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UPCOMING DUE DATES as of August 1, 2013 
 

 

 

EVENT 

Letter of Intent, 

Transportation Form 

Online Roster Registration 

Email LOI, Transportation Form, 

and completed Registration 

packet to: 

Central Fall Sectional 

September 29, 2013 
8/30/2013 9/6/2013 

Jennifer Tresp 

jtresp@specialolympicspa.org  

800-235-9058 ext. 245 

Eastern Fall Sectional 

October 6, 2013 
9/6/2013 9/13/2013 

Steve Koch 

skoch@specialolympicspa.org 

800-235-9058, ext. 239 

Western Fall Sectional 

October 13, 2013 
9/13/2013 9/20/2013 

Mike Ermer 

mermer@specialolympicspa.org 

800-235-9058, ext. 234 

Fall Festival 

November 1-3, 2013 
10/4/2013 10/11/2013 

Steve Koch 

skoch@specialolympicspa.org 

800-235-9058, ext. 239 

    

    

Calendar Year 2014 

National Games 2014 August 15 Coach Applications 

Shane Kiesner 

skiesner@specialolympicspa.org 

800-235-9058, ext. 241 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

Please see a Comprehensive List of Due Dates in the Sports/Competition Section of this issue. 
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MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

Eric Cushing, VP of Marketing & Development, (800) 235-9058; ecushing@specialolympicspa.org  

Kraig Makohus, Director of Development – West PA, (800) 233-5161; kmakohus@specialolympicspa.org  

Christine Anderson, Director of Foundation Relations, (800) 235-9058; canderson@specialolympicspa.org 

Nicole Jones, Director of Communications, (800) 235-9058, njones@specialolympicspa.org 

Demika Poole, Director of Special Projects, (800) 235-9058, dpoole@specialolympicspa.org 

Kera Hamilton, Development Coordinator/RE Database Manager, (800) 235-9058, khamilton@specialolympicspa.org  

Denise Thorne, Development Consultant, (800) 235-9058, dthorne@specialolympicspa.org 

Carrie Hucker, Special Events Coordinator, (800) 233-5161; chucker@specialolympicspa.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together, we are a STONG and BEAUTIFUL thing. 

WE ARE ……………. SPECIAL OLYMPICS PENNSYLVANIA! 
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FINANCE 

Jack McCormick, VP of Finance and Administration, (800) 235-9058, jmccormick@specialolympicspa.org 

Art Jones, Accountant, (800) 235-9058, ajones@specialolympicspa.org 

Steve English, Finance Manager – Local Programs, (800) 235-9058, ext. 239, senglish@specialolympicspa.org 

Trang Nguyen, Accounting Assistant, (800) 235-9058, tnguyen@specialolympicspa.org  

 

1. Centralized Accounting Project 
 

 

 

• Terminal Services and Expense Express are now running on SOPA’s host server 

 

We have completed training the pilot programs on the use of the Expense Express Check Request 

software.  The seven pilot programs are recreating their 2013 YTD actual bill paying by inputting all of their 

checks as Check Requests, using the check # as the Invoice #. 

SOPA Finance has been processing those check requests as if they were real accounts payable checks using 

a copy of our Sage general ledger system, called “Playland”.   

Feedback has been good, and user suggestions are being taken into consideration.  Outstanding issues are 

discussed with the vendor (B L Nickerson & Associates) for improving data entry efficiency. 

Overall, we have learned a lot and have a better understanding of how processing check requests and 

generating A/P checks will work using Expense Express. 

 

• Deposits Express Software nearly ready for pilot programs testing 

 

This tool is for pilot program treasurers to enter bank deposits from their own computers, linked online to 

SOPA’s server via Terminal Services.   Jack and Steve have reviewed a second version of “Deposit Express” 
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(name not finalized) and are pleased with the improvements made.   The software now handles entering 

deposit data quickly and efficiently. 

