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TODAY'S SPEAKER: DR. PRAKASH PISPATI

The Consuls General on the panel at last week's meeting

Rotarians gain insight into 
the Prime Minister's global thrust
At last week's meeting, the Consular Corps discussed the Prime Minister's global thrust and its impact on 
the State

A
t last week’s meeting, 

Rotarians spent an 

interesting afternoon with 

the Consular Corps. This event 

was co-ordinated by PP Rtn. Gul 

Kripalani, the Honorary Consul 

General for Iceland as well 

as the Chairman of Honorary 

Consular Corps Diplomatique, 

Mumbai (HCCD) and Vice Dean 

of Consular Corps Association 

Mumbai (CCAM).

 PP Rtn. Haresh Jagtiani, the 

moderator for the day, started 

the discussion by addressing 

the panel. He said, “Our panel 

discussion this afternoon is on the 

Prime Minister’s global thrust. Now 

the Modi government, in order 

to stimulate economic growth 

and generate more avenues 

of employment, has launched 

its ‘Make in India’ campaign 

with a focus on making India a 

manufacturing powerhouse. Prime 

Minister Modi has personally 

taken it upon himself to extend a 

red carpet welcome to investors 

to manufacture in India. He has 

promised to introduce a multitude 

of reforms to ease the process of 

doing business in India, which is 

currently at a dismal 142 (out of 

189 countries), making it a difficult 
country to do business with. 

“We are extremely privileged 

to be in the distinguished 

company of David Akov, Consul 

General of Israel; Richard Bale, 

Consul General of Canada; 

Michael Siebert, Consul General 

of Germany; Nobert Revierbere, 

Consul General of Hungary; and 

Shalin Tandon, the Honorary 

Consul for the Republic of 

Maldives. They have sportingly 

agreed to participate in this friendly 

Q&A session, giving us a direct 

insight into the status of bilateral 

relationships between India and 

their respective countries and to 

assess whether Prime Minister 

Modi’s diplomatic thrust has had 

an impact on the future course 

of bilateral cooperation. I am 

extremely thankful to our panel, 

and also to Gul Kripalani, who, 

with his effortless charm, made 

this event possible.”

He began with the questions, 
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starting with David Akov. He 

asked, “Mr. Akov, diplomacy is a 

two-way channel, and bilateral 

relations must be based on a 

win-win premise. Israel has 

made cutting-edge discoveries 

in the field of defence, medicine, 
agriculture and IT. This makes 

Israel a natural and worthy partner 

for India, which needs this know-

how and transfer of technology. 

How can this potential be explored 

to the fullest?” Mr. Akov said, 

“Thank you for having me here. 

I believe our diplomatic relations 

are a result of a matching value 

system (both the countries are 

democratic) and the personal and 

national nature of the country. 

We have the same problems 

with agriculture and water; we 

are always in need of more water 

and production. Two weeks ago, 

I accompanied the Chief Minister 

of Maharashtra to Israel, on what 

was from our point of view a 

very successful trip, the anchor 

of the visit being the Agritech 

exhibition. There is great potential 

for manufacturing in India and 

the strengthening of ties between 

Israel and India.”

Rtn. Haresh posed his next 

question to the Consul General 

of Germany. He said, “Germany 

possesses the best technology 

in the automobile industry and 

India would like to be a recipient 

of the technological know-how. 

Do you see Germany sharing its 

technology with India under the 

'Make in India' initiative launched 

by the Prime Minister?” Mr. Siebert 

said, “Yes is the answer. In fact, 

it is already sharing a lot of its 

technology. Germany has more 

than 1,500 companies all over 

India, the best example of which 

is Pune. The automotive industry 

uses more than 80 per cent Indian 

content, so there is already a lot 

of technology transfer in place. 

We are investing in other sectors 

as well. Skilling is very important 

and we have a dual educational 

system in Germany that is now 

applied by German companies 

in India, which also adds to the 

technology transfer.”

