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PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

GENERAL PHOTOGRAPHY RULES: 

A. Look at  State Fairbook for state rules. 

 

B. 4-H’ers are allowed ent r ies in only one unit  of compet it ion. I ndividuals 

may enter up to three exhibits. 

 

C. Ent ry Tags:  Ent ry Tag must  be stapled securely to the upper r ight  hand 

corner of Picture Displays. Exhibit  Pr ints must  have ent ry tags scotch taped 

to the upper r ight  hand corner. 

 

D. A photograph may only be used on one exhibit  and may be taken with a 

film  or digital camera. 

 

E. Photos must  be shot  dur ing the current  project  year by the 4-H member. 

 

F. Securely at tach photos. Photos that  are unat tached will be disqualif ied. 

 

G. Do not  use photo corners, borders, or place coverings over the exhibit s. 

Do not  include negat ives. 

 

H. Personal Date Tag -  required on all classes. Glue the tags securely to 

back of exhibit s or include as page one in your photo journal. Photo journals 

only require part  A of the tag, all pr ints and displays will require both A and 

B. For the photography port folio in Unit  I I I , the tag can be placed inside the 

plast ic sleeve with the photo. 

 

I . Dress Code –  please follow  dress code as noted in the “General 

Rules and Regulat ions” sect ion of Fairbook ( # 1 8 ) . 

 

Personal Data Tag: Part  A  

Name:  _______________________Age:  _____County: ________________  

Years in the Photography Project :  __________Unit :  ______ Class: ________ 

Camera Descr ipt ion:  _____________________ (digital/ film , fixed/ auto/ SLR)  

Film  Speed/ ( I SO or ASA)Set t ing:  ________Camera Set t ing: _____________ 

Flash:  _________________________(Flash, Natural or Art ificial Light  Used)  

Filter Used ( if any) :  __________________________(ex:  color, screen, etc.)  

Special Lens Used ( if any) :  _______________________________________ 

Focus Type:  _____________________________ (Automat ic, Manual, Fixed)  

Aperture Type/ F Stop Set t ing:  _____________ (Adjustable, Non-Adjustable)  

Shut ter Speed Set t ing:  ___________________(Adjustable, Non-Adjustable)  



Department  B – Photography 

 

 

2 
 

Personal Data Tag: Part  B  

Answer the following quest ions:   

 

Unit  I I :   

1)  How was the photo was taken and pr inted (descr ibe equipment  and 

software used)? 2)  Descr ibe any changes made to the picture using 

computer software. 3)  What  did you intend to capture and what  do you like 

about  this photo? 

 

Unit  I I I :   

1)  How the photo was taken and pr inted (descr ibe equipm ent  and software 

used)? 2)  Descr ibe any changes made to the picture using computer 

software. 3)  What  did you intend to capture and what  do you like about  this 

photo? 4)  Descr ibe the science of taking a photo.  

 

* Part icipants in Unit  I I I , CLASS 40 MANUAL SETTI NG EXHI BI T PRI NT, I n 

addit ion to the four quest ions above, include the following quest ion and 

answer on the data tag. 5)  How did you use manual set t ings to im prove your 

photograph? 

I . Exhibits not  following these rules will receive a part icipat ion r ibbon. 

 

J. STATE FAI R SPECI AL DI SPLAYS SELECTI ON:  Photos will be selected from 

state fair  pr int  ent r ies that  depict  Nebraska for an Extension Office Display. 

This exhibit  will be one display in the Dean’s Office on UNL’s East  Cam pus. 

 

Dress Code –  please follow  dress code as noted in the “General Rules 

and Regulat ions” sect ion of Fairbook ( # 1 8 ) . 

 

FOCUS ON PHOTOGRAPHY: UNI T I  GUI DELI NES 
 

A. Unit  I  Picture Displays: 

 Three 4x6 photos mounted on a single hor izontal 1 1 " x  1 4 "  black 

(preferred)  or white poster or mat t ing board. 

 Every photo on picture display must  be pencil numbered (no. 2 lead 

pencil)  below ( for j udge’s reference only) . Num bers should be readable 

but  not  det ract  from  display. 

 No t it les, capt ions, or st ick-on numbers will be allowed. 

 Photos must  be mounted vert ically or hor izontally. 

