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Learning Goals 

Participants understand: 

• The purpose of summative 

assessments, including those in the 

CAASPP System and those planned for 

future introduction. 

• The connection between the summative 

assessment claims, the assessment 

targets, and California’s new standards. 
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Learning Goals (cont.) 

Participants understand: 

• How to access and use summative 

results to support improved teaching 

and learning for all students, including 

students with disabilities (SWDs) and 

English learners (ELs). 

• The difference between universal tools, 

designated supports, and 

accommodations and the students 

eligible for each. 
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Success Criteria 

Participants can: 

• Use summative assessment results to 

prioritize short- and long-term goals that 

support teaching and learning for all 

students, including SWDs and ELs. 

• Explain the connection between the 

claims, assessment targets, and 

California’s new standards; and read 

and understand the value and use of 

the test blueprints. 
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Success Criteria (cont.) 

Participants can: 

• Determine which students qualify for 

designated supports and 

accommodations. 

• Make connections between the use of 

accessibility supports for all students, 

including SWDs and ELs, on the 

assessments and in daily classroom 

use. 
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Assessment Cycles by Purpose:  

Where Does Summative 

Assessment Fit In? 
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Adapted from Herman and Heritage (2007) 

 

The ELA/ELD Framework was adopted by the California State Board of Education 

on July 9, 2014. The ELA/ELD Framework has not been edited for publication. © 

2014 by the California Department of Education. 
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Purpose of Summative 

Assessments 

• Annual measurement of student 

performance and progress (i.e., growth, 

beginning in 2015−16 after two years of 
data) in relation to the standards. 

– What have my students learned? 

– Have my students met the performance 

standard? 

– What are the strengths and weaknesses of 

individual students or groups of students? 
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Citation: “Formative Assessment: Making it Happen in the Classroom” 

(Heritage, 2010) 
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Purpose of Summative 

Assessments (cont.) 

Useful in program evaluation, as part 

of accountability systems, and to 

inform decisions designed to improve 

teaching and learning. 
– What can the results tell us about strengths 

and weaknesses in curriculum, instruction, 

and programs? 

– What are the relative strengths in teaching 

and learning? 
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Citation: “Formative Assessment: Making it Happen in the Classroom” 

(Heritage, 2010) 
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Summative Assessments in 

the CAASPP System 

10 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

  

Activity:  

How are Smarter Balanced 

Assessments Different? 

• Take a few minutes with your table 

group to talk about the following 

question: 

– In what ways are the Smarter 

Balanced Summative Assessments 

fundamentally different from the 

California Standards Tests? 
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Smarter Balanced Summative 

Assessment Results 
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Type of Reports 

• Individual Student Reports 

• Summary Reports 

• Provide: 

– Overall scale score by content area 

– Overall achievement levels by content 

area 

– Claim-level achievement level 

– Include Early Assessment Program 

(EAP) results for grade 11. 
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Overall Scores at a Glance 

• Scale scores 

– Range between approximately 2000 

and 3000 

• Achievement levels 

– Four levels that categorize a range of 

scale scores 
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Claim Level Information 

15 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Research/Inquiry 

 ELA: 

 

Mathematics: 

Problem Solving & 

Data Analysis 

Concepts & 

Procedures 

Communicating 

Reasoning 
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Claim Level Information 

(cont.) 

Reported at three levels because 

there are fewer items within each 

claim (compared to number of 

items for overall test). 

• Below Standard 

• At or Near Standard 

• Above Standard 
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Interpreting and Using 

Smarter Balanced Summative 

Assessment Results 
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Understanding  

Scale Scores 
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• A grade 5 student received a scale 

score of 2550 on the ELA 

assessment. What can you say 

about this student’s performance? 

• What other observations did you 

have after looking at the scale 

score ranges? 

ELA and Mathematics Scale Score Ranges are located at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/sbscalerange.asp  
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Understanding Scale 

Scores (cont.) 
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The grade 5 student score of 2550 means 

that the student achieved “Standard Met” for 

grade 6. 

 

True or False 
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ELA Summary Results – Overall 
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ELA Summary Results –  

Student Group 
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ELA Summary Results – Claim Level 
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Activity:  

School/District Report 

Overall and by Claim: 

• In which area(s) is the school 

performing particularly well? What is the 

evidence? 

• Which area(s) appear to be the school’s 

biggest challenge(s)? What is the 

evidence? 
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Using Summative 

Assessment Results 

• Provide “big picture”  

– Comparisons across grades, schools, 

student groups  

– Demonstrate trends over time 

– Progress toward readiness for college 

and career 

• With other indicators, can help 

validate strengths and prioritize 

needs 24 
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Using Summative 

Assessment Results (cont.) 