Rtn. Haresh then addressed 

Mr. Bale, the Consul General 

of Canada. He said, “Canada 

has opened its doors to Indian 

immigrants for many decades. 

However, trade between the 

countries has not reached its 

entire potential. Has the Prime 

Minister’s latest visit changed 

anything for the better? Mr. Bale, 

in response, said, “When you look 

at the official statistics for trade 
and investments, the numbers are 

not good, but there is a lot more 

happening that is not accounted 

for in those numbers. Canada 

produces more than 2 billion 

dollars worth of diamonds a year 

and 90 to 95 per cent of those 

come to India, mainly to Gujarat 

for cutting and polishing, but 

this does not go directly through 

Canada and does not reflect in the 
official statistics. Investments do 
not get captured very well either. 

While we share India’s gloomy 

assessment of our relationship, 

there is indeed a lot going on that 

we do not see. Now, moving on to 

answering your question on if Mr. 

Modi’s visit has made a difference, 

the answer is yes. Whatever you 

may think of him based on the 

impact he has had to date on 

the economy, it does not change 

the fact that he is an incredible 

marketer who leaves a good 

impression.”

Rtn. Haresh's next question 

was for Mr. Revierbere. He asked, 

“With the Prime Minister’s thrust 

on 'Make in India', how seriously 

would the Republic of Hungary 

respond to his initiative in making 

treaties more meaningful? I would 

also like to know if it is easier to 

deal with monolithic countries 

and if the rate of development is 

slower in democratic countries.” 

Mr. Revierbere said, “Last year, 

the biggest investor in Hungary 

was an Indian company, Apollo 

Tyres. We are quite happy with the 

Make in India campaign and its 

impact on India’s FDI in Hungary. I 

think technology transfers and joint 

ventures are the key. On the trade 

side, there is tremendous potential 

between our countries; Hungary 

has always been supportive of 

India on the international front.”

His next question was to Mr. 

Tandon. He said, “India loves the 

Maldives and has contributed 

comprehensively to their 

infrastructure, defence, health, 

aviation, telecommunications, 

etc., and has also rendered 

assistance during natural 

calamities. So, is India regarded 

as an overwhelming big brother 

or a protective one? In response, 

Mr. Tandon said, “India cannot be 

ignored as a superpower. This 

year, we complete 50 years of 

diplomatic relations with India, so 

it is definitely a time of celebration 
for both the countries and we look 

forward to more opportunities. 

In some respect, I suppose you 

could say it is an overwhelming 

big brother who is also protective.”

In closing, Rtn. Haresh 

thanked the panel members 

for their time and sharing their 

valuable opinions with Rotarians 

and Rotaryannes, bringing the 

meeting to an end.



May 19 to May 25, 2015 The Gateway - The Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Bombay | www.rotaryclubofbombay.org 3

Bhavishya Yaan Field Trip to  
Govardhan Eco Village
A 

day after the successful 

summer camp finale at 

the G.K. Marg School 

and the Ambedkar School, 

the children from both these 

schools went on a field trip 

on April 22, to the Govardhan 

Eco Village (GEV) in Thane. 

Meticulous planning and 

arrangements were made by 

the school coordinators R/anne 

Ekta Shah, R/anne Rashna 

Cooper and Rtn. Rajesh 

Shah from the Rotary Club of 

Bombay. A total of hundred 

students and teachers from 

both the schools visited GEV. 

The students left together in 

two buses and reached GEV 

at 9.30 a.m.

After breakfast, they were 

divided into two teams for 

a tour of the village. Before 

starting the tour, the person in 

charge briefly explained and 
highlighted the importance 

of organic farming, yoga, 

ayurveda, animal care, etc. 

During the course of the tour, 

the children learnt about 

organic farming techniques 

adopted in GEV. They visited 

the cowshed where they saw 

how cows were protected and 

learnt about the various uses of 

cow dung. At the brick-making 

area, they witnessed making 

of bricks with compressed 

earth blocks. Post lunch, a 

Warli painting and pottery 

demonstration was conducted.

