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“As iron sharpens iron, so one 
person sharpens another.”

Proverbs 27:17 (Today’s NIV)

 ThismonthIamwritingfromNew
Jerseywhere I’ve spent the last three
weeks at Drew University working
on courses for a Doctor of Ministry
degree I began last year.  As I am
writingthisletterIamatOceanGrove
forafinalweekofclassonProphetic
Leadership.Althoughtheschedulehas
been exhausting, and the reading and
class work at times overwhelming, I
must say this has been an incredible
timeofgrowthandenrichmentforme.
Surprisingly,oneofthemostbeneficial
parts of this learning experience has
been the interaction with the women
andmeninmycohort.
 This D.Min. program is done in
partnership between Bacone College
and Drew University.  Three or four
differentcohortsformedforthedegree
programin thisparticular timeframe.
Mine, which last year met on the
campusofBaconeCollege,ismadeup
ofseveralpastors,achaplain,alibrarian,
a CPE supervisor and a judicatory
levelminister.WeareBaptists,United
MethodistsandPresbyterians.Weare
fromOklahoma,ArkansasandKansas.
Wearemaleandfemale.WeareAnglo
andNativeAmerican. We are young
andold.(Guesswhotheoldguyis?)
We are a varied group of individuals
from different backgrounds and from
different theological and vocational
perspectives. Andwe are a group of

menandwomenwhomGodhascalled
topathsofobedience,discipleshipand
service.Wedonotseeeverythingfrom
thesameperspective.Wedonotalways
agree.  But we have found ways to
listenandtobeincommunitytogether.
Whether discussing theological issues
in a classroom setting or around a
cupofcoffee,wehavefoundways to
be in dialoguewith one another. We
have found that life-transforming talk
happensinthemostcasualofsettings
andconversations.
 As we share concerns about the
ministry that needs to be done in our
particular contexts the insight our
conversations lend to the situation is
incredible.Asweshareourheartsand
lives together we find we are better
able to hear God speak through our
shared stories and through the love
andrespectweholdforoneanother.I
amcontinuallyamazedatwhatIlearn
fromthesecolleagues;thesesistersand
brothers in Christ; who have become
good friends.  I know that when this
time inNew Jersey has passed I will
greatlymiss the timesofconversation
andspiritualreflectionwehaveshared
together. We are emerging from this
experiencemore deeply rooted in our
ownconvictions,butnowwithclearer
understandinganddeeperinsights.
 TimeandagainIhearfromclergy
whofindsimilarenrichmentfromtheir
participationinlocalclergygroupsand
ministerialalliancesettings.Wefindit
notonlytakesavillagetoraiseachild,
but it takes many villages to help us

discoverhowtoliveintheworldtogether.
Overthepastseveralyearsmanyofyou
havetakenadvantageoftheopportunity
to be part of a Together in Ministry
group, sponsored and funded by the
Ministers Council.  Overwhelmingly
the response to these groups has been
a profound sense of gratitude for the
support and encouragement received
from this supportive network of
colleagueswhoprayforandstrengthen
oneanother.  
 Rightnowitistimetobeforming
newTogetherinMinistrygroupsfor2009.
Application formsmaybedownloaded
from the Ministers Council website,
http://www.ministerscouncil.com/
TogetherInMinistry/TIMApplication.
aspx.Applicationsneedtobesubmitted
toABCCRMinistersCouncilPresident,
JackGilstrap,pastor,FBC,Abileneby
September 15.  Don’t think you have
to wait to be recruited by someone
formingagroup,taketheinitiativeand
begin to recruit and form your own
TIM group.  There is so much to be
gained by entering into an intentional
collegialrelationshipwithotherclergy.
The potential for personal growth is
tremendous. You don’t have to go to
New Jersey to experience the benefits
ofironsharpeningiron;youcandothat
rightwhereyouareandevengetalittle
helpfromyourMinistersCouncil.
 Blessings to you as you seek to
carryouttheministrytowhichJesushas
calledyou,inpartnershipandmutuality
withotherbrothersandsisterscalledto
sharetheloadwithyou.

