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B.Company,lst Battalion, let Cork Brigade. BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21
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Aftor the split the Volunteers in Cork City consisted of one Battzﬁxon but
consequent on the progrees of the movement it became necessary during 1917 to form a

2 second Pattalion to cope with the larger number of Volunteers.

The 'area allottad td’B.Compaﬁ§ bérpriﬂed the tongue of laend.from the North

and South lain Streets to the Custom Hnuse ond &% surrounded on three sides by the
river lse, ; ' SN L T T ¢
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Voluntesra residant 'in the aren who had’ been attaohnd to C. Fonpany of the

old Bﬁttalion formed ths nuolaus of tha COnpany SOme of thaso VOlunteera had taken part
,~ g ":: oo - - {-' .1-}7 <
in the raid on tho cork Grammar Sch001 ‘when o number of rifles were secured.
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. Frederiok yugrhx_hqy?ng-oygaq}neg‘pbaTCoppagy returned to the.Battalion Staff

leaving-§h9300mpanyastnft as followsy=

Captain, = Arthur White

1ot Lieutenaxt . . = Mark Wickhen

2nd Lieutenant = Sean Twomoy

Adjutant . .- .. Miohael Riordan. . ,.... ./ ..~ =~} cu

Quartermaster’ ‘Saan Sullivan

Section Commnnderu Sean Curran, Christopher Lucey,Pntriok Deasy &
'Laurensé O'Counor.
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Consequant on the retirement in 1918 of Arthur White, due to 11l health,

toA A a.,uft‘

Thonas croftn'waa appointed by the Battalion aa Captain of the COmpanw
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* The COmpany's activities coﬁaistéd at firat in training. purohusing arns,
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securing arns from desartera from tha Britash forces,making bombe and providing
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Christopher, Lucey, (Seotion Commander) wos arrested when attending gutrainiﬂg

1

oanp at Glandora and imprisoned in Mountjoy Jail, ho was released after taking part in
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' a hunger strike. As he was liable to be,re=arrosted he had to go on the rwi and his
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brother Sean took his place,as.Section Cormandor. .. ..
During 1519. the, Company took part in the raid qp‘yurﬂayfq Gun Shop in
Patrick S8trest, when a mumber of shot gmme end a@mu9ition worq.peouryd. Some members .

of the Compony also took part in the attempted raid on the Killeagh Aerodrome.

Two places within the area known unly to a few membors were used for the
Sy

storage of arms, which were taken when required from these places and distributed at
- .y} . ' v . 1 ‘ -1‘1’ i Y
another place where they were again collected and returned to the original pleoces,
g In Meroch,1920, guards of honour were provided by the Company at the Lying-ine

State of Lord Mayor Tomas Maccurtaip._ ] o mt e v
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. In May,1920, the Company were on all night armed guard duty as reprisals

wore expected following I.R.A.activities in the City.
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On the trensfer of Thomas Crofts to the lat bottalion as Vice Cormandant the

Compony Staff wass=

Captain

1st Lieutenant

2nd Lieutenant Sean Lucey

Ad jutant Micheel Riordan

Quartermaster « Sean Sulliven

section Commanders - Sean Sullivan, laurice Fitzperald, Patriok Deasy and
laurence ('Connor,.

Mark Wickham .
fean Tworey

On the &/%/1920 members of the Compeny topether with members of G.Company
under the command of Battalion Cormandant Daniel Donovan entered the Income Tax Off'ices
on the South lall and prepared the building f'or burning, when the Caretaler and family
had been escorted to a place of safety, the buildiné wes set on fire. On the arrival
of the Fire Drigade the building was blazing furiously end was conpletely burned out
the brigade being hampored by members of the Company cutting the fire hoses having,

returned after dumping their arms.

¢n the 5/6/1920 the Coupant was mobilisod for the ottack on Blarnsy R.I.C.
Barracks. The Captain (Mark Wickham) end lst Lieutenant (Sean Twomey) took part in
the attack and the remainder of the Company wcre engaged in ereoting barricades on the

Clogheen road. ' s

On the 1/1/1920 members of the Company were on armed patrol holding up

traff'ic on the western end of Eing Street (now MacCurtain Street) when & bresch was blowm

in the wall dividing the R.I.C.Barrack from the adjoining house,

The King Street R,I.C. Barrack was not located within the Corpany area
but the Company roceived orders to burn the Barrack which had now been waouatod
evacuated and on the morning of 11/7/1920 the Barrack was entered and havijyg been
prepared with paraffin oil was set on fira. The Fire Prigade arrived after the

withdrawl of the Company and succeeded in extinguishing the fire.

The Barreck wes agnin entered on the evening of 12/7/1920 when petrol wos used

to fire the building. ‘The Fire Brigade wnr; held up by a section of the Company after

loaving their station nnd foroed to roturn. The building was complstely burnt out,

h Y
In August,1920, an armed night patrol was surrounded by Auxiliaries at the

¢.P.0, but succeeded in escaping after some of the patrol had been fired on.

guards
On several occasions armed eseerte were provided by the Company to escort

Brigade Commnndant Lord Mayor MacBwiney to the various places in whioh he resided at

nights Armed gusrds were also provided for Brigade end Battalion meetings

“’B.Company,lst Battalion, lst Cork Brigade (oontinusd) Pape 2.
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B.Company,1st Battalion, lst Cork Bripade (continued) Page 3
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In September,1920, tho Company was engaped in providing intellipence reports

B  prior to the attack on General Strickland, .

d In Ootober,1920, guards of honouwr were provided at the Lying-in-fitate of

Brigede Commandant Lord Mayor Terence Macfwiney.

