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•• Engage with Data-Driven Dialogue to examine 

strand-level student-learning data

•• Identify how our fifth and sixth grade students 
perform over three years in each strand within 

language arts, math, science, and social studies. 

•• Dialogue about our assumptions of student 

learning and the language arts, math, science, and 
social studies curriculum in our school

•• Remember, IDOE’s goal is to have at least 90% of students passing 
BOTH English & Math portions of ISTEP+ by 2013! 
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Adapted from Bruce Wellman & Laura Lipton,Data-Driven Dialogue: A Facilitator’s Guide to Collaborative Inquiry, 2004. Sherman, CT: MiraVia LLC. Used with permission.
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• E/LA strands: Vocabulary, Nonfiction/Info Text, Literary Text, 
Writing Process, Writing Applications, Conventions

• Math strands: Number Sense, Computation, Algebra & 
Functions, Geometry, Measurement, Data Analysis, Problem 
Solving

• Social Studies strands: History, Civics & Government, 
Geography, Economics

• Science strands: Nature of Science & Technology, Scientific 
Thinking, The Physical Setting, The Living Environment, The 
Mathematical World, Common Themes
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Go Visual
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Adapted from Bruce Wellman & Laura Lipton,Data-Driven Dialogue: A Facilitator’s Guide to Collaborative Inquiry, 2004. Sherman, CT: MiraVia LLC. Used with permission.
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S: Specific

• WHAT are you going to do? Use action words.

• WHY is this important to do at this time? What do you want to ultimately accomplish?

• HOW are you going to do it? 

M: Measurable

• If you can't measure it, you can't manage it.

• Establish concrete criteria for measuring progress toward the attainment of each goal 
you set. When you measure your progress, you stay on track, reach your target dates, 
and experience the exhilaration of achievement that spurs you on to continued effort 
required to reach your goals.

A: Attainable

• A goal needs to stretch you slightly so you feel you can do it and it will need a real 
commitment from you.

R: Realistic

• This is not a synonym for "easy." Realistic, in this case, means "do-able."  Devise a 
plan and set the bar high enough for a satisfying achievement.

T: Timely

• Set a timeframe for your goal. Putting an end point on your goal gives you a clear 
target to work towards.
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• The {grade level} overall percent mastery in {content area} in the
area of {strand of content area} will increase from _____ to _____ by  

________ (date) as measured by 
________________________________________________ 
administered on _________(date).

Strategies: 
• 1.  _______________________________________________
• 2. _______________________________________________
• 3. _______________________________________________
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The number of {grade level} students scoring proficient in {content 
area} will increase from _____ to _____ by  ________ (date) as 
measured by 
______________________________________________   
administered on _________(date).

Strategies:
• 1.  _______________________________________________
• 2. _______________________________________________
• 3. _______________________________________________
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