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PRESSRELEASE

FromthefamouscityofMichelangelo’sDavidtoParis’sneonnightlifetocozyvillagechurches,SmartTravels—
EuropefeaturesRudyMaxa’spicksofthebestofEurope.PublictelevisionirstHDTVseries,the13half-hour
episodesareanewtakeontheOldWorld.HostRudyMaxamodelshassle-freewaysofgettingtogreatplaces,
discoveringthecontinent’svitalityandcharacter,andplottingamemorable,independenttrip.SmartTravels—
EuropewithRudyMaxawillpremieron(station)_________________at(time)_______,(day)__________.
beginning(date)_________.Maxa,awell-knowntravelpersonality,writerandlecturer,isanmsnbcbusiness
travelcolumnist,aPulitzerPrizenominatedreporterandtheoriginalhostofpublicradio’sTheSavvyTraveler.

Thetravelersof2001anticipateachangingEurope–music,art,fashion,andarchitecturethatshout,“anew
millennium.”They’recuriousaboutacommoncurrency–theEuroDollar–anda21stcenturyEuropewhere
passportsarerarelycheckedatborders.RudyMaxahighlightsthisspiritofchange.Ineachepisode,hegoeson
aspreetotrackdowntrendycuisine,afantastichotelorahotspotofthelocals.

TobringoldEuropealive,Rudytakesviewerstotreasured,historicsites.Heramblesthroughancientruins,
cathedrals,andcobbledstreets,showingviewersthestoriesofEurope’spast.Whenit’stimetorelax,heshares
hisfavoriteserene,pristineandhiddenplaces.

SmartTravels—EuropewithRudyMaxabuildsonthecarefullycrafted,viewerfriendlyformatofsmallworld
productions’52popularepisodesofTravelsinEuropewithRickSteves.OnecompellingchangeisnewhostRudy
Maxa,awardwinningjournalist,travelexpertandsyndicatedcolumnist.He’sengaging,sophisticated,wry,and
practical.Aswithallofsmallworld’stravelseries,Rudyshowsviewershowtotravelsmartandtakecharge
oftheirowntrips.Ouritinerariesleadintothetourist-savvydestinationsirstandthenbeyond,makingtravel
easyforirst-timersandanyonewhocanreadamap,browseaguidebook,packlight,andenjoygoodwinesand
food.SmartTravelsmotivatesindependenttravelandappealstoarmchairtravelers.Thesearerealtripswith
preciseyou-are-theredetails.EveryweekRudyhighlightsamanageableitineraryoffamousspotsandoff-the-
beaten-pathsurprises.

Eachepisodedelvesintotherichhistoricalandculturalnatureofdestinations,andprovidespracticalinsights
fortraveling.Rudyvisitsfamoussitesandlesser-knownattractions.Hebarges,walks,hikes,drives,andseeks
outlocalEuropeanstolearnwheretheytakeout-of-townfriends.Thisisthoughtfultravel—anengagingway
togaininsightintoaquicklychangingEuropeinanewmillennium.ThroughthelensofEmmy-Awardwinning
photographer,TomSpeer,theaudienceseestoday’sEuropefromCopenhagentoLondontoVeniceandItaly’s
AmaliCoast.

Partofthedelightoftravelisplanning.Rudyofferstipsontravelphilosophy,reservations,choosingacomfortable
approach,jumpingthelanguagebarrier,adaptingtodifferentsurroundings,changingmoney,gettingaround,
pacingyourselfandmeetingthepeoplewhomaketravelunforgettable.

Overthe13half-hourepisodes,RudycoziesuptonewandoldEurope,addingatouchofluxurytotheday-to-day
delightofdiscovery.Diversityisatouchstoneofthisseries.Rudy’sphilosophyisclear:savvytravelersindEurope
ontheirown,attheirownpace.He’sjusteagertogetthemstarted.Armchairadventurersandseasonedtravelers
alikewillbedelightedwithSmartTravels—EuropewithRudyMaxa.
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Foryears,RudyMaxa’scandor,expertinterviews,andpassionfortravelhaveprovidedgood-natured,insightful
tipstolistenersofPublicRadio’sTheSavvyTraveler.Finally,nowonpublictelevision,RudyshowsviewersSmart
Travels—howtoseewhattheywanttoseeandhowtogetthemostfortheirtimeandmoney.

AsetofsixVHShomevideosbasedonSmartTravels—EuropewithRudyMaxaisavailablefromsmallworld
productions.Each60or90minutevideocontainstwoorthreeepisodesformtheseriespairedgeographically.
Ahandycompanionbook,co-authoredbyRudyMaxa,includesannotatedscripts,travelessays,andanextensive
listofcontentrelatedwebsites.Videos,at$24.95eachandbooksat$16.95eachplusshipping,areavailableby
callingthesmallworldorderdeskat800866-7425.Online,it’swww.travelsmallworld.com.