Lastly, a session which 

discussed reduce, recycle and 

reuse of waste was held by 

the Village staff. The children 

enjoyed the session and 

participated in the discussion, 

which turned into a healthy 

debate. 

After tea, the children bid 

goodbye to the staff of GEV and 

wholeheartedly thanked them for 

their wonderful hospitality. It was 

an informative and enjoyable 

field trip.
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May 12, 2015

To all the Presidents of Rotary Clubs in District 3140

Fellow Rotarians,

The Rotary Club of Bombay is hosting an annual Seminar on “MEMBERSHIP”, the Rotary International mandated 

event on Sunday, May 31, 2015 from 1030 hours to 1330 hours, followed by lunch, at Walchand Hirachand Hall, 

Indian Merchants Chamber, Churchgate, Mumbai.

This Seminar will be an interesting one in which very important Membership issues such as Membership Development, 

Retention, Extension and the goals and strategies for the Rotary year 2015-16 will be the highlight on the agenda. 

PRID Rtn. Ashok Mahajan will be the Chief Guest, PDG Rtn. Bharat Pandya will be the Forum Leader and DSD Rtn. 

Pradeep Saxena will be the Convener of this extremely meaningful and significant Seminar. Forum Leader PDG 
Rtn. Bharat Pandya has ensured that there will be no speeches and that the real issues on membership growth will 

be covered through discussion where the participants will be learning with joy.

You are requested to make this announcement at the next meeting of your club and ensure maximum participation 

from the Rotarians and Rotaryannes of your Club. You are requested to send the registration form along with a 

cheque made out in favour of “Rotary Club of Bombay”.

 

 
With warm regards, 

Yours in Rotary

Rtn. Shailesh Haribhakti 
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Rotary International President Rtn. Gary C.K. Huang

District Governor Rtn. Ajay Gupta

President of Rotary Club of Bombay Rtn. Shailesh Haribhakti

Venue:    WALCHAND HIRACHAND HALL, 

    INDIAN MERCHANTS CHAMBERS, 

    CHURCHGATE, MUMBAI  400 020 

 

Day and Date:  Sunday, May 31, 2015

Time:    10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m.

Registration charges:  R500/- per head (including breakfast and lunch)

Registration and breakfast: 9.30 a.m. to 10.15 a.m.

Chief guest:   PRID Rtn. Ashok Mahajan

Forum Leader:  PDG Rtn. Bharat Pandya

Name:   Rtn.________________________________________________________________

Name of the club: Rotary Club of _______________________________________________________

Details of persons accompanied (if any):

Sr. No.  Names 

 1.  _______________________________________ 

 2.  _______________________________________ 

 3.  _______________________________________ 

 4.  _______________________________________ 

The Cash / Cheque no.____________ dated _________ for Rs.___________ in favour of  

“Rotary Club of Bombay” towards registration fee is enclosed.

Date: _____________      ______________________

         Signature 

Xerox may be used for additional number of members/relatives/guests

___________________________________________________________________________

Receipt 

Received with thanks from __________________________ cash / cheque no.______________

dated________ for Rs._________ towards registration charges for seminar on MEMBERSHIP to be held on 

Sunday, May 31 2015 at IMC, Churchgate, Mumbai.

__________________

Authorised Signatory

Rotary Club of Bombay

REGISTRATION FORM FOR A SEMINAR ON “MEMBERSHIP” 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

OFFICE BEARERS 2014-15

PRESIDENT  SHAILESH HARIBHAKTI

Immediate Past President  Nirav Shah

President-Elect  Dr. Sonya Mehta

President-Nominee  Dr. Mukesh Batra

Honorary Secretary  Nandan Maluste

Joint Honorary Secretary  Ritu Prakash Desai

Honorary Treasurer  Manish Reshamwala

CLUB SERVICE: New Members

Director in charge Dr. Sonya Mehta

Classifications and 

Membership  PP Arun Sanghi

Rotary Information  PP Paul George

Membership Development  

and District Conference  Dr. Mukesh Batra

Sergeant-at-Arms and  

Assimilation  Tara Deshpande

CLUB SERVICE: Programmes and Meetings

Director in charge  Meera Alreja

Programmes  Nanik Rupani

Fellowship  PP Ashish Vaid

Attendance  Arvind Agarwal

Bulletin and Website  Dr. Prakriti Poddar

Fundraising  Pradeep Chinai

Sports  Hiranmay Biswas

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Medical

Director in charge Dr. Nayna Dastur

Chairman Emeritus – Talwada  PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani

