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School Boundaries: School 

provides clear rules and 

consequences. 
 
 

Did you know 44% of St. Louis Park 

young people say their school provides 

clear rules and consequences?  Explicit 

school boundaries show what is needed in 

order to have respectful relationships 

conducive to a positive environment. If 

rules are not consistency enforced, 

students won’t think they are a priority. 
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REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT  

Promote an open governmental system that is 

representative, accountable and responsive.  

 

Voting Rights  

Citizen’s Right to Vote. Protect the right of all citizens 

to vote; encourage all citizens to vote.  

 

DC Self-Government and Full Voting Repre-sentation. 

Secure for the citizens of the District of Columbia the 

rights of self-government and full voting 

representation in both houses of Congress.  

 

Election Process  

Apportionment. Support apportionment of 

congressional districts and elected legislative bodies at 

all levels of government based substantially on 

population.  

 

Campaign Finance. Improve methods of financing 

political campaigns in order to ensure the public’s 

right to know, combat corruption and undue 

influence, enable candidates to compete more 

equitably for public office and promote citizen 

participation in the political process.  

 

Selection of the President. Promote the election of 

the President and Vice-President by direct-popular-

vote. Support uniform national voting qualifications 

and procedures for presidential elections. Support 

efforts to provide voters with sufficient information 

about candidates.  

 

Citizen Rights  

Citizen’s Right to Know/Citizen Participation. Protect 

the citizen’s right to know and facilitate citizen 

participation in government decision-making. 

 

Individual Liberties. Oppose major threats to basic 

constitutional rights.  

Public Policy on Reproductive Choices. Protect the 

constitutional right of privacy of the individual to 

make reproductive choices.  

 

Congress and the Presidency  

Congress. Support responsive legislative processes 

characterized by accountability, representativeness, 

decision making capability and effective performance.  

 

The Presidency. Promote a dynamic balance of power 

between the executive and legislative branches within 

the framework set by the Constitution.  

 

Privatization Ensure transparency, accountability, 

positive community impact and preservation of the 

common good when considering the transfer of 

governmental services, assets and/or functions to the 

private sector.  

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

Promote peace in an interdependent world by 

working cooperatively with other nations and 

strengthening international organizations.  

 

United Nations Support a strong, effective United 

Nations to promote international peace and security 

and to address the social, economic and humanitarian 

needs of all people.  

 

Trade Support U.S. trade policies that reduce trade 

barriers, expand international trade and advance the 

achievement of humanitarian, environmental and 

social goals.  

 

U.S. Relations with Developing Countries. 

Promote U.S. policies that meet long-term social and 

economic needs of developing countries.  
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Arms Control Reduce the risk of war through support 

of arms control measures.  

 

Military Policy and Defense Spending Work to 

limit reliance on military force. Examine defense 

spending in the context of total national needs. 

 

NATURAL RESOURCES  

Promote an environment beneficial to life 

through the protection and wise management of 

natural resources in the public interest.  

 

Natural Resources Promote the management of 

natural resources as interrelated parts of life-

supporting ecosystems.  

 

Resource Management Promote resource 

conservation, stewardship and long-range planning, 

with the responsibility for managing natural resources 

shared by all levels of government.  

 

Environmental Protection and Pollution Control 

Preserve the physical, chemical and biological integrity 

of the ecosystem, with maximum protection of public 

health and the environment.  

 

Air Quality. Promote measures to reduce pollution 

from mobile and stationary sources. 

 

Energy. Support environmentally sound policies that 

reduce energy growth rates, emphasize energy 

conservation and encourage the use of renewable 

resources. Land Use. Promote policies that manage 

land as a finite resource and that incorporate 

principles of stewardship.  

 

Water Resources. Support measures to reduce 

pollution in order to protect surface water, 

groundwater and drinking water.  

Waste Management. Promote policies to reduce the 

generation and promote the reuse and recycling of 

solid and hazardous wastes.  

 

Nuclear Issues. Promote the maximum protection of 

public health and safety and the environment.  

 

Public Participation  

Promote public understanding and participation in 

decision making as essential elements of responsible 

and responsive management of our natural resources.  