Theseriesisaproductionofsmallworldproduction,inc.,ofSeattle.kcts,Seattle,anduwtvattheUniversity
ofWashingtonareco-producers.americanairlineshasprovidedpartialunderwritingforproductionandnational
distributionoftheseries.americanpublictelevision(apt)ofBostondistributesthe13episodesnationally.HDTV
versionsofeachepisodewillbeup-linkedonthePBSHDsatellitetranspondertoallpublictelevisionstations.
Nearlyfour-dozenstationswillbroadcasttheseriesinHDTVandsimulcastitinNTSCorstandardtelevision.
HundredsofotherpublicTVstationswillbroadcasttheNSTC“letterboxed”versionoftheseries,showingthe
completewide-screenimagesofSmartTravels.Digitalaudioistransmittedinstereo.

apt ,isamajorsourceforprogrammingforAmerica’spublictelevisionstation.Knowforidentifyinginnovative
programsanddevelopingcreativedistributiontechniques,aptprovidesstationswithprogramchoicesthatenable
themtostrengthenandcustomizetheirschedules.Italsoservesasanessentialdistributionandfundingoption
forproducers.
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Title: SmartTravels—EuropewithRudyMaxa

NationalUnderwriter: americanairlineandamericaneagle

Format: AvailableinHDTV(onPBSHDtransponder)StereoAudio
 AvailableinNTSCLetterboxed(onAPTtransponder)StereoAudio

Episodes: 13/30’s

Category: Travel,Howto

Release: April1,2001

NationalDistribution: americanpublictelevisionexchange
 UnlimitedreleasesthroughMarch31,2004

Producer: smallworldproductions
 Producersof:
 TravelsinEuropewithRickSteves
 TravelsinMexicoandtheCaribbeanwithShariBelafonte
 America’sHistoricTrailswithTomBodett

Co-producers: kcts,Seattle
 uwtv,UniversityofWashington

PromotionMaterials: SeriesPressRelease,IndividualProgramDescriptions,BiographyofRudyMaxa,Series
ProductionCredits,B&WPhotos,colorphotosavailableuponrequest,20&30Second
promosforeachepisode,2700wordarticlebyRudyforstationguides

ProductionDate: 2000/2001,Copyright2001bysmallworldproductions,inc.

RelatedMerchandise: SixVHShomevideos:2or3episodespertape,$24.95each–Rome/Naples,Venice/Genoa,
Florence/Tuscany,Paris/Provence,London/OutofLondon,Belgium/Netherlands/Denmark.

 Seriescompanionbook:SmartTravels.TV,200pageswithannotatedscripts,subjectrelated
websites,andnumerousarticlesbyserieshost,RudyMaxa.$16.95each

 Shippingandhandling:$4
 Orderdesk:8008667425

Pledging: RudyMaxaisavailableforon-airpledgingforanominalhonorariumandtravelexpenses.
Pleasecontactsmallworld.

 Contentrelatedmerchandiseavailableaspledgepremiums:Books$8.50each,60or90min.
videos$12each,30min.videos$6each,plusfreight

ViewerInquiries: smallworldproductions,inc.
/Contact P.O.Box28369,Seattle98118
 Businessofice:2063297167,
 ViewerBook/TapeOrdersONLY:8008667425
 www.travelsmallworld.com

AmericanPublic: DawnAnderson617338-4455,extension149
Television/PIContact
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RUDYMAXA
HOSTOFSMARTTRAVELS,THEPUBLICTELEVISIONSERIES

RudyMaxaisoneofAmerica’sbestknowntravelwriters—onradio,television,incyber-spaceandinprint.He’s
beenajournalistformorethantwentyyears.HisradiotravelseriesTheSavvyTravelerquicklybecamethefastest-
sellingnewshowinthehistoryofpublicradioandnowairson180stationsacrossthecountry.Theweeklyhour
radioprogramgrewoutofRudy’syearsastravelcommentatoronpublicradio’snightlyMarketplace.
RudyMaxawritesonhowtotravelsmartforWorth,thepersonalinancemonthlyandcontributeshumorous
travelessaystoForbesmagazine.HisMaxaMilesonbusinesstravelisaweeklycolumnformsnbc.com,and
heappearsasatravelexpertoncnn,cnnfn,andfoxnewschannel.RudyMaxa’sTraveler,asubscription-only
newsletter,givesinsiderinformationon“travelinginstyleforless.”Hewasatravelcolumnistwithamerican
express’Online,andwroteamonthlybusinesstravelcolumnforthedowjonestabloid,BIZ.
AsaWashingtonPostinvestigativereporterandpersonalitiescolumnist,Maxa’sreportingonpoliticalscandals
wasnominatedbythepaperforThePulitzerPrize.DuringhistenureatThePosthewontheJohnHancockAward
forExcellenceinBusinessandFinancialJournalism.
RudyMaxahaswrittenforanabc-tvdramaticseries,andisanoccasionalguesttravelauthorityonTheToday
ShowandGoodMorningAmerica.HistravelarticlesappearinGQ,TheWashingtonPost,LosAngelesTimes,
USAirwaysMagazine,Playboy,LadiesHomeJournal,theLondonEveningStandard,ModernMaturity,P.O.V.and
othermagazines.
Inadditiontohislecturesontravel,Rudyspeaksfrequentlyonpoliticsandjournalism.Hespendshalfhistime
traveling.HecallsWashingtonDC.home,andhastwochildren.

