
Memorandum 

To: Wheelchair Basketball Canada Active Members 

From: 

CC:  

Wendy Gittens, Executive Director 

Provincial Representatives 
National Coaches 
Committee Chairpersons 
Sean O’Donnell, Sport Canada 
Partners 

Date: October 15, 2010 

Subject: Welcome to the 2009 Annual General Meeting  

 
Dear Members, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to take this opportunity 
to welcome you to the 2010 Annual General Meeting. 

Please find enclosed the information package pertaining to the AGM.  
Reports not included in this package should be brought to the meeting 
three-holed punched and please provide 30 copies. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
the office at your convenience.   

Sincerely, 

____________

Wendy Gittens 
Executive Director 

  



À: Membres actifs de basketball en fauteuil roulant Canada 
 

De: 

CC:  

Wendy Gittens, Directrice exécutive 
 
Représentants provinciaux 
Entraîneurs nationaux 
Membres des comités 
Sean O’Donnell, Sport Canada 
Partenaires 

Date: 15 oct, 2010 

Sujet: Bienvenue à l’Assemblée générale annuelle 2009 

Chers membres,  

De la part du conseil d’administration, nous profitons de cette opportunité 
pour vous souhaiter la bienvenue à l’Assemblée générale annuelle 2010. 

Vous trouverez ci-joint toutes les informations qui vous seront utiles durant 
l’assemblée générale annuelle.  Les documents qui ne sont pas inclus 
dans cette trousse devront être remis perforés à l’assemblée.  Veuillez, 
SVP, fournir 30 copies.  

Si vous avez des questions, n’hésitez pas à contacter le bureau de 
l’association en tout temps.   

Sincèrement, 

____________ 
Wendy Gittens 
Directrice exécutive

  



October 30, 2010 

 

1. Welcome Overview 
2. Information Package List 
3. Schedule of Events 
4. Agenda 
5. Minutes from the 2009 AGM 
6. President and Vice President’s Reports  
7. Finance – Audited Statements 
8. Nominations Report 
9. Reports 

9.1 Newfoundland 
9.2 Prince Edward Island 
9.3 Nova Scotia 
9.4 New Brunswick 
9.5 Quebec 
9.6 Ontario 
9.7 Manitoba 
9.8 Saskatchewan 
9.9 Alberta 
9.10 British Columbia 
9.11 National Coaches Reports 
9.12 Athlete Representatives Reports 
9.13 Partner Reports  – Sport Canada 

- Canada Basketball 
  



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

Thursday October 28     Room   Time 

Arrival of Board and AGM participants        

Board Meeting     Suite    6:00pm-  
 

Friday October 29 

 Continental Breakfast     Marine Room  8:00 am 

Social Media Presentation – Kevin Lawrie Marine Room  9:00 – 10:30 am 

Break         10:30 – 10:45 am 

NCCP Presentation – Catherine Ireland  Marine Room  10:45 – 12:15 pm 

Lunch- provided     Marine Room  12:30 – 2:00 pm  

IWBF Rule Changes 2010 – Trevor Kerr  Marine Room  2:00 – 2:30 pm 

Classification Update –  Wendy Gittens  Marine Room  2:30 – 3:00 pm 

LTAD Presentation – Mike Frogley  Marine Room  3:00 – 4:30 pm 

Raptor’s Game - Air Canada Centre    Air Canada Club 5:00 pm 
         Game starts at 7:00 pm 
 - make your way to the ACC on your own, short walk/wheel (0.2 km) 

 

Saturday October 30 

WBC Updates - Staff    Marine Room  9:00 – 10:30 am 

Break         10:30 – 10:45 am 

Annual General Meeting    Marine Room  10:45–12:30 pm 

Departures          



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
AGENDA 

October 30, 2010 

Westin Harbour Castle 

One Harbour Square 
Toronto, ON M5J 1A6 

Tel: 416 869-1600 

http://www.westinharbourcastletoronto.com 

 

1. Call To Order and Welcome 
1.1 Roll Call 
1.2 Appointment of Scrutineers 
 

2. Agenda 
2.1 Additions 
2.2 Approval 
 

3. Minutes 
3.1 Approval of Minutes 
3.2 Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

4. President and Vice Presidents Reports 
4.1 President 
 
4.2 VP High Performance 

 
4.3 VP Athlete Representative 

 
4.4 VP Domestic 
 
4.5 VP Technical 

4.56 Officials Report 
4.57 Classification Report 

4.6 VP Marketing and Communications 
 
4.7 VP Finance and Administration 



4.71 Audited Statements 
4.72 Appointment of Auditors 
4.73 2010/11 Budget 

5. Nominations for the Board of Directors 
5.1 Nominations Report 
 

6. Member Reports  
6.1 Newfoundland 
6.2 Prince Edward Island 
6.3 Nova Scotia 
6.4 New Brunswick 
6.5 Quebec 
6.6 Ontario 
6.7 Manitoba 
6.8 Saskatchewan 
6.9 Alberta 
6.10 British Columbia 
6.11 Women’s Head Coach  
6.12 Men’s Head Coach 
6.13 Junior Head Coach 
6.14 Espoir Head Coach 
6.15 Women’s Athlete Representative 
6.16 Men’s Athlete Representative 
6.17 Canada Basketball 
6.18 Sport Canada 
6.19 OCWSA 
 

7. Notices of Motion 
7.1   
 

8. Elections 
8.1 Election of VP President – 2 year term 
8.2 Election of VP High Performance – 2 year term 
8.3 Election of VP Marketing and Communications – 2 year 

term 
 

9. New Business 
9.1 

10. Closing Remarks and Adjournment 



Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
Annual General Meeting 

Minutes 
August 28, 2009 

 
1. Call to Order  
 
Steve Bach, President called the Wheelchair Basketball Canada Annual General 
Meeting to order on August 28 2009 at the Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel. 
  
Present:  
 
1.1. Roll Call 
 
Joelle Buckle (SK) – 2 votes   Michael Broughton (SK)  
Christina Swett (NS) – 2 votes   José Malo (QU) – 1 vote  
Marc Antoine Ducharme (QU) – 1 vote  Mandy Johnson (MB) – 2 votes 
Cathleen MacKinnon (PEI) – 2 votes  Chris Jackson (NFLD) – 2 votes 
Karen Ferguson (NB) – 1 vote   Lynda Charters (ON) – 2 votes 
Cheryl Corrigan (BC)     Lou Rene Legge (BC) – 2 votes 
Mike Sandomirsky (AB) – 2 votes   Chris Alders (NB) – 1 vote 
Sharron St. Croix -VP HP (1)   Phil Schlote – OTP 
Stephen Bach - President     Janet McLachlan – Athlete Rep 
Donald Royer – VP Finance (1) Jeff Dunbrack – HP Coordinator 
Trevor Kerr - VP Technical (1)   Anne Lachance - Classification  
Christina Jones -VP Domestic (1) Kathy Newman – VP Marketing (1) 
Jennifer Krempien – VP Athlete Rep (1)  CJ Ireland – Domestic Coordinator 
Jody Kingsbury – Communications Manager Maureen Orchard – IWBF President 
Wendy Gittens – Executive Director **** minutes    
 
Number of votes confirmed at 26 
 
1.2  Appointment of Scrutineers 
 Scrutineers were not needed 
 
 
2.  Agenda 
 The following additions were added to the agenda: 
 6.20 – IWBF Report – Maureen Orchard 

9.1 – Motion for WBC to nominate Maureen Orchard for another term as 
IWBF President. 

  
 
2.2 Approval  
Motion: To accept the 2009 AGM Agenda as presented with the noted 
additions. 



Donald Royer 
Jose Malo 
Carried 
 

3. Minutes 
The minutes were presented. 
There was one change noted in the minutes, Dominique Tremblay was 
representing AQSFR not OCWSA. 
 

Motion:  To approve the minutes from the 2008 AGM as presented 
Karen Ferguson 
Chris Jackson 
Carried 
 
3.1 Business Arising from the Minutes 
There was no business arising from the minutes. 
 
 
4. President and Vice Presidents Report 
  
Steve Bach noted, the President’s report along with the Vice President’s reports, are 
included in the AGM package, which was on the memory stick that each member 
received. In an effort to “go green,” WBC had tried to have a paperless AGM with all 
reports and information provided electronically. Steve’s report was a summary of the 
highlights of the year which included, the new logo and re-branding, completion and 
implementation of the Strategic Plan, hosting the 2009 America’s Cup, along with 
the developing stronger partnerships with several organizations in particular CPC 
and Canada Basketball.   Steve spoke about the level of basketball being played at 
the international level in the junior age, having attended the Jr Worlds in Paris 
earlier in July.  Lastly, Steve indicated the revenue streams have been sustainable 
which has allowed the organization to invest significantly in grassroots development 
and a particular focus on the LTAD model and the new NCCP program which will be 
top priorities moving forward. 