 

Agriculture Policy  

Promote adequate supplies of food and fiber at 

reasonable prices to consumers and support 

economically viable farms, environmentally sound 

farm practices and increased reliance on the free 

market.  

 

SOCIAL POLICY  

Secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all. 

Promote social and economic justice and the 

health and safety of all Americans.  

 

Equality of Opportunity  

Equal Rights. Support ratification of the Equal Rights 

Amendment and efforts to bring laws into compliance 

with the goals of the ERA.  

Education, Employment and Housing. Support equal 

access to education, employment and housing.  

Federal Role in Public Education. Support federal 

policies that provide an equitable, quality public 

education for all children pre-K through grade 12.  

 

Fiscal Policy  

Tax Policy. Support adequate and flexible funding of 

federal government programs through an equitable 

tax system that is progressive overall and that relies 

primarily on a broad-based income tax.  

 

Federal Deficit. Promote responsible deficit policies.  

 

Funding of Entitlements. Support a federal role in 

providing mandatory, universal, old-age, survivors, 

disability and health insurance.  
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Health Care  

Promote a health care system for the United States 

that provides access to a basic level of quality care for 

all U.S. residents and controls health care costs.  

 

Immigration  

Promote reunification of immediate families; meet the 

economic, business and employment needs of the 

United States; be responsive to those facing political 

persecution or humanitarian crises; and provide for 

student visas. Ensure fair treatment under the law for 

all persons. In transition to a reformed system, 

support provisions for unauthorized immigrants 

already in the country to earn legal status.  

 

Meeting Basic Human Needs  

Support programs and policies to prevent or reduce 

poverty and to promote self-sufficiency for 

individuals and families.  

 

Income Assistance. Support income assistance 

programs, based on need, that provide decent, 

adequate standards for food, clothing and shelter. 

Support Services. Provide essential support services.  

 

Housing Supply. Support policies to provide a decent 

home and a suitable living environment for every 

American family.  

 

Child Care  

Support programs and policies to expand the supply of 

affordable, quality child care for all who need it.  

 

Early Intervention for Children at Risk Support 

policies and programs that promote the well4 being, 

development and safety of all children.  

 

Violence Prevention Support violence prevention 

programs in communities.  

 

Gun Control Protect the health and safety of citizens 

through limiting the accessibility and regulating the 

ownership of handguns and semi-automatic weapons. 

Support regulation of firearms for consumer safety.  

 

Urban Policy Promote the economic health of cities 

and improve the quality of urban life.  

 

Death Penalty The LWVUS supports abolition of the 

death penalty.  

 

Sentencing Policy The LWVUS believes alternatives 

to imprisonment should be explored and utilized, 

taking into consideration the circumstances and 

nature of the crime. The LWVUS opposes mandatory 

minimum sentences for drug offenses. Whatever the 

issue, the League believes that efficient and 

economical government requires competent 

personnel, the clear assignment of responsibilities, 

adequate financing, coordination among levels of 

government, effective enforcement and well defined 

channels for citizen input and review.
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GOVERNMENT  
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• Support the city of St. Louis Park in developing a long-range plan for hiring and 

promoting qualified persons of diversity at all levels of city government services. (1993)  

• Support St. Louis Park elected officials, civic groups and community leaders in 

collaborating to develop a long range plan for the city to use in solving problems related 

to communication between diverse groups, public safety, racism, violence, and 

maintaining neighborhoods. (1993) 

  

Initiative and Referendum  

• Support of the continuation of legislative initiative and compulsory voter referendum on 

constitutional amendment; opposition to most forms of voter initiative and referendum on 

statutes.  

• Opposition to recall by voters of members of the Legislature and state constitutional 

officers. 

• Support of strict procedural limits on any process of initiative.  

 

Details  

Support of:  
1. The continued initiation of constitutional amendments by the legislative branch; 

opposition to all forms of voter initiative of such amendments (direct, indirect or 

advisory).  

