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MISSION STATEMENT:  The Otselic Valley Central School community will 

encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve 

their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.
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What’s Left?
By the time you receive this I 

will have begun my new duties 
as District Superintendent of the 
Sullivan BOCES. While I am very 
excited about the new challenges 
before me and the continuing 
ways that I can help the students 
in our State, I am sad that I step 

away in a time of such economic upheaval. To date, we 
have held two budgetary meetings. Those attending 
have left with bleak emotions and a deep concern for 
our educational program.

I must note, however, that I leave you with a 
talented, caring staff at each and every level of instruc-
tion and of support. Their smiles, their cooperation, 
their grand ideas, and their tenacity to be at their 
best have all brought the District to shining star status. 
We are one of the area’s best kept secrets, and it is my 
hope that in time, staff will find ways to shine beyond 
our boundaries and to attract the noteworthy attention 
they so richly deserve.

Likewise, I hold the management team in utmost 
respect. I marvel at the way they balance their 
knowledge base with their care for children and their 
guidance to help staff grow. Though they know that 
their popularity rides a wave, they have never shied 
away from the difficult issues that confront them each 
hour of each day.

And then there is the experienced, compassionate 
Board of Education. The members are a model for 
listening, for deliberating, for considering the short 
and long-term possibilities. At best, we enter into dif-
ficult times. This group has the talent and respect to 
weather the storm. It is easy for others to disagree with 
the decisions they make. It’s a lot tougher to walk in 
their shoes. For myself, I thank them publicly for their 
faith in me and for a wonderful working relationship.

I write that I am sad stepping away in a time of 
such economic upheaval. But then I am reminded (as 
I hope that you are)—when have we ever NOT been 
in a time of economic upheaval? When has it ever 
seemed easy for us to afford the quality services we 
give to our children? When in recent years have we 
really felt that we drew the long straw?

We have been through much, and we have been resil-
ient because we have kept our eyes on the prize—that 
prize being the success of our children. Indeed, there  
are times when we have had to seek the prize with 
diminished resources, fewer people, less money.  
Yes, we have had to be innovative as we continue 
providing services. Yet, we continue to catch the prize.
So, what’s left when it’s all said and done? 

• The never-ending care for our students.
• The willingness to continue on as a unit.
• The openness to try a new tactic to achieve a 

common goal.
• The simple belief that we can get past any adversity.

These are the things that really matter. They are 
human things and we all can possess them. They can 
continue when other things are long gone. They can 
lead us to make the best decisions. Everything else, 
as they say, is icing on the cake.

On my first day before the staff at Otselic Valley I 
challenged them to think about their legacy. I believe 
that the greatest compliment any leader can receive 
is that the organization happily continues on after 
that leader leaves. We all do leave—as workers, as 
residents, as parents. We all have our chance to be 
involved and to shake the earth around us just a 
little bit. Time passes, and we will leave. What’s left?  
All along, my mission has been that when the time 
comes to depart Otselic Valley, it will be in a better 
place than it was when I came.

My best wishes to you all.
Larry Thomas, Superintendent
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Emergency Closing 

Information
Should school be closed due to weather or other 

emergencies, we work to notify the following radio 
and television stations. Some of these stations 
have their own website, and the information is 
published there also.
EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS STATIONS

 WSYR-AM 570 WYYY-FM 94.5
 WBBS-FM B104.7 WWHT-FM 107.9
 WHEN-AM 620 WCHN-AM 97
 WKXZ-FM 94 WBKT-FM 95.3
 WZOZ-FM WDOS-AM 730
 WSRK-FM 103.9 WNTQ-FM 93Q
 WNSS-AM WNBF-AM 1290
 WHWK-FM 98.1 WWYL-FM 104.1
 WAAL-FM 99.1 WSTM-TV 3
 WTVH-TV 5 WIXT-TV 9
 WBNG-TV 12 NEWS 10 NOW

Also, we work to place the information on our 
website, www.ovcs.org and we are now using a 
computerized, auto notification system that makes 
telephone announcements.

Finally, please note that given the diversity of our 
terrain and the weather patterns, there may be some 
roads upon which our buses cannot pick up children. 
In such cases, we will make efforts to contact you  
in advance.

