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PREFACE 
English is a language which is used widely throughout 

the world, to communicate and as a medium of 

education. From advertising to journalism, business to 

trade, everything calls for a mastery in English. It is a 

medium through which a poet expresses his feelings, a 

journalist connects to the world, a politician carries out 

his foreign affairs and an individual achieves success 

and fame in this competitive world.  

For all this, the expertise of English language is a must. 

As a part of curiculum, this language asks for tackling 

variety of activities, comprehension, grammar and 

vocabulary. Hence to ease this task, we bring to you 

“Std. X: English Reader” (Third Language)                

(efnboer mebmkeÀjCe), a complete and thorough guide.  

The book covers answers to all the textual questions, 

board questions (March 2014, October 2014), textual 

activities, grammar and vocabulary. It also includes 

Paraphrase of the poems given in English and Hindi for 

easy and fast understanding, a glossary containing all the 

meanings of difficult words explained in English as well 

as Hindi.  

There is a separate section for Grammar and Writing 

skills having ample examples to develop effective writing 

skills in students and to expertise the grammatical aspects.    

Also, there are two model question papers provided at 

the end of the book with relevant marking schemes as 

per the format prescribed by the Maharashtra State 

Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education.  

The board question papers of March 2014 and October 

2014 have also been included for reference. 

There is always room for improvement and hence we 

welcome all suggestions and regret any errors that may have 

occurred in the making of this book.  
  
A book affects eternity; one can never tell where its influence 

stops. 

 
 

Best of luck to all the aspirants! 
 

Yours’ faithfully,  

Publisher

 

paper Pattern AND MARKING SCHEME 
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Section I: (Reading Skills, Vocabulary, Grammar) 
 
Q.1. (A) 

 A.1  Activity for testing factual understanding     2 Marks   

 Textual Passage        

 A.2  Activity for testing comprehension / question/s    2 Marks 

 A.3  Activity for testing contextual meaning of words    2 Marks 

 A.4  Activity for testing grammar in context     2 Marks 

 A.5  Personal response / Thinking skill based question    2 Marks 
 

         10 Marks 

Q.1. (B) 

 B.1  Activity for testing factual understanding     2 Marks   

 Textual Passage  

 B.2  Activity for testing comprehension / question/s    2 Marks 

 B.3  Activity for testing contextual meaning of words    2 Marks 

 B.4  Activity for testing grammar in context     2 Marks 

 B.5  Personal response / Thinking skill based question    2 Marks 

         10 Marks 
 
Q.2. (A) 

 A.1  Activity for testing factual understanding     2 Marks   

 Non-Textual Passage        

 A.2  Activity for testing comprehension / question/s    2 Marks 

 A.3  Activity for testing contextual meaning of words    2 Marks 

 A.4  Activity for testing grammar in context     2 Marks 

 A.5  Personal response / Thinking skill based question    2 Marks  
         10 Marks  



 

Q.2. (B) 

 B.1  Activity for testing factual understanding     2 Marks   

 Non-Textual Passage        

 B.2  Activity for testing comprehension / question/s    2 Marks 

 B.3  Activity for testing contextual meaning of words    2 Marks 

 B.4  Activity for testing grammar in context     2 Marks 

 B.5  Personal response / Thinking skill based question    2 Marks  
         10 Marks 
 

Section II: Poetry 
 
Q.3. (A) 

 A.1  Activity for testing factual understanding     2 Marks   

 Extract from a Textual Poem        

 A.2  Question on comprehension / poetic language    2 Marks 

 A.3  Activity for testing meaning of a word/s in context    1 Mark  
         5 Marks 
 
Q.3. (B) 

 B.1  Activity for testing factual understanding     2 Marks   

 Extract from a Textual Poem        

 B.2  Question on comprehension / poetic language    2 Marks 

 B.3  Activity for testing meaning of a word/s in context.   1 Mark  
         5 Marks 
 

Section III: Rapid Reading  
Q.4.  

 A.1  Activity for testing factual understanding     1 Mark 

 Extract from Rapid Reading Section        

 A.2  Comprehension activity / question/s     2 Marks 

 A.3  Question testing Personal response / Thinking skill    2 Marks 
 
         5 Marks  

Section IV: Writing Skills 

Q.5. (A)  Letter writing         5 Marks 

 A.1  Informal        

 OR  

 A.2  Formal     =  4 Writing + 1 Grammar                  

 (B)          5 Marks 

 B.1 Narrating    

 OR 

 B.2 Describing    =  4 Writing + 1 Grammar     

Q.6. (A)           5 Marks 

 A.1  Report Writing/Speech 

 OR 

 A.2  Dialogue Writing    =  4 Writing + 1 Grammar  

 (B)           5 Marks 

 B.1  Information Transfer (Non Verbal to Verbal) 

   OR 

 B.2  Verbal to Non Verbal   =  4 Writing + 1 Grammar    
 
                  Section V: Translation 

Q.7. Translation        5 Marks  
               Total: 25 Marks  
           Grand Total: 80 Marks 

Sr. No. Exam Marks 

1. Written 80 Marks 

2. Oral 20 Marks 

 Total 100 Marks 
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1.2 The Rats’ Feast 10 