SMARTTRAVELSPRODUCTIONTEAMBIO

Foreighteenyears,smallworldproductionshasproducedsubstantial,content-driventravelseriesforpublic
television.TheSeattle-basedcompanyhasproduced91half-hourepisodesandtwopledgespecialsthatare
popularwithpublictelevisionprogrammersandviewers.Thisbodyofworktranslatesintomorethanahundred
homevideotitles.swpproductioncreditsincludeSmartTravels–EuropewithRudyMaxa,TravelsinEuropewith
RickSteves:SeriesI,II,IIIandIV,TravelsinMexicoandtheCaribbeanwithShariBelafonte,America’sHistoricTrails
withTomBodett,BestTravelsinEuropeandBestoftheMediterranean.swpprogramshavehelpedtoraisetensof
millionsofdollarsinviewercontributionstopublictelevisionstations.smallworld’sawardsincludecineGolden
Eagles,nationalTellyAwards,andaColumbusInternationalFilmFestivalAward.
swppartnersPatriciaLarson,SandraNisbet,andJohnGivenscreatedtheseriesSmartTravels–EuropewithRudy
Maxa.Inadditiontotheirbodyofworkwithswp,LarsonandNisbethaveabackgroundintheater,history,
playwriting,internationaltravel,andcollegeteaching.CEOGivenshasbeenproducing,directingandediting
publictelevisionprogramsformorethanthirty-iveyears.Programsproducedand/ordirectedbyGivenshavewon
severalEmmys.He’saformermemberoftheBoardofGovernors,oftheNationalAcademyofTelevisionArtsand
Sciences,SeattleChapter.
LarsonandNisbetteamedwithGivensin1980tomakepublictelevisionprogramssupportedbytheNational
EndowmentfortheHumanities,theWashingtonCommissionfortheHumanities,andtheWashingtonState
ArtsCommission.TheircreditsincludeadramaticseriesTakeitToThePeoplehostedbyStanleyKramerandan
award-winningdocumentaryEverythingChange,EverythingChange.
smallworldwasjoinedbytheirteamofaward-winningphotographers,editorsandproducer/writers.Producer
PattyConroyhaswonseveralTellyAwardsandtwocineGoldenEaglesforherworkwithsmallworld,theboeing
companyandtheUniversityofWashington.ProducerSusanMcNallyiscurrentlywritinganddirectingafeature-
lengthcomedyfundedbytheNationalEndowmentfortheArts.Award-winningphotographer,TomSpeer,chief
photographeratkcts,Seattle,hasshotmorethan60travelepisodesforsmallworld.Hisothernationalcredits
includeMiraclePlanet,FireontheRim,Death:TheTripofaLifetime,BillNyetheScienceGuy,TheFrugalGourmet,
andTheNewsHour.EditorDavidRisbringsuniqueskillsandknowledgeofhighdeinitiontelevisionproduction
totheproject.Hehaseditedmorethan24travelepisodesforswpanddoesfreelanceworkwiththeUniversity
ofWashingtonandotherclients.
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CUTTINGEDGEDIGITALTELEVISION:
SmartTravelsisPublicTelevision’sFirstHDTVSeries

SmartTravels–EuropewithRudyMaxa,anew13episodeseriesfromsmallworldproductions,kcts,Seattle,
anduwtvattheUniversityofWashington,ispublictelevision’sirstHigh-DeinitionTelevisionseries.Both
locationshootingandpost-productioneditingweredoneinsony ’s1080iHDCamformat.Theresultisavisually
stunning,cutting-edge,digitaltelevisionseries.

SmartTravelswillbeup-linkedviathepbsHDsatellitetranspondertoHDTVcapablestations.Manypublicstations
willsimulcasttheseriesinHDTVandNTSCorstandardtelevision.TheNTSCversionwillbe“letterboxed”so
viewerscanexperiencethefullwide-screenimagesoftheoriginalproduction.“MostviewerswatchinginNTSC
willseenoticeablybrighter,clearerimagesthantheywouldnormallyexpect,”accordingtoseriesExecutive
Producer,JohnGivensofsmallworldproductions,Seattle.BoththeHDTVandNTSCversionwillbereleased
withdigital,stereoaudio.

“Bestofall,thestunningbeautyofEuropeandthelusciousdetailofHDTVareaready-madematch,suretobe
ahitwithpublictelevisionprogrammersandviewersforyearstocome,”accordingGivens.RudyMaxa,awell-
knowntravelpersonalityandwriter,msnbccolumnistandtheoriginalhostofpublicradio’sTheSavvyTraveler
fromthemarketplaceproductionsunitofminnesotapublicradioisthehostofSmartTravels-Europe.

Nearlyfour-dozenpublictelevisionstationsarescheduledtobebroadcastinginHDbeforetheseriesreleasein
April2001,mostinthetop-thirtymarkets.VirtuallyallotherpublicstationswillconverttoHDTVdigitaltransmit-
tersinthenextseveralyearsaccordingtothepbsengineeringdepartment.americanpublictelevisionofBoston
distributestheseriesnationally.ProductionanddistributioncostsforSmartTravelsarepartiallyunderwrittenby
americanairlines.

HDTVisthenewdigitaltelevisionstandardadoptedbythefccthatprovidesbrilliantimagesandincredibledetail
ina16x9pictureratio.TheHDTVsignalhasnearlyfour-timethepictureinformationofstandardtelevision.Many
knowledgeablebroadcastengineerspredictHDTV1080iwillbethehighestqualitytelevisionformatavailablefor
decadestocome.It’stheirstmajorrevisionandimprovementinthebasictransmissionformatoftelevisionsince
theinceptionofthemediummorethatifty-yearsago.Formostviewers,thechangefromNTSCtoHDTVwillbeas
dramaticasthechangefromblack-and-whitetocolorwasinthesixties.

ProducingandreleasingtheseriesinHDTVwillfurtherinsurethatSmartTravels—EuropewithRudyMaxawill
havealonglifeonpublictelevision.Asmorestationsmakethetransitiontodigitaltelevision,theserieswill
providehigh-quality,content-drivenepisodesthatappealtopublictelevision’sdiscriminatingaudience.

BymasteringinHDTV,conversiontootherformats—asneededinthefuture—caneasilybeaccomplished.Conver-
sionstoNTSCandPALforbroadcast,andS-VHSWide,standardNTSCVHS,DVD,CD-ROM,andeven35mmand
16mmilmwillbepossibleifneeded.

Homevideoscanbereleasedinavarietyofformatsasthemarketplaceevolves;forexample—videostream-
ing.rocketvox,aSeattlebasedcompanyhasalreadylicensedtherightstostreamnumeroustwo-to-three
minuteexcerptsofSmartTravelsepisodesovertheInternet.smallworldhasreleasedasetofsixVHShome
videosbasedontheseries.Twoorthreeepisodesarecombinedgeographicallyoneach60or90minute
tape.Acompanionbookco-writtenbyMaxaisalsoavailablebythroughsmallworldcalling800-866-7425
oron-lineatwww.travelsmallworld.com.