Our next step is to demo the prototype version with our CA Work Group and obtain feedback and 

suggestions for improving the software.  The last step to test is importing the deposit files into our Sage 

‘Playland” general ledger system. Once testing is complete, we will develop a training guide and begin 

using GoToMeeting sessions for training the pilot programs.   
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FIELD SERVICES and OUTREACH 

Clare Walsh Miller, Senior Vice President of Programming, (800) 235-9058 ext 235, cwalshmiller@specialolympicspa.org 

Penny Coup, Sr. Director of Local Program Development, (570) 437-8569, pcoup@specialolympicspa.org  

Rich Lewis, Senior Field Director, Central, (800) 235-9058 ext 246, rlewis@specialolympicspa.org 

Chris Rizza, Eastern Field Director – (800) 235-9058 ext 225, crizza@specialolympicspa.org     

Jim Binz, Western Field Director – (800)233-5161 ext 242, jbinz@specialolympicspa.org 

Nicole Slater, Programming Projects Coordinator, (800)233-9058 ext 233, nslater@specialolympicspa.org   

 

Volunteer of the Month 

Michele DeVecchis 
Huntingdon County 

 

How’s this for a SOPA Volunteer of the Month?  Michele DeVecchis stepped up 

in the very beginning and helped bring Special Olympics back to Huntingdon 

County.  Please note: Michele is from Blair County!  She had to “cross the 

border” to make this happen. 

 

Michele brought a team of co-workers from Sheetz, Inc. with her to assist in filling management team roles, 

scouting practice locations, recruiting coaches and athletes, and she continued this outreach throughout the 

year.   

 

According to Co-Manager, Cory Sisto, Manager Michele’s “year is up” and Cory has assumed full Manager 

status, but Cory assures all that Michele will continue to volunteer her time, assisting with maintenance of the 

database, assisting with fundraising efforts, and acting as a liaison between the Huntingdon program and the 

contacts she has established over the past year. 

 

Thank you, Michele. 
 

May you continue to inspire all of us with your energy and dedication! 
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2013 SOPA Leadership Conference 

Our early bird discount date has passed and the No More Refund date of 

August 31 is quickly approaching. 

 

If you are a member of a local program 

management team, coach or volunteer with an 

interest in attending the conference… You still 

have time to sign up. 

 

 

Remember, program attendance is a requirement for accreditation in 

2013, and besides, we want everyone to be there to learn more about 

today’s Special Olympics and what great things are in it for you! 

 

The link to see sessions and to register is: 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=6dpi6ojab&oei

dk=a07e7c8imvid1426ca8 

 

Don’t miss out…sign up for YOUR 

conference today! 
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Area M is proud to announce that the 10
th

 Annual Fall Sports Classic will be 

held on Sunday, September 22, 2013. The event is hosted in Hershey, 

Pennsylvania.   This is a one day multiple sports venue competition. 

 

Competition will be offered in the following sports: 

Bocce – Doubles Traditional 

Long Distance Running and Walking – Traditional & 

Unified 

Powerlifting - Traditional 

Soccer – 5v5 Traditional & Unified, 7v7 Traditional, 

11v11 Traditional, Skills 

Volleyball – Traditional & Unified, Skills 

 

For registration information contact Shannon Pechart, 

SOPA – Area M Sports Director at 717-732-6756 or 

email her at areamsports@aol.com 
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ADAMS COUNTY 

GOLF 

INVITATIONAL 

 

Saturday, AUGUST 24, 2013 

 

Registration 9:30 – 10:15 

Opening Ceremonies 10:15 – 11:00 

Lunch 11:00 – 12:30 

Coaches Meeting 12:00 

Shuttles to the Holes 12:30 

Shotgun Start 1:00 

 

http://soac.shutterfly.com  

http://www.beafantoday.org 
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Athlete Leadership 2013 

 

We are pleased to announce that this past weekend at Slippery Rock University  

we successfully trained eight new Athlete Representatives! 