1.3 An Eye Opener 25 

 UNIT TWO: BIRDS AND ANIMALS  

2.1 The Kingfisher 37 

2.2 Sorrows of Sparrows 46 

2.3 Leopard that Strayed into School Trapped 61 

 
UNIT THREE: SPORTS AND 

ADVENTURE 
 

3.1 Relishing Excellence 72 

3.2 Courage Takes Strange Forms 90 

3.3 Climb ‘Til Your Dream Comes True 110 

 
UNIT FOUR: SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

4.1 What’s Gravity? 118 

4.2 
With ipad and notebook around, who 

needs a Pen anymore? 
124 

4.3 The Curious Robot 140 

 UNIT FIVE: FOOD AND HEALTH  

5.1 Food and Health 151 

5.2 Food as Love 159 

5.3 Quick Fix Food 175 

 
UNIT SIX: NATURE AND 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

6.1 Nehru’s Letter to Children 189 

6.2 Saving the Environment 200 

6.3 Mother Nature 221 

 
UNIT SEVEN: PEOPLE AND 

PERSONALITIES 
 

7.1 On Another’s Sorrow 228 

7.2 Speaking to Virdhawal Khade 236 

7.3 Mai 250 

No. Topic Name 
Page 

No. 

 
UNIT EIGHT: INDIA AND 

NEIGHBOURS 
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 GRAMMAR  

01 Articles 345 
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Glossary 
 
buddy (n) very close friend (me®®ee efce$e, Ieefve<þ efce$e) 
‘cause (conj) because (kesÀ keÀejCe) 
favorite (adj) american spelling meaning preferred (British spelling-favourite) (DecesefjkeÀve mHesefuebie efpemekeÀe 

DeLe& neslee nw, Hemeboeroe, (efye´efìµe mHesefuebie nw - Favourite))  
gets quite mad (phr) becomes very angry (DeefOekeÀ ¬eÀesefOele nesvee) 
munching (v) eating something steadily and often audibly (®eHej-®eHej keÀer OJeefve efvekeÀeueles ngS Keevee) 
nerve (adj) emotional (here) (YeeJegkeÀ) 
pretzels (n) biscuits baked in the shape of a knot (ieeBþ kesÀ DeekeÀej Jeeues efyemkegÀì) 
rather (adv) instead (kesÀ yepee³e) 
sneak (v) move quietly and stealthily so as to avoid being seen or heard (efkeÀmeer kesÀ osKes Deewj megves efyevee 

®egHe®eeHe ®eues peevee) 
turn off (phr) switch off (yebo keÀjvee) 
upset (v) worried, disturbed (ef®ebeflele, Hejsµeeve) 
weekend (n) Saturday and Sunday (last two days of the week) (µeefveJeej Deewj jefJeJeej (meHleen kesÀ Debeflece oes efove)) 
yells (v) cries out loudly, screams (®eerKevee, ef®euueevee)  

 
 Paraphrase  
 
This poem expresses the emotion of a son who is 

attracted towards watching programmes on their new 

television set. The son says his father gets very 

angry and mother gets upset when they catch him 

watching their new television set. 

His father commands him to turn off the TV while 

mother reminds him of his study time. Instead, the 

son would love to watch his favourite TV show with 

his best friend. 

After completing his homework, he moves quietly 

and turns the TV set on a low volume. But, 

somehow he is caught by his mother and she stops 

him from watching it. 

His father warns him that if he doesn’t turn it off, he 

would hang the TV from a tree.  However, the son 

doubts his words because his father watches the TV 

more than him. 

His father watches sports all weekend and in the 

evenings on weekdays while munching chips and 

biscuits. The room seems to appear like a zoo. 

So, the son says, if by chance father sticks to his 

words and hangs the television set from a tree, he 

would have to spend a lot of time upon the tree 

watching the TV with his son. 
 
YeeJeeLe&: 
 Òemlegle keÀefJelee ceW SkeÀ yesìs keÀer ceve:efmLeefle kesÀ yeejs ceW 
oMee&³ee ie³ee nQ, pees efkeÀ GvekesÀ veS ìsefueefJepeve mesì Hej efoKeeS peeves 
Jeeues keÀe³e&¬eÀceeW mes yengle p³eeoe DeekeÀef<e&le nw~ yesìs kesÀ Devegmeej, 
peye Yeer Jen ìsefueefJepeve Hej efoKeeS peevesJeeues keÀe³e&¬eÀce osKelee nw, 
leye GmekesÀ efHelee Gmemes veejepe Deewj ceeB ogKeer nes peeleer nQ~ 
 GmekesÀ efHelee Gmes ìsefueefJepeve yebo keÀjves keÀer efnoe³ele osles nQ 
Deewj ceeB ncesMee Heæ{eF& keÀjves keÀe mece³e ³eeo efoueeleer jnleer nQ~ uesefkeÀve 
Jen DeHeves efce$e kesÀ meeLe DeHevee efÒe³e keÀe³e&¬eÀce osKevee ®eenlee nw~ 
 DeHevee ie=nkeÀe³e& HetCe& keÀjves kesÀ yeeo Jen ®egHekesÀ mes peekeÀj 
Oeerceer DeeJee]pe Hej ìsefueefJepeve ®eeuet keÀjlee nw, efkebÀleg efkeÀmeer lejn 
GmekeÀer ceeB GmekeÀes ìsefueefJepeve osKeles ngS HekeÀæ[ uesleer nw~ Deewj Jen 
Gmes keÀe³e&¬eÀce osKeves mes jeskeÀ osleer nw~   

