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OFFERING CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING 

ASSESSMENT

October 13, 2015 :: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EDT

Assess the skills of your incoming students and give them credit toward their 
degree.

OVERVIEW

Many institutions have adopted prior learning assessment (PLA) as a way to retain and graduate 
more students.  Through PLA, students gain college-level credit for knowledge and skills learned from 
nontraditional sources such as work and life experiences. The challenge for institutions is assessing students’ 
mastery of a subject and determining how to award credit on a consistent basis. 
 
Join us to learn how your institutions can offer credit for prior learning assessment. During this online 
training we’ll address the following:

 � Sources of prior learning assessment

 � Faculty perception, awareness, and resistance

 � PLA credit review and approval process

 � Balancing PLA credit toward elective vs. major requirements

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

This webcast will appeal particularly to administrators and faculty responsible for developing or overseeing 
a PLA program, as well as academic advisors or program leaders who work directly with students. This is a 
great opportunity for you to gather administrators from many academic programs across departments to 
gain a shared understanding of awarding credits for PLA.
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LEARNING OUTCOME

After participating in this online training, you will be able to understand and apply PLA credits to academic 
programs. 

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact Tunde Brimah, Senior Conference Director at Tunde@academicimpressions.com or 720-988-1220 if 
you’d like additional information about the program.

AGENDA

Tuesday, October 13, 2015 :: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EDT

 Æ Defining PLA

 Æ Sources of PLA

 � Standardized testing

 � Open educational resources (OER)

 � Work-related experiences/training

 � Life experiences

 Æ Appropriate credit award based on institutional context

 Æ Credit awarded for learning from experience

 � Waive course prerequisites

 � Meet general education requirements

 � Used to meet program/major requirements

 � Used to fulfill elective requirements

 Æ Ensuring PLA credit integrity and originality

 Æ How to assess and make credit recommendations

 Æ Monitoring and evaluating PLA programs

 Æ How PLA credit can be used to obtain advanced standing at the institution
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INSTRUCTORS

Dr. Richard Irwin, Interim Vice Provost, Academic Innovation & Support Services, University of Memphis
Dr. Irwin was recently appointed to his current position after serving as associate dean for University College 
since 2010. In his previous capacity Dr. Irwin was responsible for reinvigorating a number of prior learning 
assessment (PLA) functions—most notably the college’s experiential learning credit program. As interim 
vice provost, one of Dr. Irwin’s major responsibilities is to oversee the Center for Innovative in Teaching and 
Learning which provides support for faculty and students on experiential and prior learning.
 
In 2011, he was awarded a three-year Access and Diversity Grant from the Tennessee Board of Regents to 
support the program redesign of the institution’s prior learning assessment program targeting returning 
adult students. Dr. Irwin was also appointed to represent the University on the Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission’s prior learning assessment task force, a statewide initiative to enhance PLA usage across 
Tennessee’s higher education systems. He also chaired the university’s competency-based education task 
force.

 
Tracy Robinson, Director of Online Education, University of Memphis
Tracy currently serves as the academic advisor for University College students in online degree programs 
and coordinates all prior learning assessment initiatives including portfolio assessments for undergraduate 
and graduate students. She also directs the Finish Line program which assists students who earned 90 
or more credit hours yet left the university before earning their degree. Most recently, she served on a 
competency-based task force that increased the equivalencies of CLEP and DSST exams by 40% and 
developed a plan to launch a competency-based degree program in organizational leadership.
 
Tracy was selected as the alumni association’s distinguished advisor in 2010 and has served on the provost’s 
advisory council on academic advising since 2007. She has delivered advising presentations at the National 
Conference on Students in Transition, annual conference for the American Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences, and regional and national conferences of the National Academic Advising Association 
(NACADA).
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PRICING & REGISTRATION (CIRCLE ONE)

AMOUNT TO CHARGE:____________________

Security Code (last 3 digits on the back 
of Visa and MC or 4 digits on front of AmEx) 

PLEASE FAX ALL REGISTRATION PAGES TO: 303.221.2259

PAYMENT METHOD: 
We accept Visa, MasterCard, and American Express credit cards. To pay by check, include the check with this form or select the “invoice me” 
option. Fax form to 303.221.2259 or mail form along with payment to: Academic Impressions, 4601 DTC Blvd., Ste. 800, Denver, CO 80237.

Print Name                                                                                    Job Title

Institution/Organization    

Address                                                                                                                     Fax

City                                                     State/Province          Zip/Postal Code                 Country

Telephone                                                                                 Email

CREDIT CARD

Name on Card                                                                  Account Number      

Billing Address                                                                          Billing City       Billing State   

Billing Zip Code/Postal Code                                    Exp. Date  

CHECK/INVOICE

 My check is included and covers _________ registration(s) Check # _________________________________________

WEBCAST

EARLY BIRD PRICING
Postmarked on or before October 6, 2015. After October 6, 2015, an additional $75.00 fee for the first connection and 
$50.00 fee for each additional connection applies.
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Learn More
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REGISTER ONLINE or below.
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