John Williams
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Missions Moment
SubmittedbyDr.RickNelson,Sunnyside,Wichita


Murrow Indian Children’s Home


 For more than a century, the Murrow Indian Children’s Home, in 
Muskogee, Okla., has been committed to sharing the gospel of Jesus 
Christ with disadvantaged Native American children.  Last year, renewed 
interest and help from concerned American Baptists and other friends 
averted a financial crisis that had forced the home to make a broad ap-
peal for funding, and brought new hope for the home and its children.   

 MurrowIndianChildren’sHomewasfounded in1902byanenter-
prisingmissionaryandeducatorwhobegantakinginorphansandhome-
lessNativeAmericanchildrensoonaftertheCivilWar.TwoIndiantribes
laterdonatedlandforanorphanage,andconcernedBaptistsinthelocal
communityalsogavelandandbuildings.
 TheAmericanBaptistHomeMissionSocietyassumedfullresponsi-
bilityfortheschoolintheearly1900s,andtheorphanagewasmovedtothe
campusofBaconeCollegein1910.Overtheyears,Murrowhasprovided
lovingcareforhundredsofabused,neglectedorabandonedchildren.
 Thehomeoftenacceptschildrenandyouthwhomstateagencieshave
givenupon,saysDirectorJoanBrown,acommissionedAmericanBaptist
missionarywhoservesthroughNationalMinistries.“Ourstaffisexperi-
enced,andourprogramhasagoodreputation,”saysBrown.“Mostofall,
weofferaloving,caringenvironmentandanopportunityforthechildren
tobemorelikenormalchildrenshouldbe.”
 TheMurrowHomedependsheavilyonchurchdonations;andover
thelastfewyears,alackoffundshadbecomeacriticalissue.“Perhaps
peopledidn’trealizehowcrucial theneedwas, in lightofall therecent
naturaldisasters andotherneeds inour countryandaround theworld,”
saysBrown.
 JustbeforeChristmas2006, thehomewasunable toaccepta large
siblinggroupbecauseoneofitsresidentialcottageshadbeencloseddue
toalackoffunds.“Itbrokeourhearts,”Brownsays.Soonafterward,the
homeannouncedthatitmighthavetocloseentirelywithinafewmonths.
“Wewantedourfriendsofmanyyearstoknowaboutourfinancialcrisis,”
shesays.“Peoplemayhaveassumedthatthingswereokay,butourchil-
drenneedstabilityandconsistency.Attimeswehadtodecidewhetherto
paystafforbuygroceries.”

— There are many ABC missionaries doing life-changing work for 
Christ on mission fields throughout the world.  To foster mission and 
missionary awareness, the Region Department of Missions will be 
providing mission related information through ABCCR publications.  
This column may be used in a Moment for Mission.
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 Oncethewordwasout,manyfriendshelpedtospreadthewordabout
Murrow’s plight. InFebruary, 2007,members of theCreekTribemade
a one-time gift of $100,000. According to theRev.Marilyn P.Turner,
NationalMinistries’associateexecutivedirector,ProgramMinistries,the
tribeisalsoconsideringfundingconstructionofamuch-neededcommu-
nityfacilityonlandtheyoriginallydonatedtothehome.
 InMay, 2007,Tallgrass Broadcasting sponsored a “Radiothon” on
eightareastations topublicize thehome’sneeds. Peopleprayed,made
financialgifts,andcontributedvolunteerservicesaswellasmuch-needed
practicalitems.AmericanBaptistHomesandCaringMinistries,aprogram
ofNationalMinistries,committedresourcesandtrainingassistancetothe
MurrowHomeintheareaofdevelopmentandlong-rangeplanning.
 Ongoingprayers,financialdonations,andotherformsofsupportare
alwaysneededandappreciated.
 AmericanBaptistvolunteers—individualsandchurchgroupsfrom
Massachusetts toMinnesota— offer bright rays of hope forMurrow’s
childrenastheygivetheirtime,love,andcaringthroughprojectsasvaried
ascleaning,painting,leadingVBS,readingtothechildren,orcoachinga
gameofstickball.Ourchildren’slivesaregreatlyenrichedbyAmerican
Baptistvolunteersandothers;andtheylearnaboutspiritualityandGod’s
lovethroughthesecaringpeople.”
 ManyMurrowalumnireturntovisittheMurrowHome,wantingto
lookat theirold rooms. Anumberofgraduateshavebecome“success
stories,”excellinginvariousfieldsandgoingontocollege.Oneyoung
womanspentallhergrowing-upyearsatthehomewithherbrother.Later,
aftermovingaway,shereturnedtoMuskogeeandworkedatthehomefor
severalyears—eventuallyasacasemanager.Aftercompletingheredu-
cation,shebecameateacherandhasstayedinthelocalcommunity.
 SometimesMurrowchildrenarereunitedwiththeirparents,asinthe
caseoftwomiddleschool-agechildrenwhorejoinedtheirmothersinthe
Muskogeearea.“Thattookalotofcoordination,”Brownsays,“withthe
IndianBaptistChurch (alsoon theBaconeCollegecampus), theCreek
Tribe,andothers.”

