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Calendar Dates         Term 4 

Mon – Fri 30
th

 Nov – 4
th

 Dec 

R – 7 Swimming 

Year 11 Work Experience 

Monday 7
th

 December 

Presentation Night 

Tuesday 8
th

 December 

Excursion Day  

Wednesday 9
th

 December 

School Concert Carols 

Thursday 10
th

 December 

Activities Day Murray Bridge 

Friday 11
th

 December  

Assembly 1.45pm 

School Finishes at 2.15pm 

 

Items for the newsletter must be submitted by 9am, 

Monday morning.  Newsletters are printed every fortnight.  

Thank you. 

 

 

My apologies go to all parents for the delay in 

announcing who will be Principal at Coomandook next 

year.  The panel was run but unfortunately a suitable 

applicant was not appointed. 

 

It has taken a while to iron out this matter but the 

result is that I have temporarily postponed my 

retirement and will return as Principal in 2016 until 

such time as a panel can be convened to appoint a 

new Principal. 

 

Other staffing news: 

We will be farewelling Adam Downey who is returning 

to Adelaide.  The panel to appoint his successor is 

underway. 

 

Contracts for Mr Sonntag and Ms Schilling have 

already been approved for Senior Mathematics and 

Visual Arts. 

 

We all wish Mr Gary Adams all the best in his 

retirement and a panel to appoint a new 

Groundskeeper will be run before the end of this year.  

He has managed our grounds for many years. 

 

Mrs Julie Barrie is also taking retirement.  She will be 

missed particularly for the way in which she has 

managed our computing systems for many years. 

 

 

 

38 

Sleeps until 

Christmas 

 
  

From the Principal         Kath Macalister 
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The Christmas Season is officially here. The 

Christmas Pageant was on Saturday and it was a 

beautiful day so if you were able to go I hope you 

had a wonderful time. I never got to go to the 

pageant when I was a kid, we lived out in the 

northern part of Adelaide and we didnǯt have a car. 
In those days the northern suburbs was the Ǯcountryǯ and the city seemed such a long way away. 
It was almost a case of packing a bag and staying 

overnight! But we always watched it on the TV and 

I still remember the excitement my siblings and I 

experienced when we saw the Christmas tree float and Nipper and Nimble because we knew HE wasnǯt 
far away and then there he was..........Father 

Christmas!  The promise of so much happiness and 

of course presents! 

 

When I had children of my own it was a yearly 

event for us. I think I was making up for lost time 

but it was such a wonderful experience to watch the 

faces of my children light up with such wonderment 

and joy and the memories are very special. It was 

worth the early mornings and the Ǯstressǯ of finding 
that one spot that was going to give you the best 

view of everything and then of course the big wait. Sometimes as adults it is easy to forget the Ǯmagicǯ 
of Christmas and what it truly means to us as an 

individual and as a family.  

 

So what does the Christmas season mean for 

Coomandook Area School? In the primary school 

there will be many Christmas stories, songs and 

activities happening in the classrooms, which 

means lots of interesting Christmas decorations for 

your Christmas tree at home! (I still have the ones 

my kids made.) We have transition days on Tuesday 

24th November and Tuesday 1st December (BBQ 

tea) and a Year 7 celebration. Presentation Night is 

on Monday 7th of December, class excursions on 

Tuesday 8th December and Carols by Candlelight on 

9th December. All of this accompanied by that end of 

year feeling of anticipation and excitement. 

 

To help us get started with that truly wonderful 

feeling of Christmas there will be lunch time 

Christmas movies on Tuesdays and Thursdays for 

the primary students. The movies will be G and PG 

rated. Students will have a choice of whether they 

would like to watch a movie or play outside as per 

usual. If you do not wish your child to participate in 

this please contact the front office and let them 

know.  

 

I hope you are all as excited as I am about the next 4 

weeks (hard to believe, I know!) and I look forward 

to catching up with you at these special events on 

our school calendar.  

 

 

 

It is with very mixed emotions that I will be leaving 

Coomandook at the end of this year. This has been an 

extremely difficult decision for me to make. 

Coomandook is where I have started my career and I 

have fallen in love with teaching due to my 

experiences here. The staff, the volunteers, the 

families and the students have established a fantastic 

community that I have been so fortunate to be a part 

of over the past three years. I have always felt very 

welcome and comfortable here. I have, however, had 

to make a decision between what I want in my 

personal life and what I want in my career and this has 

led me to return to the metropolitan region in 2016. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 

families and community members that have opened 

themselves up to me and made me feel welcomed 

and valued here. I would like to thank the staff for all 

of the laughs, all of the experiences and all the 

support I’ǀe eǆperienced here. I ǁould especiallǇ like 
to thank the students at Coomandook. You are an 

amazing group of young people and I consider myself 

privileged to be a part of your education. You have all 

taught me a lot and I hope that I managed to teach 

you a thing or two in return. You will all be in my heart 

for the rest of my life and I will always take an interest 

in all of you. There are many staff, community 

From Primary                        Tanya Millican 

From Secondary         Adam Downey 
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members and students at Coomandook that I consider 

my friends. 

I will be present at the Presentation Night and would 

love to have a chat with anyone who attends. Thank 

you all for your support over the past three years. 

 

 
 

FOR SALE 

DRESSED CHICKENS 

Year 9 Enterprise – Chloe Trestrail 

17 dressed chickens available to buy from the school. 

Prices will be on the weight of the chicken 

Contact Mr Roberts at school  

 

Return tear off slip to the school. 

Name: ____________________ 

Phone:_________________________ 

Number Of Chickens:______________ 

Pick up details:___________________ 

 

 
 

On Wednesday 11
th

 November we held a 

rememberance day service. All students that were 

involved done a sterling job with the service. Thanks 

to Madelaine McGinty Coomandook Area School Choir 

sang a couple of songs which was outstanding. It was 

a very moving moment. Thank you to the parents that 

came along and shared this special moment with the 

students and staff.  

 

             
 

 

    

ANAPHYLAXIS  
Coomandook Area School has at least 
one child with a severe anaphylaxis 
in relation to peanuts and peanut 
products.  
Parents and families are asked to 
avoid  sending the following products 
into school with child/ren. 

Peanut butter 

Chocolate bars containing 

peanuts 

Peanut oil 

Or any products with peanut 

as an ingredient 

 

 
 

Madelaine McGinty has kindly been organising lunch 

time swimming. Ask your child when it is their turn to 

swim and they can bring along their bathers to school. 

The weather is heating up and we have got a beautiful 

pool that can keep your kids cool.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

School News         

School News                Remembrance Day 

School News         Lunch time swimming 
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We have been lucky enough to have Mrs Biddle in the 

2/3/4 class until the end of the year. On Friday 13
th

 

November Mrs Biddle cooked pancakes with the class. 

Melissa and Josie were there to help cook and we all 

cooked in groups. A lot of fun had by all and the 

pancakes tasted extra yummy!!!! 

 

                    
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

School News                     Mrs Biddle 

Community News 
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