 
VP High Performance – Sharron recognized the accomplishments of the national 
teams and updated the group on the activities within the National team program.  
With the increase in funding from OTP, head coaching positions have been 
maintained and we will be hiring a fulltime Jr Head Coach/Centre for Performance 
Coordinator, and a part time Espoir Coach.  Sharron indicated it is exciting to see 
the development and growth of our HP program and noted a special thanks to staff 
and in particular Jeff for all their hard work. 
 
VP Athlete Representative – Jennifer Krempien acknowledged that Janet 
McLachlan and Tara Feser are the team reps for the Women’s program.  David Eng 
and Bo Hedges are the team reps for the Men’s program.  Jen noted the athlete 



agreement had been updated and was adopted by both programs.  The updated 
version clarified language around marketing, sponsorship and athlete identity rights. 

 
VP Domestic - Christina Jones noted her report had been included in the AGM 
package.  She noted the disappointment at the National Championships this past 
year in not having a Women’s Division.  She noted that the Women’s Commission 
will be meeting to discuss how this coming year will see women’ teams participating 
in our National Championships.  Christina also noted that WBC had made significant 
commitment in funding to the provinces through the Special Project funding, BTG, 
our hosting grants and some targeted funding.  Christina also noted that the 
Domestic Committee added 2 new members, Marc Antoine from Quebec and Ben 
Marston from NS and feels now that the Committee is now well represented 
demographically and divisionally.  
 
VP Technical – Trevor Kerr noted his report was in the AGM package. Trevor 
highlighted that more people then ever before had completed the official’s exam.  
Trevor also noted that the Officials Committee is working hard at developing officials 
and ensuring that they receive the appropriate training and support needed. 
Trevor also noted that the officials were now using video clips to review games, calls 
and overall help improve the level of officiating here in Canada.   Trevor noted that 
both Vlad and Anne’s reports were included with his. 

 
VP Marketing - Kathy Newman acknowledged her report in the AGM package and 
thanked Jody Kingsbury for his help with the report.  She highlighted the success of 
the re-branding and noted we were moving forward with some marketing initiatives.   

 
 

5. Finance and Administration   
 
5.1 Audited Statements 
Donald Royer presented the 2008-09 Audited Statements. Revenue from Xentel 
and the Donations Canada program in addition to the investment fund continue to 
perform very well for the organization.   
 
Motion: To accept the 2008-09 Audited Financial Statements as presented. 
Mike Sandomirsky 
Mandy Johnson 
Carried 
 
5.2  Appointment of Auditors 
Motion: To appoint the firm of Ouseley Hanvey Clipsham Deep LLP as the 
auditors for 2009-10. 
Jose Malo 
Karen Ferguson 
Carried 
 



5.3 2009-10 Budget 
Donald presented current financial statements along with expense and revenue 
projections to the end of the fiscal year indicating the organization will likely end the 
year with a modest surplus. 

 

 

Motion: To receive the reports of the President and Vice Presidents as presented. 
  

Christina Swett 
Mike Sandomirsky 
Carried 
 
6 Nominations for the Board of Directors 
 
6.1 Nominations Report – Wendy reviewed the nomination procedures as 
outlined in the bylaw document.   She reviewed the positions up for election and 
nominations received to date: 
Donald Royer – VP Finance and Administration 
Christina Jones – VP Domestic 
Trevor Kerr – VP Technical 
 
7.  Member Reports 
 
7.1  Newfoundland – Chris Jackson handed out his report 
7.2  Prince Edward Island – Cathleen spoke about the BTG program in Eastern 

Canada. 
7.3  Nova Scotia – Nova Scotia reported that this year marked the inception of the 

Nova Scotia Wheelchair Basketball Association (NSWBA).  The organization 
hosted the 2008 CWBL Open Finals in April and were pleased with the success 
of that event and look forward to hosting more events in the future.  Christina 
also noted that they were working hard with the Junior program to ensure they 
had a competitive team at the Canada Games in Halifax in 2011. 

7.4  New Brunswick – NB reported they are in the process of selecting their 
coaches and manager for the Canada Games team.  The official’s clinic that was 
held earlier in the spring was well received and they hope to hold another early 
next season in preparation for the 2011 Canada Games. 

7.5  Quebec – Quebec noted they were very disappointed that there was not a 
Women’s division at Nationals and felt that the organization needs to focus on 
women’s development and we all need to ensure this does not happen again. 

7.6  Ontario – Ontario reported the D-league it runs continues to grow and a special 
thanks was given to Steve Bialowas who stepped in to coordinate the league 
when Michael Broughton left to go to SK. OWSA hosted a successful Jr camp at 
Variety Village which helped identify future Junior athletes and well Canada 
Games athletes.  Sudbury and Peterborough are new programs that OWSA 
assisted with sport wheelchairs.  The BTG program in Ontario continues to grow 
and develop with many new partnerships being developed with organizations 



such as London’s Boyle Community Centre and Toronto Accessible Sports 
Council. 

7.7  Manitoba –  Mandy Johnson handed out her report and spoke to it.   
7.8  Saskatchewan – Joelle Buckle noted basketball in SK continues to grow and 

develop.  The Junior team under the guidance of Michael Broughton has been 
practicing and SK looks to improve upon their performance at the last Canada 
Games. 

7.9 Alberta – Mike noted that WSA undertook a Basketball Strategic Planning 
session bringing together representation from the entire basketball community in 
Alberta. A Wheelchair Basketball Alberta Leadership team was created to guide 
the development of wheelchair basketball in Alberta with a redesigned and 
realigned vision that has support from all levels of the sport within Alberta.  Mike 
was pleased with the progress made to date and thanked Vlad Eshenko, Jamie 
Peers and Christina Jones for their support and hard work. 

7.10 British Columbia – Lou noted BC’s report in the AGM package and if there 
were any questions to please ask.  She noted that BC would be hosting the 2009 
CWBL Finals. She thanked the BC staff for their hard work and support while 
Carrie is on maternity leave. 

 
7.11 National Coaches Reports –   
Women – Bill Johnson’s report was in the AGM package although he was not 
present.  Wendy indicated if anyone had any questions, she or Jeff would be happy 
to answer.  
 
Men - Jerry Tonello’s report was in the AGM package although he was not present 
either.  Wendy indicated if anyone had any questions, she or Jeff would be happy to 
answer.   
 
Junior – Cheryl Corrigan highlight the season of the Junior National team that 
finished 8th at the 2009 World Championships.  Although we did not finish top 5 as 
we had hoped, she felt that the Junior program was in good shape with many of the 
athletes being age eligible for the next Worlds.  With the additional funding to have a 
fulltime Jr/CP Coach, the program would grow and develop and Canada should 
anticipate a better finish at the next Worlds. 
 
7.12 Athlete Representatives Reports – Janet thanked the staff for all of their 

support over the year.  She indicated the women’s team was looking forward to 
the future and felt that it had a successful season to date with the competitions 
and training received thus far. Janet took the opportunity to acknowledge the 
retirements of Jennifer Krempien and Lori Radke and thanked them for their 
contributions to the program over the years and wished them much success in 
their future endeavors. 

 
7.13 Sport Canada/OTP –.  Phil Schlote spoke on behalf of Own the Podium.  He 

emphasized that WBC received significant funds from OTP for our HP program, 
but this funding is contingent on performance.  He challenged the provinces to 



provide a quality daily training environment for our athletes and that this has to 
come from the grassroots level. 

 
7.14 IWBF – Maureen noted that IWBF was pleased to be announcing it would 

seek bids to host the inaugural U25 Women’s World Championships in 2011, in 
addition to seeking bids to host the 2014 Women’s World Championships.  She 
explained that IWBF was looking at splitting the men and women’s World 
Championships as each program would be increasing the number of teams 
participating to 14 and 12.    

 
She congratulated both Anne Lachance and Trevor Kerr on the quality training of 
Canadian classifiers and officials, as Canada is viewed as having some of the 
top classifiers and officials in the world. 
 
Maureen noted that in the America’s Zone, there are now 10 countries 
participating with women’s programs and was pleased at the growth seen in this 
zone.  
 
Lastly, she noted that the Qualifier for the 2012 Paralympic Games would take 
place in Mexico during the 2011-Para Pan-American Games. 

 
 
Motion:  To receive the reports as presented by the membership. 
Joelle Buckle 
Chris Alders 
Carried 

 
8. Notices of Motion 

 
8.1 Motion: To elect by acclamation to the WBC Board of Directors for a 
two-year term 
Donald Royer – VP Finance and Administration 
Christina Jones – VP Domestic 
Trevor Kerr – VP Technical 
Mike Sandomirsky 
Christina Swett 
Carried 
 
 
9 New. Business   
 
9.1 Motion: To nominate Maureen Orchard in the position of President of the 
International Wheelchair Basketball Federation at the 2010 elections during the 
World Congress. 
Trevor Kerr 
Donald Royer 



Carried 
 
10. Closing and Adjournment 
 
Steve thanked everyone for taking time out of their busy schedules to come to 
Vancouver and participate in the Leadership workshop and the AGM.  He hoped 
everyone was able to catch some of the games at the Oval and wished everyone a 
safe trip home. 
 
