
AGRI CULTURE COUNTS

S UBJ ECTS : Language Ar t s , S ocial S t udies , Mat h, S cience

S TUDENT S KI LL: (LA) The s t udent  will wr it e  a r ef lect ive  paper

t hat  expr esses t he  individual’s  insight  int o condit ions or

sit uat ions; The s t udent  will use  pr ior  exper ience and cont ext  t o

analyze  and explain mult iple  meaning wor ds. (S S )The st udent  will

int er pr e t  inf or mat ion f r om a br oad se lect ion of  r esear ch

mat er ials . (Mat h) The s t udent  will collect , or ganize  and int er pr e t

dat a t o solve  pr oblems. (S cience)The s t udent  will int er pr e t  dat a

t ables .

OBJ ECTI VE: The s t udent  will pr ewr it e , dr af t , wr it e , r evise  and

edit  an essay on t he  t opic “Agr icult ur e  Count s .”

BACKGROUND

Can you count  t he  ways agr icult ur e  t ouches your  lif e? When

you wake up in t he  mor ning, you’r e  lying on cot t on sheet s . You

swing your  f eet  ont o a wood f loor , a r ug made f r om t he  wool of  a

sheep, or  f loor ing made f r om linseed or  soybean oil. The soap you

use  in t he  shower  cont ains t allow (a bypr oduct  of  t he  beef

indust r y), or  cot t onseed oil or  lanolin (a kind of  oil f r om t he  wool

of  sheep). The t owel you dr y of f  wit h and t he  j eans and T-shir t

you put  on ar e  made f r om cot t on. You’ve alr eady used dozens of

agr icult ur al pr oduct s , and you haven’t  even s t ar t ed eat ing.

You get  on your  bike  and r ide  on t ir es  r e inf or ced wit h cot t on

f iber s . When you get  t o t he  classr oom, you open a book held

t oget her  wit h glue  made f r om t he  hide  and hair  of  a cow or  a pig

and pr int ed wit h pr int er ’s  ink made f r om soybeans.

Af t er  school you might  play baseball wit h a wooden bat  and a

glove made f r om t he  hide  of  a cow. Your  baseball is  made f r om

wool yar n wound ar ound a cor k or  r ubber  cor e  and cover ed wit h

t he  hide  of  a cow.

Agr icult ur e  f eeds us, clot hes us , shelt er s  us , helps us  get

ar ound, helps us  play and keeps us clean and well-gr oomed. I t

car es  f or  us  when we ar e  s ick or  injur ed, t oo. I nsulin f or

diabet ics  is  made f r om a chemical pr oduced by t he  pancr eas in

swine and beef  animals , and pig skin is  used in skin gr af t s  f or

bur n vict ims. Milk pr ot e ins help make bandaids s t ick.

And all of  t hese  pr oduct s  ar e  made f r om r aw mat er ials
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pr oduced r ight  her e  in Oklahoma. Agr icult ur e  is  second only t o

t he  oil and gas indust r y in it s  cont r ibut ion t o our  economy.

Oklahoma r anks number  one nat ionally in t he  pr oduct ion of  r ye ,

number  t hr ee  in t he  pr oduct ion of  wint er  wheat  and number  f ive

in t he  pr oduct ion of  cat t le  and calves and pecans. I n most  year s

t he  populat ion of  cat t le  and calves in Oklahoma is  over  5  million,

cont r ibut ing near ly $ 2  billion t o our  s t at e’s  economy. We had 2 .3

million hogs and pr ocessed 1.2  billion pounds of  por k in 2001.

Oklahoma sheep gr ower s shear ed 55 ,000  sheep and pr oduced

275,000 pounds of  wool, valued at  about  $ 2  million.

Oklahoma has 44  million acr es  of  land. Over  10 .5  million acr es

of  t hat  is  plant ed in cr ops. I n 2000 6 .1 million acr es  wer e  plant ed

in wint er  wheat , yie lding 143  million bushels  of  wheat  and adding

$ 344 million t o t he  Oklahoma economy. Our  pecan cr op added $ 7

million t o t he  economy and our  wat er melons and peaches each

br ought  in about  $ 5  million each. Oklahoma cot t on f ie lds  pr oduce

122,000 bales  of  cot t on, and t he  f or est r y indust r y plant s  over

40 ,000  acr es  of  new t r ees ever y year .

You can count  on Oklahoma agr icult ur e—t o keep on f eeding and

clot hing us—and f or  so much mor e .

ACTI VI TY

1. Ask st udent s  what  it  means t o say t hat  somet hing “count s .”

Accept  all r easonable  answer s and examples. Have s t udent s

look up t he  wor d in a dict ionar y and t ake  t ur ns r eading t he

dif f er ent  meanings. Which meaning applies  t o t his  usage of  t he

wor d? Ask st udent s  t o lis t  some ot her  wor ds t hat  expr ess

similar  meaning, e .g., “is  s ignif icant ,” “is  impor t ant .” 

2 . Wr it e  t he  phr ase  “You can count  on me.” on t he  chalkboar d.

