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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situated on a s teep,  cleared h i l l s i d e  overlooking the r o l l i n g  t e r r a i n  of Wythe County, 
Kimberling Lutheran Cemetery i s  one of a small group of cemeteries i n  Southwest 
Virginia containing a s ign i f i can t  co l lec t ion  of ear ly  Germanic gravestones. There 
a r e  about f i f t y  such sandstone monumentg dating from 1800 t o  1850, i n  the  cemetery, 
which has continued i n  ac t ive  use u n t i l  the present. Owing t o  t he  nature of t he  
material  and the exposed posi t ion of the  cemetery, few of the  s tones  bear l e g i b l e  
inscr ipt ions .  They range i n  s i z e  from about 18 inches t o  about 3 f e e t  t a l l  and from 
about 3 t o  about 6 inches thick.  There a r e  several  basic shapes: Some s tones  have 
a semi-circular cen t r a l  tympanum with s l i g h t ,  square shoulders, o thers  have smaller 
tympani with prominent rounded shoulders, and a few have a cen t r a l  portion which is 
almost c i rcu la r .  Unlike English gravestones of the  same period German s tones  a r e  
of ten decorated both on the obverse and reverse; i n  f ac t ,  the pr incipal  decorat ionon 

mast of the Kimberling stones is on the reverse. This embellishment normally 
consists of a s ing le ,  high-relief  motif framed by a double band. Designs a t ~ i m b e r -  

ing include hear ts ,  upside-down anchors, fy l fo t  crosses, six-pointed s t a r s ,  
ladder-like devices, and a variety of vegetal  forms. Enrichment of t he  f ron t  of t he  
stone usually consis ts  of no more than the inscr ip t ion  l e t t e r e d  onto a rec tangular  
recessed panel; occasionally there  w i l l  be a simple design carved i n  t he  typanum. 

German inscr ipt ions  a r e  r a r e  at Kimberling.Even the e a r l i e s t  s tones  bear English 
legends with an occasional word o r  two of German. Elizabeth Snavely's monument, 

f o r  instance,  r e l a t e s  i n  English t h a t  she died i n  1807 and concludes "P S EHE 
FRAU. " 

The present church building a t  Kimberlipg the t h i rd  on the s i t e ,  is a 
large frame s t ruc tu re  with two unequal-sized towers, v e s t i g i a l  t ransepts  and 

chancel, and pedimented "Gothic" window and door openings, as  w e l l  as  decorative 

pressed-tin shingles on its tower roof. It was erected i n  1913. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
The three acres comprising the Kimberling Lutheran Cemetery property a r e  

bounded on the northeast and eas t  by the church drive,  on the northwest by 

State  Route 617, and on the south and west by the cemetery boundaries. This 
acreage includes both the church and the cemetery. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Situated on a s teep  h i l l s i d e  looking out over the ro l l i ng  countryside of 

western Wythe County,in KimberLing Lutheran Cemetery, one of t h e  o ldes t  grave- 

yards i n  the county, contains an outstanding co l lec t ion  of t r a d i t i o n a l  German 
gravestones of the period 1800-1850 . It is one of a small number of such co l lec t ions  

i n  Southwest Virginia. Its s tones ,  with t h e i r  combination of t r a d i t i o n a l  and con- 

temporary (19th-century) decorative devices, seen i n  t h e i r  unspoiled pas tora l  
s e t t i ng  present a s t r i k i n g  image of German l i f e  and cu l ture  i n  r u r a l  Wythe County 
i n  the l a s t  century. 

A few Germans settled i n  Wythe County i n  the middle of the  18th century, but 

it was not u n t i l  a f t e r  t he  Revolution tha t  German settlement there  wasffzmlyestabliskd 
The church a t  Kimberlirg o r  Khner l ing ' s  as i t  was sometimes ca l led ,  was one of 

t the e a r l i e s t  Lutheran churches i n  the  area.  Its f i r s t  building was dedicated i n  
1797, and the e a r l i e s t  l eg ib l e  stone i n  the  cemetery was erected th ree  years 
l a t e r .  This building was repaired and rededicated i n  1834, and another was erected 
t o  replace it i n  1854. The present church dates from 1913. 