Motion:  To adjourn the 2009 AGM Meeting. 
Karen Ferguson 
Marc Antoine Ducharme 
Carried 



 
 
 
 

Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
2010 Annual General meeting 

Presidents Report 
 
 

“WBC’s vision for 2020 is to be the world leader in wheelchair basketball” 

 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada remains vigilant to its vision of becoming the World leader in 
wheelchair basketball.  Our vision is the reason we do what we do.  It’s about equipping ourselves 
to demonstrate best practices in the management and organization of our game in Canada.  It’s 
about nurturing new and existing partnerships to leverage our sport’s future capacity and 
sustainability.  And it’s about contributing to the growth and well being of our international game.  
Just a few of the ways this past year that WBC has been going about realizing its vision: 

 
 

Managing the Game in Canada 

 
Sport Leadership WBC hosted a Leadership Development workshop for its constituents 

aimed at enhancing communication and leadership effectiveness 
 
Risk Management  WBC Board members and key personnel took part in a two day risk 

management workshop culminating in a Risk Registry as a means to 
assist WBC in identifying, minimizing and managing risk in our 
organization 

 
Women’s Summit Women’s league stakeholders took part in a two day strategic planning 

session to map a plan and identify initiatives that promote the growth 
and development of the girl’s and women’s games in Canada 

 
LTAD / NCCP WBC contracted with Canada Basketball, drawing on their experience 

and expertise, to ignite the completion of our LTAD model and our 
NCCP modules  

 
CRA / Xentel WBC responded to new CRA fundraising guidelines resulting in the 

renegotiation of our Xentel contract and causing new discussions on the 
future of WBC fundraising 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Partnerships in Sport 
 

Sport Canada / OTP  WBC maintains its ever-present working relationship with Sport 
Canada/OTP in order to sustain the necessary funding required to 
maximize elite program development through enhanced training 
support and increased competitive opportunities  

 
Canadian Paralympic Committee WBC remains committed as a full member of the CPC 

in supporting and promoting the Paralympic movement 
and in lobbying for the equitable distribution of CPC 
funding between team and individual sports 

 
Canada Basketball WBC has nurtured a strong relationship with Canada Basketball, most 

notably through the sharing of financial and human resources to realize 
our mutual program objectives of development and sustainability 

   
Canadian Team Sports Coalition   WBC remains active in the Canadian Team Sports 

Coalition in an effort to communicate to the Canadian 
Sport System the unique benefits, challenges, and 
opportunities facing team sports, and the need to 
establish key governmental and non-governmental 
partnerships to enhance the capacity and sustainability 
of those sports  

 
Petro Canada Sport Leadership WBC staff and Board members attend this annual 

conference as a means to remain networked with, and 
knowledgeable of, the Canadian sport system  

  
True Sport WBC remains an active advocate and representative for True Sport, a 

social movement in Canada committed to community sport that’s 
healthy, fair, inclusive and fun 

 
Toronto Raptors WBC has entered discussions with Maple Leaf Sports and 

Entertainment to explore partnership opportunities in their existing 
community programs and to develop new and creative opportunities to 
showcase our sport with the Toronto Raptors organization 

 
NBA Canada Ongoing discussions with NBA Canada culminated in an invitation for 

WBC to host a clinic and demonstration game at the recent 2010 NBA 
Jam Session in Calgary, the start of what we expect will be a mainstay 
partnership for the 2011 NBA Jam Sessions  

 
Phase I (All Canada Classic) WBC has been invited to partner in a national festival 

of basketball culminating in the National High School 
Basketball All-Star game televised by TSN at the Air 
Canada Centre in Toronto    



 

The International Game 
 

2009 America’s Cup  WBC hosted the America’s Zone Qualifier in conjunction with its 
AGM and Leadership Development workshop  

 
2010 World Championships  WBC were active participants at the 2010 World Congress 

and Forum of the IWBF where we mediated sessions on 
Risk Management, LTAD, Coaching certification, 
Classification, and World Championship bid presentations 

 
2011 Women’s Under 25 World Championships WBC in partnership with Brock 

University was selected to host the 
inaugural Women’s Under 25 World 
Championships in July 2011 

 
2014 Women’s World Championships WBC was selected to host the Women’s World 

Championships in partnership, it is anticipated, 
with the Toronto 2015 Parapan American 
Games Organizing Committee 

 
International Classification WBC has partnered with the IWBF by offering the staff and 

funding to develop resources and manuals for 
standardized training in international classification 

 
International Officiating WBC has partnered with the IWBF by offering the funding 

to develop resources and manuals for standardized 
training in international officiating 

 
International Representation WBC continues to ensure ongoing representation on the 

Executive and Standing Committees of the IWBF and the 
America’s Zone by supporting Canadian representatives 
and by planning for their succession  

 
 
My congratulations and thanks to our many partners in basketball for sharing the path and keeping 
our vision in sight. 
 
 
 
Stephen Bach 
President 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
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REPORT FROM THE 

 VICE-PRESIDENT - TECHNICAL 

 
The Classifier and Officiating Committee statistical reports are included and follow my report. 

 

Note: Any references to one gender apply equally to the other except where specifically indicated. 
 
There are often comments about a referee’s eyesight, but most of the time the comments fall on deaf 
ears.  If an eyesight comment had been made to or about me this year it might have had some truth to it 
because this year has been a bit of a challenge due to several retinal detachments.  In fact, for five 
months it was so bad I was unable to drive or fly.  As a result, I was unable to officiate or travel as 
much as usual and thus I was neither able to see as much basketball as I would in a normal year nor 
observe as many officials as necessary to have a good grasp of how our officials are developing.  
Thankfully there are other members of our officiating community who are doing a superb job in their 
geographical areas and I can definitely state that the game is in good hands. 
 
Sebastien Gauthier is developing a strong group of referees in Quebec.  Mario Boutin is one of his up 
and coming WC arbiters who, like many before him, has also officiated other high levels of basketball.  
I’m happy to announce that Mario has been selected to attend an IWBF Americas Zone Qualification 
Tournament, which will be held in Mexico, in order to attempt to obtain his Zone License.  We wish 
him well.  Vlad Eshenko and Sergio Giordano have both conducted clinics in Alberta and through their 
guidance the number of WC referees in our database in that province has risen dramatically.  Don 
Steponchev conducted a clinic in Saskatoon for a small group but, unfortunately, only one has continued 
forward.  Keith Finck has been a strong advocate for WC basketball officiating in the Maritimes and 
has encouraged several new and young referees to consider making our game theirs.  He and I both 
hope they continue because we need a larger base for the MWBA.  A concerted effort in Ontario has 
resulted in six new officials.  This is particularly important because our “faithful” group is aging.  
Also, I personally am pleased because I was not the only one doing the recruiting. 
 
I appreciate the time and effort expended by Sebastien, Vlad, Sergio and Don as well as that put forth by 
Jean Choiniere who conducted a Maritime clinic.  In many cases, the people attending these clinics are 
already officiating able-bodied, stand up or running basketball.  The clinics give these referees a better 
understanding of the wheelchair game and provide them with the opportunity to experience another side 
to their avocation.  If we are to remain world leaders in the sport, we must continue to have grass roots 
development. 
 
As well, our Head Classifier, Anne Lachance, after building a strong base of classifiers in Canada, has 
been developing classification materials for the IWBF.  We all know the excellent work she has done 
for us and I’m sure the whole IWBF community and the game itself will benefit from her efforts.  She 
hopes the DVD will be ready for presentation to the IWBF in 2011. 
 
Unfortunately, there is one area in which we may need to do some serious work but it is really not 
directly involved with the Technical Officials.  We have a large number of players holding 
classification cards and each year we register several more - 39 this year alone.  Our overall numbers 
though are heavily skewed with almost 40% of the males and more than 50% of the females in the 4.5 or 
Able Bodied class.  Whereas this might be fine for local or provincial competition in that more teams 
can be formed, when it is time to select players for national or international competitions the pool is 



much reduced.  Countries that have a deeper pool from which to draw have been able to develop their 
athletes, coaches and officials so that they are now providing stiff competition for us. 
 
The decision to present all first time officials at any national championships with a referee’s shirt 
bearing the WBC logo was warmly received by all the new arbiters.  This initiative has the additional 
benefit of giving the crews, and consequently the program, a very professional look.  Thank you to 
Sebastien Gauthier for arranging the supplier for the shirts and to Wendy Gittens for supporting the 
initiative. 
 
I’m sure very few people noticed or knew about the difficulties concerning the officials at the Nationals 
in Saskatoon this year.  These difficulties were encountered at the last minute because several officials, 
for various reasons, were not able to attend and it was not possible to bring in replacements.  This put 
pressure on the A/E, Vlad Eshenko, to rework his assignment schedule so that the event could be 
successfully officiated.  It also required the other A/E, Butch Steponchev, to don his officiating apparel 
and join the referee crews.  With everyone’s co-operation the Nationals were again a WBC showcase. 
 