Notice of Fire  

Inspection Reports
Buildings Pass Fire Inspection

As occurs each year, the buildings on the school 
campuses were inspected for compliance with fire 
safety regulations. The buildings passed the inspection.  
A report was presented to the Board of Education at the 
January meeting. The report has been filed as required 
with the NYS Education Department and a copy remains 
on file in the Otselic Valley Central School District Office 
for public review.

2011 Tentative Budget 

Development Calendar
February

 10 Regular Business Meeting (Elem)
March

 3 Budget Session (JSHS) 2nd Draft of Budget
 17 Regular Business Meeting (JSHS)
  Approval of Public Notice of Vote and 

Propositions (Mid-York Weekly and Evening Sun)
 24  Budget Session (JSHS)
 31  Budget Session (JSHS) 3rd Draft of Budget
April

 1 Public Notice of Vote and Propositions (Mid-York 
Weekly and Evening Sun). Three more after this 
time within the 45 days prior to vote.

 14 Regular Business Meeting (Elem)
  Budget Adoption
 15 Send Proposed Budget Brochure to BOCES 

Printshop; send “6-Day Card” to BOCES for 
Printshop; Property Tax Report card submitted 
to NYSED

 19  BOE Candidate nominating petitions are due; 
voter petitions are due, 5:00 p.m.

 19-23 School is in recess
 27 Sends BOE candidate information to BOCES 

Printshop
 28 Budget Session (JSHS)
  Vote on BOCES Administrative Budget
 20-May 4
  Window for the Proposed Budget to become 

available for public inspection
May

 11 Annual OV Budget Hearing (JSHS)
 12 Send “6-Day Card” to OVCS Residents
 18 Regular Business Meeting (Elem) 
  Budget Vote and BOE Member Election
June

 15 Budget Re-vote, if necessary (Elem)

Boys’ Junior Varsity and 

Varsity Basketball
February

Tues. ....  2 ... Tyburn Academy .......H ......5:30 p.m.
Fri. ........ 5 ... Brookfield...................A ......5:30 p.m.

Girls’ Junior Varsity and 

Varsity Basketball
February

Mon. ..... 1 ... Stockbridge (V) ..........A ......6:00 p.m.
Wed. ..... 3 ... Poland .........................H ......6:00 p.m.
Fri. ........ 5 ... Richfield Springs .......H ......6:00 p.m.
Tues. ..... 9 ... New York Mills ..........H ......6:00 p.m.

Girls’ Modified Basketball
February

Mon. ..... 1 ... Madison ......................H ......4:30 p.m.
Tues. ..... 2 ... DeRuyter ....................A ......4:30 p.m.
Thurs. ... 4 ... Stockbridge ................H ......4:30 p.m.
Mon. ..... 8 ... Cincinnatus ................A ......4:30 p.m.
Thurs. . 11 ... Cincinnatus ................H ......4:30 p.m.
Fri. ...... 12 ... DeRuyter ....................H ......4:30 p.m.
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Student Incentive News
During the 2009-2010 school year, the Otselic 

Valley Junior-Senior High School selects students on 
a monthly basis to receive the Otselic Valley Citizen 
of the Month Award.

This award honored students who met the  
following criteria:
• Positive interaction with teachers,
• Positive interaction with peers,
• Satisfactory academic performance, and
• Adherence to rules

December 2009

 Grade 7 Grade 8

 Justine Neal Susan Graham
 Grade 9 Grade 10

 Hope Reynolds Crystal Hillman
 Grade 11 Grade 12

 Douglas Day Weylin Scholth

Professional Chef Visits!
Food and Nutrition students with Mrs. Sutton had 

the privilege of having Mr. George Granata, past pro-
fessional chef, entreprenuer and butcher come in and 
cook an old-fashioned Thanksgiving meal with us. 
One of the class’s favorite recipes was creamed onions. 
They also loved an old-fashioned pumpkin butter-
scotch pudding with homemade whipped cream.

Students learned to cook many standard items such 
as turkey, stuffing and gravy. Mr. Granada shared his 
career path with us including owning a bakery/sweets 
shoppe in the Boston area. Thank you, Mr. Granata, 
for sharing your time and special recipes with us!