New AR’s 

• Travis Jones – Lawrence 

County- Mentor Anita 

Jones 

• Christina Saraceno- 

Bethlehem City- Mentor 

Denise Saraceno 

• Chris Jagielski- Allegheny 

County- Mentor Terri 

Jagielski 

• Jacklyn Abel- Butler 

County- Mentor Leslie Abel 

• Colt List- Lawrence County- 

Mentor Bob Paterson 

• Joseph Ray- Westmoreland County- Mentor Gwen Diddle 

• Ray Van Etten- Elk/Cameron- Mentor Jean Pearsall 

• Sheena Black- Armstrong/Indiana- Mentor Holly Shoaf 
 

 

And our new AR instructors - Tim & Mary Spence from Butler County 

 

We had an awesome weekend and you will be seeing the 

results as many already have committed to big roles in 2014! 
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Grants Available for Local Programs 

 Al Senavitis Mission Impact Fund Program 

 

This past spring, SOPA local programs received information on the Al Senavitis Mission Impact Fund (ASMIF) 

Program. 

The ASMIF Program has been created to assist SOPA local programs in launching new initiatives, creating 

program enhancements and sustaining program viability by providing financial assistance in support of local 

program initiatives. 

Grant applications are currently being accepted by the ASMIF Committee for 2013.   

Some highlights of the ASMIF Program are: 

 

- $27,500.00 will be made available for grants in the initial year (2013). 

- Grants may range from $300 to $3,000 with a limit of $3,000 for any local program per calendar year. 

-Applications may be submitted at any time and will be reviewed on a quarterly calendar cycle. 

 

Suggested ASMIF uses include but are not limited to: 

• Sending delegations to sectional and/or state competitions 

• Starting up new sports and/or offering local competition opportunities 

• Enhancement of an existing sport or program 

• Community Outreach 

• Competition Registration Fees 

• Transportation costs to and from trainings and competitions 

• Uniforms 

• Equipment 

• Volunteer recruitment and training 

• Athlete Recruitment 

• Athlete Leadership Development 

 

Applications, along with the Program Guidelines and Grant Process information for the ASMIF, can be 

obtained from your local program’s Field Director or on the SOPA Database Resource Tab. 
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Programming Committee 

Review Request Form 
 
Overview 

The Board of Director’s Programming Committee (PC) is a conduit to program volunteers in all positions (i.e., coaches, Management 

Team members, Games Organizing Committee members, etc.) to bring requests for changes of policies, procedures, etc. to the full 

Board or staff for review and possible approval. Items that can be submitted for review include but not limited to: local program 

policies, competition operations, etc.  Examples of topics outside the scope of the PC and therefore would not be reviewed include; 

sports rules changes, personnel matters, etc. 

 

The PC will review all requests in advance of the scheduled Board meeting.  The review outcome will be:  

1. Goes to Board with recommendation from PC 

2. Needs further investigation 

a. If further investigation is needed, this will be conducted during the three weeks prior to Board meeting 

3. Outside the scope of PC and will be returned or routed to the appropriate authority 

 

The requestor will be notified of all outcomes. 
 

Instructions 

Please complete form and return to Nicole Slater: nslater@specialolympicspa.org or fax to (610) 630-9456 

� A copy of this form can also be found on our website at http://www.specialolympicspa.org/top-forms  

� Review Requests will be submitted one month before regularly scheduled Board meetings 
 

2013 Submission Deadlines 

May 11, 2013 

August 10, 2013 

October 5, 2013 

 

Requestor Name       Program  

Day Phone #       Evening Phone #  

Date of Submission       Type of Review Request  

    Review Request Details       
 

 

 

PC Process Verification – PC Committee USE ONLY 

RR received date       

RR PC distribution date       

RR review date       

Outcome(s)       
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 SPORTS/COMPETITION DEPARTMENT 

 
Shane Kiesner, Senior Sports Director, (800) 233-5161, skiesner@specialolympicspa.org 

Jennifer Tresp, Senior Competition Director – Central, (800) 865-3600, jtresp@specialolympicspa.org 

Steve Koch, Competition Director – East, (800) 235-9058, skoch@specialolympicspa.org 

Mike Ermer, Associate Competition Director-West, (800) 233-5161, mermer@specialolympicspa.org 

Lauren Saulter, Sports Information Athlete Coordinator, (800)233-5161, lsaulter@specialolympicspa.org   

 