The annual WBC examination was again compiled by Vlad Eshenko with input from other members of 
the Officiating Committee and was written by 51 individuals.  Of these, 5 were from other countries 
and three of them (60%) attained the pass mark of 88%.  Of the 46 Canadians who wrote the exam, 32 
(70%) earned 88% to pass.  Although many of those who failed the exam are new WC officials, every 
one of us should be striving for better marks than the year previous - unless of course we got perfect.  
Since more experienced officials work crucial games, we are confident that the people who work the 
significant games in Canada are competent and capable individuals.  The percentage of correct answers 
compared to the total was down slightly from last year but that could have been because one of the 
questions was particularly tricky.  It tripped up 31 of the 51 responders one of whom was the creator of 
the exam. 
 
We have found that conference calls are a more cost effective method of discussing time sensitive and 
imperative issues instead of paying the transportation to bring a small group to a common location.  
One such call in early September enabled the Officiating Committee to discuss selections for the 2011 
Canada Games officials.  The criteria we used when considering which officials to suggest was; 
provincial representation, officials we want to develop further and, most importantly, a range of 
experience.  We appreciate the effort that the provinces put into bringing a team and exposing their 
players to the Canada Games experience and we feel it is equally important that technical officials from 
those areas should have an opportunity to have the same experience.  All those selected will be learners 
but there should be leaders among them as well.  Of the nine primary selections, eight have been to 
national championships and performed well, six are university officials with several years experience 
and five are officials we hope (expect) will develop into future candidates for an IWBF license.  Time 
will tell whether our efforts with the players and the officials have been successful. 
 
During the year we developed better lines of communication and a consistent philosophy with regard to 
national appointments and international exchanges.  This should enable the Program and High 
Performance Co-ordinators to perform their duties in a less stressful manner and us to better budget for 
expenditures while increasing the number of officials who might be able to gain better experience by 
working higher levels of competition. 
 
On behalf of the many Technical Officials in Canada (Classifiers and Referees) who have worked 
tournaments across the country and internationally, I wish to express our thanks to Wendy and the staff 



for their diligence making travel and other arrangements and for the many hours communicating with us 
to ensure everything occurs seamlessly. 
            
 

Recommendations: 

 
As a convenience to those reading my report and the associated reports from the Head Classifier and the 
Chair of the Officiating Committee, I have summarized the recommendations into the following: 
 
1. Arrange officiating clinics for Newfoundland and the Territories. 
2. Conduct a clinic for MWBA early in this season. 
3. Set the minimum number of classifiers required for the classification of players at national events 

at three (3). 
4. Clarify the situation of class 0.5 players competing internationally as class 1.0 athletes. 
5. Include a written response to requests for classification reviews. 
6. Align the procedures for teams requesting a review of a player’s classification on another team to 

coincide with those used by IWBF. 
7. Refund no fee for the request mentioned in #6 above. 
8. Do not change the class of the player mentioned in #6 above until the end of the tournament. 
9. Convey in writing only the decision to the team requesting the review mentioned in #6 above. 
10. Give explanations referring to the decision only to the player about whom the review in #6 above 

is conducted. 
11. Conduct another Classifier Clinic and attempt to develop more player-classifiers. 
12. Develop a classification curriculum for teaching coaches and referees. 
13. Develop a protocol by which an athlete’s chair set-up is formally evaluated. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Kerr 



WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL CANADA 

NATIONAL OFFICIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 

AUGUST 2010 
 

 
 
 

A conference call was held Sunday, June 27th, 2010 - 6:00 pm MST.   In the conference were Trevor Kerr, 

VP Technical and representing Ontario, Sebastien Gauthier, representing Quebec and Maritimes East, Don 

Steponchev representing Manitoba and Saskatchewan, Wendy Gittens - Executive Director Wheelchair 

Basketball Canada, and Vlad Eshenko - Chair and representing British Columbia and Alberta. 
 

During this call the document “Officiating Committee Terms of Reference” was discussed at length and 

adopted with revisions.  Consequently, the VP Technical Board Member of WBC will be the new Chair of 

the Officiating Committee.  This change was made to conform to the requirements in the newly revised 

Terms of Reference.  As well Sergio Giordano, from Calgary, was accepted as a member of the Officiating 

Committee bringing the number of committee members to five.  This gives the committee an odd number 

of members so that future voting should not result in a tie.  Future vacancies on the committee or additions 

to it may be filled by recommendations from the original committee or from applications solicited from the 

WBC membership. 

 

WBC National Events/Tournaments for 2010 
 

CWBL Finals - Vancouver, BC - April 2nd to 4th 

Assignor/Evaluators -Vlad Eshenko and Dean MacKinnon 

Officials - Kristen Kwiatek and Chad Titsing (AB), Mark Halpren (ON), Eric 

Chiasson and Nathalie Asselin (PQ), Jeff Hurtig (MB), Butch 

Steponchev (SK), Tony Mauro and Fred Gunn (BC). 

 

Junior Nationals - Montreal, PQ - April 16th to 18th 

Assignor/Evaluators - Guylain Lapointe and Jean Choiniere 

Officials - Kevin Bowie (BC), Angie Celino (AB), Johann Markussen (MB), David Mahy (ON), 

Nathalie Asselin and Alexandre Lapointe (PQ), and Mary Ellen Gaudet (NS). 

 

WBC Nationals - Men and Women - Saskatoon, SK - May 21st to 24th 

Assignor/Evaluator - Vlad Eshenko 

Officials - Fred Gunn (BC), Sergio Giordano, Keith Uthe, Kristen Kwiatek (AB), Frances  

Kremarik (ON), Sebastien Gauthier, Guylain Lapointe, Jean Choiniere, Mario Boutin 

(QC) and Butch Steponchev (SK). 

 

Clinics were conducted in Quebec (Sébastien Gauthier), Ontario (Trevor Kerr), Saskatoon (Don “Butch” 
Steponchev), Calgary (Sergio Giordano) and Edmonton (Vlad Eshenko). 

 

International Assignments 
 

VISA Paralympic Championships - Manchester, England - May 25th 

IWBF appointed Frances Kremarik as an official and Jean Choiniere as a commissioner. 

 
World Wheelchair Basketball Championships - Birmingham, England - July 6th to 13th 

IWBF appointed Sergio Giordano and Frances Kremarik as officials. 



German pre-World tournament - Berlin, Germany - July 2nd to 4th 

Sergio Giordano was invited by Germany. 

 

Joseph Lyttle International (Women) - Warm Springs, GA - May 4th to 8th 

  Nathalie Asselin and Jeff VanEenoo were selected.  Jeff declined.  Mario Boutin replaced 

  Jeff. 
Joseph Lyttle International (Men) - Warm Springs, GA - June 1st to 5th 

  Guylain LaPointe and Fred Gunn were selected.  Neither one of them could go and we 

  could not arrange for anyone on short notice so, unfortunately, we missed an international  

opportunity for one of our officials. 

 

North American Cup (Women) - Birmingham, AL - May 11th to 16th 

  Kristen Kwiatek was selected. 

North American Cup (Men) - Birmingham, AL - June 7th to 13th 

  Mario Boutin was selected. 

 

The committee appreciates WBC’s approval and continuing support. 

 

Official Development 
 

The Officiating Committee also discussed plans for further developing new officials to the game of 

wheelchair basketball especially in the Maritimes, Newfoundland and the Territories. Boards will be 

contacted to encourage new officials to attend developing clinics and participate in the national exam. 

 
The Officiating Committee is quite pleased that all new officials at every national championship will 

receive a WBC official’s shirt. 

 

Annual Examination 
 

The national wheelchair rules exam will be posted October 30th, 2010 on WBC’s website.  New rules will 

be incorporated after the completion of the World Championships.  The committee continually stresses the 
importance of achieving 88% or better on the open book exam so that officials will be knowledgeable and 

prepared if they are appointed to future national tournaments. The deadline for submitting responses to the 

exam will be January 15th, 2011. 

 

Fees 
 

A review of the 2010 national game fees was also discussed.  The 2010/2011 national game fees will be 
$55 per game per official.  The per diems will be at $55 per day and mileage will be the federal government 

standard. 

 

Canada Games 
 

The Officiating Committee will also have a conference call early in October to appoint officials for the 
Canada Games scheduled for February 2011.  The new chair and VP Technical, Trevor Kerr, will organize 

that call in late September. 

 

I would like to thank the members of the Officiating Committee - Don Steponchev, Trevor Kerr and 

Sebastien Gauthier for their diligent support and commitment to wheelchair basketball in Canada.   