I n  i t s  ea r ly  years Kimberling shared its pastors with other Lutheran Churches 

i n  the area.  George D. Flohr, a l so  pastor a t  St .  ~ o h n ' s  Church i n  Wytheville, 
the s i t e  of another of Wythe County's German cemeteries, served from 1799 u n t i l  
h is  death i n  1826. 

The cemetery a t  Kimherling, r e f l e c t s  the  changes occuring among the German 
groups i n  Virginia during the f i r s t  half  of the 19th century. Despite t h e i r  

reputation f o r  aloofness from the English-speaking conrmunity t he  Germans were 
i n  fac t  assimilated t o  many aspects of Anglo-American cu l ture  by t h e  bkginning 

of the 19th century. The stones i n  the Kimberling churohyard r e f l e c t s  t h i s  i n  
the i r  almost-exclusive use of the  English language for  inscr ip t ions  and i n  t h e i r  

shapes which a r e  influenced by ea r ly  and mid-19th-century design concepts (as 
are  t h e i r  l e t t e r ing  s ty l e s ) .  I n  contras t  t o  wordly concepts of form they 
r e t a in  t r ad i t i ona l  German motifs i n  t h e i r  symbolic ( re l ig ious)  content. Hearts, 
sinuous vegetation, s t a r s  and p iwheels  of every s o r t  were a l l  pa r t s  of t h e  
Continental vocabulary of re l ig ious  symbolism which the Kimberling carver 
continued t o  use throughout the  f i r s t  half  of the  century. A s  t he  decades(s) 

passed, however, the use of these t r ad i t i ona l  motifs grew weaker, and t h e  
l a s t  stone t o  employ them is dated 1850, jus t  four years before the church 
replaced i t s  o r ig ina l  building with a new one. From 1850 onward gravestones a t  Kim- 
ber l ing  were indist inguishable from those of any other  Virginia demonination. 



 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
C a s s e l l ,  c . W . ,  e t .  a l .  His tory  of t h e  Lutheran Church i n  V i r g i n i a  and Eas t  Tennessee. 

S t rasburg ,  V i rg in i a ,  1930. 
Eisenberg, W.E. The Lutheran Church i n  V i r g i n i a ,  1717-1962. Roanoke, V i r g i n i a ,  1967. 
Kincer, L u c i l l e  M. Glimpses of  Wythe County His tory .  Wythevil le ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1967. 
Presgraves,  J .S. ,  ed. Wythe County Chapters.  Wythevil le ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1972. 
Whitman, J.A. H i s t o r i c a l  Fac t s  About t h e  Churches of Wythe County. Wythevi l le ,  

V i rg in i a ,  1939. (See con t inua t ion  s h e e t  # 1) 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY Approximately 3 a c r e s  

UTM REFERENCES 

. . . .. ! i ? :,: :.: :.: . :: c. ! 

AM 141 7,2 18 ; 5, 01 14 ,018 ,5 15, 510J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~  

NORTHING Dm [?.:IN;, , , , , , , ; I I 

VERBAL BOUNDARY , D E ~ C R I ~ T I O N  ,: ' lpe,th_ree: ?FFes c ~ m p r i s i n g r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of the  Kimber- 
Lutheran Cemetery are:  bounded. b y  a  l i n e  beg iwing :a t  a  p o i n t .  a t  ..the i n t e r s e c t i o n  

of the church l o t ,  SW s i d e  of  a n  unimproved road, and S t a t e  Route 617, .4 mi l e  SW of  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s t a t e  r o u t e s  617 and 735; thence fol lowing W s i d e  o> s a i d  unimprared 
road and cemetery boundary,,fpr,a,distance of approximately 600..feet,.S; then running 
approximate ly  200 f e e t  W i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  fol lowing cemetery bo rde r ;  then extending  
about  50 f e e t  N fol lowing pemetery boundary; then extending  a little, over 50  f e e t  W 

following cemetery boundary; then running a p p r o x i m t e l y  (See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  1 )  
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Verbal  Boundary Desc r ip t ion  

400 f e e t  N i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  fol lowing cemetery border  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  
S s i d e  of  S t a t e  Route 617; then  fol lowing S  s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 617 f o r  a 

d i s t a n c e  of  approximately 100 f e e t  NE t o  p o i n t  of  o r i g i n .  