Upcoming Training Schools – For more information on training schools check the SOPA website at 

http://www.specialolympicspa.org/coach/training-schools   

1.  Flag Football Coach and Instructor Training: Saturday, August 10, 2013 (2013 SOPA/SOYO Multi-Sport 

Training Camp at Antiochian Village) 

2.  Bowling Skills Training – Saturday, August 10, 2013 (Montgomery County) 

3.  Bocce Skills Training - Saturday, August 17, 2013 (Area M) 

4.  Fall Multi-Sport Training - Sunday, August, 18, 2013 (Clinton County) 

5. Fall Multi-Sport Training – Sunday August 25, 2013 (Luzerne County) 

Training Numbers – New forms can be found on the SOPA Resource Tab and on the SOPA website at 

http://www.specialolympicspa.org/compete/competition-and-gaming  

• 2013 Summer Training Numbers 

o Due August 16th 

o Email - Jennifer at jtresp@specialolympicspa.org 

• 2013 Fall Training Numbers 

o Due December 6th 

o Email - Steve at skoch@specialolympicspa.org 

• 2014 Winter Training Numbers 

o Due April 4th  

o Email - Mike at mermer@specialolympicspa.org  

Please note that we will be using the new training number forms sent out for Summer Games for Fall and 

Winter training number collection, so please adjust your collection and recording of information accordingly to 

be able to more easily complete these forms.   

The SOPA Training Department would like to thank the following programs and volunteers for their help 

with training schools last month: 

1.  Kayaking (Adams County) 

• Clinician – Ed Ball  
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2013 Fall Sectional Reminders: 
 

• These three one-day events include competition in bocce doubles, long distance running/walking, 

soccer 5-a-side traditional, soccer 5-a-side Unified, soccer 7-a-side, soccer 11-a-side, soccer individual 

skills, powerlifting, volleyball traditional team, volleyball unified team and volleyball individual skills. 

• Registration packets can be found on the SOPA Resource Tab or the SOPA Website under the Sectional 

Page http://www.specialolympicspa.org/sports/state-and-sectional-events.  For assistance in 

completing Fall Sectional registration materials or online rosters please contact the appropriate SOPA 

Competition Director as listed in the chart below. 

 

Event 

Letter of Intent, 

Transportation Form 

and On-Line Roster 

Due Date 

Registration 

Due Date 

Email LOI, Transportation Form 

and completed registration 

packets to: 

Central Fall Sectional 

September 29, 2013 
8/30/13 9/6/13 

Jennifer Tresp – 

Jtresp@specialolympicspa.org 

800-235-9058, ext. 245 

Eastern Fall Sectional 

October 6, 2013 
9/6/13 9/13/13 

Steve Koch – 

skoch@specialolympicspa.org 

800-235-9058, ext. 239 

Western Fall Sectional      

October 13, 2013 
9/13/13 9/20/13 

Mike Ermer – 

mermer@specialolympicspa.org 

800-235-9058, ext. 234 

 

 

2013 Qualifier Numbers for Traditional 5-a-side Soccer and Volleyball 

 5-a-side Soccer – Traditional 

Teams 

Volleyball – Traditional 

Teams 

Central 4 9 

East 7 12 

West 9 7 

Total 20 28 
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2014 USA National Games Information for Fall Sectionals & Fall Festival 
• Please note that athletes interested in qualifying for the 2014 USA National Games in New Jersey must 

compete at this event to qualify for Fall Festival.  Athletes who qualify for Fall Festival will be eligible 

for the National Games Selection. 