 

 

 

 

 

I respectfully and officially relinquish my duties as Chair of the WBC Officiating Committee, 



Vlad Eshenko
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STATISTICS FOR 2009- 2010 

 

JUNIO R NATIO NALS, Montre a l, Q C, April 16- 18 2010 

 

Numb e r o f p la ye rs in to urna me nt:  86 

Numb e r o f p la ye rs re vie we d :   28 

� Ne w p la ye rs: 23 (13 a b le -b o d ie d ; 10 c la ssifia b le ) 

� Fo rme r Mini p la ye rs: 4 (no  c ha ng e s) 

� Fo rma l Ap p e a ls: 1 (d e nie d ) 

� Cla ssific a tio n a d justme nts a t the  e nd  o f the  to urna me nt: 1 (mo ve d  d o wn) 

C la ssific a tio n Pa ne l:  Hug h Witty (No va  Sc o tia ) 

Che r Smith (No va  Sc o tia ) 

Ta mi Turne r (Onta rio ) 

Sa nd y Lo e we n (Ma nito b a ) 

Anne  La c ha nc e  (He a d  Cla ssifie r) 

 

CWBL FINALS, Va nc ouve r, BC, April 2- 4 2010 

 

Numb e r o f p la ye rs in to urna me nt:   61 

Numb e r o f p la ye rs re vie we d :   11 

� Ne w p la ye rs: 8 (0 a b le -b o d ie d ; 8 c la ssifia b le ) 

� Fo rma l Ap p e a ls:  3 (1 g ra nte d ; 2 d e nie d ) 

� Fo rme r Mini Pla ye r: 0 

� Cla ssific a tio n a d justme nts a t the  e nd : 0 

C la ssific a tio n Pa ne l:  Tim Fric k (British Co lumb ia ) 

Ka re n Gille sp ie  (Ma nito b a ) 

Anne  La c ha nc e  (He a d  Cla ssifie r) 

 

NATIO NALS, Sa ska toon, SK, Ma y 21- 23rd, 2010 

 

Numb e r o f p la ye rs in to urna me nt:  60 

Numb e r o f p la ye rs re vie we d :   2 

� Ne w p la ye rs: 1 (c la ssifia b le ) 

� Fo rme r Mini p la ye rs: 0 

� Fo rma l Ap p e a ls: 1 (g ra nte d ) 

� Cla ssific a tio n a d justme nts a t the  e nd : 0 

Cla ssific a tio n Pa ne l:  Ka re n Fe rg uso n (Ne w Brunswic k) 

La ra  Blo xha m (Alb e rta ) 

Anne  La c ha nc e  (He a d  Cla ssifie r) 



C WBL WO MEN'S FINALS, Sa ska to o n, SK, Ma y 21- 23 rd, 2010 

 

Numb e r o f p la ye rs in to urna me nt:  59 

Numb e r o f p la ye rs re vie we d :   7 

� Ne w p la ye rs: 7 (4 a b le -b o d ie d ; 3 c la ssifia b le ) 

� Fo rme r Mini p la ye rs: 0 

� Fo rma l Ap p e a ls: 0 

� Cla ssific a tio n a d justme nts a t the  e nd : 0 

Cla ssific a tio n Pa ne l:  Ka re n Fe rg uso n (Ne w-Brunswic k) 

La ra  Blo xha m (Alb e rta ) 

Anne  La c ha nc e  (He a d  Cla ssifie r) 

 

NEW PLAYERS IN 2010 

39 ne w p la ye rs we re  issue d  WBC c la ssific a tio n c a rd s in 2010. Of tho se : 

Ma le s 
0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 4.5 A- B 

Mini Divisio n  1  1 1     8 

Junio r Divisio n 1 1  1 1     2 

Op e n Divisio n  5 1   1  1  0 

           

Fe m a le s 
0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 4.5 A- B 

Mini Divisio n          2 

Junio r Divisio n  1   3  1   1 

Op e n Divisio n 1     1    4 

 

Alb e rta  wa s the  mo st a c tive  in re c ruiting  8 ne w c la ssifia b le  p la ye rs.  BC c o me s in 

se c o nd  with 6 ne w c la ssifia b le  a thle te s.  No va  Sc o tia  re c ruite d  3; Onta rio  a nd  

Ne w Brunswic k 2 e a c h, Que b e c  1.  

C LASSIFIER DUTY IN 2010 

 

9 c la ssifie rs we re  o ffic ia lly invo lve d  in c la ssific a tio n this se a so n;  

  

Che r Smith (No va  Sc o tia ) 

Hug h Witty (No va  Sc o tia ) 

Ta mi Turne r (Onta rio ) 

Sa nd y Lo e we n (Ma nito b a ) 

Tim Fric k (British Co lumb ia ) 

Ka re n Gille sp ie  (Ma nito b a ) 

Ka re n Fe rg uso n (NB) 

La ra  Blo xha m (Alb e rta ) 

Anne  La c ha nc e  (Que b e c ) 



The re  a re  no w 651 ma le  p la ye rs in po sse ssio n o f a  WBC c la ssific a tio n c a rd .  The  

d istrib utio n is a s fo llo ws:  

 

The re  a re  277 fe ma le  p la ye rs in po sse ssio n o f a  WBC c la ssific a tio n c a rd .  The  

d istrib utio n is a s fo llo ws: 

 



DO MESTIC LEVEL ACCO MPLISHMENTS: 

Sa nc tio ne d e ve nts: 

This p a st se a so n, 3 p a ne ls o f c la ssifie rs we re  a sse mb le d  to  c o ve r the  fo llo wing  

WBC -sa nc tio ne d  e ve nts:  Junio r Na tio na ls, C WBL O p e n Fina ls, Na tio na ls a nd  

C WBL Wo me n's Fina ls.   

All thre e  to urna me nts we re  we ll run a nd  c la ssifie rs d id  no t e xp e rie nc e  a ny 

p a rtic ula r issue s.  Fo r the  first time  in se ve ra l ye a rs a  te a m file d  a  re q ue st fo r the  

c la ssific a tio n re vie w o f a no the r te a m's p la ye r.   O ur p ro c e d ure s fo r ha nd ling  the  

re q ue st we re  c lo se ly fo llo we d . 

Re fre she r C linic : 

Junio r Fina ls in Mo ntre a l in Ap ril wa s ho st to  o ur se c o nd  C la ssific a tio n Re fre she r 

C linic  in a s ma ny ye a rs.  Sta rting  o ne  d a y p rio r to  the  sta rt o f the  to urna me nt the  

p a ne l me mb e rs me t fo r se ve ra l ho urs to  d isc uss a nd  re vie w c la ssific a tio n.  

Se ve ra l vid e o  c lip s we re  re vie we d  a lo ng  with se ve ra l p o we r p o int p re se nta tio ns.  

Sp e c ia l a tte ntio n wa s p a id  to  the  c la ssific a tio n o f p la ye rs with up p e r e xtre mity 

imp a irme nt.  In the  la st two  ye a rs 7 o ut o f 14 o f o ur na tio na lly c e rtifie d  c la ssifie rs 

ha ve  a tte nd e d  a  re fre she r c linic .    

Me n Se le c tio n Ca m p, Toronto , Fe brua ry 2010: 

Ha ving  re c e ntly re c e ive d  Da rtfish Te a m Pro  So ftwa re , Anne  wa s p re se nt a t this 

c a mp  to  g a the r vid e o  fo o ta g e  o f the  p a rtic ip a nts fo r the  p urp o se  o f c la rifying  

the ir func tio n a nd  p o ssib le  ne e d  fo r mo d ific a tio ns in c ha ir se t up .    Unfo rtuna te ly 

se ve ra l p ro b le ms a ro se  with the  so ftwa re  d uring  the  c a mp  a nd  the  initia l g o a l o f 

p ro d uc ing  a  vid e o  a na lysis fo r e a c h a thle te  wa s no t a c c o mp lishe d .  La te r o n, 

a na lysis o f two  o f the  a thle te s wa s c o mp le te d  a nd  fo llo w up  o f the  c ha ng e s in 

the ir c ha ir se t up s is o ng o ing .   

Me n Tra ining  Ca m p, White roc k, BC, April 2010 

Anne  wa s p re se nt fo r a  sho rt time  d uring  this c a mp  to  b e g in g a the ring  vid e o  

fo o ta g e  fo r the  ne w IWBF C la ssific a tio n DVD to  b e  c o mp le te d  in 2011. Sp e c ia l 

tha nks to  Da vid  Eng , Bo  He d g e s, Bra nd o n Wa g ne r, C ha d  Ja ssma n a nd  Je rry 

To ne llo  fo r the ir c o o p e ra tio n in this p ro je c t.  

Cha ir Se t- Up Clinic s; Mo ntre a l April 2010 a nd Edm o nton Se pte m be r 2010: 

During  Junio r Na tio na ls a n e ffo rt wa s ma d e  to  use  the  e xp e rtise  o f o ur p a ne l to  

e va lua te  a nd  g ive  c ha ir se t-up  re c o mme nd a tio ns to  a thle te s inte re ste d  in 

o b ta ining  suc h a d vic e .  This se e me d  to  b e  a p p re c ia te d  b y a thle te s, c o a c he s 

a nd  p a re nts a like .  As yo ung  p la ye rs a re  still g ro wing  it is o f utmo st imp o rta nc e  

tha t the y sit a p p ro p ria te ly no t o nly fo r the  p urp o se  o f imp ro ving  the ir func tio n b ut 

a lso  a s a  p re ve ntive  me a sure  fo r wo rse ning  a symme trie s. 