Turn Off The T.V.! 1.1
-- Bruce Lansky
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 GmekesÀ efHelee iegmmes ceW OecekeÀer osles nQ, efkeÀ Deiej Gmeves 
ìsefueefJepeve yebo vener efkeÀ³ee lees, Jes ìsefueefJepeve keÀes Hesæ[ mes ueìkeÀe 
oWies~ uesefkeÀve Gmes Fme yeele Hej MebkeÀe nw, keÌ³eeWefkeÀ Jes Kego Gmemes 
p³eeoe ìsefueefJepeve Hej efoKeeS peevesJeeues keÀe³e&¬eÀce osKeles nQ~ 
 GmekesÀ efHelee meHleen kesÀ Deble ceW leLee Dev³e efoveeW ceW, Meece 
keÀes ìsefueefJepeve Hej efoKeeS peevesJeeues Kesue kesÀ keÀe³e&¬eÀce osKeles nQ 
Deewj meeLe ceW ef®eHme Deewj efyemkegÀì Yeer Keeles nQ~ Gme mece³e GvekeÀe 
keÀceje efkeÀmeer ÒeeCeer-mebûeneue³e mes keÀce veneR ueielee~ Deiej GmekesÀ 
efHelee DeHeveer yeele Hej keÀe³ece jnkeÀj ìsefueefJepeve keÀes Hesæ[ mes ueìkeÀe 
oWies lees GvnW DeefOekeÀ mece³e DeHeves yesìs kesÀ meeLe Hesæ[ Hej ìsefueefJepeve 
osKeles ngS efyeleevee Heæ[siee~ 
 

Section I: Pre-listening activity 
  
*Entertainment  
 
Working in pairs/groups, think of the different 

means of electronic devices of entertainment and 

complete the following web. Which one of them 

are audio or visual or both audio and visual? (A1) 

(peesefæ[³eeW / mecetn ceW keÀe³e& keÀjles ngS ceveesjbpeve kesÀ efJeefJeOe 
FueskeÌì^e@efvekeÀ GHekeÀjCeeW kesÀ efJe<e³e ceW efJe®eej keÀjW Deewj veer®es 
oer ieF& peeue-meejCeer HetCe& keÀerefpeS~ Gve GHekeÀjCeeW ceW mes 
¢M³e, ÞeJ³e leLee oesveeW ÒekeÀej kesÀ GHekeÀjCe keÀewve-mes nQ, ³en 
Yeer efueefKeS~)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ans:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer – audio and visual 

VCD/DVD player – audio and visual 

Tablet – audio and visual 

Sound system – audio 

Ipod  – audio 

Television – audio and visual 
 
*Reactions 
 
When you watch any TV programme, the family 

members and even the others react to it 

differently. Think of it and write down their 

expressions in the following table. (A2) 

(peye DeeHe ìsefueefJepeve Hej efoKeeS peevesJeeues efkeÀmeer keÀe³e&¬eÀce 
keÀes osKeles nQ, leye GmekeÀes ueskeÀj HeefjJeej kesÀ meom³eeW Deewj 
Dev³e ueesieeW keÀer efJeefJeOe Òeefleef¬eÀ³eeSB nesleer nQ~ GvekeÀer 
Òeefleef¬eÀ³eeDeeW kesÀ efJe<e³e Hej efJe®eej keÀjW Deewj GvekesÀ odJeeje 
J³ekeÌle YeeJeeW keÀes efvecveefueefKele leeefuekeÀe ceW efueefKeS~) 
 

Family 

members 

Their expressions 

Your mother  

Your father  

Your sister  

Your brother “Hey, stop watching cartoons, 

come out, let’s play cricket.” 

Your granny  

Your 

neighbour 

 

Your friend  

Ans: 
 

Family 

members 

Their expressions 

Your mother “Stop watching TV. Do something 

fruitful like reading books or 

helping me in the kitchen.” 

Your father “Give me the remote. I want to 

watch an interesting debate on the 

news channel.” 

Your sister “It’s time for my favourite cookery 

show. Let me watch it.” 

Your brother 

 

“Hey, stop watching cartoons, 

come out, let’s play cricket.” 

Your granny “My child, will you switch on to D.D.

channel.  There is an informative 

programme on Ayurvedic treatment 

for hypertension .” 

Your 

neighbour 

“I always see you watching TV. 

When do you study?” 

Your friend “Come on yaar, switch off the TV 

now. Let’s go for a walk.” 
 

Television

Entertainment

Sound system

Entertainment

Television

Computer

VCD/DVD

      player 

TabletIpod

Sound system
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*What will you do then? 
 
What would you do in the following situations? 

Discuss with your partner. (A4) 

(efvecveefueefKele HeefjefmLeefle³eeW ceW DeeHe keÌ³ee keÀjWies? DeHeves 
menHeeþer kesÀ meeLe FmekeÀer ®e®ee& keÀerefpeS~) 
 
Your exams are near and 

you want to study but your 

father is watching a movie. 

 

Your favourite TV 

programme is on and the 

power went off. 

 

Your exams are going on 

and you are not allowed to 

watch TV. 

 

You want to watch cartoon 

but your father is watching 

news bulletin. 

 

You went to visit your aunt 

for summer vacations but 

she didn’t have a TV set. 

 

Suppose you are in 12th 

and your grandpa didn’t 

allow you to watch TV for 

half an hour or so. 

 

Ans: 

Your exams are near 

and you want to study 

but your father is 

watching a movie. 

I would request him to 

lower the volume or I 

would shift to another 

room and study there. 

Your favourite TV 

programme is on and 

the power went off. 

I would be very upset and 

angry. If possible, I 

would watch the repeat 

telecast of the show. 