###
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IndividualProgramDescriptions

#101:NaplesandtheAmaliCoast
DeepintheheartofItaly,Naplesistheideallaunchingpointforexploringsomeofthecountry’sgreathistoric
treasures.WemarvelattheancientcityofPompeiiandthedevastationofMountVesuviusandwetrekacrossa
still-activevolcano.ThenwemoveontostylishSorrento,wherewesamplelusciousgelatoandhopaferrytothe
isleofCapri.WedrivethethrillingAmalicoasttotakeinspectacularviews,andfurthersouthwevisitPaestum,
hometothebestGreekruinsoutsideofGreece.TipsonCapri’sfunicularandPompeii’strain.

#102:Rome
Rudyisinthecitywhereallroadslead-Roma.WebegininancientRome-theForum,PalatineHill,Colosseum,
andBathsofCaracalla.ThenweexploremodernRomanlifeonthestreetsandincafes,pizzeriasandgelaterias.
Wedetourtoanothercountry,VaticanCity,thenshopalongtheCorsoandrelaxatthePiazzadiSpagna.Rudy’s
pickforbestcitywalksareatourofthehistoriccenterandastrollinshadyTrastevere.Tipsongettingaround
andplacesfortastysnacks.

#103:Venice
JoinRudyashesurrendershimselftothecharmsofmagicalVenice.Wetourthefamoussites-PiazzaSanMarco,
thefairytaleBasilicaofSanMarcoandtheRialtoBridge.Rudyalsoshowsushowtoescapethecrowdsbyvisiting
theneighborhoodsofDorsoduro,CannaregioandSanPolo.Alongtheway,hetakesusforarousingdrinkatthe
city’soldestwinebar,onadreamygondolarideandtoatraditionalVenetianmaskshop.Insearchofhandblown
glass,laceandthebirthplaceofVenice,wejourneytothelagoonislandsofMurano,BuranoandTorcello.Tipson
howtonavigateyourwayaroundthiswaterycity.

#104:GenoaandtheItalianRiviera
We’reofftotheItalianRivieraseekingLaDolceVitainoneoftheworld’smostromanticplaces.Withdeath-
defyingcliffsandbeachesthatshimmerlikejewels,theRivieraisasstunningacoastlineasanywhereinEurope.In
theporttownofGenoa,wetourpalacesforatasteofold-worldeleganceanddineonworld-classpesto.Thenwe
headsouthtothefamousresortofPortoinoandtheseaclifftownsoftheCinqueterre.Finally,webattlevertigo
atPisa’sleaningtower.Tipsonusingtrainpassesandindingaddresses.

#105:Florence
Inthisgloriouscity,richinart,RudybringstheRenaissancetolife.Wevisitthegreatmuseums-theUfizi,
Bargello,andAccademia,aswellasthelandmarksoftheRenaissance-theDuomo,BapisteryandGiotto’sTower.
Rudy’stipforbeatingthecrowdsispeacefulOltr’arnoontheothersideoftheriver.Anexcursionoutsideoftown
leadstoaMedicivilla,asleepyTuscantownandamuseumwithinventionsbyLeonardodaVinci.Tipsonshopping
andhowtobuyqualityleatherproducts.

#106:HillTownsofTuscanyandUmbria
Castles,vineyards,walledcitiesandaiercemedievalrivalrythatlingerstoday-we’reoutforanadventurein
theItalianhilltowns.OurbaseisdramaticSiena,homeoftheintenselycompetitivePaliohorserace.FromSiena
weexplorethemulti-toweredtownofSanGimignano,watchgrapesbeingharvestedatawineryanddropinon
thecheesefestivalinPienza.ThensouthtoRudy’ssecretpick-thehauntinghilltownsofPitiglianoandSovana.
InUmbriawediscoverEtruscantombs,visitthehomeofSt.FrancisofAssisiandpickupsomepotteryinquaint
Gubbio.Tipsondrivingthroughthemaze-likestreetsofahilltownandindingaplacetostay.

#107:Provence
Sun,olivetreesandcicadas-we’reintheheartofFrance.WithourbaseinthesleepytownofSt.Remy,wemake
foraysintothevillages,countrysideandcitiesofProvence.DrivingtoursoftheAlpillesandLuberonregionstake
ustotheredrockvillageofRousillion,thelavenderensconcedAbbeyofSenanque,andthepictureperfectvillage
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ofEygalieres.WealsotakeinthedelightsofProvence’scities,Arles,AvignonandAix-en-Provence.Weendour
adventureswithadipintheMediterraneanattheseasidevillageofCassis.Tipsonhowtorentavacationhomein
Franceandenjoyingthemanysummerfestivals.

#108:Paris
RudyescortsusthroughParis,thecityofstyle,artandpastries.Weexperienceextraordinaryart-theImpressionist
collectionattheMuseeD’OrsayandthegardensculptureattheRodinMuseum.ThenwehitthesitesfromNotre
DametothePompidouCentertotheEiffelTower.Westrollthroughtheparks,marketsandcafesinthiscitywhere
everydaylifeisart.RudyleadsustointimateneighborhoodssuchastheMaraisanditslovelyPlacedesVosges,
thebohemianLatinQuarterandartisticMontmartre.TipsonridingtheMetroandshoppingfortheessentials-
bread,cheese,hamandpastries.