Ano the r C ha ir Se t-up  C linic  wa s he ld  this Fa ll a t the  invita tio n o f the  Ed mo nto n 

Infe rno  /  Alb e rta  No rthe rn Lig hts C lub .  This C linic  to o k o n a  mo re  a d va nc e d  fo rm 

a s thre e  ind ivid ua ls we re  fo rma lly tra ine d  in wha t to  lo o k fo r a nd  ho w to  p ro c e e d  

to  syste ma tic a lly e va lua te  a n a thle te 's c ha ir se t-up .  Se ve ra l vid e o s, p ho to s a nd  

a  Po we rPo int p re se nta tio n we re  p re se nte d .  Within a  we e k o f the  to urna me nt 

the  te a m re c e ive d  a  Da rtfish vid e o  a na lysis o f e a c h o f the ir p la ye rs 

(Me d ia b o o ks).  Sha ring  o f info rma tio n o n the  a thle te 's p ro g re ss ha s sinc e  b e e n 

o ng o ing  thro ug h vid e o s up lo a d e d  o n a  sha re d  d ro p b o x.c o m fo ld e r. 

 

INTERNATIONAL LEVEL ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

 

Ame ric a 's Cup, Ric hmond, BC 

Anne  wa s a  me mb e r o f the  c la ssific a tio n p a ne l fo r the  Ame ric a 's C up  in 

Ric hmo nd  in Aug ust 2009.  She  wa s a lso  the  c la ssific a tio n instruc to r fo r the  

C a nd id a te s C linic .  Ka re n Fe rg uso n o f Ne w Brunswic k p e rfo rme d  e xtre me ly we ll 

d uring  the  c o urse  a nd  suc c e ssfully o b ta ine d  he r inte rna tio na l c e rtific a tio n.  

BT Pa ra lympic  Cup, Ma nc he ste r, Eng la nd 

Tha nks to  sp e c ia l fund ing  fro m WBC , a  g ro up  o f to p  c la ssifie rs fro m a ro und  the  

wo rld  wa s a sse mb le d  d uring  this e ve nt fo r a  se rie s o f me e ting s to  d isc uss va rio us 

sub je c ts in c la ssific a tio n. The  me e ting s we re  ve ry p ro d uc tive  a nd  se ve ra l p ro je c ts 

we re  a b le  to  mo ve  fo rwa rd  a s a  re sult.   

World Cha mpionships, Birming ha m, Eng la nd 

Ag a in tha nks to  sp e c ia l fund ing  fro m WBC , Anne  wa s a b le  to  a tte nd  this e ve nt 

a s p a rt o f the  IWBF's me d ia  g ro up .  Anne  wa s invo lve d  in p re p a ring  the  ma te ria l 

fo r the  C la ssific a tio n C linic , up d a ting  the  O ffic ia l C la ssific a tio n Ma nua l a nd  

C la ssific a tio n Re g ula tio ns. During  the  to urna me nt Anne  wa s a c tive  o n the  sid e  

line s o b ta ining  vid e o  fo o ta g e  a nd  p ho to s fo r the  e ve ntua l p ro d uc tio n o f the  ne w 

IWBF C la ssific a tio n DVD.   Se ve ra l se ssio ns we re  a lso  c o nd uc te d  with ind ivid ua l 

a thle te s fo r the  p urp o se  o f o b ta ining  vid e o  fo o ta g e  o f iso la te d  mo ve me nts.   

Sp e c ia l tha nks fo r the ir c o o p e ra tio n to : Bra nd o n Wa g ne r a nd  Je ssic a  

Vlie g e ntha rt, C a na d a ; Ste p ha nie  Whe e le r a nd  Pa ul Sc hulte , USA; Sha un No rris 

a nd  C o b i C risp in, Austra lia ; C a ro line  Ma c le a n a nd  Simo n Munn, G re a t Brita in;  

Ma ri Amimo to , Ja p a n; Pio tr Luszynski, Po la nd ; Fu Yo ng q uing , C hina ; Fre d é ric  

G uyo t, Fra nc e ; Na b il G ue d o une , Alg e ria ; C a rina  Ve rslo o t, Ne the rla nd s; Fra nc isc o  

Lug o , Me xic o ; Ma re ike  Ad e rma nn, G e rma ny. 

Ce ntra l Ame ric a n Qua lifie rs for Gua da la ha ra , Me xic o  

Ka re n Fe rg uso n wa s se le c te d  b y IWBF to  b e  a  me mb e r o f the  To urna me nt 

C la ssific a tio n Pa ne l fo r this e ve nt he ld  in Me xic o  mid -O c to b e r o f this ye a r. This will 

b e  Ka re n's first e ve nt a s a  c la ssifie r o n a n inte rna tio na l p a ne l.   



REC O MMENDA TIO NS FO R NEXT SEA SO N 

C LA SSIFIC A TIO N PRO C EDURES:  

Ne w c la ssific a tio n p ro c e d ure s ha ve  b e e n d ra fte d  a nd  it is the  re c o mme nd a tio n 

o f this c o mmitte e  tha t the y b e  a d o p te d  b y WBC fo r ne xt se a so n. The  ne w 

p ro c e d ure s inc lud e  the  fo llo wing  c ha ng e s a nd  a d d itio ns:   

 

� The  minimum numb e r o f thre e  (3) c la ssifie rs re q uire d  fo r the  c la ssific a tio n o f 

p la ye rs a t na tio na l e ve nts is no w sp e c ifie d .   

� The  situa tio n o f c la ss 0.5 p la ye rs c o mp e ting  inte rna tio na lly a s c la ss 1.0 

a thle te s is c la rifie d .   

� The  ne c e ssity to  p ro vid e  a  writte n re sp o nse  to  re q ue sts fo r re vie ws is no w 

inc lud e d .   

� Pro c e d ure s fo r te a ms re q ue sting  a  re vie w o f a no the r te a m's p la ye r's 

c la ssific a tio n ha ve  b e e n mo d ifie d  to  a lig n with p ro c e d ure s fo llo we d  a t the  

IWBF le ve l.  Amo ng st the  c ha ng e s:   

1. The  fe e  is no  lo ng e r re fund a b le .   

2. The  p la ye r's c la ss ma y no t b e  c ha ng e d  until the  e nd  o f the  to urna me nt.   

3. Only the  p la ye r a nd  the ir c o a c h re c e ive  e xp la na tio ns re fe rring  to  the  

d e c isio n.  The  te a m re q ue sting  the  re vie w re c e ive s the  d e c isio n in writing  

b ut no t the  e xp la na tio ns re fe rring  to  the  d e c isio n (ma y c o nta in 

c o nfid e ntia l info rma tio n).   

 

Fo r furthe r info rmatio n, p le ase  se e  the  full te xt, availab le  o n the  WBC we b  site . 

 

PRO VINC IA L C LA SSIFIC A TIO NS: 

 

This p a st se a so n, Que b e c , Onta rio  a nd  the  Ma ritime s we re  a g a in the  mo st a c tive  

in g e tting  the ir lo c a l a thle te s c la ssifie d .  Othe r p ro vinc e s a re  we lc o me  to  jo in the  

tre nd .  The  fo llo wing  is a  list o f the  c e rtifie d  c la ssifie rs in e a c h p ro vinc e . 

 

BC:    Tim Fric k    Tim_Fric k@ Do ug la s.BC.CA 

Je nnife r Kre mp ie n  g o o se d a wg @ ho tma il.c o m 

Jo e  Hig g ins    5hig g ins@ te lus.ne t 

AB:   La ra  Blo xha m  lb lo xha m@ te lus.ne t 

SK:  Co lle e n Jo hnso n  mrsc o lle e njo hnso n@ g ma il.c o m 

MB  Ang ie  Ma id me nt   The ra p yFirst@ sha w.c a  

Ka re n Mo re  G ille sp ie  kurlyd e e @ ho tma il.c o m 

Sa nd y Lo e we n   sc lo e we n@ sha w.c a  

ON:  Ta mi Turne r   tvt758@ ho tma il.c o m 

Ta mmy Hull    ta mta mlynn913@ ya ho o .c a  

Emilie  Ne we ll   e milie ne we ll@ symp a tic o .c a  

QC:  Anne  La c ha nc e   la c ha nc e a @ a e i.c a  

NB:  Ka re n Fe rg uso n   fe rka @ re g 2.he a lth.nb .c a  

NS:   Hug h Witty    hwitty@ e a stlink.c a  

Che r Smith   Che r.Smith@ c d ha .nshe a lth.c a   

C la ry Stub e rt   c la ry.stub b e rt@ ha rd ing me d ic a l.c o m. 



