Math Got to Do With It?” Begins

29 Poetry Slam at “The Bergen Café” 

Grades 1&2 9:15 am/Grades 3,4&5 1:30pm 

30 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

* CEC Meeting at 6:30 pm

May

04 Math Pep Rally 1:30 pm (grades 3, 4 & 5)

05-07 NYS Math Test Grades 3-5

10 School Leadership Team Meeting 

11 PTA Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm

14 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

15 “A Taste of Prospect Heights” 12:00 pm

18 Pajama Reading Night (Pre-K-2) 4:30-6:00pm

24 NYS Science Performance Test begins Grade4

27  Gifted and Talented Open House

28 Family Reading/Math Buddies 8:40 am

31 Memorial Day Observed–School Closed

*  CEC Meeting at 6:30 pm

June

01 Field Day Grades 1 & 2  9:15 am

02 Field Day Grades 3, 4 &5 9:15 am

03 NYS Science Performance Test Ends Grade4

04 Open House for New Admits 9:00 am

05 “Real Men Read” 9:00am-2:00pm

07 NYS Science Written Test Grade 4

08 Clerical Half Day–Students Dismissed 12pm

08 Student Award Assembly Grades K&1 9:15am

09 Student Award Assemblies: 

     Grades 2,3&4 9:15am  Grade 5 12:30pm

10 Chancellor’s Conf. Day - School Closed

11 Pre-K & Kindergarten Family Day

14 School Leadership Team Meeting 

15 Pre-K Promotional Exercise 9:30 am

16 Kindergarten Promotional Exercise 9:30 am

17 Clerical Half Day–Students Dismissed 12pm

18 Grade 5 Promotional Exercise 9:30 am

18 Grade 5 Social 5:30 pm

23 “Meet Next Year’s Grade Team of Teachers Day”

28 Last Day of School Students dismissed at 12pm

* Ms. Lopez’ Class Play 

* PTA Meeting/Annual Election 6:30 pm

* Grade 5 Senior Trip 

* CEC Meeting at 6:30 pm

* Dates  to be announced

** Pleas e note : This  calendar represents  a m ajority  

o f the  activ itie s  planned for s choo l y ear 2009 -2010 .  

At the  beginning o f each m onth, y ou w ill receiv e  our 

s choo l’s  “m onthly  activ ity  calendar” w hich w ill 

prov ide  additional inform ation.

8 .09
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NYCDOE Sc hool Ye a r (Sc hool Closing ) Ca le nda r for 2009- 2010

2009

Se p te mb e r 9, We d ne sd a y SCHOOL SESSIONS BEG IN FOR ALL STUDENTS.* 

Ea rly d ismissa l fo r NON-DISTRICT 75 KINDERG ARTEN 

STUDENTS ONLY

Se p te mb e r 10, Thursd a y Ea rly d ismissa l fo r KINDERG ARTEN STUDENTS ONLY

Se p te mb e r 28, Mo nd a y Yo m Kip p ur

Oc to b e r 12, Mo nd a y Co lumb us Da y Ob se rve d

No ve mb e r   3, Tue sd a y Ele c tio n Da y. Cha nc e llo r’ s c o nfe re nc e  d a y fo r

sta ff d e ve lo p me nt. Stud e nts will no t b e  in a tte nd a nc e

No ve mb e r 11, We d ne sd a y Ve te ra ns Da y Ob se rve d

No ve mb e r 26-, Thursd a y & Tha nksg iving  Re c e ss

No ve mb e r 27, Frid a y

De c e mb e r 24-, Thursd a y thru     Winte r Re c e ss (inc lud ing  Christma s a nd

Ja nua ry   1, Frid a y Ne w Ye a r’ s Da y) Stud e nts re turn o n Ja nua ry 5.

2010

Ja nua ry 18, Mo nd a y Dr. Ma rtin Luthe r King  Jr. Da y

Fe b rua ry            1, Mo nd a y Fa ll te rm e nd s fo r hig h sc ho o l stud e nts. No  hig h

Sc ho o l stud e nts will b e  in a tte nd a nc e . All o the r 

stud e nts will b e  in a tte nd a nc e .

