
“Energy & the Environment :   

Changing our Com munit ies, our Schools and our World”  

A& W MA’s 2 0 1 0  High School Essay Contest  

 

Part icipants:  Students in grades 9 th –  1 2 th  in a public, pr ivate, parochial school, or 

home school are eligible. This contest  is conducted without  regard to race, 

religion, sex, or nat ional or igin. 

Length:  6  pages m axim um . This includes the t it le page with abst ract , the body 

of the text , and references. 

Format :  Essay is to be prepared using a word processor program. Use 12 point , 

Arial font  for text  and 14 point , Arial font  for the t it le and headings. All 

paragraphs are to be double-spaced. 

All of the essay must  be the student ’s original work. 

 

Each essay m ust  have:   

A. Tit le and Abst ract  page with the following inform at ion:  

Tit le of Essay – “Energy and the Environm ent :  Changing our com m unit ies, 

our schools and our world”  (centered, 14 point  Arial font )  

2. A brief t it le stat ing the specific act ion you propose 

    ( centered, 14 point  Arial font )  

3. Skip 2 lines 

4. Student ’s full name and address (centered, 12 point  Arial font )  

5. Student ’s telephone number (with area code)  (centered, 12 point  

Arial font )  

6. Student ’s e-mail address (opt ional)  (centered, 12 point  Arial font )  

7. Name of Student ’s school or the words “Home School”  (centered, 12 

point  font )  

8. School address (St reet , RR, PO Box, City, State, Zip Code)  

(centered, 12 point  Arial font )  

9.  Nam e of Student ’s teacher and subject  taught  (centered, 12 point  

Arial font )  

10. Teacher’s contact  informat ion:  School Phone, Home Phone (or cell 

phone) , School Email,  Personal/ Home Email 

11. Tracking Num ber (Grade Level, First  let ter of student ’s first  nam e, 

first  let ter of student ’s fam ily nam e, m onth of bir th, year of bir th) . 

For example:  Jane Doe was born in February, 1992 and is in the 

ninth grade. Her t racking number would be 9JD0292. (centered, 12 

point  Arial font ) . The t racking num ber MUST be placed in the 
header sect ion on EACH page of the docum ent  to be 
subm it ted ( i.e . the t it le , abstract , body text )  

12. Skip 2 lines, then center the word “Abst ract ”  (centered, 14  point  

Arial font )  

13. A 100-200 word abst ract  of the paper ( left  just ify, double-spaced)  

 

B.  Body text   

The first  page of the body of the text  must  list  the following inform at ion:  

Tit le of Essay – “Energy and the Environment :  Changing our 

com m unit ies, our schools and our world”   (centered, 14 point  

Arial font )  

2. A brief t it le stat ing the specific act ion you propose 

    ( centered, 14 point  Arial font )  

 

The body of the text  m ust  be left  just ified and double-spaced, 12-point  



Arial font . The first  word of each paragraph must  be indented 0.5”  and 

capitalized. Papers that  do not  conform  to these specified formats will not  

be considered. 

Subm it tal 

Format  

All essays must  be subm it ted in pdf  format  as tw o separate files.   

 

1.  The first  file will include the Tit le & Abst ract  Page. Save this file in 

the following format :  “Tracking number_Tit le&Abst ract  Page” . (For 

example, “9JD0292_Tit le&Abst ractPage)  

2.  The second file will include the Body Text  and Bibliography. Save 

this file in the following format :  “Tracking Number_BodyText&Bib” . 

(For Exam ple, “9JD0292_BodyText&Bib” . 

 

Both files MUST be subm it ted, via email, by the contest  deadline, in pdf 

format .  I f a student / teacher does NOT have access to software to 

convert  the file to the pdf form at , please contact  the contest  chairperson, 

Elgina McCoy at  734.324.6206, or by em ail elgina.m ccoy@basf.com. 

 

Note:  Because two files will be subm it ted, it  is cr it ical that  the t racking 

num ber for each student  is in the header of BOTH files. Ent r ies will be 

disqualif ied if they do NOT meet  these requirements!      

References:  Cite quoted m aterial within the text  using these form ats:  

(First  author’s fam ily name, year of publicat ion)  or (ht tp: / / www.web-

site.org)  

Bibliography:  Essay must  have a bibliography of all referenced material. As a m inimum, 

each paper m ust  include at  least  one book and one peer- reviewed journal 

art icle.  I nternet  resources, if used, should be cited by t it le, the elect ronic 

address used to access the docum ent , and the date the site was 

accessed. Plagiar ism  is grounds for disqualificat ion. 

Judging:  Judging will be based on:   

 Accuracy of environmental subject  mat ter, 

 Persuasiveness,  

 Adherence to subject / topic,  

 Organizat ion of m aterial,  

 Originality, 

 I nterest ,  

 Spelling and Punctuat ion,  

 Grammar, 

 Bibliography, and  

 Neatness. 

Pictures, maps, and drawings, graphics, and other such addit ions m ay be 

included but  will not  be considered in judging. 

Awards:  The best  paper(s)  will receive $ 4 0 0 .0 0  and a cert ificate. The winner(s)  

and parents will be invited to at tend the Student  Awards Ceremony and 

recept ion at  the Air & Waste Managem ent  Associat ion’s Annual 

Conference in Calgary, Alberta, Canada on Thursday, June 24, 2010. 

 

All other part icipants will receive a cert ificate of part icipat ion which will be 

m ailed in July 2010.  

Quest ions Any concerns or quest ions, please contact  Elgina McCoy at  

734.324.6206, or by email elgina.m ccoy@basf.com 

Deadline:  Essays m ust  be subm it ted to awmaessay@gmail.com  on or before 

Thursday, April 22, 2010.  


