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Thisresearch investigates how to measure the progressoflocalaction to implementdeep
cutsin greenhouse gasemissions. The quality ofdata and mle of modelsin evaluating the
effectivenessofimple menting greenhouse gasmitigation policiesisbeing studied. This
research aimsto assistlocaland regionalbodiesto more accurately monitorng progress
towards meeting ambitious greenhouse gasreduction targets.

Energy Policy in Iocal Authoritie s

Iocal Authorities’ energy policy haschanged
rapidly overthe last few years. There isa
broad recognition ofthe significance oflocal
authontiesin climate change mitigation for
example in the UKClimate Impacts
Programme 2006 and the Energy White Paper
0of 2007.

Previous Iocal Authorties’ climate change
workhasbeen undertaken on a voluntarnly
b asis with no statutory frameworkin place.
However, now the new Incal Govemment
Performance Frameworkis proposing to
mclude climate change indicatorsforlocal
authorties. Forexample:

e Percentage COz2reduction in the local
area

e Percentage COz2reduction in the local
authonty’sown operations

kEremainsto be established how the progress
oflocalauthorties wilbe measured.

A survey oflocalauthorties hasbeen camed
out. This found that most authortiesare not
taking action in theirlocalarea. Very few
councilsare actually measurng their
performance by monitoring CO2 e missio ns.

Thisprojectuses Ieicesterasa case study and
exploreshow leicestercan meetits

re quire me nts forme a suring its gre e nho use
gasemissionsaspartofthe proposed Iocal
Govemment Performance Frame wo rk.

Re search Status

Data and Energy Models

The De partme nt for Busine ss, Ente rprise and
Regulatory Reform postcode energy
consumption data forgas, elec tric ity and
transport have been reviewed and
evaluated. The data are stilexperimental
because the collection methodology
changesfirom yearto year, making yearon
yearc omparisons unfortunate ly
inapproprnate.

A review of modelsisalso being conducted,
examining theirappropriatenessforuse by
localauthorties. Modelscan be:

e Smple models with low data entry
requirements (e.g. CCP and HEAD.

e More complexmodelswhich are time
consuming to use and require a large
setofdata from varioussources
(e.g. DREAM and EEP).

Cunent practice isto use simple models such
asspreadsheetsbecause theycanbe used
easily and rapidly. However, no standard
methodology hasbeen developed for

mo nitoing emissions at city wide scale.
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The projectisongoing. The research aimsto assist localauthortiesto measure progressin
climate change mitigation by meansofa greenhouse gasemission protocolfor
mo nitoing emissions at the city scale and to inform the proposed IocalGovemment

Performance Framework
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