#109:London
Londonisacitythathascomeclosetorulingtheworld.WithalegacythatincludesShakespeareandtheBeatles,
Londonseemstohaveanendlesscapacitytoreinventitself.Here,wesipteaandsavortraditionalsightssuch
asBuckinghamPalaceandtheChangingoftheGuard.WepopintoseewhereCharlesDickenspennedOliver
Twist,andgetabird’s-eyeviewofcontemporaryLondonfromthenewLondonEyeobservationwheel.Finally,we
checkoutcuttingedgeartworkatthenewlyopenedTateModernArtMuseum.Tipsonusingcellphonesand
cashmachines.

#110:OutofLondon
ThecountrysideoutsideofLondonechoeswithstorybookimages.Aroundeveryhedgerowaremythiccastles,
ruinedabbeysandprehistoricmonuments.Thistime,weleaveLondonandstopatHamptonCourt,whereHenry
VIIIwooedAnneBoleyn.WegazeonOxford’sdreamyspiresandbrowseintherealAliceinWonderland’scandy
store.Next,wepayavisittoJaneAusten’shouse,puzzleoverthemysteriousmegalithsofStonehenge,andpursue
talesofCamelotintheroyalcityofWinchester.TipsondrivinginEnglandandvisitingcountrypubs.

#111:BrusselsandBelgium
Forcenturies,Belgiumhasbeenasophisticatedhubforgourmetsandconnoisseurs.IntrueBelgianstyle,we
treatourselvestosuperbchocolateandsampleirst-ratebeer.WeindulgeoursenseswithfolkmusicandBruegel
paintings,andinvestigatethepeople’spassionforcomicstrips.ThenwedrivetobreathtakingBruges,amedieval
citysuspendedintime.There,wecruisethecanals,admireintricatehandmadelaceandpayhomagetoa
Michelangelomasterpiece.TipsonheartyBelgiancuisineandlacemaking.

#112:AmsterdamandtheNetherlands
ThecountryoftheNetherlandsinspiredtheDutchmastersandbecameapowerhousethatconqueredthesea.We
bicycletoAmsterdam’sgreatartmuseumstoseetheworksofVanGoghandRembrandt.Thenweclimbtothe
atticwhereAnneFrankandherfamilyhidfromtheNazis.Later,weprowlwindmillsandcheckoutAmsterdam’s
infamousred-lightdistrict.NextstopistheHague,hometotheInternationalCourtofJustice.Finally,wepeek
atthedelightfulcityofDelftwherewelearntechniquesformakingworld-renownedchina.Tipsonridingtrolleys
andbuyingDelftware.

#113:CopenhagenandDenmark
JoinRudyinthewondrouskingdomoflegendandfairytale-Denmark.HereVikingsplunderedandHansChristian
Andersonspunchildren’sstories.IncozyCopenhagen,wesplurgeonpastries,visittheLittleMermaidanddancetill
dawnatTivoliGardens.OnadaytriptoRoskilde,wecheckoutthreeincrediblywellpreservedVikingships.We
ridehorsebackthroughtheDanishcountryside,strollthroughwriterKarenBlixen’sgardens,andstormthemoatat
“PrinceHamlet’s”Castle.Tipsoncanalridesandmuseumpasses.
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2700WordSTATIONGUIDEARTICLE

TravelandTechnology:
High-TechPrepandDigital-DevicesAreKeystoSmartTravelsInCentury21

ByRudyMaxa,hostofpublictelevision’sSmartTravelsseries

TheirsttimeIvisitedSt.Petersburg,Russia,itwascalledLeningrad,andRussiawasstilltheSovietUnion.Iarrived
onshortnoticewithathinguidebookinmypocketandalistofthreelocalnames.Thenameswerefriendsof
friendswho,Iwasassured,wouldintroducemetothecity.

WhenIwentforawalkshortlyaftercheckingintomyhotel,kgbagentssearchedandburgledmyroom.
Ithinktheycallit“tossingaroom”inspyjargon.HowdidIknowitwastheworkofthekgb?Thehotel’sSwedish-
borngeneralmanagertoldme;infact,heseemedbemusedthatIwasupset.TheintruderstookmycopyofJohn
leCarre’snovelRussiaHouse,mydaybook,andthatslipofpaperwiththenamesandphonenumbersoflocal
contacts.Ididn’tunderstandwhytheyleftbehindthe$2,000in$100billsI’dbroughtalongasspendingmoney.

“Becausethereweretwoofthem,”explainedWilliamColby,theformerheadofthecia,whenItold
himaboutmyexperienceduringalighttoTokyoafewdayslater.(Wejusthappenedtobeseatednexttoeach
other.Coincidence?Ithinknot!)“Neitherguytrustedtheother,”hesaid,“tokeepthetheftofsomuchmoney
asecret.”

Well,now,thatwasinteresting.
Atthetime,ofcourse,Iwasgratefultostillhavemymoney.ButIwasupsetatthelossofmylistof

localcontactsbecausemyguidebook—likemanyguidebooksinthe‘80sdealingwiththeSovietUnion—was
hopelesslyoutofdateandshortondetails.

Today,Iwouldnotbewithoutresources.I’duseamodem-equippedlaptop,dialalocalnumber,and
indup-to-dateinformationonalmostanythingIneededtoknow.Becausetravelingtodayisverydifferentthan
everbefore.

Ihaveahardtimesittingstill.Myfatherwasanu.s.armyoficer,andasakid,myfamilymovedeveryyear
orso.IgrewupeverywherefromHuntsville,Alabama,toHeidelberg,Germany.WhenIgraduatedfromcollege
andbeganmylifeasajournalistattheWashingtonPost,Iworkedovertimetryingtothinkupout-of-townstory
ideas.