Hasanali Tobaccowala Eye Centre  PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir

Ajit Deshpande Medical Centre  PP Nowroze Vazifdar

Medical and Cancer Aid  Dr. Anand Shah

Differently Abled and Polio Plus  PP Kalpana Munshi

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Non Medical

Director in charge Alok Sekhsaria

Women Empowerment Arin Master 

Environment and Water 

Sanitation  Madhusudan Daga

Legal Aid                                 Sameer Tapia

Old Age Home (Ambarnath) Ravi Fotedar

VOCATIONAL SERVICE

Director in charge  Vikram Daiya

Rotary Public Awards  Shernaz Vakil

Vocational Training and 

Night Study Centres  Sunny Pariyaram

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Director in charge  Hiren Kara

The Rotary Foundaion and 

TRF Grants  PP Sandip Agarwalla

Corporate Social Responsibility  Suresh Goklaney

YOUTH I – EDUCATION

Director in charge  Preeti Mehta

Bhavishya Yaan  Shivkumar Israni

Merit-cum-Means Scholarships  Roda Billimoria

YOUTH II – Early Act

Director in charge  Freyaz Shroff

Interact  Sidharth Punshi

Rotaract  Gaurav Nevatia

DISTRICT THRUST AREAS

Director in charge  Manoj Patodia 

Committees on 

District Initiatives  PP Pradeep Saxena

Anup Agarwalla

May 25
Dilnavaz Variava

May 24

Pritam Sanghai

May 25

Dr. Ambrish Dalal

May 25

The statistics for the 
meeting held on Tuesday, 
May 12, 2015 are as 
under:

Rotarians 111 

Rotaryannes 03 

Guests 24

Total 138

Community Service Box 

Collection R3,100/-

F O R T H C O M I N G  S P E A K E R :  S H R I D H A R  V E N K A T

On May 26, Shridhar Venkat will discuss the work done by Akshaya Patra Foundation

S
hridhar Venkat is an 

Eisenhower Fellow 

with more than 23 

years of experience with 

leading multinationals such 

as Philips, ABB and Webex 

Communications (CISCO). Prior 

to joining Akshaya Patra, he was 

Vice President – Sales, Webex 

Communications (CISCO).

Venkat holds a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Electrical Engineering 

and a Master's degree in 

Marketing Management. He 

is a graduate of the Advanced 

Management Programme, The 

Wharton School, University of 

Pennsylvania.

He joined the Akshaya Patra 

Foundation, a not-for-profit 
organisation, with a vision that ‘no 

child in India should be deprived 

of education because of hunger’

SPOUSES

Fouzia Muljiani                                               May 19 

Geeta Dhawan                                                 May 22

Akshaya Patra is the world’s 

largest school meal programme 

run by an NGO feeding more  

than 1.3 million children every 

day in 24 locations and 10 states 

across India.

Akshaya Patra’s mission is to 

feed ‘5 million children daily by 

May 26
Shridhar Venkat, CEO, 

Akshaya Patra Foundation,  
on "Food for Thought — 

Akshaya Patra"

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

Service 
Above  

Self

2020’. It has been rated as one 

of the top 100 NGOs in the world 

(ranking 23) by the Global Journal 

of Geneva. 

It has also received ‘Gold 

Shield' five consecutive times 
from the prestigious Institute of 

Chartered Accountants of India 

(ICAI) for excellence in financial 
reporting.


