
City of Austin - Austin History Center: Wings Over Austin Exhibit http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/ahc/exwings.htm

1 of 3 7/24/2005 3:56 PM

  Find!  Opt ions Select  a serviceSelect  a service Select  a m apSelect  a m ap

Directory |  Departm ents |  FAQ |  Links |  Site Map |  Help |  Contact  Us

AHC HOME |  ABOUT US |  COLLECTI ONS |  EXHI BI TS |  REFERENCE |  PHOTOS

[ PI CA 19600 ]

The

Austin History Center

presents

An Exhibit

May 10-August 29, 1999

Austin History Center

Austin Public Library

810 Guadalupe

Wings Over Austin: The History of Austin Aviation is an exhibit that follows the flight 

path of our city's aviation story, from the city's first airplane landing through the 

transformation of Bergstrom Air Force Base into the new Austin-Bergstrom International 

Airport. See the complete exhibit at the Austin History Center.

 



City of Austin - Austin History Center: Wings Over Austin Exhibit http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/ahc/exwings.htm

2 of 3 7/24/2005 3:56 PM

The first airplane to land in Austin was 

the Vin Fiz, a Wright Brothers biplane 

flown by the adventurer Cal Rodgers 

on his 1911 transcontinental flight.

Rodgers landed in a field at the 

Ridgetop subdivision, in the vicinity of 

51st and Duval Streets.
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John A. McCurdy directed the first landings of 

military aircraft at Penn Field during WW I. The

Austin Chamber of Commerce, led by Walter 

Long, used private funds to purchase land south of 

St. Edward's University for Penn Field.

Robert Mueller Municipal 

Airport opened in 1930. The

commercial airlines serving 

Austin in the 1930s were 

Braniff International, 

American, and Bowen.

Braniff began scheduling 

flights on 1 January, 1935.

During the first six months 

of that year, 1345 

passengers landed in Austin 

and 1502 passengers flew 

out.
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"Wrong-Way Corrigan" and his plane 

were mobbed by Austinites on a backward 

ride down Congress Avenue in August 

1938. Earlier that year, after filing a flight

plan from New York to California, 

Corrigan embarked from New York on a 

solo flight to Ireland. When asked how he

could have made that mistake, this folk 

hero's response was "I must have misread 

my instruments."

The initial use of Del Valle Army Air 

Base in 1943 was as a base of operations 

for troop transport. The base was soon

renamed in honor of Capt. John Earl 

Bergstrom, the first Austin man to be 

killed in WWII.
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Return to the Exhibit page.
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Thursday and Friday, closed

The Aust in History Center is a division of the Aust in Public Library.
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