• Help identify which interim assessments 

could be administered to students to 

learn more about strengths and areas 

of improvement. 

• Help identify specific instructional 

resources in the Digital Library that 

could be useful in supplementing 

instruction. 
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Caveats When Using Results 

of Summative Assessments  

• Do not compare to previous testing 

programs like the Standardized Testing 

and Reporting (STAR) Program.  

 

• Results should NOT be used as the 

sole indicator for program placement. 

 

• Use multiple measures to determine 

overall student performance and 

progress. 
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Morning Break 
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Digging Deeper: Connecting 

Claims, Assessment Targets, 

and Standards 
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Mindset 

• Think about engaging teachers 

− In reflection of instructional practice 

and standards implementation 

− Using results and other evidence of 

student learning to inform that 

practice and implementation 

• Think about supporting teachers 

− Professional learning 

− Tools, materials, time 
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ELA Claim Descriptions 

30 ELA and Mathematics Claim Descriptions are located at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp 
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Mathematics Claim Descriptions 

31 ELA and Mathematics Claim Descriptions are located at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp 
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Making Meaning 

32 

“… assessment targets describe the expectations of 

what will be assessed by the items and tasks within each 

claim.  

   “A claim is a summary statement 

about the knowledge and skills 

students will be expected to 

demonstrate on the assessment 

related to a particular aspect of 

the CCSS.” 
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Resources to Support  

Analysis of Summative 

Assessment Results 

• Summative Assessment Blueprints 

• Claims Alignment Documents 

• Threshold Achievement Level 

Descriptors 

• Content Specifications 

• Item Specifications 

• Understanding the Student Score Report 

• Teacher Guides (Under Construction) 
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Summative Assessment 

Blueprints 

Grade Six ELA Partial Example 

Summative Assessment Blueprints can be found at 

www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/  
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Claims – Assessment Targets 

– Standards – Grade Six ELA 

Other grades and content areas are available on the Riverside County Office of 

Education Web site at http://www.rcoe.us/educational-services/instructional-

services/california-standards/assessment/  
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Threshold Achievement Level 

Descriptors (ALDs) 

Mathematics and ELA/literacy ALDs and College Content-Readiness Policies 

can be found at: http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-levels/  
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Activity:  

Review Threshold ALD for Grade 

Six ELA, Reading, Targets 1 – 7, 

Standard Met 

•What would be useful for your teachers to 

think about when reading these ALDs?  

•Do your teachers ask their students to 

demonstrate these skills and knowledge? 

• In what ways?  

•Do students have multiple opportunities?  
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Geometric Reflection 

38 

What sits square with you? 

 

What’s rolling around in your 

head? 

       

What are 1-3 points you want 

to remember?  
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Resources to Support  

Analysis of Summative 

Assessment Results 

• Summative Assessment Blueprints 

• Content Specifications 

• Items Specifications 

– http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smar

ter-balanced-assessments/#item 
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Resources to Support  

Analysis of Summative 

Assessment Results (cont.) 

• Threshold Achievement Level 

Descriptors 

– http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievem

ent-levels/  

• Claims Alignment Documents 

– http://www.rcoe.us/educational-

services/instructional-services/california-

standards/assessment/  
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Resources to Support  

Analysis of Summative 

Assessment Results (cont.) 

• Understanding the Student Score Report 

• Parent Guide to the Smarter Balanced 

Assessments 

– http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssrepo

rts.asp  

• Curriculum Frameworks 

– http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/index.asp  
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Accessibility Supports:  

Key Questions  
 

• Why the need for accessibility 

supports? 

• What is involved in the effective 

implementation of the Smarter 

Balanced System of accessibility 

supports? 

43 
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Purpose and Importance of 

Assessment Accessibility 

 

Equal opportunity for all students to 

demonstrate learning: 

• During instruction 

• On classroom assessments 

• On Smarter Balanced assessments (both 

summative and interim) 
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Purpose and Importance of 

Assessment Accessibility (cont.) 

• Standardization and consistency of  

test administration procedures  

– Statewide 

– Across schools within LEAs 

• Accuracy and validity of test results 
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Designated Supports 

• Newest, inclusive category of 

supports. 

• Systematic processes across the 

school and school district to identify 

and address identified student needs. 

• Includes language supports for ELs. 

• Available to ALL students. 
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Pause and Reflect 

• To what extent were designated 

supports utilized in your LEA during 

the 2014–15 school year? 

• Which specific designated supports 

were utilized? 