What  does t he  wor d “count ” mean in t he  cont ext  of  t hat

sent ence? Have s t udent s  f ind t he  appr opr iat e  dict ionar y

def init ion. What  ar e  some synonyms f or  “count  on” in t hat

inst ance. (depend, r e ly, t r ust )

3 . S har e  backgr ound inf or mat ion, t hen lead a discussion in which

st udent s  lis t  all t he  ways t hey count on agr icult ur al pr oduct s

in a t ypical day and why agr icult ur e  count s in t heir  lives.

4 . Hand out  copies  of  char t  B, and divide  s t udent s  int o

br ainst or ming gr oups t o pr epar e  f or  wr it ing essays on t he

t opic “Agr icult ur e  Count s .”

5 . Review t he  r ules  f or  essay wr it ing in Char t  D, and have

st udent s  wr it e  300- 500-wor d essays on t he  t opic “Agr icult ur e

Count s .”

VOCABULARY

count

agr icult ur e

t allow

linseed oil

soybean

lanolin

pr oduct

commodit y

insulin

diabet ic

pancr eas

skin gr af t

r aw mat er ials

economy

pr oduct ion
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3ADDI TI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES

1. Have s t udent s  answer  t he  quest ions at  t he  bot t om of  Char t  A,

“2002 Oklahoma Agr icult ur al Commodit ies” char t . Have s t udent s

design gr aphs r epr esent ing t he  s t at is t ics  on t he  char t .

2 . Have s t udent s  check t he  labels  of  pr oduct s  in t heir  homes f or

r ef er ences t o Oklahoma agr icult ur al commodit ies  as  ingr edient s .

Make a class  lis t  of  t heir  f indings.

3 . Have each s t udent  se lect  one of  t he  pr oduct s  lis t ed on Char t  B

and r esear ch t o f ind as  much inf or mat ion as  possible  about  how

t he pr oduct  was made, beginning wit h r aw mat er ials .

4 . Have s t udent s  f igur e  per cent ages based on number s  in t he

backgr ound mat er ial, e .g.,”What  per cent age of  Oklahoma land is

plant ed in cr ops if  we have 44  million acr es  of  land and 10 .5

million is  plant ed in cr ops?” “What  per cent age of  cr op land is

plant ed in wint er  wheat  if  we have 6 .1 million acr es  plant ed in

wint er  wheat ?”



Agr icult ur e  Count s A

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Pr oduced by Oklahoma Cooper at ive  Ext ension S er vice , Division of  Agr icult ur al S ciences and Nat ur al Resour ces, OS U,  in

cooper at ion wit h t he  Oklahoma Depar t ment  of  Agr icult ur e , Food, and For est r y and t he  Oklahoma S t at e  Depar t ment  of

Educat ion, 2003

2002 Top Oklahoma Agr icult ur al Commodit ies

1. Add t he  cor r ect  number  of  zer oes t o t he  2002 cash r eceipt s  t o show t hem 

as millions.

2 . Which Oklahoma commodit y is  r anked number  8  nat ionally? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Which is  r anked number  1?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

3. What  ar e  Oklahoma’s t op f ive  cr ops?

Oklahoma Rank Nat ional Rank Commodit y 2002 Cash Receipt s

(in millions)

1 5 Cat t le  & Calves $ 1,872

2 15 Poult r y & Eggs $ 414

3 8 Hogs & Pigs $ 378

4 3 Wint er  Wheat $ 314

5 9 For est  Pr oduct s $ 200

6 29 Milk Pr oduct s $ 173

7 19 All Hay $ 159

8 N/ A Gr eenhouse/ Nur ser y $ 124

9 12 Cot t on Lint  & S eed $ 42

10 26 Cor n $ 41

11 6 Gr ain S or ghum $ 32

12 23 S oybeans $ 31

13 12 Hor ses $ 30

14 6 Peanut s $ 27

15 N/ A S od Pr oduct ion $ 22

16 32 Veget ables $ 19

17 5 Pecans $ 5

18 12 Wat er melons $ 5  

19  1 Rye $ 4

20 17  Peaches $ 3  

21 28 S heep & Wool $ 2



Agr icult ur e  Count s B

Pr oduced by Oklahoma Cooper at ive  Ext ension S er vice , Division of  Agr icult ur al S ciences and Nat ur al Resour ces, OS U,  in

cooper at ion wit h t he  Oklahoma Depar t ment  of  Agr icult ur e  and t he  Oklahoma S t at e  Depar t ment  of  Educat ion, 2003.