Fe b rua ry 2, Tue sd a y Sp ring  te rm b e g ins fo r hig h sc ho o l stud e nts

Fe b rua ry 15-, Mo nd a y thru    Mid winte r Re c e ss (inc lud ing  Wa shing to n’ s

Fe b rua ry 19, Frid a y Birthd a y)

Ma rc h 29, Mo nd a y thru Sp ring  Re c e ss (inc lud ing  G o o d  Frid a y, Ea ste r a nd

Ap ril   6, Tue sd a y Pa sso ve r). Stud e nts re turn to  sc ho o l Ap ril 7

Ma y 31, Mo nd a y Me mo ria l Da y Ob se rve d

June 10, Thursd a y Cha nc e llo r’ s Co nfe re nc e  Da y fo r Sta ff De ve lo p me nt

Stud e nts will no t b e  in a tte nd a nc e .

June 24, Thursd a y In no n-d istric t 75 hig h sc ho o ls ha ving  to  a d ministe r

Re g e nts e xa mina tio ns fro m June  16- June  24, stud e nts 

will no t b e  in a tte nd a nc e  o n Re g e nts Ra ting  Da y. 

June                  28, Mo nd a y LAST DAY FOR ALL STUDENTS. 

La st d a y fo r a ll c la ssro o m te a c he rs, e tc . ***An e a rly 

d ismissa l o f stud e nts is to b e  sc he d ule d .

June 29- Tue sd a y a nd All o the r sta ff re p o rt, e xc e p t c la ssro o m

June 30, We d ne sd a y te a c he rs, e tc .

Yo u ma y vie w the  full, p re -kind e rg a rte n a nd  o the r NYCDOE c a le nd a rs a t: 

http:/ / sc hools.nyc .g ov/ C a le nda r/ de fa ult.htm
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Sc hool Supply List**

Kinde rg a rte n

1. Me a d  

Co mp o sitio n 

No te b o o ks (5)

2. # 2 Pe nc ils 

&Prima ry (no  

e ra se rs)

3. Po st-It No te s (5-10 

sma ll p a d s)

4. Po c ke t fo ld e rs (6-

10 so lid  c o lo rs)

5. Co nstruc tio n 

p a p e r (1 p a c k)

6. Co lo re d  p e nc ils

7. Cra yo ns (Jumb o -

size d  fo r 

Kind e rg a rte n)

8. Smo c k o r Te e  shirt 

fo r Art

9. Wa te r-so lub le  

ma rke rs

10. Wa te r c o lo r p a int 

(1 se t)

11. “ Zip Lo c ”  (2 G a llo n) 

b a g s

12. Ca lc ula to r (a g e  

a p p ro p ria te )

13. G lue  stic ks (10)

14. Sa fe ty Sc isso rs

15. Rule r (Cm & Inc h)

16. Ind e x Ca rd s (1 

p a c k)

17. C lip  Bo a rd  fo r trip s 

(1)

18. Pa p e r To we ls (3 

ro lls)

19. Ba nd  Aid s (1 b o x 

a sso rte d  size s)

20. We t Wip e s & 

Disinfe c ta nt Wip e s

21. Bo xe s o f Tissue s (2 

b o xe s)

22. Re a m o f c o p y 

p a p e r 

23. Bo ttle s o f Ha nd  

So a p  (3)

24. Bo ttle s o f Ha nd  

Sa nitize r (3)

** Classroom teachers may 

provide their own list.

Grade 1-2

1. Me a d  

Co mp o sitio n 

No te b o o ks (5-10)

2. # 2 Pe nc ils (24 

p ie c e s to  sta rt)

3. Era se rs (12 p a c k)

4. Po st-It No te s (5-10 

sma ll p a d s & la rg e  

with line s)

5. Po c ke t fo ld e rs (10; 

so lid  c o lo rs)

6. Co nstruc tio n 

p a p e r (1 p a c k)

7. Co lo re d  p e nc ils

8. Cra yo ns (36 p a c k)

9. Smo c k o r Te e  shirt 

fo r Art

10. Wa te r-so lub le  

ma rke rs

11. Wa te r c o lo r p a int 

(1 se t)

12. “ Zip Lo c ”  (2 G a llo n) 

b a g s

13. Ca lc ula to r (a g e  

a p p ro p ria te )

14. G lue  stic ks (10)

15. Sa fe ty Sc isso rs

16. Rule r (Cm & 12-

Inc h)

17. Ind e x Ca rd s (1 

p a c k 5x8 

multic o lo re d ; 

line d )

18.   Pa p e r To we ls (3 

ro lls)

19. Ba nd  Aid s (1 b o x 

a sso rte d  size s)

20. We t Wip e s &

Disinfe c ta nt Wip e s

21. Bo xe s o f Tissue s (2 

b o xe s)

22. Re a m o f c o p y 

p a p e r 

23. Bo ttle s o f Ha nd  

So a p  (3)

24. Bo ttle s o f Ha nd  

Sa nitize r (3)