• Was there a focus on the needs of 

specific student groups, such as 

ELs? 
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Matrix One 
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2015–16 CAASPP Accessibility 

Unlisted Resources  

• New — Unlisted Resources Request 

automated process/form 
 

– Easier, streamlined process in the Test 

Operation and Management System (TOMS) 

 

– IEP and Section 504 Plan flags in California 

Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System 

(CALPADS) are required 

 

– Previously called Individualized Aid Form 
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Guidelines for Use 

General guidelines for use of all 

accessibility features: 
 

– Student is familiar with the support(s). 

– Supports are the same or similar to 

those used for instruction and 

classroom assessment. 

– Student has multiple opportunities to 

practice with the support in a testing 

environment. 
55 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Implementation Goal 

The ultimate goal of the  

implementation process is to give  

all students every possible opportunity  

to demonstrate their best  

performance in the classroom  

on regular classroom assignments  

and assessments.  
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Key Question 

What are the tasks that must be 

completed to ensure appropriate and 

effective use of accessibility supports 

at all schools? 
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Individual Student Assessment 

Accessibility Process (ISAAP) 

1. Designate key staff roles and 

responsibilities.  

2. Provide information to parents and 

training to all staff, as appropriate. 
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Pause and Reflect 

 on Steps 1–2  

• What training on accessibility 

supports has previously been 

provided in your LEA? 

• What training needs to be planned 

for 2015–16?  
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3. Identify students who will benefit 

from designated supports and 

students who will need 

accommodations per IEP and 

Section 504 Plans. 

4. Select the designated supports 

and accommodations for all 

identified students. 
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ISAAP Process 
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Pause and Reflect  

on Steps 3–4  

• How are decisions for the use of 

accessibility supports being made 

in your school or school district, 

particularly for the use of 

designated supports? 

• Who is involved in making the 

decisions? 
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Effective Student Use of  

Accessibility Supports  
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Practice Tests and 

Training Tests 
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Pause and Reflect 

• To what extent are students being directly 

taught how to use selected designated 

supports and accommodations? 

• To what extent are they being provided 

with multiple opportunities to practice 

using the selected accessibility tools? 

• Do students use similar supports, to those 

for which they use on assessments, in the 

classroom on a regularly basis? 
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5. Enter or upload designated supports 

and accommodations into the TOMS. 

6. Perform a pre-administration check of 

assigned supports. 

7. Check the test administration interface 

to confirm student has assigned 

accessibility support. 
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ISAAP Process 
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 Accessibility Support 

Selection Process 
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Questions to Consider 

• What will be the procedures for 

completing each of these tasks? 

• How will support be provided to sites? 

• How will the effectiveness of specific 

designated supports and 

accommodations be tracked and 

evaluated for all students, including 

SWDs and ELs? 

– At classroom formative level 

– On interim assessments 

– On summative assessments 
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Post-Test Evaluation 

• Interview student about the 

designated supports and/or 

accommodations provided and used.  

• Note any difficulties experienced 

and/or adjustments needed by the 

student. 
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Post-Test Evaluation  

Sample Questions 

• Which supports were provided? 

• Were the provided support helpful? In 

what ways? 

• Did the student experience any 

difficulties in the use of the supports? 

• Should the student be provided the 

same or different supports in the future? 
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Usability, Accessibility, and 

Accommodations Guidelines 

70 

The Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines can be found on the 

CDE Smarter Balanced Accessibility and Accommodations Web page at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/access.asp 
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Effective Use of Designated 

Supports 

71 This document is available at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/designatedsupports.pdf.  
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Accessibility Resources 

• CDE’s Student Accessibility Supports 

Web site: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/accesssupport.asp 

  

• SBAC Support for Under-

Represented Students Web site: 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents-

students/support-for-under-represented-students/ 
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Job Alike 

Geometric Reflection 

• Site or District 

Administration/Leadership 

• ELA 

• Mathematics 

• Assessment or Accountability 

• English Language Development/English 

Learners 

• Special Education 
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Job Alike 

Geometric Reflection (cont.) 

What sits square with you? 

 

What’s rolling around in your 

head? 

       

What are 1-3 points you want 

to remember?  
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Reflection, Planning,  

and Sharing 
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System Readiness Rubric 

• As a team, identify where your 

district/school falls in terms of 

readiness to interpret and use 

results from the summative 

assessments to improve teaching 

and learning. 
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Summative Assessment 

Planning Template 

• Use the planning template to think 

about and record ideas about using 

the Smarter Balanced Summative 

Assessments: 

– Strengths/Readiness/Resources 

– Considerations 

– Possible Plans and Action Steps 
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Sharing  

• By table groups, be prepared to 

briefly share a potential key action 

step. 
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