Theideawastotravel.
Anywhere.
Aftermorethan12yearsatthePostasaninvestigativereporter,magazinewriterandpersonalities

columnist,Ijoinedthemonthlycitymagazine,Washingtonian.Now,herewasachallenge:Howtosnareoverseas
assignmentswhileworkingforaverylocalmagazine.Imanaged.AbigmusicalcalledLesMiserableswasallthe
rageinLondon;itwouldmakeitsNorthAmericadebutattheKennedyCenterin...Washington.Hadn’tIbetter
getovertoLondontoseetheshow?AndthenvisitParistointerviewthetwomenbehindthemusical’swordsand
lyricssoWashingtonianwouldhaveasplashyarticletimedwiththeshow’sopening?

Youbet.
RemembertheresidentsofthetinyislandofBikiniwayoutinthemiddleofthePaciicOceaninthe

MarshallIslands?We’ddisplacedtheBikiniansinordertotesttheatombombduringWorldWarII.Sincethen,they
hadn’tbeenabletoreturnhomebecausetheirislandwascontaminatedbyradiation.They’dbecomewardsof
UncleSam.Thefederalgovernmentsentthemsurplusfood,andapeopleaccustomedtoeatingfreshishandfruit
sawtheirhealthdeterioratedonadistinctlynon-islanddietofcannedhamandotherWesternstaples.Wouldn’t
anarticleonthelegacyofnucleartestingandtheaffectofadistantwelfarestaterunbyWashingtonbureaucrats
beinorder?Hadn’tIbestgetovertoMajuroquickly?

Yougetthepicture.

page1
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Eventually,thebusinessoftravelbegantakingovermyprofessionallife.WhenJ.J.Yore,aproducer
frompublicradio’seveningbusinessshow,Marketplace,calledin1990toaskmetocontributeregularpolitical
commentary,Ideclinedthehonor.Instead,Isuggestedaregularsegmentonconsumertravelissues.Myfriend
PeterGreenbergwasthenwritingasimilarsyndicatedcolumnfortheLosAngelesTimescalledTheSavvyTraveler.
Ithoughtthatwasacatchyname,andwithhispermission,Iborroweditforuseontheradio.Ibeganwritingon
consumertravelissuesforWorthmagazineand,later,ForbesandMen’sJournal,amongothers.

ShortlyafterSavvyTravelerbecameaone-hour,coast-to-coastshowonpublicradioin1997,Ibegan
writingaweeklytravelcolumnformsnbc.com.Andthensmallworldproductions--whichhadproducedten
year’sworthoftravelshowsaboutEuropeaswellasMexicoandtheCaribbean--gavemetheopportunitytohost
publictelevision’sirsthigh-deinitionseries,SmartTravelsinEuropewithRudyMaxa.

Itwastimetorelect.smallworldhaddonedozensofshowsaboutEurope.What,Iwondered,was
“new”abouttravel?

Inmyopinion,thebiggestchangeintravelsincetheinventionofthejetengineisthehigh-techrevolution.Inthe
lastsixyears,learningaboutadestination,howtogetthere,andwhattodoonceyou’vearrivedhasbecomea
breeze.Wetapintodatabankswithalurryofingersoveracomputerkeyboard.Wecompareairline,hotel,and
rentalcarpricesandpitlow-costprovidersagainsteachotherwithouthavingtopickupaphoneandlistento
recordingstellingusallagentsaretemporarilybusy.

Usingweb-enabledcellphones,wecanindthelocationofthenearestATMorgasstationalmost
anywhereintheworld.WemakeandreceivephonecallsaseasilyinParisasinourhometown.Hand-heldglobal
positioningdevicescoordinatewithsatellitestotellusexactlywhereweareshouldwegetlost.

WanttocheckoutwhatoperasarecomingupjustaboutanywherefromAmsterdamtoSydneytoPetoria
toVienna?Clickontowww.operahouse.com,amulti-lingualwebsitethattracksthegoings-onatmorethan
700operahousesandfestivalsaroundtheglobe.Often,youcanclickonalinktobuyticketstoanoperathat
strikesyourfancy.Wanttoknowhowmanyu.s.dollars1,300,000Italianlirerepresents?Therearehundredsof
sitesthatconvertcurrenciesinafewseconds—you’llindalinktoacurrencyconverteratwww.expedia.com,for
example.Whetherit’saTokyosubwayschedule(www.tokyometro.go.jp/e-home/index-e.html)oramenuofspa
treatmentsataluxuryresortinIndia(www.oberoihotels.com),informationthattookdaystoindjustafewyears
agoisnowonlyafewcomputermouseclicksaway.

Andwhetheryoutravelwithabackpack,frequentInternetcafesandstayinhostels...orwhetheryou
carryacellphone,laptop,personaldigitalassistantandstayative-starhotels,you’retravelingdifferentlythan
everbefore.Ours,afterall,istheworld’sirstTechno-TravelGeneration.

Thisisgood.Evenifyoujourneytoescapetherushoflife,tolistentoyoursoulandwanderdownunmappeddirt
roads,technologyisyourfriend.Afterall,youcanturnoffthatcellphone,laptopandpersonaldigitalassistant.
Butifyouneedthem,they’rethere.
Sometimestheycanbringunexpectedpleasure.

IrememberchangingplanesatFrankfurt’sairportenroutetojoiningtheSmartTravelscrewforilmingin
Venice.I’djustboughtadual-bandcellphonethatworkedintheUnitedStatesaswellasincountriesthatusethe
GSM(GlobalSystemforMobileCommunications)standard,asmostEuropeancountriesdo.Iwasstartledwhenit
irstranginmypocket,becauseI’dneverreceivedacellphoneoverseas.