Your exams are going 

on and you are not 

allowed to watch TV. 

I would complete my 

studies in advance.  I 

would wake up early in 

the morning and complete 

my revision.  Then I am 

sure my parents would 

allow me to watch TV for 

a little while. 

You want to watch 

cartoon but your father 

is watching news 

bulletin. 

I know being updated 

about the things around 

us is very important than 

mere entertainment.  I 

would watch the repeat 

telecast of the cartoon 

show later. 

You went to visit your 

aunt for summer 

I would surely miss a TV 

set.  But, I would not sulk 

vacations but she 

didn’t have a TV set. 

over the matter.  Instead, I 

would look out for other 

modes of entertainment 

like reading, strolling in 

the green nature, playing 

outdoor games etc. 

Suppose you are in 

12th and your grandpa 

didn’t allow you to 

watch TV for half an 

hour or so. 

Since I know the 

importance of Board 

exams and also half an 

hour is not a great time, 

so I would not mind. 
 

Section II: Aids to Comprehension 
 
 
Extract 1  
 
E1. Pre-listening activity 
 
1. Make a word register for the words 

expressing anger from the extract. 

 (Heefj®íso ceW mes ¬eÀesOe J³ekeÌle keÀjves Jeeues MeyoeW keÀer 
SkeÀ met®eer yeveeFS~) 

Ans: Mad, upset, yells. 
 
Read the extract from line (1 to 12) on page (5) of 

your textbook and answer the following 

questions. (A8) 

(Heeþd³eHegmlekeÀ kesÀ He=<þ¬eÀceebkeÀ (5) Hej oer ieF& HebeqkeÌle¬eÀceebkeÀ    
(1 mes 12) lekeÀ Heefæ{S leLee Hetís ieS ÒeµveeW kesÀ Gllej efueefKeS~) 
  
[My father gets……………… 

………………mother yells out, “No!”] 
 
E2. Global Understanding Questions 
 
1. State whether the following statements are 

True or False. Correct the false statements. 

 (efvecveefueefKele efJeOeeve mener nQ ³ee ieuele efueefKeS~ 
ieuele efJeOeeveeW keÀes mener keÀerefpeS~) 

 i. The boy’s sister gets mad at him. 

 ii. The boy’s parents are mad and upset at 

the boy because they have caught him 

watching their new television set. 

 Ans: i. False. The boy’s father gets mad 

at him. 

  ii. True  
2. Fill in the blanks with words from the extract. 

 (Heefj®íso kesÀ µeyoeW mes efjkeÌle mLeeveeW keÀer Hetefle& keÀerefpeS~) 

 i. The new _______ of colour pencils 

bought a wave of joy on the child’s face. 

 ii. Beaches are the _______ destinations of 

people for vacations. 

 Ans: i. Set ii. Favourite 
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3. Complete the following table and write 

down ‘Who said to whom’?  

 (’efkeÀmeves efkeÀmemes keÀne?“ efueefKeS Deewj 
efvecveefueefKele leeefuekeÀe HetCe& keÀerefpeS?) 

 Sentence Who To whom 

i. “Turn that thing 

off!” 

  

ii. “It’s time to study!”    
[Oct 14] 

Ans: 

 Sentence Who To whom 

i. “Turn that thing 

off!” 

Father Narrator/poet

ii. “It’s time to study!” Mother Narrator/poet
 
E3. Comprehension Questions 
 
*1. Why does the narrator’s mother get upset 

at him? (Find the reason) 

 (yeeuekeÀ (efveJesokeÀ) keÀer ceeB Gmemes veejepe keÌ³eeW nes 
peeleer nw? (keÀejCe efueKeW~)) 

Ans: The narrator’s mother gets upset at him 

because she catches him watching TV.  
*2. What is the reaction of the narrator’s 

parents when he turns on the TV? (Find the 

reason) 

 (peye yeeuekeÀ (efveJesokeÀ) ìsefueefJepeve ®eeuet keÀjlee nw, 
leye GmekesÀ ceelee-efHelee keÀer keÌ³ee Òeefleef¬eÀ³ee nesleer nw? 
(keÀejCe efueKeW)) OR 

 Describe the parents’ reaction when they 

see their child watching TV.             [Oct 14] 

 (ceelee-efHelee keÀer Òeefleef¬eÀ³ee keÀe JeCe&ve keÀerefpeS peye Jes 
DeHeves ye®®es (efveJesokeÀ) keÀes ìsefueefJepeve osKeles ngS Heeles 
nQ~) 

Ans: The narrator’s father yells at him to turn off 

the TV and his mother reminds him that it is 

time for him to study.  
3. What does the boy want to watch with his 

best buddy? 

 (yeeuekeÀ DeHeves Ieefve<þ efce$e kesÀ meeLe keÌ³ee osKevee 
®eenlee nw?) 

Ans: The boy wants to watch his favourite TV show 

with his best buddy.  
*4. When does the boy switch on the TV set? 

(Find the time) 

 (yeeuekeÀ ìsefueefJepeve keÀye ®eeuet keÀjlee nw? (mece³e 
yeleeFS) 

Ans: The boy switches on the TV set after 

completing his homework.  
5. What does the boy do after completing his 

homework? 

 (ie=nkeÀe³e& HetCe& keÀjves kesÀ HeM®eele yeeuekeÀ keÌ³ee keÀjlee 
nw?) 

Ans: After completing his homework, the boy 

sneaks down quietly and turns on the TV at 

low volume.  
E4. Personal Response Questions 
 
*1. What are the reactions of your parents 

when you watch TV for a long time? 

