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February 22, 2008

The latest version of Form I-539 (Rev. 12/31/2007) has some new aspects that advisers 

should be aware of. As of the date this advisory was prepared, prior versions of Form I-

539 were still acceptable to USCIS. Check the USCIS Web site for the form.

1 New checkbox for “Reinstatement to student status”

The 12/31/2007 version of Form I-539 has an application type checkbox reserved for 

“Reinstatement to student status” at Part 2 Item 1.c. Prior versions of the form had an “Other” 

checkbox, requiring reinstatement filers to write out that the from was being filed in connection 

with a reinstatement application.

 
Resource a   Application Type on the 12/31/07 version

 
Resource b   Application Type on prior versions

2 Stronger statement on providing information on prior 
participation as a J-1 or J-2 nonimmigrant

The 12/31/07 version of Form I-539 adds sterner language at Part 4 Item 3.h., the question that 

requires the applicant to disclose all prior status as either a J-1 exchange visitor or a J-2 

dependent of an exchange visitor. The new form says “you must provide the dates you 

maintained status as a J-1 exchange visitor or J-2 dependent.” The prior form said “please 

provide the dates you maintained status as a J-1 exchange visitor or J-2 dependent.” The new 

form also adds the following statement to this J history question: “Willful failure to disclose this 

information (or other relevant information) can result in your application being denied.”

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=94d12c1a6855d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
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3 Greatly expanded applicant background questions

The 12/31/07 version of Form I-539 greatly expands the number and type of questions asked 

about the applicant’s background in Part 4 Item 3.2 of the form.

Prior versions of the Form asked this simple question at Part 4 Item 3.d:

Have you, or any other person included in this application, ever been 

arrested or convicted of any criminal offense since last entering the 

U.S.?

The 12/31/07 version of the form, asks the following questions at Part 4 Item 3.d. Question d.1. 

is the same question asked on prior versions of Form I-539. Questions d.2. through d.5. on the 

12/31/07 version are all new, and may be disconcerting to some applicants.

 
Resource c   New background questions on the 12/31/07 version
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4 Language competency statements

The 12/31/07 version of Form I-539 contains a new certification at Part 5, requiring the applicant 

to confirm that language was not a barrier in reading and understanding “each and every question 

and instruction on this form, as well my as answer to each question.” The applicant must attest 

either to his or her own competence in English, or indicate that he or she relied on an interpreter 

to read and understand the questions, instructions, and answers. If an interpreter was used, the 

interpreter must also confirm their role in a new “Interpreter’s Statement” at Part 6 of the form.

 
Resource d   Language competency choices at Part 5 of the 12/31/07 version

 
Resource e   Interpreter’s Statement at Part 6 of the 12/31/07 version

Or...