25. Dry Era se  Ma rke rs 

(1 p a c k)

Grade 3-5

1. Me a d  

Co mp o sitio n 

No te b o o ks (10-12)

2. # 2 Pe nc ils 

3. Era se rs (12 p a c k)

4. Pe ns (b la c k, re d , 

b lue  ink)

5. Po st-It No te s (5-10 

sma ll p a d s & la rg e  

with line s)

6. Po c ke t fo ld e rs (12; 

so lid  c o lo rs; p a p e r 

o r p la stic )

7. Co nstruc tio n 

p a p e r (1 p a c k)

8. Co lo re d  p e nc ils

9. Cra yo ns (36 p a c k)

10. Ma rke rs

11. Dry Era se  Ma rke rs 

(1 p a c k; lo w o d o r)

12. White -o ut (ke e p  

a t ho me )

13. G e o me try Se t:

p ro tra c to r, 

c o mp a ss, e tc .

14. Hig hlig hte rs

15. Po c ke t 

Dic tio na ry/ The sa urus

16. 1 USB Fla sh Drive  

17. Lo o se  le a f p a p e r

18. Re a m o f c o p y p a p e r

19. Disp la y b o a rd s 

20. 1 C lip  Bo a rd  

21. “ Zip Lo c ”  (2 

G a llo n) b a g s

22. Ca lc ula to r (a g e  

a p p ro p ria te )

23. G lue  (white  liq uid )

24. G lue  stic ks (10)

25. Sa fe ty Sc isso rs

26. Rule r (Cm & Inc h)

27. Ind e x Ca rd s (1 

p a c k 5x8)

28. Pa p e r To we ls 3s)

29. We t Wip e s & 

Disinfe c ta nt Wip e s

30. Bo xe s o f Tissue s (2 

b o xe s)

31.   Bo ttle s o f Ha nd  

So a p  (3)

32. Bo ttle s o f Ha nd  

Sa nitize r (3)
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10 Que stions Pa rents Should Ask About The ir Child’s Sc hool

1. Wha t skills a nd  kno wle d g e  will my c hild  b e  e xp e c te d  to  ma ste r this 

ye a r?

2. Ho w will I kno w if my c hild  is ma king  p ro g re ss o r no t?

3. Ho w will te a c he rs a nd  the  sc ho o l re p o rt to  me  o n ho w my c hild  is 

d o ing ?

4. Wha t kind s o f te sts a re  use d  a nd  ho w a re  the y use d ?

5. Ho w will this sc ho o l c o nne c t c la ssro o m le sso ns to  the  a c a d e mic  

sta nd a rd s?

6. In a d d itio n to  le a rning  fro m b o o ks, ho w e lse  will my c hild  le a rn the  

p ra c tic a l skills he  o r she  c a n use  a t ho me  o r in a  future  jo b ?

7. Ho w is c o mp ute r te c hno lo g y use d  to  imp ro ve  stud e nt le a rning  in this 

sc ho o l?

8. Ho w d o e s this sc ho o l he lp  stud e nts who  ha ve  d iffe re nt le a rning  style s, 

la ng ua g e s a nd  b a c kg ro und s?

9. Wha t a re  this sc ho o l’ s stud e nt d isc ip line  p ro b le ms?

10.Ho w a re  p a re nts invo lve d  in ma king  d e c isio ns a t this sc ho o l?

About Our Sc hools Ne w York City De pa rtme nt of Educ a tion

The  Ne w Yo rk C ity De p a rtme nt o f Ed uc a tio n is the  la rg e st syste m o f p ub lic  sc ho o ls in 

the  Unite d  Sta te s, se rving  a b o ut 1.1 millio n stud e nts in a b o ut 1,500 sc ho o ls. Fo r mo re  

info rma tio n, c he c k o ut the ir we b site  a t http :/ / sc ho o ls.nyc .g o v/ Ab o utUs/ d e fa ult.htm
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Who doe s my c hild, or I, g o  to  whe n we  ne e d he lp?        

Inside  of PS9

Assista nt Princ ip a l – inq uirie s fo r g ra d e s 4, 5 a nd  sp e c ia l ne e d s, a nd  he lp  in the  p rinc ip a l’ s a b se nc e

Ca fe te ria  Sta ff – fo r b re a kfa st a nd  lunc h a nd  nutritio n inq uirie s

Cla ssro o m Te a c he r – fo r Eve rything !