 (peye DeeHe DeefOekeÀ mece³e lekeÀ ìsefueefJepeve osKeles nQ, 
leye DeeHekesÀ ceelee-efHelee keÀer keÌ³ee Òeefleef¬eÀ³ee nesleer 
nw?) 

Ans:  My parents react in the same manner as that of 

the narrator. They get annoyed with me 

because they feel watching TV for long hours 

is not good for me, both physically and 

mentally as it causes a lot of distraction from 

studies.  They feel I should play for some time 

to refresh myself.  
2. Mention some other things apart from 

watching TV that you can do to get refreshed. 

 (DeHeves ceve keÀes lejesleepee jKeves kesÀ efueS ìsefueefJepeve 
osKeves kesÀ DeueeJee DeeHe Deewj keÀewve-mes keÀe³e& keÀj 
mekeÀles nQ, efueefKeS~) 

Ans: One can stroll in the garden or play games. 

This also helps us to socialize and get physical 

exercise. One can also read books. Reading 

not only provides knowledge but also 

entertainment. Listening to music is another 

way to refresh our stressed minds.  
E5. Vocabulary 
 
1. Write down the pairs of rhyming words 

from the extract. 

Ans:  i. upset – set     ii. study – buddy        

 iii.  low – no  
2. What is the rhyming scheme of the extract? 

Ans:  a b c b  
3. Give the antonyms of the following words:   

 i.  turn on   ii.  before     

 iii.  yes 

Ans:  i.  turn off    ii.  after    

 iii.  no 
 
4. Write the full forms of the following short forms:   

 i.  It’s ii. I’d 

Ans:  i.  It is ii.  I would 
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5. Find the correct meaning of the word in the 

box.               [Oct 14] 

 

 

 

 
Ans: Buddy – close friend 
 
Extract 2 
 
E1. Pre-listening activity 
 
1. State whether the following statements are 

True or False. 

 (efvecveefueefKele efJeOeeve mener nQ ³ee ieuele efueefKeS~) 

 i. The narrator’s father threatens to hang 

the television set from a tree. 

 ii. The narrator is scared of his father’s 

threat of hanging the TV set from a tree. 

 iii. The narrator watches more TV than his 

father. 

Ans: i. True  ii. False 

 iii. False 
   
Read the extract from line (13 to 24) on page (5) 

of your textbook and answer the following 

questions. (A8) 

(Heeþd³eHegmlekeÀ kesÀ He=<þ¬eÀceebkeÀ (5) Hej HebeqkeÌle¬eÀceebkeÀ        
(13 mes 24) lekeÀ Heefæ{S leLee Hetís ieS ÒeµveeW kesÀ Gllej 
efueefKeS~) 
 
[Dad says, “If you……………… 

………………watching it with me.] 
 
E2. Global Understanding Questions 
 
1. Fill in the blanks using words from the 

extract. 

 (Heefj®íso kesÀ µeyoeW keÀe GHe³eesie keÀj efjkeÌle mLeeveeW 
keÀer Hetefle& keÀerefpeS~) 

 i. The teacher had a _______ if the class 

could work together unitedly for the 

competition. 

 ii. The little kid was happily _______ her 

favourite chocolates. 

Ans: i. doubt  ii. munching 
 
2. Find the words from the extract that means: 

 (Heefj®íso ceW mes Gve µeyoeW keÀes {tBef{S efpevekesÀ DeLe& 
efvecveefueefKele nQ~) 

 i. biscuits baked in the shape of a knot.  

 ii. To chew food audibly. 

Ans: i. pretzels ii. munching 

E3. Comprehension Questions 
 
*1. Why does the narrator doubt his father 

hanging TV from a tree? (Find the reason) 

 (efveJesokeÀ keÀes Fme yeele Hej MebkeÀe keÌ³eeW nw efkeÀ GmekesÀ 
efHelee ìsefueefJepeve keÀes Hesæ[ Hej ueìkeÀe osieW?(keÀejCe 
efueKeW~)) 

Ans: The narrator doubts his father hanging TV 

from a tree because he watches sports all 

weekend and in the evenings on weekday too.  

If he really does so then he would be spending 

a lot of time up on the tree watching TV along 

with his son.  
*2. Who watches sports all weekend? (Name 

the person) 

 (meHleen kesÀ Deble ceW keÀewve Kesue keÀe keÀe³e&¬eÀce osKelee 
nw?) (Gme J³eeqkeÌle keÀe veece efueKeW~) 

Ans: The narrator’s father watches sports all weekend.  
*3. What does the father munch while 

watching TV? (Find the things) 

 (ìsefueefJepeve osKeles mece³e efHeleepeer keÌ³ee Keeles nQ?) 
(Gve JemlegDeeW kesÀ veece efueKeW~) 

Ans: The father munches chips and pretzels while 

watching TV.  
*4. What makes the room look like a zoo? 

(Find the reason) 

 (keÀceje keÌ³eeW ÒeeCeermebûeneue³e pewmee efoKeeF& oslee nw? 
(keÀejCe efueKeW~))  

Ans: The narrator’s father munches chips and 

pretzels while watching TV.  So, the room is 

littered with crumbs of snacks (chips and 

pretzels) making the room look like a zoo.  
E4. Personal Response Questions 
 
*1. What is it that makes you laugh in the 

poem? Pick out those lines. 

