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Paul Baker always had kind words and something tO give
As any new family moving into

a community with school-aged
children, one of the first things
you look into are the summer
activities that your community

offers. OurS
son loved
baseball
and
excelled at
it. My hus-

[ band and I
searched
for a base-
ball leagUe
and foond
the South
Lyon
Baseball

Association.’ After my son played
in this league for a year, we found
several other boys that excelled in
baseball and with other parents
decided to start the Lyon
Township Travel ~aseball Team.
That meant finding fields, raising
money and ~gettinginto a travel
league.

That was the first opportunity
of many that I had the pleasure of

meeting Paul Baker... “raising
money” for a new team. I had
ventured to many businesses
throughout Lyon Township and
South Lyon trying to promote this
new travel baseball team. I really
wasn’t experienced in raising
money, but I was hoping that I
could convince businesses to sup-
port a travel _______________
baseball team
for our youth. I Guest
figured that the
most business- 0 UIHN
es would be
asked to donate
for many other purposes, so I had
a plan. If I only asked for $25
from each business, maybe that
wouldn’t be too much to ask, and
I could accomplish our budget to
get the team started.

Armed with excitement, enthu-
siasm and a budget for the boys’
team, I enter the South Lyon
Hotel to obtain a donation. I had
never been in the South Lyon
Hotel and I was very nervous, but
I was determined to make this
happen for the boys. There was a

pleasant lady behind the bar and
asked to speak to the owner about
obtaining a donation. She
motioned to go up the stairs and
that the owner was Paul Baker
and he was up therewith his audi-
tor. I really thought to myself this
would not be a good time to ask
for money, especially since be
didn’t know me from Adam and
that I would be interrupting his
meeting with someone way more
important than me and my cause.
But she assured me that I could
talk to him and up the stairs I
went.

Remember this was in 1988
and the upstairs to the hotel was
just finished off and the entire
upstairs was empty. I had to go
around the corner and sitting at a
card table was Paul and this dis-
tinguished looking man.

Truly my knees were shaking. I
said “Hello” and Paul said “Hi,
Hi, Hi, Hi, come on over” in
Paul’s typical fast talk, that Ithink
so fondly of today. The table,
which was the only furniture in
the place was looking over the

back parking lot and their were
papers spread out all over. My
mind was saying this is not a good
time to ask for money, but I was
standing in front ofthe table and it
was too late to go back down-
stairs.

I apologized for the interrup-
tion, and explained that the lady
behind the bar had assured me
that I should come upstairs. Paul
gavç> me his undivided attention,
as if I really was somcbody. I gave
him my whole spiel, which he let
me completely finish.

Then Paul said “you only want
$25!” He looked over to his audi-
tor and said, “Can you believe she
is only asking for $25, hum only
$25?’ (Doesn’t that just soundlike
Paul).

I repeated that I was only seek-
ing $25 from each business that
would want to help get this team
on the field. He asked me again
“This is for kids, right? Kids
right!” Yep! “Well that’s not
enough. You are sure it’s for kids,
right.” I said “Yes!”

“Go downstairs and tell the

lady behind the bar to give you
$100 cash out of the cash regis
ter?’

My eyes got so big, I was in
shock. I only asked for $25.

I just kept saying “thank you so
much, thank you so much,” arid as
I turned he yelled, “Come back
and tell me how the team is doing,
don’t forget tell me how the team
is doing, and what was your
name?” I yelled batk “Patty” and
of course he yelled back “Patty,
Patty, Patty.”

I was so excited, I was singing
all the way down the stairs and
promptly proceeded to the bar and
sure enough, I told the lady what
Paul had said and she opened that
cash register and handed me a
$100 bill. I started to write her a
receipt and she said no Paul won’t
turn thai in if it is for kids. I could
hardly believe my ears. Paul
BakerdidiCt know me from Adam
and I walked out of the South
Lyon Hotel with a $100 donation.
What a fantastic person! It really
was all about kids and trust.

My family and I started patron-

“Thank you Paul
for all your kind-
ness, there will
never be anyone
like you again!”

i’zing the South Lyon Hotel back
then and have continued to do so
up to today. I have had the pleas-
ure of working with Paul on many
occasions for many different rea-
sons for down the road I had the
fortune to become the Lyon
Township Treasurer. Thank you
Paul for all your kindness, there
will never be anyone like you
again! I will miss you calling my
name Patty, Patty, Patty. God must
need you up in heaven. Good Bye
my friend.

Patriela Careone
Lyon Township
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Patricia Carcone
Lyon Treasurer

The Earth is

Counting on You!
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VARSITY LINCOLN MERCURY COLLISION CENTER

exfts west of 12 Oaks Mall at Grand River and Wixom Road
1-248-449-6901

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD WINNER
“BEST COLLISION SHOP” 2005
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It’s your choice so choose the best’
Tell your insurance company

“I’m going to Varsity Lincoln Mercury’s Collision Center”
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SIDING WORLD’S
WINDOW SHOWROOM
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-We Repair All Makes & Models

—Direct Repair For All Major Insurance Companies

— Guaranteed On Time Repairs

-~90Days Same As Cash On Your Collision Deductible5
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VINYL, WOOD, CUSTOM SHAPES
MADE TO SIZE

p II

Varsity Collision Center Special*
Save this in case of an accident for

FREE TOWING

_________ SEAMLESS G
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Courtesy of Vorsitfy Lincoln Mercuiy Collision Center

we w~Icustom fcori your trim $
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Vanity Collision Center Special*
IN CASE OFACCILJENT -

CLIP THIS COUPON & SAVE

FREE Collision Loaner
Courtesy of Varsity Lincoln Mercury Collision Center

Lifetime Warranty
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MANYTYPES
IN STOCK!!

COLORS AVAILABLE
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To learn more about this Jamaican Getaway,

or for any other travel needs, call

Phillips Travel
(248) 437-1733

Located on Jamaica’s north coast beside the fabled resort town of Ocho R.ios is the Sans
Souci Resort and Spa. That is where the South Lyon Herald and Phillips Travel,

working in co-operation with Funjet Vacations, is going to send the winner of the
2005 Vacation Photo Contest.

www~rniIfor4memoties.com
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This trip is all-inclusive - which means everything - a 7-day stay at the San Souci Resort

in Jamaica which includes: All meals, snacks, beverages) unlimited use of sports
facilities,(~icludinggolf, water sports, spa services, recreational activities) hotel taxes
and airport transfers with no tipping allowed, Round trip air travel provided by Funjet.

V

E

I

Hosted by

For a chance to win this fabulous vacation just take a photo ofyour family holding the
South Lyon Herald while on vacation. Enter the contest using the form below.

, Standard Federal Bank
ABN AMRO

p ICFEDERAL______ GRKDIT LMO\

the HU?QrJ V~IIeyChamber of Commerce • (248) 685-7129

Be sure to submityour photo prior to Aug. 31, 2005 to be eligible to win.
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: ~ Vacation Photo Contest
I I

iName__ — — I

Add~ss
I Phone 1

: VacationSpot
I 1
I I
I ‘ I
I Mail completed form withyour photo to: I
~ The South lyon Herald, 101 N. blayette, South Lyon, Ml 48178
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