2. The continuation of compulsory voter referendum on constitutional amendments.  

3. Strict procedural limits on any form of initiative, referendum or recall considered or 

adopted in Minnesota, including restrictions on:   

a. Time span for collecting signatures.  

b. Eligibility requirements for persons signing and collecting petitions.  

c. Percentage of signatures required, geographic distribution of signers, and 

verification of signatures.  

d. Size of vote required for passage.  

e. Procedure for repeal or amendment of a successful initiative or referendum.  

f. Contributions to and spending for ballot issue campaigns.  

Opposition to:  
1. Direct initiative and advisory initiative on statutes, no agreement on indirect initiative on 

statutes.  

2.  Optional and compulsory referendum on statutes; no agreement  on petition referendum 

statutes.  

3.  Voter recall of members of the Legislature and state constitutional officers; no agreement 

on voter recall of judges or appointed officials. (2002)  
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EDUCATION  

ESL Programs  

• Support the ESL (English as a Second Language) program.  Support additional funding 

for the ESL program. Support increases in the following if additional funding becomes 

available: Books, workbooks, reference materials, computer discs, teachers, and 

paraprofessionals.  Support adequate space for the ESL program. The League does not 

support cutbacks in the funding for the ESL program. (1990)  

 

Diversity  

• Support St. Louis Park School District 283 in being pro-active in working to ensure that 

students and school personnel understand the increasing diversity of the students. (1993)  

• Support the teaching of history, culture, literature and arts of African-Americans, Asian 

Americans, Hispanic- Americans and Native-Americans on an ongoing and 

comprehensive basis. (1993).  

• Support the development of a long range, pro-active plan to hire qualified persons of 

diversity, and that it uses the assistance of its present minority personnel in doing this. 

(1993)  

 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Recycling  

• Support the expansion of recycling of solid waste, including plastics.  (1987). 

• Support policies that promote and protect environmental quality. (1973) (1979).  

 

SOCIAL POLICY  

Domestic Abuse  

• Support mandatory arrest of the offender as part of the stated policy and guidelines that 

police must follow. (1988)  

• Support the handling of domestic abuse cases in criminal court. (1988)  

• Support an intervention/advocacy program in St. Louis Park. (1988)  

• Support funding of advocacy and intervention programs through a combination of private 

and public funds. (1988)  

 

Prevention of Violence  
Support for violence prevention programs in our community.  

1. Educational programs that emphasize self-esteem, healthy sexuality, problem solving, 

positive expression of emotions, nonviolent conflict resolution, and respect for others to 

prevent violent behavior. This would include support for:  

a. Government-sponsored parenting and early childhood classes.  

 b. Local or state government mandating or encouraging such education programs in 

school curricula.  

c. Use of public money to train teachers and administrators to use nonviolence 

curricula.  
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 d. Training for childcare providers.  

2. A requirement that adult educators, including coaches, participate in prevention of sexual 

harassment and violence education programs and that public money is provided for 

adequate training.  

3. The use of public money for a stateside public information and communication campaign 

designed to prevent violent and sexually violent behavior; i.e. to promote healthy 

sexuality, nonviolent conflict resolution, and gender and race equality.   

4. Efforts by state and local government to develop and coordinate programs dealing with 

primary prevention of violence.  

5. Allocation of public monies in governmental programs to combat violence through 

reducing substance abuse and poverty, and by identifying and responding to individuals 

who have been violent or are at risk for violent behavior.  

6. The following social institutions taking an active role in preventing violent behavior:  

 a. Religious community  

 b. Business community   

 c. Legal community  

 d. Medical community  

 e. Media, civic and recreation community  

7. Efforts to encourage the media industry to exercise self-restraint in the promotion of 

violence.  

8. Efforts to encourage the pornography industry to exercise self-restraint in the promotion 

of sexually violent pornography. (1991).  

 

Family Services  

• Support a one-stop-shop office for coordinating family services. (1995)  

• Support computerization of the services to simplify distribution of information and to 

eliminate duplication. (1995)  

• Support a program to supplement the public bus system. (1995)  

 

CONTINUING STUDIES  

• Study revisions of the St. Louis Park City Charter.  

• Study revisions of the St. Louis Park Comprehensive Plan.   

• Study housing opportunities in St. Louis Park to meet future needs of the community.  