 Personal Date Tags (part  A and B)  are required (See General Rule H) . 
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B. Unit  I  PHOTO JOURNAL 

 Choose project  area 1, 2, 3 or  4 in the Level 1 project  manual t it led 

“Focus on Photography” . (available in county offices)  

 Complete the pages associated with the project  area of your choice 

(project  1, 2, 3, or  4)  or recreate and pr int  the pages (st ill using 

actual photos) . 

 Place pages in an 81/ 2"  x 11" black or white 3 r ing binder. 

 Personal Data Tags are required (See General Rule H) . For your 

journal complete Part  A only and include this as page one of your 

journal.  

 

DI VI SI ON 1 8 3 : UNI T I  CLASSES 
COUNTY ONLY PROJECT 

Unit  I  classes 900 thru 903 are not  eligible for State Fair .  

Ent ry informat ion, picture size and mount ing informat ion do apply.  

 

B- 1 8 3 - 9 0 0  -  Photo Journal -  An ent ry will consist  of a single completed 

and bound sect ion of project  1,2, 3, or  4 in the Level 1 project  manual t it led 

“Focus on Photography” . 

 

B- 1 8 3 - 9 0 1  -  Photo Story Display :  Ent ry will consist  of a display of 3 

photos that  tell the beginning, m iddle and end of a story. 

 

B- 1 8 3 - 9 0 2  -  Fun w ith Shadow s Display  -  Ent ry will consist  of 3  pictures 

of 3  different  subjects that  capture the image of the shadow. 

 

B- 1 8 3 - 9 0 3  -  Magic and Tr icks Display  -  Ent ry will consist  of a display of 

3  different  pictures of 3  different  subjects that  use a “special effect ”  to 

create interest ing photos. 

B- 1 8 3 - 9 0 4  –  Other  

 

CONTROLLI NG THE I MAGE: UNI T I I  GUI DELI NES 
 

A. Unit  I I  Picture Displays: 

 Three 4x6 photos mounted on a single hor izontal 1 1 " x  1 4 "  black 

(preferred)  or white poster or mat t ing board. 

 Every photo on picture display must  be pencil numbered (no.2 lead 

pencil)  below ( for j udge’s reference only) . Num bers should be readable 

but  not  det ract  from  display. 

 No t it les, capt ions, or st ick-on numbers will be allowed. 

 Photos must  be mounted vert ically or hor izontally. 

 Personal Data Tags (parts A and B)  are required. (See General Rule 

H) .  
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B. Unit  I I  Exhibit  Pr ints: 

 All exhibit  pr ints are 8"  x 10" pr ints mounted in 11" x 14" (outside 

size)  cut  m at t ing (no frames)  with a sandwich mat -board backing (not  

foam board) ;  rectangular or oval inside mat t  opening.  

 Place photos hor izontally or vert ically as appropriate. 

 Personal Photo Date Tags (parts A and B)  are required. (See General 

Rule H)  

 

C. Unit  I I  Photo Journal 

 Choose project  1, 2, 3 or  4 in the Level 2 project  manual t it les 

“Controlling the I mage” . (available at  county off ices) . 

 Complete the pages associated with the project  of your choice (project  

1, 2, 3 or  4) . 

 Place pages in an 81/ 2 x 11 black or white 3 r ing binder. 

 Personal Date Tags are required (See General Rule H) . For your 

journal complete Part  A only and include this as page one of your 

journal 

 

DI VI SI ON 1 8 1 : UNI T I I  CLASSES 
 

B- 1 8 1 - 1 0  -  Photo Journal:  An ent ry will consist  of a single completed and 

bound sect ion of project  1, 2, 3 or 4 in the Level 2 project  manual t it led 

“Controlling the I mage” . 

 

B- 1 8 1 - 2 0  -  Light ing Display OR Exhibit  Pr int :  Ent ry will consist  of a 

display of 3  pictures of 3  different  subjects or an exhibit  pr int  that  

demonst rates light ing effects. 

 

B- 1 8 1 - 3 0  -  Com posit ion Display :  Ent ry will consist  of 3 photos illust rat ing 

3 different  views of the same subject .  

 

B- 1 8 1 - 4 0  -  Com posit ion Exhibit  Pr int : Entry will consist  of a candid pr int  

that  captures an un-posed moment  and illust rates the emot ion of the event . 

 

B- 1 8 1 - 5 0  -  Act ion Display OR Exhibit  Pr int  -  Entry will consist  of a 

display of 3  pictures of 3  different  subjects or an exhibit  pr int  that  

captures mot ion and represents the act ion in the photo. 