• Special Olympics Pennsylvania has the following allocations remaining to be selected for National 

Games: 

 

        Individual Sports -                         

Sport                          Athletes            Breakdown  

Bocce         24  10 Male Athletes, 2 Male Unified Partners, 10 Female  

Athletes, 2 Female Unified Partners 

Powerlifting          7  5 Male Athletes, 2 Female Athletes 

 

Team Sports - 

                                         Number of            Number of  

       Sport                       Athletes/Partners          Teams          Age Groups  

Soccer 5-a-side                    30                    2   22 & older 

Soccer 5-a-side Unified      10                    2               16-21 & 22 & older 

Volleyball                    24                    2                22 & older 
 

Additional National Games Soccer Information – We have received quota for 2 – 5v5 Traditional and 2 – 5v5 

Unified Sports Soccer teams.  As with Basketball and Volleyball, we do not have enough all-female teams 

competing in 5v5 Soccer to request all-female teams, so we requested and received male teams.  Male teams 

can be either all-male or co-ed teams.  Selection of teams will follow the outline above for individual athlete 

selection.  Only those athletes who competed with the team during Fall Festival or who were listed as an 

alternate for the team will be eligible to be considered for the final National Games roster.   

Traditional 5v5 Soccer – We will cap participation in traditional 5v5 soccer at Fall Festival at 16 teams for 

2013.  Programs who have not offered training in soccer in the past, but who start this year, will not be 

eligible to have any traditional 5v5 soccer team advance from Sectional competition to Fall Festival.   

Unified Sports 5v5 Soccer – We will cap participation in Unified Sports 5v5 soccer at Fall Festival at 8 teams 

for 2013.  Any program who offers training in Unified Sports 5v5 soccer this year will be eligible to 

participate in competition at their respective Fall Sectional and if drawn may advance to Fall Festival.   

As with individual sports, we will not consider teams from a different level of competition for the random 

draw for allocations in any team sport.  For example, a 7v7 Soccer team who wins a Gold Medal in their 

division at Fall Festival will not be included in the drawing for the 5v5 Soccer team allocation for National 

Games unless there were not enough 5v5 teams interested to fill the allocations. 
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Maximum roster size for Traditional and Unified Sports 5v5 Soccer for Fall Sectionals, Fall Festival and 

National Games is 10.  For Unified Sports 5v5 Soccer the roster must contain a proportionate number of 

athletes and partners.  During play, a team may not exceed 3 athletes and 2 Unified Sports partners per side.  

Each team must also have an adult non-playing coach responsible for the lineup and conduct of the team 

during competition. 

Individuals interested in starting a Unified Sports 5v5 Soccer team are encouraged to learn more about Unified 

Sports by taking the free, online Coaching Unified Sports Course offered through the National Federation of 

State High School Associations at http://www.nfhslearn.com/.  (This course, if taken and completed, can be 

used for continuing education credit for any current Special Olympics Pennsylvania coach certification.) 

Unified Sports 5v5 soccer is played according to the same rules that govern Traditional 5v5 soccer play with 

the exception noted above as to number of athletes and Unified Sports partners allowed on the field during 

play. 

Coaches for 5v5 Soccer teams will come from the delegations who receive the allocations. 

National Games Coaches – Applications for individuals interested in serving as a coach for Team Pennsylvania 

are available on the National Games page of the SOPA at http://www.specialolympicspa.org/sports/national-

games.  Please note there are two versions of the application, one which can be typed on line and the other 

which is to be handwritten.  If at all possible, please use the version which can be typed into as it provides a 

much cleaner copy. 

The deadline for coach applications is August 15th.  Team sport coaches will come from the program whose 

team is drawn for an allocation and do not need to apply for selection.   

2014 National Games Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. What is the cost to our local program to send an athlete to National Games? 

a. There is no cost to the local program to send an athlete to National Games.  Special Olympics 

Pennsylvania will be covering the expenses for all Team Pennsylvania athletes, Unified Sports 

partners, and coaches to attend the Games. 

2. Will our local program be required to provide uniforms for our athletes attending National Games?  

What about sports equipment? 

a. Uniforms and some general wear items will be provided to each member of Team Pennsylvania.  

Specifics on what all will be provided is still being developed. 

b. For individual sports it is expected that the athletes bring with them whatever equipment is 

required to participate in their sport (i.e. golf clubs, tennis shoes, tennis rackets, etc. 

c. For team sports, Special Olympics Pennsylvania will provide items that the entire team needs to 

train, warm-up and use during competition such as basketballs, softballs, softball bats, batting 

helmets, catchers equipment, etc.  Individuals will be required to bring their own softball 

gloves, knee pads (Volleyball), batting gloves, etc. 