 (keÀefJelee ceW DeeHekeÀes nBmeevesJeeueer yeeleW keÀewve-meer nQ? Jes 
HebeqkeÌle³eeB ®egvekeÀj efueKeW~) 

Ans: The situations described in the poem are 

humorous. The situation when dad says he 

will hang the television from a tree evokes a 

sense of laughter. The comparison of the room 

to a zoo is an instance of humour. The 

visualization of the image of father spending a 

lot of time on the tree watching TV along with 

his son also makes us laugh. 

 The lines that make us laugh in the poem are: 

 i. Dad says, “If you don’t turn it off, 

  I’ll hang it from a tree!” 

buddy 

(i)   enemy 
 
(ii)  close friend
 
(iii)  foe 
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 ii. While munching chips and pretzels-  

  the room looks like a zoo. 

 iii. So if  he ever got the nerve 

  to hang it from a tree, 

  he’d spend a lot of time up there- 

  watching it with me.  
*2. Do you think that Dad is really angry with 

the boy? How do you decide your answer? 

 (keÌ³ee DeeHekeÀes ueielee nw efkeÀ efHeleepeer JeemleJe ceW 
yeeuekeÀ Hej veejepe nQ? DeeHe DeHevee Gllej efkeÀme 
DeeOeej Hej efveefM®ele keÀjles nQ?) 

Ans: I don’t think that dad is really angry at the 

boy.  If it was so he himself would not watch 

TV everyday.  Also, the boy says that he 

would spend a lot of time watching TV along 

with his father up on the tree if it was hung 

there. This shows that dad is not really angry 

with the boy. He just pretends to be angry.  
3. Which type of shows do you watch on 

television? Why? 

 (DeeHe ìsefueefJepeve Hej keÀewve-mes keÀe³e&¬eÀce osKeles nQ? 
Deewj keÌ³eeW?) 

Ans:  I mostly watch cartoon shows on TV.  I prefer 

to watch them because they are full of fun.  

We become childish and enjoy the cartoon 

shows which finally relieve us from all our 

mental stress and tension.  
E5. Vocabulary 
 
1. Write down the pairs of rhyming words 

from the extract. 

Ans:  i.  tree – me      ii.  too – zoo       
2. What is the rhyming scheme of the extract? 

Ans:  a b c b  
3. Give the antonyms of the following words:   

 i.  certainty     ii.  less 

Ans: i.  doubt    ii.  more  
4. Write the full forms of the following short 

forms:   

 i.  don’t   ii.  I’ll     

 iii.  he’ll     iv.  ‘cause       

 v.  he’d 

Ans:  i.  do not      ii.  I will     

 iii.  he will     iv.  because    

 v.  he would 
 

Section III: Observe and Answer 
  
*While you listen 
 
Listen to the poem again and state whether the 

following statements are True or False. (A7) 

(keÀefJelee keÀes Hegve: megefveS leLee efvecveefueefKele efJeOeeve mener nQ 
³ee ieuele efueefKeS~ ) 
 
i. They have a new television set. 

ii. The father is very happy to see that the boy is 

watching TV. 

iii. The father threatens the boy that he will throw 

off the TV set. 

iv. The boy says that his father is not interested in 

watching TV programmes. 

v. If the TV is hung from the tree, the father and 

the boy both will enjoy watching it there. 

Ans: i. True  ii. False 

 iii. False  iv. False 

 v. True  
 
*Complete 
 
Now look at the title of the text and make a list of 

expressions; you’ll easily find them while 

glancing through the text. (A3) 

(Heod³eebMe kesÀ Meer<e&keÀ keÀes osefKeS leLee Fme ÒekeÀej kesÀ YeeJeeW 
keÀer SkeÀ met®eer yeveeFS, efpevnW DeeHe Heod³eebMe Hej ve]pej [eueles 
ner mejuelee mes Hee mekeWÀ~) 
 
1. Father yells _________. 

2. Mom says _________. 

3. Dad says _________. 

4. Mother yells out _________. 

Ans: 1. Father yells “Turn that thing off!” 

 2. Mom says “It’s time to study.” 

 3. Dad says “If you don’t turn it off, I’ll 

hang it from a tree!” 

 4. Mother yells out “No!” 
 
* Listen to the poem 
 
Listen to the poem carefully. Choose the correct 

options from those given below. (A5) 

(keÀefJelee keÀes O³eeveHetJe&keÀ megefveS Deewj veer®es efoS ieS efJekeÀuHeeW 
ceW mes mener efJekeÀuHe ®egefveS~)  
 
1. He’d rather watch his favourite TV show. 

 i. with mother ii. with best buddy 

 iii. with a sister 

Ans: ii.  with best buddy  
2. Who says: ‘I’ll hang it from a tree!’ 

 i. mother ii. father 

 iii. both 

Ans: ii.  father  
3. Who is munching chips and pretzels? 

 i. the narrator ii. the father 

 iii. father and narrator both 

Ans: ii.  the father 
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*Observing a poem 
 
Have a look at the poem carefully and note your 

observations. (A6) 

(keÀefJelee keÀes O³eeveHetJe&keÀ Heefæ{S Deewj DeHevee efvejer#eCe 
efueefKeS~) 
 
1. Number of stanzas 

2. Number of lines in each stanza 

3. Dialogues in the stanzas 

4. Characters in the poem 

5. Punctuation marks used 

Ans: 1. Number of stanzas  −    6 

 2. Number of lines in each stanza  −   4 

 3. Dialogues in the stanza: 

  i. My father yells, “Turn that thing 

off!” 

  ii. Mom says, “It’s time to study.” 

  iii. My mother yells out, “No!” 

  iv. Dad says, “If you don’t turn it off, 

I’ll hang it from a tree!” 