Also during the month of (otober,1920, informalion wae received that a resident
in & hotel at Qliver Plunketi Street was in possession of & revolver and as he was not

& Volunteer the hotel wes reaided end a .82 revolver added to the Compeny's arsenal .

Christopher Lucey (formerly a Section Commander of the Company) while on the !
run in the Ballinpeary district took’part in the hold up of two mildtary lorries 1
and having disarmed the soldiers burnt the lorries. Seva;al rifles and equiprent were
seoured. He was killed by Auxiliaries on the 1l0th November,19520. His remaine were broug&
brought to the City and interred in the Rapubl.ican Plot at St.Finbarrte Cemetary, the

firing party at the preVeside being provided by the Cumpany.

During the month of December,1920, mnembers of the Company accompenied by

members of C.Company laid }n ambush in the South Main Street for Auxiliaries but were

foroed to withdraw at oyrfew hour., \ ' ' . &
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During 1950 the Companly took part in & raid on an Auction Yard at Copley
Street, vhen & number of military bicycles viere commandeored. They anlso raided the l
Cork Blackrook & Paesame Railway Stores at Merohants Quay and secured militery stores,
Armed evening patrols were provided for tho oapture of two Auxiliaries {rom Maocroom {
who were in the City. The Auxiliaries wro captured by other Volunteers on dey duty
on their return to the Garage where they had left the ocar in whieh they had arrived in |

the City. They were removed to the outskirts of the City and exeouted. ‘

Mark Wickhem resigned es Captain of the Company in December,1920, but

ocontinued +o serve as Vo}unteer. The Company sStalf now wasi=~ f |
Captain = Sean Twomey v oo 4 !
. 1lst Lieutenant = Sean Lucey . |
2nd Lisutenant - Maurice Fatzperald !

Ad jutant = llichael Riordan

Quartsrmaster Sean Sullivan

Intelligence Officer = John George McCarthy

Engineering Offlcer « Patriock Cronin

Section Cormonders = Sean Sullivan, Peatrick Whooley, Patrick Deasy and
Laurence Of'Connor.

‘i

on 24/12/1920 and armed perty was provided by the Company to cover the

A

Engineers who wore engeped in wrecking the Exeminer Office Printing plamt.
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B.Company, ist Battalion, lat OJork Bripade Page 4 |

Mark Wickham was arrested on 25/1/1921 and after being detained for 8 weeks

in the Milktary Pricon, Gork-Barrsoke Viotoria Barracks, Cork, was interned at Spike

Island,

cn 1/5/1921 reprisals were ordsred for the Dripsey ambush executions those
engaged met in & house in Oliver Plunkett Street where Sean Lucey (1lst Lieut) was
accidentnlly shot in the'thigh, he was treated at the South Infirmarj and removed to the

houge of a friend where he remained until fully recovered.,

3

On the 25/2/1921 the Company was engaged in raiding and censoring maile within

their area.

Sean Twomey (0.C.Company) and Volunteers Michael O'Shea and Jeremiah Harrington

were now attached to Cork City Active Serviece Unit, Sean Twomey being 0,C. the Unat,

The Company Staff wapte-

Captain - Sean Lucey

1t Lieutenant - Maurice Fitzperald

2nd Lieutenant = Patriok Deasy -
Ad Jutant - Michael Riordan
Quartermaster - Sean Sulliivan

Intelligence Offiper - Christopher Woods

Enginsering Officer - Cornelius Hiokey

Section (ommanders - Sean Sullivan, Patriok Whooley, Denls Coskley and

Leurence O'Connor.

In the peneral attack on Military and Police in the City on the 24/6/1921
the bombing of a military foot patrol &t the cormer of Patrick Street and Grand Parade,
wag allotted to the Company. Orders were received that all attacks should teke place
at a particular time and Officers were directed to synchroniee their watchee with the
¢.P.0, 0look to make certain of the time of attack. Arrancements were made [or the
attack, scouts were in position and bomb throwers were proceeding to their throwing
positions when & post near by was attacked before time and when the bomb throwers

arrived at their allotted positionn the patrol had moved towards the attacked post and

r

were out of range.

on 25/6/1921 Sean Twomey (0.C,Active City Unit) and Sean Lucey (0.C.Company)
were arrested and detained at the Bridewell R,I.C.Parraclis. Sean Twomey was [ired on
when attemptiné to escape and received several serious wounds. A woman who oame in the
1ine of fire was killed. He was removed to the Hilita;y Hospital at Victoria Barracks
and was released during the truce heving recovered. Sean L;ney was ronoved tz the

Military Prison at Victoria Darracks and released on the signing of the truce.
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B.Compeny,let Battalion, lst Cork Brigade (continued)

and banks being looated herein. The active strength of the Company was 80/90 men

many of whom were from the County of Cork and beinpg employed in the City resided in

After the arrest of Sean Luoey the Company Staf'f to the sipgning of the truce waaz=-

Captain - Maurice Fitzpereld
1t Lisutenant - Patrick Deasy

2nd Lieutanant - Patriok Whooley

Ad jutant - Michesl Riordan
Quartermaster - fean Sullivan '

Intelligence Officer= Chriletopher Woodas
Enginesering Officer =2 Cornelius Fiokey

Section Comnmanders - fean Sullivan, Patriok Mw phy, Denis Coakley and

laurence Q'Connor.

The Company ares was not a residential one & lerge number of business housos

boarding houses in the area.
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The follm;i'ing members of the Company were alsc members of the I.R.Bs=

/
Mark Wickhan
Sean Twomoy
kaurice, F'itegerald
Williem Cronin.
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