Itwasmyhigh-schoolagedsoncallingfromWashington,D.C.,totellmehe’dscoredagoalinalacrosse
gamethatafternoon.WhenIrangoff,Istooddumbfoundedinthegateareaofmyconnectinglight.ThereIwas
infar-awayGermany,hearingfrommysonaseffortlesslyasifI’dbeenhomeinWashington.Itprobablywasn’t
incredibletohim—hisgenerationisaccustomedtoinstantaneouscommunication—butforthoseofuswho
rememberlifebeforetheinventionofansweringmachinesandphoneswithoutwires,receivingatrans-Atlantic
callonalittlephoneinyourpocketisnothingshortofmiraculous.
Duringthemonths,theSmartTravelscrewandItapedinEurope,wewereconstantlyremindedofhowtechnology
canmaketraveleasier.Needmorecash?Noneedtostandinlineatanamericanexpressoficetowriteacheck
againstacreditcard,asIoncedidregularly.SlipthatATMcardfromyourhometownbankintoanautomaticteller
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machineindowntownAmsterdamandoutslidesmoneyfromyourcheckingaccount.Andataprettyfavorable
exchangerate,too.

ThecrewandIworkedatabriskpace.Watchingourshowsabout,say,TuscanyorProvence,Ihopeyou
feeltheserenityoftheplaceswevisited.Andwhilewewereneveroblivioustothenaturalbeautyofthose
charmingplacesorthekindnessoflocals,“serene”wouldn’tnecessarilybetheadjectiveI’dusetodescribethe
daysandnightswespentshooting.

Inclementweather,traficjams,icklemuseumhours,crankybureaucrats,lostluggageandotherforces
sometimesconspiredtotangleourschedule.Irememberoneafternoonwhenwewererunninglateforalunch
withthecastellobanfiwinefolksinTuscany.Onceuponatimenotverylongago,wewouldhavebeeneven
later.That’sbecausewewouldhavehadtopullourcarovertothesideoftheroad,searchoutapublicphone,
hopewehadenoughcoinsorthecorrectphonecard,andpraywecouldigureoutthelocaldialingcodeinorder
tomakeourapologies.

Instead,aswezippedalonginouraviscar,wesimplypulledoutacellphone,calledourcontactand
saidwe’dbearrivinganhourlate.

Noproblemo.
TouringGenoa,wehadtheexperthelpofRobertoStubinski,alocaldoctorwhoknewoneofmybestfriendsfrom
myhometownofWashington.Robertokindlytookoffworktoshowusaroundhishometown.Wetraveledin
avanwhilehezippedaroundGenoaandthehilltownsoftheItalianRivieraonamotorbikewithhisgirlfriend,
Maria.Westayedintouchusingcellphones,whichishowwefoundRobertowaitingforusatagreat,hole-in-the-
wallpizzaplaceacrossthestreetfromGenoa’sPortAntico.And,later,ataseafoodrestaurantpopularwithlocals
thatwasperchedonacliffoverlookingthewateroutsideCamogli.

Frankly,withoutthosephones,weprobablywouldhavespenthourstryingtorendezvous.

Youdon’thavetocarryanarrayofelectronicdevicestoqualifyasaTecho-Traveler.Infact,ifyoudoenough
advanceplanning,you’lldojustineontheroadwithnothingbutasmileandcreditorATMcard.Theoddsare
prettygoodthatifyouusetheInternettoresearchatripbeforeyouleave,you’llenjoyaricherexperience.

Notonlyisthereavastworldofinformationonplaces,thereareallkindsofmessageboardswherefellow
travelersposttheirexperiences.Soifyou’renotsurewhetheraspeciiccruiseshipitsyourpersonalityorifa
resortisreallyaswonderfulasitsbrochureorwebsitepromise,there’susuallyaplaceyoucanlooktoreadthe
candidremarksofsomeonewhowentbeforeyou.

Somyadvicetoanyoneembarkingonatriptoanewplaceistotakealeisurelyeveningandsurf
theweb,usingdifferentsearchenginessuchaswww.google.com,www.yahoo.comandwww.altavista.comto
typeinkeywordssuchas“Amaliandwine”andseewhatcomesup.Itwon’tbedificulttoindanarrayof
materialonplaces,hotels,bikeroutes,andsoon.Youcanaccessguidebooksbygoingtowww.lonelyplanet.com,
www.frommers.comorwww.fodors.com,butsometimesinformationcanbeoutdatedifthereportingisbyfolks
whovisitedsitesayearearlier.

Don’tforgettobrowsenewspaperspublishedintheplaceyou’replanningtovisit.Almostevery
newspaperhasawebsite,andthat’sagreatplacetoindoutwhat’sgoingoninadestinationatany
giventime.(Startwithwww.mediainfo.comandwww.newsdirctory.com.)MagazinesincludingTimeOut
(www.timeout.com)offerallkindsofinformationonspeciiccities.TimeOut ’ssitedeliversfreshinformationon
wheretoshop,what’son,andwheretoeatinmorethantwodozenmajorcitiesaroundtheworld.

Conventionandvisitors’bureaus,too,havewebsiteswithup-to-the-minuteinformation.Checkthe
TourismOficesWorldwideDirectoryatwww.towd.comforhyperlinkstomorethan1,500oficesoffolkswho
wouldlovetosendyoubrochuresoranswerquestionsabouttheirdestinations.

Thentherearewebsitesbegunbypeoplejustwildaboutparticularplaces,suchaswww.bparis.com,
operatedbyanAmericanex-pat,KarenFawcett,whowantedtoshareherloveofPariswiththerestoftheworld.
It’sdevelopedintoasophisticatedsite.