 4. Characters in the poem  − 4 

  Narrator, father, mother, narrator’s best 

buddy. 

 5. Punctuation marks used 

  Semi-colon, hyphens, full-stops, 

commas, double inverted commas, 

exclamation marks, apostrophes. 
 
*Opposite 
 
Look at the words given in column ‘A’. They are 

from the text. Find their opposite words and 

write in column ‘B’. (A9) 

(Heeþ Hej DeeOeeefjle mlebYe ‘A’ ceW efoS MeyoeW keÀes osefKeS Deewj 
GvekesÀ efJe©odOeeLeea Meyo {tB{keÀj mlebYe ‘B’ ceW efueefKeS~) 
 

 Column ‘A’  Column ‘B’ 

i. upset ×  

ii. catch ×  

iii. new ×  

iv. best ×  

v. down ×  

vi. low ×  

vii. spend ×   
Ans:   

 Column ‘A’  Column ‘B’ 

i. upset × calm 

ii. catch × leave 

iii. new × old 

iv. best × worst 

v. down × up 

vi. low × high 

vii. spend × save 
 
 
*Rhyming words 
 
Find out rhyming words for the following from 

the poem. (A12) 

(efvecveefueefKele MeyoeW kesÀ efueS keÀefJelee mes legkeÀeble Meyo 
KeespekeÀj efueefKeS~) 
 
1. bee  2. muddy 

3. bow  4. late 

5. moo 

Ans: Rhyming words from the poem 

 1. me  

 2. buddy 

 3. show, low, no 

 4. no exact rhyming word. The word ‘set’ 

from the poem doesn’t rhyme correctly.  

 5. too, zoo  
Add one more rhyming word of your own 

(DeHevee mJeb³e keÀe SkeÀ legkeÀeble µeyo Yeer peesefæ[S~) 

Ans: 1. bee-see 2. muddy-bloody 

 3. bow-sow 4. late-fate 

 5. moo-shoe   
*Title 
 
Look at the title of the poem. (A13) 

(keÀefJelee kesÀ Meer<e&keÀ keÀes osefKeS~) 
 

Turn off the TV!  
Why do you think the poet has put an 

exclamatory mark (!) in the title? 

If you want, you may read the poem again to get 

the answer.  

(DeeHekesÀ Devegmeej µeer<e&keÀ kesÀ Deeies keÀefJe ves efJemce³eeefoyeesOekeÀ 

ef®endve (!) keÌ³eeW jKee nw? ³eefo DeeHe ®eenW lees Gllej ÒeeHle 
keÀjves nsleg keÀefJelee keÀes Hegve: Heæ{ mekeÀles nQ~) 
Ans: The poet wants to express the strong feelings of 

anger of the characters (narrator, father and 

mother) in the poem. The narrator does not 

approve the ‘turning off’ of the TV set.  So, the 

poet has put an exclamatory mark (!) in the title.   
*Who said it? 
 
Glance through the poem again and tell who said 

it to whom and on what occasion: (A14)  

(keÀefJelee keÀes Hegve: SkeÀ yeej Heefæ{S Deewj efvecveefueefKele HebeqkeÌle 
efkeÀmeves efkeÀmemes leLee efkeÀme DeJemej Hej keÀner nw, ³en efueefKeS~) 
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Ans: i. The narrator’s father said to the narrator 

when he caught him watching their new 

television set. 

 ii. The narrator’s mother said to the 

narrator when she caught him watching 

their new television set. 

 iii. The narrator’s father said to him when 

he saw the narrator watching the TV.  
 
 
*Understanding the poem 
 
Look at the following statements and select the 

correct one from the alternatives provided: (A15) 

(efvecveefueefKele efJeOeeveeW keÀes osefKeS Deewj efoS ieS efJekeÀuHeeW ceW 
mes mener efJekeÀuHe ®egefveS~) 
 
1. The poem has _______ lines. 

 i. twenty ii. twenty three 

 iii. twenty four 

Ans: iii. twenty four 
 
2. The speaker of the poem is _______ . 

 i. daddy ii. boy 

 iii. mom 

Ans: ii. boy 
 
3. There are three lines having a dash at the 

end of them. The dash refers to _______. 

 i. continuous thinking 

 ii. disconnected thoughts 

 iii. completion of thoughts 

Ans: ii. disconnected thoughts   
Section IV: Language Study 

 
 
*Phrases 
 
Working in pairs, fill in the blanks with the 

suitable phrases given below: (A10) 

(peesefæ[³eeW ceW keÀe³e& keÀjles ngS, efjkeÌle mLeeveeW keÀer Hetefle& veer®es 
efoS ieS cegneJejeW ceW mes ³eesi³e cegneJeje efueKekeÀj keÀerefpeS~) 
 
(turn on, sneak down, get the nerve, get mad at, 

turn off, get upset) 

1. The child ______ when he saw his broken toy. 

2. My mother _______ me when she saw I was 

playing mobile games. 

3. The street urchins, dislodged many mangoes 

and they _______ quietly. 

4. Papa will surely _______ the TV at 9 pm for 

news bulletin. 

5. He had _______ so he could complete his 

adventure camp successfully. 