Mythology Scholars  

Present The Odyssey

On January 7, a group of students from Mrs. Kalin’s 
Mythology class presented the journey of Odysseus to 
Mr. Foor-Pessin’s English 12 class.  His students had 
just finished reading Edith Hamilton’s version of the 
story so he invited Mrs. Kalin’s students to come in 
and share their knowledge of the tale.

Trevor Marston, Lee Mott, Brandon Huntley and 
Rachael Harris did a wonderful job of explaining the 
travels of Odysseus and even created a map for their 
audience to follow.  A nice discussion between the two 
groups followed the presentation.  Great job everyone!

High School Book Club
On Wednesday, December 23, 

High School Book Club members 
visited the Elementary School 
Library to read to K-2 students. 
High school students had a chance 
to spend time with children  

in each of the grades. Students read Christmas stories 
and other favorites to their new reading buddies. 
Students were sad when it was time to go and leave 
their new friends but we hope to meet again soon!
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FFA News for December
During December the Otselic Valley FFA was kept 

busy through numerous activities. To start out the 
month, the FFA had a successful annual citrus fruit 
sale fundraiser. Following that, the FFA hosted an 
American Red Cross™ blood drive at the High School 
on December 17. Thanks to numerous donors, we 
shattered our record number of blood units donated. 
Santa’s Workshop

To finish out the month, the FFA held a Santa’s 
Workshop for the first graders. At an agriculture 
teachers’ conference in June, Mrs. Robinson heard 
about an FFA chapter that hosted a Santa’s workshop 
for their first graders. It involved inviting first grad-
ers down to use the shop equipment to build a small 
wooden toy. The FFA members cut out and assembled 
the cup block. The first graders drilled a handle hole 
with an electric drill, cut out the cup using a forstener 
bit and the drill press, and then assembled the ball and 
string to the rest of the toy. These toys were collected, 
sent to the North Pole, monogrammed and marked 
with the North Pole Seal of Approval before being 
returned to the original students. The first graders 
were now official elves.

At the f i rst  meet ing of the school year,  
Mrs. Robinson presented this idea to the chapter.  
The FFA members thought that was great and pro-
ceeded to set up this workshop here. On December 18,  
the first graders traveled to the High School and pro-
ceeded to make their own ball-in-a-cup toy. These toys  
were returned to them before vacation by Santa’s 
helper. All the students were deemed official elves. 
A good time was had by the first graders and the 
FFA students. Our many thanks to Ms. Blake and  
Mr. Decker for their help with this workshop.

Respectfully submitted,
Jake DeRochie,
FFA Reporter
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Kindergarten News
The kindergartners have been very busy since 

September. We have been making new friends.  
Some of our friends are in the fifth grade. They are 
our kindergarten buddies. They come to our rooms 
every other Friday morning. We do many things 
with our kindergarten buddies. We read books 
together, do projects together, and write stories 
together. It is a lot of fun! We have been learning 
so many new things! We have been learning the 
letters of the alphabet and the sounds they make. 
We are even beginning to read! We like going to 
the computer lab, gym, music, art and library.

An important part of kindergarten is learning 
all the rules and how to behave in school. We are 
fast learners and are very good at this. We enjoy 
kindergarten a lot. So far it’s been an exciting year, 
we are looking forward to the rest of the year when 
we will learn how to become better readers. We like 
counting, sorting and making patterns in math.  
It is great to be in kindergarten!

Students’ Success  

Starts in the Home
You probably know that a student’s academic success 

is affected by many factors. When it comes to achieve-
ment, activities outside the classroom, especially at 
home, can be just as influential as what happens inside 
the classroom.

Following the five important areas to emphasize to 
ensure the success of your children.
• Establish a daily routine by providing a quiet time 

and place for your children to study. Be firm about 
bedtimes so the child is well-rested and alert in the 
classroom. Having dinner together as a family is also 
important, because it gives you an opportunity to talk 
about your children’s daily school activities, projects 
and expectations. Encourage communication through 
conversation and questioning.

• Monitor your children’s extracurricular activities 
closely. Whenever possible, arrange specific after-
school activities or supervised care, always monitor 
television watching, and install computer software to 
block inappropriate websites. Also be mindful of video 
game content. If you can’t be home right after school, 
call or email frequently to check in with your children, 
or have a trusted neighbor, relative or friend stop by. 
Search out after-school programs and association 
activities that could serve as alternatives for children 
going home alone after school.