 

B- 1 8 1 - 6 0  -  Nebraska Photography Career Exhibit  Pr int  -  Explore a 

career as a Nebraska photographer. The goal of an art ist ic photographer is 

to port ray a unique or interest ing image through their  work. Capture photos 

of Nebraska landscapes where creat ive composit ion is the goal.  

 

B- 1 8 1 - 9 0 0  –  Other  
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MASTERI NG PHOTOGRAPHY: UNI T I I I  GUI DELI NES 
 

A. Unit  I I I  Exhibit  Pr ints: 

 All exhibit  pr ints are 8"  x 10" pr ints mounted in 11" x 14" (outside 

size)  cut  m at t ing (no frames)  with a sandwich mat -board backing (not  

foam board) ;  rectangular or oval inside mat t  opening. 

 Personal Photo Date Tags (parts A and B are required. (See General 

Rule H.)  

 

B. Unit  I I I  Photography Port folio: 

 Select  ten photos from your 4-H career that  represent  the st rongest  

collect ion of your work. 

 Photos may have been taken at  any t im e during the 4-H experience 

and may have been previously exhibited. Photos can only be used in a 

port folio once. 

 Choose project  1, 2, 3 or  4 in the Level 3 project  manual t it les 

“Master ing Photography”  (available at  county offices) . 

 Place photos in plast ic sleeves and present  them in an 8 ½  x 11 black 

or white 3 r ing binder. No mat t ing is necessary. 

 On the first  page of the port folio include a table of contents list ing a 

t it le for each photo in your collect ion and a narrat ive descr ibing the 

overall intent  for the port folio. For example the port folio could include 

a range of your work from your ear lier years in 4-H photography to the 

 present , you could have a creat ive theme for your port folio or you 

could include photos that  illust rate your diverse photography skills.  

 On the back of EACH photo include an informat ion sheet  for each 

photo that  includes 1)  Personal Data Tag Part  A, 2)  the photograph  

t it le and 3)  a paragraph descr ibing how the photo cont r ibutes to the 

overall intent  of your port folio. 

 

 

DI VI SI ON 1 8 2 : UNI T I I I  CLASSES 
 

B- 1 8 2 - 1 0  -  Photography Port folio:  An ent ry will consist  of ten photos 

that  represent  the st rongest  collect ion of the part icipant ’s work. See the 

notes above regarding details for the class. 

 

B- 1 8 2 - 2 0  -  Advanced Light ing  Exhibit  Pr int :  Ent ry will consist  of a pr int  

that  illust rates creat ive light ing.  

 

B- 1 8 2 - 3 0  -  Port ra it  Exhibit  Pr int :  Ent ry will consist  of a pr int  that  

captures both physical character ist ics and personality in their  subject .  
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B- 1 8 2 - 4 0  -  Manual Set t ing Exhibit  Pr int  -  Entry will consist  of a pr int  

that  showcases the part icipant ’s ability to master the manual set t ings on the 

camera. 1)  Manual Focus, 2)  Manual Aperture, 3)  Manual Shut ter Speed, 4)  

Combinat ion of any of the listed techniques, 5)  Other technique not  listed. 

* Remember to answer the addit ional quest ion for this class on Part  B of the 

data tag. 

 

B- 1 8 2 - 5 0  -  Challenging Exhibit  Print  -  Entry will consist  of a pr int  that  

illust rates a special effect :  1)  Double Exposure, 2)  Light  Paint ing, 3)  Flash 

Mult iple Exposure, 4)  Filters, 5)  Night  Time Exposure, 6)  Zoom ing ( to create 

the effects of mot ion in your photo) , 7)  Digitally altered photos, 8)Other 

technique not  listed. 

 

B- 1 8 2 - 6 0  –  Nebraska Photography Career Exhibit  Pr int  -  Explore a 

career as a Nebraska photographer. Por t rait  photographers specialize in 

individual or fam ily port raits. Capture photos of individuals or groups of 

people and consider creat ive locat ions or props for your photo shoots. 

 

B- 1 8 2 - 9 0 0  -  Other 

 

 

Photos entered into the Unit  I I I  Classes at  the state fair  will receive a 

cumulat ive score from three judges. Each judge can award up to f ive points. 

Exhibits are judged on the technical and art ist ic cr iter ia including focus, 

exposure, light ing, composit ion, creat iv ity and appeal. Scores in the 

Nebraska Career Exhibit  pr int  class will also reflect  the creat ivity and 

or iginality of the photo and how successfully the exhibit  captures the intent  

of the class.  