3. If one of my athletes is selected to Team Pennsylvania, are we required to send a coach with them for 

that sport? 
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a. No, your program is not required to send a coach to National Games with your athlete(s) unless 

you receive an allocation for a team sport.  Coaches for individual sports will be selected from 

those submitting applications.  We will select enough coaches to provide for 1 coach for every 4 

athletes in each sport. 

4. One of my selected athletes requires 1:1 support in order to attend National Games.  Can my program 

select the 1:1 support staff for that athlete? 

a. Yes.  In fact, if your program has an athlete requiring 1:1 support you are required to provide 

that support person for your athlete.  Special Olympics Pennsylvania will cover all the costs 

associated with the 1:1 support for any athlete requiring such support. 

5. One of our athletes was selected to Team Pennsylvania after Summer Games.  When will they receive 

their National Games application and when will it be due to SOPA? 

a. National Games athlete applications will be sent out in the next couple of weeks to athletes 

selected from Summer Games.  The due date has yet to be finalized, but there will be plenty of 

time for Summer Games athletes to complete their applications.  The turn-around time to get 

applications returned from those athletes selected from Fall Festival, will, due to the deadline 

for submission of information to the National Games Organizing Committee, unfortunately be 

shorter. 

6. Who do I contact if I have questions regarding Team Pennsylvania’s participation in the 2014 USA 

National Games? 

a. You may contact: 

i. Shane Kiesner, Senior Sports Director and Team Pennsylvania HOD at 800-235-9058, ext. 

241 

ii. Jennifer Tresp, Senior Competition Director and Team Pennsylvania Assistant HOD at 

800-235-9058, ext. 245 

iii. Mike Ermer, Western Competition Director and Team Pennsylvania Assistant HOD at 

800-235-9058, ext. 243 

7. I know someone who might be interested in donating or providing to Special Olympics Pennsylvania, at 

a reduced cost, items such as uniforms and sports equipment for Team Pennsylvania.  What items are 

needed and who should I contact to discuss these opportunities for donations or reduced costs items? 

a. Please contact Shane Kiesner for a list of items we need for Team Pennsylvania and to discuss 

opportunities for securing donations or reduced prices on these items. 

 

 

2013 25
th

 Annual Fall Festival 
• This three day event offers competition in bocce doubles, long distance running/walking, power lifting, 

soccer, and volleyball. 

• This year’s theme is “Hollywood Presents – A celebration of 25 years of Athletes”. 

• The Registration Packet for this event will be sent to the Sports and Competition Director and posted 

on the SOPA website in early August. 
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  Event Letter of 

Intent, and On-

Line Roster 

Registration 

Due Date 

Email LOI and completed 

registration packets to: 

Fall Festival     

 November 1-3, 2013        

10/4/2013 10/11/13 Steve Koch - 

skoch@specialolympicspa.org 

 

 

13th ANNUAL ATHLETE T-SHIRT LOGO CONTEST 
Create a Volunteer T-Shirt Logo for our 2014 SOPA Sectionals! 

� Artwork should be on high-quality, white, 8½” x 11” paper drawn in either black or dark blue ink (no 

crayon or pencil will be accepted); 

� Computer-generated artwork will be considered, but is not necessary; 

� Only one submission per athlete; 

� Name and local program of artist should appear in small print in a small area of the artwork;  

� Name, county and contact number should be in pencil on the back of the artwork; 

� If not drawn with the design, the word VOLUNTEER will be incorporated either into the design or on 

the T-shirt; 

� The New SOPA Logo will be incorporated into the design or on the T-shirt in an area that does not 

interfere with the design.  However, keep the below image in mind when creating your logo; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� If drawing several sports figures, please include all sports held at SOPA Sectional Competitions: 

bowling, aquatics, athletics/long distance running/walking, basketball, golf, softball, tennis, 

powerlifting, soccer, volleyball, and bocce.  

� The winner will be announced at Winter Games or the first event that he/she attends.  The athlete will 

be given a T-shirt and sweatshirt with his/her winning logo. 