G O ALS FO R NEXT SEASO N: 

 

DO MESTIC  LEVEL: 

 

Educ a tio n:  

 

We  wo uld  like  to  ho ld  a no the r c la ssific a tio n c linic  ne xt se a so n.  Our numb e rs a re  

dwind ling  do wn pa rtic ula rly whe n c o nside ring  the  ne e d  fo r c la ssific a tio n o f lo c a l 

a thle te s.  As we ll, the re  is a  ne e d  to  e nro ll ne w p la ye r-c la ssifie rs in o ur c re w.  The  

da te s a nd  lo c a tio n o f the  c linic  re ma ins TBD.  Anyo ne  inte re ste d  in le a rning  

a b o ut c la ssific a tio n c a n c o nta c t Anne  a t a ny time  to  sig nify the ir inte re st.   

 

Co a c he s a nd  re fe re e s wo uld  a lso  like ly b e ne fit fro m le a rning  the  b a sic s o f 

c la ssific a tio n so  we  ho pe  to  b e  a b le  to  de ve lo p  a  c urric ulum fo r te a c hing  suc h 

g ro ups during  the  c o urse  o f the  c o ming  ye a r.   

 

Cha ir Se t- Up 

 

We  wo uld  like  to  de ve lo p  a  pro to c o l b y whic h a n a thle te 's c ha ir se t-up  is fo rma lly 

e va lua te d .  Onc e  the  pro to c o l is de ve lo pe d  a nd  te ste d , we  wo uld  like  to  tra in 

c o a c he s to  b e  a b le  to  pe rfo rm the  ma in ste ps o f this e va lua tio n with the ir 

a thle te s.  We  fe e l this is a  se rvic e  tha t sho uld  b e  a va ila b le  to  a ll a thle te s a t so me  

po int in the ir c a re e r.  Pre ve ntio n o f de struc tive  po stura l te nde nc ie s a s we ll a s 

impro ve d  pe rfo rma nc e  a re  b ut two  g o a ls tha t we  fe e l c a n b e  a ddre sse d  

thro ug h this pro g ra m.       

 

INTERNATIO NAL LEVEL: 

 

C la ssific a tio n Te a c hing  Pa c ka g e  

 

Anne  is pre se ntly putting  the  fina l to uc he s to  the  se rie s o f o ffic ia l Po we rPo int 

pre se nta tio ns fo r the  zo na l a nd  inte rna tio na l IWBF c la ssific a tio n c linic s. Also  

inc lude d  in the  pa c ka g e  will b e  a  se rie s o f vide o s o f ke y p la ye rs in a c tio n, the  

ne w c la ssific a tio n DVD, va rio us ha ndo uts a nd  e xa mina tio n pro to c o ls.  Onc e  

c o mple te d , the  pa c ka g e  will b e  fo rwa rde d  to  a ll IWBF Cla ssific a tio n Instruc to rs.  

A sho rte r, simple r ve rsio n will a lso  b e  ma de  a va ila b le  fo r NOWBs inte re ste d  in 

tra ining  the ir o wn c la ssifie rs.   

 

It ha s b e e n a  p le a sure  le a d ing  c la ssific a tio n fo r WBC o nc e  a g a in this ye a r,    

 

 

Re spe c tfully submitte d,  

      

Anne  Lac hanc e , Dire c to r o f Classific atio n 

Whe e lc hair Baske tball Canada
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Memorandum 
To: 
 
From: 
 
Date: 
 
Subject: 

Wheelchair Basketball Canada Active Members 

 
Wendy Gittens, Executive Director 

 

October 15, 2010 
 

Nominations Committee Report 

 

Please accept this as the 2010 Nominations Committee Report for Wheelchair 

Basketball Canada. 

A call for nominations went out in August 19, 2010.  The following provisions are 

outlined in article III of the current By-Law Document: 

Election and Appointment of Directors 

3.7 Eligibility -- Any individual who is 18 years of age or older and who has 
the power under law to contract may be nominated for election as a Director. 

3.8 Nomination -- Any nomination of an individual for election as a Director 

shall: 

a) be signed by an Active Member Association or any two Active 

Members; 
b) include the written consent of the nominee;  

c) be submitted to the Corporation at least 30 days (Sept 30) prior to the 

Annual General Meeting; and 
d) where a current Director wishes to run for re-election, the Director 

shall indicate this intention in writing not less than twenty-one (21) 

days (Oct 8) prior to the Annual General Meeting. 

 
3.9 Circulation of Nominations - Valid nominations shall be circulated to 

Members at least 21 days prior to the Annual General Meeting. 

3.10 Election - The election of Directors shall take place at the Annual General 

Meeting by those Members present and eligible to vote.  

3.11 Decision – Elections shall be decided by majority vote of the Members in 

accordance with the following: 

a) One Valid Nomination – Winner declared by acclamation. 



b) Two Valid Nominations – Winner is the nominee receiving the greater 

number of votes. 

c) Three or More Valid Nominations – Winner is the nominee receiving 
more than 50 percent of the votes cast.  Should no nominee receive 

more than 50 percent of the votes cast, then the two nominees 

receiving the most votes shall stand in a second ballot as follows: 
1. if there is a tie among nominees receiving  the most votes, 

further elections will occur until a nominee receives more than 

50 percent of the votes cast; 

2. if there is a tie among nominees receiving the second highest 
number of votes, an election will occur to determine who will 

stand in the second ballot against the nominee who received 

the highest number of votes, but less than 50 percent. 
 

3.12 Terms - Elected Directors shall serve terms of two years and shall hold 

office until their successors have been duly elected in accordance with these 
Bylaws, unless they resign, are removed from or vacate their office.  Elected 

Directors shall be eligible for re-election as Directors.   

 

3.13 Staggered Terms - The terms of elected Directors shall be staggered by 
electing half of the Directors at each Annual General Meeting.  The following 

Directors shall be elected in the following years: 

Even Years 
a) President 

b) Vice-President High Performance 

c) Vice-President Marketing and Communications 
d) Vice-President Athlete Representative  

Odd Years 

a) Vice-President Finance  

b) Vice-President Domestic 
c) Vice-President Technical 

 

The following names have been submitted for election: 
 

1.  President      (2 year term)   
  Steve Bach 

2. VP High Performance   (2 year term) 
  Sharron St Croix 

3. VP Marketing and Communications (2 year term) 
  Kathy Newman 

 



 

The National Team Program Athletes elect the VP Athlete Representative as 
outlined in section 3.14 – 3.17 in the By-Law document. 

It is my pleasure to announce that Ross Norton has been elected as VP Athlete 
Rep.  I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the Board and staff to 

thank Jennifer Krempien for all her hard work and dedication over the last 2 

years in this position.  We know that Jen will remain involved and active in many 
other capacities with our sport.  Thank you Jennifer!! 

Regards, 

 

____________ 

Wendy Gittens 

Executive Director 

  













 

Saskatchewan Wheelchair Basketball Report 

The past year has been an exciting and busy year of basketball within Saskatchewan.  

The year started off with Saskatchewan saying goodbye to Michael Broughton as he moved back to 

coach in Ontario. Saskatchewan Wheelchair Sports Association was exited to welcome Stewart 

McKeown as our new Canada Games Coach in March. Stewart brings a wealth of wheelchair basketball 

knowledge as he was previously a national team athlete, Head Coach at the 1995 Canada Winter Games, 

and Assistant Coach at the 1999 Canada Winter Games. 

In April, the junior provincial team traveled to Montreal for the 2010 Junior National Championships. 

Saskatchewan finished 5
th

. 

In 2010, Saskatchewan was able to split into four teams and the clubs played in the Saskatchewan CWBL 

League throughout the year. The Paratroopers team used their skill and commitment to the game to win 

the division. Due to a variety of reasons, the Paratroopers could not attend CWBL Open Finals. 

Therefore, Club 99 travelled to Vancouver to compete in CWBL Open Finals where they finished in 7
th

 

place. This was another opportunity for Club 99 to develop and get more experience competing against 

other competitive teams from across Canada.  

Our mini teams in Saskatchewan had the opportunity to compete more this year. The Saskatoon NRG 

and Regina Paratroopers each hosted mini tournaments in the province. Saskatoon played host to the 

2010 Prairie Mini Regional Championships which saw teams from Edmonton, Saskatoon, and Regina 

compete. 

In August, we held the 2
nd

 Annual Provincial Wheelchair Basketball summer camp in Saskatoon. This was 

a great opportunity for all of our athletes to come together and enjoy the sport. We were happy to have 

Pat Anderson and Joe Higgins as special guests attend this camp and lend their expertise to our 

Saskatchewan junior athletes.  

After a 15 year hiatus, Saskatchewan was fortunate to play host to the 2010 Men’s National Wheelchair 

Basketball Championship and the 2010 Women’s CWBL National Championships.  The advantage of 

hosting Nationals is that Saskatchewan was able to have a team in the Men’s Division and the Women’s 

Division. It was a great championship and a great chance for some of our local supporters to see the 

talents of our own Saskatchewan athletes. There will be a long lasting legacy left in Saskatchewan and 

we are looking forward to hosting again in 2025.  