• Reading books, magazines, and newspapers and 
talking about what is learned from them is another 
important aspect to pursue at home. Discussing cur-
rent events and/or the day’s activities is a good habit to 
develop. Tell stories, share problems, and write letters, 
notes and messages to one another. These types of com-
munication bring families closer together, especially 
today, when everyone is busy with his or her own 
individual activities and commitments.

• Stay in touch with teachers and school staff, and 
express sincere interest in your children’s progress at 
school. Work together with your children’s teachers 
to set age-appropriate goals and standards, and to 
recognize and promote special talents. Compliment 
your children and share school success stories with 
family and friends.

• Be a positive role model. Demonstrate ways that 
achievement relates to hard work and dedication. 
Discuss the value of a good education to possible career 
options, and explore ways your children can turn their 
true interests into satisfying career possibilities.

A Mural in the Making

Over the past few weeks of school, Miss Blake 
and some of her art students have been con-
structing a mural in the 5th and 6th grade wing.  
This mural is inspired by a painting from the 
Teaching Tolerance magazine and represents 
a sense of community and unity. This project 
requires an intricate hand and everyone has been 
working carefully. We will keep you posted!
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7th GRADE

High Honor
Thomas Foster
Crystal Hayner

Cashmire Jackson Jenkins
Jordan Lidell 
Jessica Ossont

Madeleine Plummer
Jennifer Rhoades

Honor
Aspen Allen

JulieAnne Elwood
Miranda Elwood
Angel Horvath

Justine Neal
Joseph Puccio

Samantha Selinsky
Merit

Jonathan Bower
Matthew Collins

Dakota Kelly
Jonathan Liuzzo 

Christopher O’Hara
Austin Reynolds

Connor Smith
Colby VanVoorhis

Danielle Witt
8th GRADE

High Honor
Kesshia DeLee
Lauren Harris
Amanda Korb

Elizabeth Morse
Elyse Petersen

Honor 
Tyler Armstrong 

Hayley Brown
Madeline Davies

Nicholas DeRochie
Susan Graham 

Dustin Marshall
Briana Parshall
Alexis Pierson
Peter Robinson

Carly Stone

Merit
Benjamin Brown

Karl Cortez
Lucas Cummings

Tyler Garey 
Jonathan Lyon 

Courtney Pittsley
Gaven Plummer

9th GRADE

High Honor
Rachael Harris

Esther Lyon
Kayleena Manwarren

Trevor Marston
Karalee Mikula
Amber Monroe

Aletha Mott
Chantal Stith

Honor
Allyzza Agren
Dillon Clapp

Kaitlyne Davis
Kayla DeLee

Kenneth Elwood
Sydni Hamlin

Brandon Huntley
Andrew Loomis
Karalee Mikula
Zackary Muller

Nikole Olin
Hope Reynolds
Emily Scanlon
Dalton Stone

Eva Stone
Howard Straight

Megan Strong
Merit

Gregory DeRochie
Brandon Fowler
Shawn LaFlair

Ashley Pitts
Brenton Rasmussen

Minnie Rhoades
Michael Witt

10th GRADE

High Honor
Logan Carsten
Angela Graves
Michael Larkin
Jessica Loomis
Cody Morgan

Kara Quick
Elisabeth Reichard

Corey Stone 
Honor

Kyleigh Bassett
Charles Bishop
Marina Brown

Jacob Cross
Joshua Cross

Crystal Hillman
Alan Lewis

Gabrielle Lyon
Nathan MacLaury

Bethany Mason
Desiree Mesko
Adam Monroe
Bradley Moyer

Elyse Roalef
Nicole Sawyer

Autumn Sergent
Leah Strong
Kayla Thorp

Merit
Shalei Gardner

Katherine Gieger
Shelby Hillman 
Amanda Jaycox

Jefferey Witt

11th GRADE

High Honor
Douglas Day

Jacob DeRochie
Karl Graham

Bethany Lewis
Honor

Jessica Bencke
Dustin Davis

Kimberly DeVinne
Bianca Kelly
Robert Kelly

Dalton Marshall
Erich Petersen
Brittany Seager
Nathan Stark
Jenna Wood

Merit
Stephen Beesmer 

Lana Centner
Benjamin Davis
Coleman Ellis
Robert Heintz

Angie Marshall 
Zachary Rowland 

12th GRADE

High Honor
Daniel Larkin

Christian McAuley
Taylor Monroe

Christopher Neal
Naomi Reichard

Nathan Thorp
Honor

Travis Littler
Brian ManWarren

Chase Marston
Michael Sawyer
Robert Swayze

Merit
Teresa Carver
Ryan Mason

Weylin Schloth

High School Third Marking Period Honor Roll

Great 
Job!
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Order Today!