� All submissions are due by Friday, November 15
th

  to  SOPA, PO Box 1017, Lemont, PA 16851-1017  
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MONTH __________________________ 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS PENNSYLVANIA 

NOMINATION 

for 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 

 

Nominee Name: ____________________________________________________________________________                 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________                 

Volunteer Position: __________________________________________________________________________                

Home Phone Number:                                                   Work Phone Number: ____________________________ 

Shirt Size: _________________________________________________________________________________          

The award for Outstanding Volunteer of the Month is presented to the individual who has demonstrated 

exceptional commitment to Special Olympics; who has demonstrated appreciable time and effort; and who 

has made an outstanding contribution to the Special Olympics movement. 

CRITERIA: 

A.  Number of years involved in Special Olympics 

B.  Number of other Special Olympic positions held and when (area/sectional/state) 

C.  Indication that individual has demonstrated commitment to all levels of Special Olympics  

                 (area/state/SOI) 

D.  Indication as an advocate for persons with intellectual disabilities, and also for sports 

participation. 

E.  Creative leadership 

 

Description of extent of time and effort contributed to your area/county: 

 

 

Evidence of quality of leadership and organizational ability in your area:   

(continued) 
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Description of results of nominee’s efforts to assist the Special Olympics movement in the development of a 

quality sports training and competition program (ex. Nominee organized top-level sports events; fundraising 

activities netted $50,000, etc.):                                       

 

 

 

Evidence of success in recruiting and motivating others:                                                       

 

 

 

Number of years involved in Special Olympics: 

 

                                           

Other (would include individual assists at Chapter level competition or actively recruits new athletes, etc): 

 

 

 

 

Date: ___________________  Nominated by: _____________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

County: ________________Position:____________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________________________________________ 
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Sanctioned Events as of August 1, 2013 

 

Some programs host invitational events.  If you are interested in attending an event listed below, please 

contact the hosting program to confirm if the event is opened to visitors and for any registration needs. 

 

SOPA Program Date Sports Level Event Type Location/Address 

Number 

of 

Athletes 

Unified 

Crawford County 

Jul 

31, 

2013 

LDR/LDW 

Volleyball 

Bocce 

Local 
Athlete 

Training 

222 Chestnut 

Street 

Meadville, PA 

16335 

25 No 

Lehigh County 

Aug 

03, 

2013 

Bocce Local 
Athlete 

Training 

3710 Hamilton 

Blvd. 

Allentown, PA 

18103 

15-22 No 

Allegheny County 

Aug 

03, 

2013 

Golf Local Competition 

1530 Hamilton 

Road 

Pittsburgh, PA 

15234 

30 No 

Lehigh County 

Aug 

04, 

2013 

Soccer Local 
Athlete 

Training 

7201 Hamilton 

Blvd. 

Trexlertown, PA 

18087 

22 No 

Lehigh County 

Aug 

07, 

2013 

Volleyball Local 
Athlete 

Training 

3710 Hamilton 

Blvd. 

851 N 15th Street 

Allentown, PA 

18103 

12-14 No 

Columbia/Montour 

Counties 

Aug 

10, 

2013 

Bowling Local 
Athlete 

Training 
Route 11, PA 

 
Yes 
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Area M 

Aug 

11, 

2013 

Non-Sports 

(PB, GS, 

PC, etc.) 

Invitational Competition 

Shady Lane 

Enola, PA 

17025 

45-50 Yes 

Columbia/Montour 

Counties 

Aug 

12, 

2013 

Bocce Local 
Athlete 

Training 

Town Park Bocce 

Courts 

Bloomsburg, PA  
Yes 

Adams County 

Aug 

14, 

2013 

Golf Local Competition 

Westminster Ave. 

