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Your Winter Writing Project: 

Here’s How It Works 

 

1.  Review the included rubric.  It is a roadmap to scoring well on this challenge. Rubrics may 

also be found on our district website at www.lancasterisd.org. 

 

2.  Write the essay described in this packet. 

 

3.  Find the My Score column on the scorecard. Write the score you believe you deserve for each 

writing trait. Do not calculate a grade.  

 

4.  Submit your essay to your English teacher or social studies teacher on January 7, 2016. 

 

5.  A peer will grade your essay.  

 

6.  Your peer teacher will total your score and his/her score to arrive at your final grade. 

 

7.  Peer teachers will add five points if the planning page or rough draft is included. 

 

8.  You and your peer teacher will defend your final score to your classroom teacher.   

 

9.  That’s it . . . Challenge complete! 
 

 

A Holiday Note 

 

     Lancaster ISD is committed to you.  Because of this commitment, we are determined to afford 

you every opportunity to hone your skills - particularly in the area of writing - because we know 

that the ability to write well opens doors of opportunity to choices than can be life-changing. 

     Writing is more than an area that is tested or a skill used to complete college entrance exams.   

Writing is freedom of expression.  It is therapy without cost.  It exposes the hearts and minds of 

many who would not otherwise be heard.  Through it, our best lyricists create the songs that 

characterize our culture, and our journalists record our history so that others will know we were 

here. 

     As you compose your essays, write because it matters more than any grade you may receive.  

Write because you choose to prevent the day when the difference between you and the other 

applicants for the position you want is the ability to write well.  Write well because it is often our 

written words that speak for us before we get to the interview.  

    Let your words speak well of you. 



 

Grade: 

points grade 

24 100 

22 94 

20 88 

18 82 

16 76 

 14 70 

     12 64 

10 58 

8 52 

     

 

 

Total Score:

My Notes to Justify My Grade My Peer Teacher’s Justification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of Student:  ___________________________    Name of Peer Teacher:  _____________________________ 

 

 

Persuasive Writing 
Grade 11 

Trait 
(Score each trait on a scale from 1 to 4.)  

 
My Score 
 

Peer 
Teacher’s 

Score 

Organization/Progression 
(On Topic; Flows Smoothly) 

  

Development of Ideas 
(Details & Elaboration) 

  

Use of Language/ 
Conventions and Grammar 

  



 

Read the following quotation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   Each day a capitalist spends increasing his wealth is the same day his time on earth 

   decreases. Think carefully about this statement. 

 

    Write an essay stating your position on whether it is better to pursue wealth for tomorrow or 

happiness for today. 

 

 

Be sure to — 

 

 state your position clearly 

 use appropriate organization 

 provide specific support for your argument 

 choose your words carefully 

 edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please go to www.studyisland.com for fun, engaging, practice activities that will help  

you write an exemplary essay. 

 

         

         Need help getting into Study Island?  

  

Student username = firstnameIDnumber-lisd (ex: anita12345-lisd)                 

Student password = abc123 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Time is more valuable than money. You can get more 

money, but you cannot get more time.” 

 

-Jim Rohn 



 

 

 

 

Use this page to plan your essay. This planning page will be counted toward your grade. 

Use the lined page to write your final draft.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