Reserve Your Elementary 

Yearbook Now!
K-6 Yearbooks are now $25 (includes 8% sales tax). 

Full payment is requred at the time of order. If you 
do not pre-order we cannot guarantee you a book.

All reservations will be conducted through the High 
School. To order books please complete the form below, 
detach, and mail to:

Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
Otselic Valley Central School

P.O. Box 161
South Otselic, New York 13155

The number of books available is limited so reserve 
your book TODAY!

Elementary Yearbook  

Sale Order Form
Please Print Clearly

Reserve Your High School 

Yearbook Now!
7-12 Yearbooks are now $60. A $20 deposit reserves 

your copy. If you do not pre-order, we cannot guar-
antee you a book.

The balance must be paid in full by May 1 or your 
reservation will be canceled. All reservations will be 
conducted through the High School. To order books 
please complete the form below, detach, and mail to:

Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
Otselic Valley Central School

P.O. Box 161
South Otselic, New York 13155

The number of books available is limited so reserve 
your book TODAY!
NEW! Order online at www.ovcs.org/yearbook

Name of person receiving/picking up book:
 __________________________________________

Deliver to:   Elementary   High School 

Teacher (elem. only): ________________________
 

Amount enclosed $ _________________________
(Please make checks payable to OVCS Yearbook. 

Do not send cash through the mail.)

Address for receipt: ________________________
 __________________________________________
 __________________________________________

High School Yearbook

Sale Order Form
Please Print Clearly

Name of person receiving/picking up book:
 __________________________________________

Deliver to:   Elementary   High School 

Teacher (elem. only): ________________________

SENIORS ONLY: Name Stamp $6 (due with  
deposit) Sorry, no nicknames.
Name: ____________________________________

 
Amount enclosed $ _________________________

(Please make checks payable to OVCS Yearbook. 
Do not send cash through the mail.)

Address for receipt: ________________________
 __________________________________________
 __________________________________________
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OTSELIC VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL
Georgetown, New York 13072

South Otselic, New York 13155

Board Members
David Cruikshank, President

Dale Fox, Vice President

Gregory Brown

Douglas Evans

Terri Hammond

Gail Evans Burpee, District Clerk

“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”

Contact person: 
Lawrence A. Thomas, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

CURRENT RESIDENT OR

ECRWSS
BOXHOLDER

Otselic Valley Drama Club
to present

AIDA
School Edition
April 9 and 10 • 7:30 p.m.

Otselic Valley High School, MPR

ELTON JOHN AND TIM RICE’S AIDA SCHOOL EDITION 
is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre 
International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are 

also supplied by MTI. 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019
Phone: 212-541-4684 Fax: 212-397-4684 www.MTIShows.com

A Visit from  

Dustin Warburton
On Tuesday, December 8, 

Otsel ic  Val ley welcomed 
author Dust in Warburton 
to the Elementary and High 
School Libraries. Dustin, a 
graduate of Oxford High 

School and a former competitive snowboarder, has 
written several young adult horror novels as well as 
a picture book.

Dustin spoke to 3rd-6th and 8th-9th grade students 
about his path to becoming an author, his life as a 
teacher in Vermont, and his struggles and inspiration 
as a writer. Dustin also shared about his recent foray 
into scriptwriting and his trips to Hollywood to work 
with a well-known film director. Perhaps we’ll see 
Dustin’s work on the big screen one day! 

Calendar of Events
February

 1 No School—Staff Development Day
 4 Athletic Booster Club Mtg., HS
 5 7-12 Report Cards Mailed
 15 No School—President’s Day
 16 No School—Winter Recess
 17 Board of Education Meeting, Gym, 7:30 p.m.