Hanover, PA 

17331  
No 

Columbia/Montour 

Counties 

Aug 

14, 

2013 

Soccer Local 
Athlete 

Training 

 

Bloomsburg, PA  
No 

Adams County 

Aug 

20, 

2013 

Volleyball Local Competition 

Town Hill Rd 

York Springs, PA 

17372  
No 

Adams County 

Aug 

24, 

2013 

Golf Invitational Competition 

Westminster Ave 

Hanover, PA 

17331  
No 

Special Olympics 

Pennsylvania 

Sep 

29, 

2013 

LDR/LDW 

Soccer 

Powerlifting 

Volleyball 

Bocce 

Sectional Competition 
Moore Street 

Huntingdon, PA 
350 Yes 

Special Olympics 

Pennsylvania 

Oct 

06, 

2013 

LDR/LDW 

Soccer 

Powerlifting 

Unified 

Sports 

Bocce 

Sectional Competition 

200 Prospect 

Street  

East Stroudsburg, 

PA 

18301-2999 

900 Yes 

Special Olympics 

Pennsylvania 

Oct 

13, 

2013 

LDR/LDW 

Soccer 

Powerlifting 

Volleyball 

Bocce 

Sectional Competition 

1 Morrow Way  

Slippery Rock, PA 

16057 

400 Yes 
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Special Olympics 

Pennsylvania 

Nov 

01, 

2013 

LDR/LDW 

Roller 

Skating 

Artistic 

Soccer 

Powerlifting 

Volleyball 

Roller 

Skating 

Speed 

Unified 

Sports 

Bocce 

State Competition 

800 E Lancaster 

Ave 

Villanova, PA 

19087 

1000 Yes 
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FIELD SERVICES and OUTREACH 

Clare Walsh Miller, Senior Vice President of Programming, (800) 235-9058 ext 235, cwalshmiller@specialolympicspa.org 

Penny Coup, Sr. Director of Local Program Development, (570) 437-8569, pcoup@specialolympicspa.org  

Rich Lewis, Senior Field Director, Central, (800) 235-9058 ext 246, rlewis@specialolympicspa.org 

Chris Rizza, Eastern Field Director – (800) 235-9058 ext 225, crizza@specialolympicspa.org     

Jim Binz, Western Field Director – (800)233-5161 ext 242, jbinz@specialolympicspa.org 

Nicole Slater, Programming Projects Coordinator, (800)233-9058 ext 233, nslater@specialolympicspa.org 

 

SPORTS/COMPETITION DEPARTMENT 
 
Shane Kiesner, Senior Sports Director, (800) 233-5161, skiesner@specialolympicspa.org 

Jennifer Tresp, Senior Competition Director – Central, (800) 865-3600, jtresp@specialolympicspa.org 

Steve Koch, Competition Director – East, (800) 235-9058, skoch@specialolympicspa.org 

Mike Ermer, Associate Competition Director--West, (800) 233-5161, mermer@specialolympicspa.org 

Lauren Saulter, Sports Information Athlete Coordinator – West, (800) 233-5161, lsaulter@specialolympicspa.org    

FINANCE 

Jack McCormick, VP of Finance and Administration, (800) 235-9058, jmccormick@specialolympicspa.org 

Art Jones, Accountant, (800) 235-9058, ajones@specialolympicspa.org 

Steve English, Finance Manager – Local Programs, (800) 235-9058 ext. 239, senglish@specialolympicspa.org 

Trang Nguyen, Accounting Assistant, (800) 235-9058, tnguyen@specialolympicspa.org 

 

MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

Eric Cushing, VP of Marketing & Development, (800) 235-9058; ecushing@specialolympicspa.org  

Kraig Makohus, Director of Development – West PA, (800) 233-5161; kmakohus@specialolympicspa.org  

Christine Anderson, Director of Foundation Relations, (800) 235-9058; canderson@specialolympicspa.org 

Nicole Jones, Director of Communications, (800) 235-9058, njones@specialolympicspa.org 

Demika Poole, Director of Special Projects, (800) 235-9058, dpoole@specialolympicspa.org 

Kera Hamilton, Development Coordinator/RE Database Manager, (800) 235-9058, khamilton@specialolympicspa.org  

Denise Thorne, Development Consultant, (800) 235-9058, dthorne@specialolympicspa.org 

Carrie Hucker, Special Events Coordinator, (800) 233-5161; chucker@specialolympicspa.org  

 