Cat t le  & Calves hambur ger s , glue  f or  book binding, chalk, leat her  f or  ball gloves,

baseballs , basket balls , shoes, chewing gum, cr ayons, piano keys

Hogs & Pigs pepper oni pizza, medicine , lipst ick, gloves. but t ons, makeup,

chalk, cr ayons, f loor ing, dishes, hair  br ushes, spor t  gloves

Poult r y & Eggs omelet s , chicken st r ips , t ur key, pillows, bedding, cowboy boot s ,

belt s , shampoo, cakes, cookies . disposable  diaper s

Wint er  Wheat br ead, cookies , cake, br eakf ast  cer eal, pizza, building mat er ials ,

baby powder , soccer  balls , biodegr adable  r epor t  car ds

Milk Pr oduct ion ice  cr eam, cheese , adhesive  used in bandaids, medicine , yogur t ,

pudding, chocolat e  milk, nachos

For est  Pr oduct s pencils , paper , t oile t  paper , f ur nit ur e , building mat er ials , books,

phot o f ilm, newspaper , ping pong balls , t oile t  seat s , guit ar s

Peanut s peanut  but t er , candy bar s , cooking oil, wallboar d, kit t y lit t er ,

paper , bleach, shaving cr eam, f ace  cr eam, soap, f loor ing, makeup

Cot t on Lint  & S eed j eans, T-shir t s , t ir es , air plane seat s , hot  air  balloons, f ir ewor ks,

mat t r esses , cir cus t ent s , under wear , socks, sheet s , t owels , 

Cor n cor n chips, t acos, bat t er ies , f eed f or  livest ock, disposable

diaper s , f loor  mat s , sof t  dr inks

S oybeans soy sauce, candy bar s , veget able  oil, pr int er ’s  ink, t ir es , car

par t s , makeup, cr ayons, f loor ing

S heep & Wool sweat er s , baseballs , lot ions, car pet , hat s , inst r ument  s t r ings,

dice , candles , wallpaper , det er gent s

Agr icult ur al Pr oduct s  made f r om Oklahoma Commodit ies



Agr icult ur e  Count s C

VOCABULARY

count —To have impor t ance; To r e ly on or  depend on.

agricult ure—The science, ar t , and business  of  cult ivat ing soil, pr oducing cr ops, and

r ais ing livest ock; f ar ming.

t allow—A mixt ur e  of  t he  whit ish, t ast e less  solid or  har d f at  obt ained f r om par t s  of  t he

bodies  of  cat t le , sheep or  hor ses  and used in edibles  or  t o make candles , leat her

dr essing, soap and lubr icant s .

linseed oil— A yellowish oil ext r act ed f r om t he  seeds of  f lax and used as  a dr ying oil in

paint s  and var nishes and in linoleum, pr int ing inks and synt het ic r esins .

soybean—A leguminous Asiat ic plant , widely cult ivat ed f or  f or age and soil impr ovement

and f or  it s  nut r it ious edible  seeds.

lanolin—A yellowish-whit e  f at t y subst ance obt ained f r om wool and used in soaps,

cosmet ics , and oint ment s .

product —S omet hing pr oduced by human or  mechanical ef f or t  or  by a nat ur al pr ocess .

commodit y—An ar t icle  of  t r ade  or  commer ce, especially an agr icult ur al or  mining

pr oduct  t hat  can be  pr ocessed and r esold.

insulin—A pr epar at ion der ived f r om t he  pancr eas of  a pig or  t he  ox f or  use  in t he

medical t r eat ment  of  diabet es . I nsulin is  also pr oduced in t he  pancr eas of  humans.

diabet ic—A disease  caused by a disor der  of  t he  pit uit ar y gland.

pancreas—A long, sof t , ir r egular ly shaped gland lying behind t he  s t omach t hat  secr e t es

pancr eat ic j uices  and pr oduces insulin t hat  is  t aken up by t he  blood st r eam.

skin graf t —To sur gically t r ansplant  or  implant  skin int o a bodily par t  t o compensat e  f or

a def ect .

raw mat erials—Unpr ocessed nat ur al pr oduct s  used in manuf act ur e .

economy—The management  of  t he  r esour ces of  a count r y, communit y or  business .

product ion—The act  or  pr ocess  of  cr eat ing somet hing by ment al or  physical ef f or t .



OPENI NG PARAGRAPH

The f ir s t  par agr aph int r oduces t he

r eader  t o t he  t opic of  t he  essay

(“Agr icult ur e  Count s”). This  is  wher e

t he  wr it er  gr abs t he  r eader ’s

at t ent ion. Af t er  int r oducing t he

t opic, t he  wr it er  also int r oduces

t hr ee  subt opics  t hat  suppor t  t he

t hesis  s t at ement . Bet ween t his

par agr aph and all par agr aphs of  t he

essay, t her e  needs t o be  some kind of

a t r ansit ion wor d, phr ase , or

sent ence.

S UPPORTI NG PARAGRAPHS

The second t hr ough f our t h

par agr aphs r est at e  t he  subt opics , and

pr ovide  t hr ee  or  mor e  suppor t ing

sent ences f or  each subt opic.

CONCLUDI NG PARAGRAPH

The f if t h and last  par agr aph r est at es  t he  main t hesis  idea and r eminds t he  r eader

of  t he  t hr ee  main suppor t ing ideas t hat  wer e  developed. All of  t hese  par agr aphs ar e

impor t ant .

Agr icult ur e  Count s D

Pr oduced by Oklahoma Cooper at ive  Ext ension S er vice , Division of  Agr icult ur al S ciences and Nat ur al Resour ces, OS U,  in

cooper at ion wit h t he  Oklahoma Depar t ment  of  Agr icult ur e  and t he  Oklahoma S t at e  Depar t ment  of  Educat ion, 2003..

Give your  essay a hand