 

1. TRANSLATING LOCAL LEAGUE POSITIONS INTO ACTION 

Informal action begins with every member spreading interest and information in an ever-

widening circle, starting with family, friends and neighbors.  In addition, we can take action 

by carrying this information into the community through other organizations to which we 

belong.  Supporting legislation, which furthers League’s Program, by contacting our 

legislators is another important action to take.  No one should speak or write letters for the 

League without first checking with the President. 
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1. The administration’s perspective on the key agricultural policy issues that need to be addressed in 2013 as 

reported in Challenges and Opportunities in U.S. Agriculture (Chapter 8 of the Economic Report of the President- 

2013). The Committee considers it an excellent introductory document offering background on such topics as the 
role of agriculture in the U.S. economy, structural changes that have taken place since the 1920s, the 
development of new markets (e.g., organic, local), the contribution of research and development to productivity 
growth, agriculture in world trade, and the challenges of agricultural risk management. The document can be 
downloaded in PDF using the following link: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/ERP-2013/ERP-2013-
chapter8/content-detail.html  

2. Union of Concerned Scientists policy brief entitled The Healthy Farm: A Vision for U.S. Agriculture.  We selected 
this report because it looks at farming from a variety of perspectives (production, economics, and environment) 
and a variety of farming systems (industrial, conventional, organic, etc.), offering examples of technologies and 
management practices able to contribute to the UCS vision of a healthy farm. The report contains many useful 
references and links. http://www.ucsusa.org/assets/documents/food_and_agriculture/The-Healthy-Farm-A-
Vision-for-US-Agriculture.pdf  

3. Short article from Scientific America entitled Will Organic Fail to Feed the World? The article presents a summary 
of a recent analysis of 66 studies comparing conventional and organic methods for 34 different crop species. 
There are numerous live links providing definitions of terms and additional reading. 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=organic-farming-yields-and-feeding-the-world-under-climate-
change&page=2  

�
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LWV Minnesota 

GEARING UP FOR ELECTION DAY 2014, TERRY KALIL, VOTER SERVICE CHAIR 
 

Happy New Year! Election Day 2014 may be a whole winter, spring, summer and beautiful autumn away, 
but it’s not too early to plan your local LWV’s Voter Service activities for the coming months.  
 
Creating a detailed 2014 calendar of events, including training opportunities, election activities and your 
committee’s work to engage and educate voters before the November 4, 2014 General Election is an 
excellent starting point and a valuable tool in recruiting volunteers.  
 
This mid-term election will include races for many federal, state and local offices, including: 
 US Senate  US Representative Governor & Lt. Governor  
 Secretary of State State Auditor Attorney General 
 MN House of Representatives County Commissioners County Offices  
 Municipal Offices School Boards Townships 
 
Here’s a recap of the key 2014 dates (from sos.state.mn.us) and suggested activities to get your calendar 
started: 

Date Election Activity Your Local LWV Activity 

February 4, 2014 Precinct Caucuses Attend, listen, learn 

May 20, 2014 Filing Period Opens for State and General 
Elections, along with municipal/school 
district elections where a primary is 
possible 

Candidate forum planning complete, 
moderators trained, volunteers recruited 

June 3, 2014 Filing Period Closes for races with primary 
elections 

Send “save the date” announcements for 
candidate forums 

July 29, 2014 Filing Period Opens for municipal/school 
district elections with no primary 

Register voters, help with voter registration 
at citizenship ceremonies 

August 12, 2014 Filing Period Closes for races without 
primary elections 

Host candidate forums 

August 12, 2014 Minnesota Primary Election Day Serve as election judge, transport voters to 
polls 

November 4, 
2014 

Election Day Serve as election judge, transport voters to 
polls 

 
To help your local LWV prepare for Election Day 2014, training opportunities for new and experienced 
moderators will be announced early in the year. If you have a specific training need or would like to host 
a Candidate Forum & Moderator workshop, please contact Terry Kalil, Voter Service Chair at 
tkalil@arvig.net or 218 341-0452.  
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Study Shows We Can Recycle and Compost More 
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Name (Family Member #1):             

    
Name (Family Member #2):             

     
Address:               

 
City:          State:    Zip     

 
Phone:           

 
Email:            
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