 Brown says these stories speak
well of what the American Baptists
have given to the Murrow Home’s
ministry.“Manyblessingshavecome
in,” she says, expressing heartfelt
thanksforallAmericanBaptistshave
donetohelpthechildren.


—Thisreportisjustanotherreminder
ofwhatweasAmericanBaptistsare
accomplishing inournationandRe-
gionforChrist.RN

JoanBrown,Director
MurrowIndianChildren’sHome

Muskogee,Oklahoma
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PlannedGiving
     A Ministry of American Baptist Churches of the Central Region

Joint Tenancy Can Protect a Spouse

Awidowwasveryworried.Herhusbanddidnothaveawill.Athisfuneral,herstep-
sontoldherhewantedtosellherhomesohecouldhavehisshareofhisfather’sproperty.
Couldhedothis?

 Theansweris,“Maybe.”Ifthetitletothehomeandotherassetswasinhisfather’s
nameonly,thenthepropertywouldbedistributedaccordingtothelawsofthestate.

 Ontheotherhand,ifthepropertywasheldinjointtenancywithrightofsurvivorship
itallbelongstothewidow.Shedoesnothavetogotoprobatetogetthehouseinhername
only.Sheshouldfileherhusband’sdeathcertificatewithalegaldescriptionoftheproperty
intheofficeoftheRegisterofDeedstoremovehisname.

 Thehusband’ssoncannotgetthepropertyunlessshechoosestonamehiminherwill.
Atthewidow’sdeath,thepropertywillpasstoherheirsortopersonsshehasnamedinher
willorunderatransfer-on-deathdeed.

Forfurtherinformation,contact:

Dr.MarshallSchirer,MinisterofPlannedGiving
1637MaySt.,Apt.1502,Wichita,KS67213
316.264.0420ormarshall.schirer@abccr.org



Central Seminary Sends Relief Gift to Burma
 CentralBaptistTheologicalSeminaryhassent theMyanmar InstituteofTheology inBurma(Myanmar)agiftof
$11,525tohelpintherepaireffortsattheschool.Thegiftcomesfromtwosources.Thefirstsourceisacommitmentof
$10,000fromCentralandthesecondis$1,525ingiftsthathavebeengiventoCentralforBurma.Dr.MaungMaungYin,
VicePrincipaloftheMyanmarInstituteofTheologysaidinresponse,“HowwonderfultoknowthatCBTSisgoingtosend
asubstantialamountofsupporttohelpmeettheneedsofMIT.”

 CentralandMIThaveahistoricalrelationshipthathasbeenrekindledinthepastyear.Thispartnershipwillallow
twoCentralstudentsandoneprofessortogotoMITnextsummerforthreeweeks.Centralwillreceivetwostudentsanda
professorintheFallof2009aspartoftheAliceandGamShaePartnershipinTheologicalEducation.