Whatwillthefuturehold?Moreofthesame,exceptbigger,better,andfaster.Lateoneafternooninthe
winterof2000,IwasdrivingnorthtowardLosAngelesalongtheSanDiegoFreewayinSouthernCaliforniawith
mygirlfriend.Wehadafewhourstokillandwantedtocatchacertainmoviewe’dreadabout.Asneitherofus
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knewthearea,wehadnoideawhichofthemanybeachsidecommunitiesmighthavemovietheaters,letalone
whatmovieswereplayinginthematwhattime.

“Hangon,”saidLesley,“I’llindout.”
Shedialed800-555-TELLonhercellphone,workedherwaythroughaseriesofmenusbyspeaking

commands,andwithinminutesweweremoviebound.
JustasI’dbeenamazedatmyson’sabilitytoreachoutfromWashington,D.C.,andtalktomewhileI

stoodinaGermanairport,so,too,wasIastoundedthatLesleycouldpinpointanymovieanywhereinthecountry
aswespedalongafreeway.

Followingcomputerprompts,she’dsaidthenameofthemovie,thenameofthetownandthenthe
approximateshowtimewewanted.Withinseconds,she’dlearnedtheaddressofthetheatershowingtheilmand
thatday’sshowtimes.Shecouldhavealsoboughttheticketsbyphoneifshe’dsodesired.Ifshe’dhadalaptop
withawirelessmodem,shecouldhavedonethesamethingbygoingtowww.tellme.com.

Viacomputerorphone,youcantapintotheTellmewebsiteandreceivereviewsofrestaurants,movie
informationaroundtheU.S.,drivingdirections,skireports,sportsscores,stockquotes,andevenyourhoroscope.If
youmissedanepisodeofyourfavoritesoapopera,Tellmewillillyouinifyouask.

It’sonlyamatteroftimeuntilsimilarinformationservicesareavailablearoundtheworld.
Wecanonlybegintoimaginewhattomorrow’sTechno-Travelerswillbeabletoaccomplish.Ithinkthe

bottomlinewillbethis:Travelerswillhavemoretimetodowhattheytravelfor,whetherit’stolingerina
museuminRome,people-watchoveranespressoataParisiancafé,orcatchaconcertinCopenhagen.

Certainly,travelingisasmuchaboutthejourneyasthedestination,andtherewillstillbeadventures
involvedingettingsomewhere.Asurveyconductedontheeveofthenewmillenniumrevealedthatmost
Americansbelievethatbythenextmillennium,scientistswillhaveinventedawaytoinstantlyteleportusaround
theglobe.We’llbeabletostepintoamachineinPittsburgh,choose“Athens,Greece,”andmomentslater,we’ll
indourselveswalkingaroundanancienttemple.

ButIhavefaiththateveryonceinawhilesomeone’sluggagewillwindupinAthens,Georgia.Orbecause
ofadverseatmosphericconditions,theirtripwillbedelayed.

Justawordofadvice:Never,everleave$2,000in$100billsinanunattendedhotelroom.Becauseall
thetechnologyintheworldcan’treplacecash.Andmaybetherewon’tbetwoof‘emshouldyourroomeverget
tossedbyahostileintelligenceagency.
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ThephotosbelowforSmartTravels—EuropewithRudyMaxaareavailableindigitalformviaemail.Torequest
anyorallofthephotos,pleaseemailinfo@travelsmallworld.comWe’llrespondpromptly.

OVERALLCAPTION:FromthefamouscityofMichelangelo’sDavidtoParis’neonnightlifetocozyvillagechurches,
SmartTravels—EuropefeaturesRudyMaxa’spicksofthebestofEurope.PublicTelevision’sirstHDTVseries,the
13half-hourepisodesareanewtakeontheOldWorld.HostRudyMaxamodelshassle-freewaysofgetting
togreatplaces,discoveringthecontinent’svitalityandcharacter,andplottingamemorable,independenttrip.
Maxa,awell-knowntravelpersonality,writerandlecturer,isanmsnbcbusinesstravelcolumnist,aPulitzerPrize
nominatedreporterandtheoriginalhostofpublicradio’sTheSavvyTraveler.

#1.
RudyMaxa,ishostofSmartTravels—Europe,publictelevision’sirst
HDTVseries.Foryears,Maxa’scandor,expertinterviews,andpassion
fortravelhaveprovidedgood-natured,insightfultipstolistenersof
publicradio’sTheSavvyTraveler.Finally,nowonpublictelevision,
RudyshowsviewersSmartTravels—howtoseewhattheywantto
seeandhowtogetthemostfortheirtimeandmoney.

#2.
RudyMaxa,hostofSmartTravels—Europe,isjoinedbyhisdaughter,
SarahMaxa,foragrandtourofVenice,oneof13episodesinthe
publictelevisionseries.BehindthemisSanMarcoCathedral.Smart
Travels—EuropeoffersanewtakeontheOldWorld,withRudy’stips,
tripsandsecretplaces.

#3. 
RudyMaxa,hostofSmartTravels—Europe,revelsinthesunlowers
ofsummerinProvence,France.Provenceisoneof13episodesinthe
publictelevisionseries.SmartTravels—Europeoffersanewtakeon
theOldWorld,withRudy’stips,tripsandsecretplaces.

#4.
RudyMaxa,hostofSmartTravels—Europe,andHDTVphotographer
TomSpeerfromkcts,Seattle,sharearelaxedmomentduringthe
locationshootingofthe13partpublictelevisionseries.Smart
Travels—EuropeoffersanewtakeontheOldWorld,withRudy’stips,
tripsandsecretplaces.

5.
RudyMaxa,hostofSmartTravels—Europe,delightsinthecharms
oftheItalianRiviera,whichisfeaturedasoneof13episodesinthe
publictelevisionseries.SmartTravelsisanewtakeontheOldWorld,
withRudy’stips,tripsandsecretplaces.