6. Charu is frequently warning her sister to 

_______ the sound system. 

Ans:  1.  got upset    2.   got mad at  

 3.   sneaked down     4.   turn on    

 5.  got the nerve    6.  turn off   
*Phrases 
 
Working in pairs select the appropriate phrases: 

(A11) 

(peesefæ[³eeW ceW keÀe³e& keÀjles ngS Gef®ele cegneJejW ®egefveS~) 
 
1. It’s time for news, please turn on/off the TV. 

2. Put on/off your new shoes, we have to go 

shopping. 

3. All of them felt comfortable when she 

switched on/off the fan. 

4. Turn it on/off, I can’t bear it. 

5. You may hide your face, put on/off that mask. 

6. Switch on/off to other informative techniques. 

7. Switch on/off your mobile during a meeting.  

Ans: 1.  turn on     2.  put on    

 3.  switched on 4.  off    

 5.  put on    6.  switch on    

 7.  switch off  
*Comparison 
 
Look at the line. (A16) 

(efvecveefueefKele HebeqkeÌle Heefæ{S~) 
 
The room looks like a zoo. 

1. What is compared to what? 

 (³eneB efkeÀme yeele keÀer leguevee efkeÀmemes keÀer ieF& nw?) 

Ans: The room is compared to a zoo.  
2. Why are they compared? 

 (GveceW (room leLee zoo ceW) leguevee keÌ³eeW keÀer ieF& nw?) 

Ans: They are compared because both, the cages in 

the zoo and the room in the house are littered 

with leftover food. The cages are littered with 

the leftover food eaten by the animals and the 

room is littered with the leftover chips and 

pretzels by the father.  
3. The room looks like a _____. 

 Add your own points of comparison and 

give reasons. 

 (DeHeves mJeb³e kesÀ legueveelcekeÀ efJe®eej keÀejCe meefnle efueefKeS~) 

Ans: The room looks like a temple. 

 
“Turn that thing off!” 

 
“It’s time to study!”

 
“If you don’t turn it off, I’ll hang it from a tree!”
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 The room is compared to a temple because of the 

photos and idols of various Gods present in it. 

 The room looks like a library. 

 The room is compared to a library because 

there is a big book shelf and each of the family 

members is quietly reading a book. 
 
 
*Humour 
 
 
When you read the poem it makes you laugh. (A17) 

(peye DeeHe keÀefJelee Heæ{les nQ, leye Jen DeeHekeÀes nBmeeleer nQ~) 
 
1. Discuss with your partner and find out the 

occasions on which you feel laughing. 

 (DeHeves menHeeþer mes efJe®eej-efJeceµe& keÀerefpeS leLee efpeve 
DeJemejeW Hej DeeHekeÀes nem³e cenmetme neslee nw GvnW {tBefæ{S~) 

Ans: The situation when the narrator’s father says if 

he doesn’t turn it off, he would hang the 

television from a tree evokes laughter. Also, 

the father is said to be munching chips and 

pretzels while watching TV. While doing so 

he litters the room which is compared to a zoo.  

The visual image of the father spending a lot 

of time on the tree watching the TV along 

with his son is another instance that evokes 

laughter. 
 
2. Read the poem again and find out those 

lines and words that make you laugh. 

 (keÀefJelee keÀes Hegve: Heefæ{S leLee efpeve HebeqkeÌle³eeW leLee 
µeyoeW mes DeeHekeÀes nBmeer Deeleer nQ, GvnW {tBef{S~) 

Ans: i. “Dad says, ‘If you don’t turn it off, I’ll 

hang it from a tree!” 

 ii. The room looks like a zoo. 

 iii. He’d spend a lot of time up there 

watching it with me. 
 
3. Read the poem again and again to enjoy the 

laughter. 

 (nem³e keÀe Deevebo Gþeves kesÀ efueS keÀefJelee keÀes yeej-
yeej Heefæ{S~)  

 [Note: Students are expected to perform this 

activity on their own.] 
 
 

Section V: Writing Skills 
 
 
*Debate  
 
Your teacher will divide the class into two 

groups. One group will speak in favour of the 

statement and the other will express their 

opinions against it. (A18) 

 (DeeHekesÀ DeO³eeHekeÀ keÀ#ee keÀes oes mecetn ceW yeeBìWies~ SkeÀ 
mecetn efJeOeeve kesÀ He#e ceW yeesuesiee leLee otmeje mecetn efJeOeeve kesÀ 
efJeHe#e ceW DeHevee cele J³ekeÌle keÀjsiee~) 
 
We should ban TV for a week. 

Preparation 

Discuss within your group: 

Problems related with banning 

Advantages of banning 

Difficulties in banning 

Days when TV was not invented 

Presentation 

Time limit 

Arguments with suitable examples 

Rounds of arguments 

Final voting 
 
Arguments against the motion 

Boon of science 

Uses of science 

Beneficial for certain particular purposes 

Every problem has two sides 

Arguments in favour of the motion 

Curse, disadvantages  
Ans:  
  

We should ban TV for a week 
 

 For Against 

i. It is rightly called an 

‘Idiot box’. 

 

Apart from 

entertainment,  it is a 

source of knowledge 

and information. 

ii. People get addicted 

to it and don’t realize 

how much time they 

are wasting in 

watching TV. 

It has become a part 

of our lives.  

 

iii. Excessive watching 

hinders socialization. 

Worldwide news 

available. 

iv. People become potato 

couch.  

Saves time and 

money of watching 

movies in theatres. 

v. They become 

lethargic, inactive and 

invite physical 

problems.

Use of modern 

technology in today’s 

television sets reduce 

strain on the eyes. 

 

 

 

 