Custo d ia n – fo r c le a nup s, sp ills, so me  c la ssro o m a nd  re stro o m sup p lie s

G uid a nc e  Co unse lo r – to  he lp  re so lve  c o nc e rns a nd  to  p ro vid e  mid d le  sc ho o l info rma tio n

I.E.P. Te a c he r – fo r b using , sp e c ia l ne e d s re fe rra ls a nd Ind ivid ua l Ed uc a tio n Pla n inq uirie s

Pa re nt Co o rd ina to r – Fo r a ny a nd  e ve ry inq uiry a nd  c o nc e rn tha t re la te s to  yo u a nd  yo ur 

c hild

Princ ip a l – fo r Eve rything !

Pa re nt-Te a c he r’ s Asso c ia tio n – fo r g e tting  invo lve d , ma king  sug g e stio ns a nd  g e tting  g e ne ra l 

a nd  sp e c ific  he lp

Sc ho o l Aid e s – In the  Ca fe te ria  (d uring  mo rning  b re a kfa st p ro g ra m & lunc h p e rio d s)

Afte r Sc ho o l (d ismissa l)

Sc ho o l Nurse  – fo r me d ic a l a tte ntio n a nd  we llne ss instruc tio n (i.e . b a nd -a id s, a sthma  p ump , 

e tc ..)

Sc ho o l Sa fe ty Offic e r fo r info rma tio n, d ire c tio ns a nd  we llb e ing  c o nc e rns

Sc ho o l Se c re ta rie s – to  g e t info rma tio n a nd  to  le a ve  me ssa g e s fo r sc ho o l c o mmunity 

me mb e rs (i.e . Te a c he rs, PTA a nd  Princ ip a l)

Outside  of PS9 

Ne w York City De pa rtme nt of Educ a tion  Cha nc e llo r Jo e l Kle in (212) 374-6687

Twe e d  Co urtho use    52 Cha mb e rs Stre e t, Ne w Yo rk, NY 10007

http :/ / sc ho o ls.nyc .g o v/ d e fa ult.htm

Community Supe rinte nde nt        Dr. Ja me s Ma c he n (718) 636-3284

355 Pa rk Pla c e

Distric t 13 Fa mily Advoc a te : Ms. Pre c io us Jo ne s-Wa lke r (718) 636-3234/ (646) 385-6812

NYCDOE Offic e  fo r Fa mily Eng a g e me nt a nd  Ad vo c a c y     355 Pa rk Pla c e     Ro o m 105A

p jo ne swa lke r@ sc ho o ls.nyc .g o v

NYCDOE Offic e  of Fa mily Eng a g e me nt a nd Advoc a c y:

Chie f Fa mily Eng a g e me nt Offic e r: Ms. Ma rtine  G ue rrie r  (212) 374-6857

mg ue rrie r@ sc ho o ls.nyc .g o v

Ma na g ing  Dire c tor of Fa mily Support: Ms. G we n Ho p kins (212) 374-0245

SDA for Fa mily Support: Ms. O livia  Ellis (212) 374-2323

Distric t 13 Community Educ a tion Counc il  Ke rry-Anne  G re e n (Ad min Asst)   (718) 636-3212

Ne w York City Informa tion        Cha nc e llo r’ s Pa re nt Ho tline 311
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Re sourc e s & Informa tion

PS9’ s we b site : www.p s9b ro o klyn.o rg

De p a rtme nt o f Ed uc a tio n we b site : www.sc ho o ls.nyc .g o v

Stud e nts Info rma tio n Ac hie ve me nt Re p o rting  a nd  Inno va tio n Syste m (ARIS)  

www.nyc .g o v/ sc ho o ls/ ARIS Yo u will ne e d a  De p a rtme nt o f Ed uc a tio n use rna me  

a nd  p a sswo rd to  a c c e ss this info rma tio n. Co nta c t o ur p a re nt c o o rd ina to r fo r mo re  

info rma tio n.

Kid ’ s Orb it sc ho o l-b a se d  a fte r sc ho o l p ro g ra m fro m the  Pa rk Slo p e  Da y. Co nta c t 

the m a t (718) 788-7732 o r (718) 768.4426. Che c k o ut the ir we b site  a t 

www.kid so rb it.c o m.

If yo u ha ve  q ue stio ns o r mo re  info rma tio n a b o ut a nything  p rinte d in this ha nd b o o k, 

p le a se  se e o ur Pa re nt Co o rd ina to r Cha rma ine  De rre ll-Ja c o b in ro o m 112, a t (718) 

638-3260 X 1121, (347) 563-5324 o r a t c d e rre ll@ sc ho o ls.nyc .g o v.