Homestead Health Center Seeks Director of Nurses
 Skillednursing facility,dually licensedMedicare/Medicaid, seeksDirectorofNurseswith experience ingeriatric
care,managementandsupervisionofdirect care staff,workingknowledgeof regulatory requirements, familiaritywith
computersandDSapplications,medicationmanagement,dementiacare,andresidentcenteredcarephilosophy.Minimum
requirements:CurrentKSlicenseasRN,atleasttwoyearspriorexperienceasDON,ADON,orMDSCoordinatorinaSNF.
Salarynegotiablebasedoneducationandexperience.Benefits,includingpaidhealthinsurance,isavailable.Submitcover
withcurrentresumeandthreereferencesto:SearchCommitteec/oHomesteadHealthCenter,Wichita,KS67213-3403.



Apartment  Available at K-State Baptist Campus Center
 Atwo-bedroomapartmentisavailableattheK-StateBaptistCampusCenter,615DenisonAve.,justoneblocksouth
oftheK-Statecampus.The12-monthleasebeginsAugust1,2008.Centralheatandairconditioning,kitchenappliances,
washer/dryer,andindividualreservedparkingspaceisprovided.Formoreinformation,pleasecontactEarlineDikemanat
785/776-7315or785/537-1692.

New Construction At Prairie Homestead
 PrairieHomesteadiscompletinganadditionalphaseofitscontinuingcareretirementcommunity.Tobridgethegap
betweenindependentlivingandlong-termnursingcare,theyarebuildinga23,976squarefootassistedlivingfacilityon
theircampus.Thisbuildingwillprovidethirty475squarefeet,one-bedroomapartmentsdesignedtoaccommodatethespe-
cificpersonalneedsofourresidents.Inadditiontotheapartments,theancillaryspacewillincludeaspaciousdiningroom,
asaferoomandotherserviceareas.Inordertodevelopasenseofneighborhoodamongresidents,eachwingofthebuilding
willhaveaconversationareatoencouragethedevelopmentoffriendshipsandcaringrelationships.Theoutdoorareawill
includeagazebo,whichwillserveasacenterpieceforanattractiveoutdooractivityarea.Itisanticipatedthehearthlocated
inthecentrallivingroomwillprovideanattractiveandrelaxingenvironment,whichwillencourageresidentstogatherfor
conversationandcommunitybuilding.

 TheprojectedcompletionforthisprojectisOctober1,2008.Atthepresenttime,severalinquirieshavebeenreceived
regardingtheassistedlivingapartments.IfthistypeoflivingenvironmentisofinteresttothemembersofCentralRegion
Churches,pleasefeelfreetocontacttheadministrator,Ms.DianeHullfordetailsregardingservicesandcosts.Thetele-
phonenumberforthePrairieHomesteadofficeis(316)263-8264,andtheemailisabei@websurf.net.

 Uponcompletingthisbuilding,theBoardofDirectorswillhostadedicationserviceandopenhousetowhichour
CentralRegionfamilyisinvited.
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American Baptist Churches of the Central Region

Mission Giving for May 2008

2008 2007 Increase % Increase
(Decrease) (% Decrease)

United Mission $101,609.78 $97,875.10 $3,734.68 3.81%
ABW Ministries Love Gift $5,267.65 $3,768.09 $1,499.56 39.79%

American Baptist Mission Support $144,118.48 $184,612.03 ($40,493.55) -21.93%
 

Mission Giving May YTD

United Mission $466,536.97 $518,814.80 ($52,277.83) -10.07%
ABW Ministries Love Gift $25,030.04 $20,505.60 $4,524.44 22.06%

America For Christ offering $90,012.71 $85,243.60 $4,769.11 5.59%
One Great Hour of Sharing offering $4,357.92 $55,854.14 ($51,496.22) -92.19%

World Mission Offering $12,696.81 $14,799.51 ($2,102.70) -14.20%
Retired Ministers & Missionaries $20,137.48 $23,758.08 ($3,620.60) -15.23%

Region Offering $5,154.41 $6,333.42 ($1,179.01) -18.61%
Institutional Support Process $16,718.85 $10,189.83 $6,529.02 64.70%

Specifics $71,299.81 $73,452.46 ($2,152.65) -2.93%
American Baptist Mission Support $695,941.10 $789,405.31 ($93,464.21) -11.83%

 

Our Church’s Giving for May

United Mission $__________________
One Great Hour of Sharing offering $__________________

American Baptist Mission Support $__________________