Sask Sport and the Canadian Sport Centre Saskatchewan have once again committed to provide SWSA 

with funding for a wheelchair basketball training group within the province. This will be a great 

opportunity for use to develop our athletes to get them to the next level of competition.  

 

Submitted by,  

Andrea Muir 

Executive Director 
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Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
 Annual General Meeting 

 
Alberta – Provincial Report 

 
Submitted – October 30, 2010 

 

The province of Alberta has completed another successful year in all areas related to wheelchair sports.  Our club 

base continues to thrive and we are very fortunate to have a wide variety of membership representation from 
across the province with an astounding array of talent on every level.   All regions within the province are 

represented including: Lethbridge, Calgary, Edmonton, Grande Prairie and Red Deer. 
 

 
Some challenges presented themselves to our Basketball community during the later part of the 2008 – 09 

season. Our Men’s, Women’s and Junior Provincial Programs all suffered program regression due to the lack of 
players and grass root support to help foster proper regenerating growth. Strong steps were implemented 
throughout 2009 – 10 to address this issue and reinvigorate our programs. The Wheelchair Basketball Alberta 

Leadership Committee revisited the 3 year Basketball strategic plan by holding a review and update session on 
September 18, 2010. This session brought together key representation from within our entire basketball 

community. The session was once again facilitated by a strategic planning specialist from the Community 

Development branch of the Alberta Government. Identified within the planning session was the need to continue 
with our efforts to develop a standalone Wheelchair Basketball Alberta Leadership Team. The leadership team is 

comprised of club reps, coaches and key individuals. 
 

 
Alberta continues to be very fortunate in the areas of fundraising and sponsorship. WSA received an 

unprecedented level of support both in resource and financial from the Alberta Sport Recreation Parks & Wildlife 

Foundation (ASRPWF), Alberta Gaming, Alberta Community Spirit Foundation and others.   
 

 
WSA continued with coordination of the new Bridging the Gap program that was launched in 2008. Efforts 

towards initiating ongoing programming associated with the Bridging the Gap program was undertaken 

throughout 2010. Regional have-a-go days along with supporting weekly sessions have been setup in all regions 
of the province. WSA has been working closely with rehabilitation centers throughout Alberta to help bring the 

BTG program to fruition.  
 

 
WSA continues to maintain strong support and partnership with several organizations and facilities located 

throughout the province. These include the Steadward Centre (Calgary & Edmonton), Canadian Paraplegic 

Association, Paralympic Sport Association, MS Society, U of A, U of C, Sait, MRC and Grande Prairie Regional 
College. Strong efforts have been made to re-ignite relationships with all special needs organizations throughout 

the province by initiating a strong presence at interagency meetings and special interest events.  
 

 

In roads towards a strong awareness / promotional presence have been established with committee 
representation at the board level with the following organizations: Edmonton Sport Council, City of Edmonton, 

Community Services Advisory Board, SCI Alliance and Active Living – Physical Activity For All. 
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2009 - 2010 CWBL Alberta Division 

 
This past season our conference/division included five teams comprised of: Lethbridge Steamers, Calgary 

Grizzlies, Calgary Rocky Mountain Rollers, Edmonton Inferno and the Grande Prairie Wolverines. Teams 

participated in 5 tournaments hosted throughout Alberta between October and December 2009.  
 

The Edmonton Inferno and Calgary Rollers were successful in gaining a spot to play at the CWBL women’s final 
held in Saskatoon May 21 – 23 with the Inferno capturing the Silver and the Rollers placing 4th. Tournament All 

Stars included Tara Feser – Edmonton Inferno, Kendra Ohama – Calgary Rollers and Lori Radke – Calgary Rollers 

 
Congratulations to all teams on a successful season. 

 
Alberta Provincial Wheelchair Basketball Programs 

 
New developments from within the wheelchair basketball community across the country have come to fruition 

throughout the year bringing with them several challenges. Most notable has been the developments within our 

provincial team programs, national championships and CWBA (Now Wheelchair Basketball Canada). A new 
structure (WBA – Leadership Team) with proper program support was established and put into motion in order to 

foster new growth and address the developmental needs required to build a more sustainable grass root program 
that will feed our provincial and national teams. Alberta has set a path under the guidance of the Alberta 

Basketball Leadership Team which came about from the Basketball strategic planning session that was held 

initially in late 2008 with a review and update in September 2010. Jamie Peers in consultation with the Alberta 
Basketball Leadership Team and through financial support provided by Wheelchair Basketball Canada; was hired 

as the WBA Program Coordinator and has taken positive steps to develop a year round program that will be tied 
into the existing CWBL structure. Provision will also be made to include summer leagues in both Edmonton and 

Calgary. The concept is to have regional camps approximately every 6 weeks tied into CWBL League 
Tournaments. There is a strong need to combine efforts with all provincial and club programming emphasizing 

the priority to combine leagues, camps, developmental training opportunities into one aligned effort and 

schedule. These efforts will hopefully help bring Alberta back to the power it once was within the sport of 
wheelchair basketball. Attached is a more detailed presentation of the proposed concept for our CWBL league and 

other aspects of the overall program. 
 

Men’s Provincial Program –  

 
The Provincial Men’s program gained some strong momentum leading up to a solid performance at the National 

Championships held May 21 – 23 in Saskatoon. A solid team of experienced players that included Ross Norton, 
John Farmer, Curtiss Matson, Robbie Cameron, Martin Hoare, Chad Jassman, Adam Gongos, Greg Sadler and 

John Banman. Jamie Peers provided coaching expertise. The team placed 5th overall with solid performances 

throughout the tournament. Chad Jassman was selected as a Tournament All Star. 
 

Junior Provincial Program –  
 

Our Junior Program was re-vamped throughout 2010 and tied into the existing CWBL structure and the existing 
club programs running independently in both Edmonton and Calgary. Jamie Peers, Karla Tritten, Lori Radke, 

Lorna Shannon, Chad Jassman and Daniel Peers all contributed signifgant effort and time in streamlining this 

program and were instrumental in setting a solid direction with the ongoing development of our Junior programs. 
Several developmental / selection style camps were held throughout the year leading up to Alberta participating 

in the Junior National Championships which were held in Montreal April 16 – 18, 2010. A solid team of new and 
some experienced players were identified and had an encouraging showing at the National Championships. The 

Alberta Team was comprised of: Andrew Curtis, Caleb Cyr, Helaina Cyr, David Emmerzael, Allarisa Haak, Rebecca 

MacMillan, Zak Madell, Ben Moronchuck and Adam Reid. Karle Tritten and Jamie Peers provided co-coaching 
expertise. Jamie & Karla both feel very positive regarding our teams participation in the upcomiong Canada 

Winter Games in February 2011 
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2010 - 2011 CWBL Alberta Division (Tentative) 
 

Declared Teams: 

 

1. Edmonton 
2. Grande Prairie 

3. Saskatoon 
4. Calgary Grizzles 

5. Lethbridge 

6. Calgary Rollers 
 

 

Tournament Dates: 

Edmonton - November 6 - 7, 2010 
Grande Prairie - November 20 - 21, 2010 
Saskatoon - January 15 - 16, 2011 
Calgary - January 29 - 30, 2011 
Lethbridge - February 26 - 27, 2011 
March 12 – 13, 2011 (Tentative) 

 

 

 

Provincial Programs 

 
New developments from within the wheelchair basketball community across the country have come to fruition 
throughout the year bringing with them several challenges. Most notable has been the developments within WBC, 

Alberta’s provincial team programs and the national championships. The Wheelchair Basketball National 
Championships saw a restructuring take place late into the season with the cancellation of the Women’s 
Tournament. Alberta has had some struggles finding low point female players to round out our team and 

program which has made for uncertain times when trying to structure a proper team. On the Men’s side we had 
four key players drop out of the Provincial team/program late in the season causing us to not be able to field a 

suitable team to represent at National Championships. A new structure with proper program support needs to be 
established in order to foster new growth and developmental needs required to build a more sustainable grass 

root program that will feed our provincial and national teams. Alberta has set a path under the guidance of the 

Alberta Basketball Leadership Team which came about from the Basketball strategic planning session that was 
held in October of 2008. Jamie Peers in consultation with the Alberta Basketball Leadership Team has graciously 

offered to develop a year round program that will run October through May and be tied into the existing CWBL 
structure. Provision will also be made to include summer leagues in both Edmonton and Calgary. The concept is 

to have regional camps approximately every 4 weeks. There is a strong need to combine efforts with all provincial 
and club programming emphasizing the priority to combine leagues, camps, developmental training opportunities 

into one aligned effort and schedule. These efforts will hopefully help bring Alberta back to the power it once was 

within the sport of wheelchair basketball.  

 
Future Initiatives 

 
WSA will continue to coordinate and organize wheelchair basketball programs for the provincial men’s, women’s 
and junior teams under the guidance of the Wheelchair Basketball Alberta Leadership Team.  WSA’s focus for the 
up coming years will be on initiating a more integrated approach to provincial programs aligning the men, women 
and junior teams.  

 
WSA will work closely with the revised Wheelchair Basketball Canada strategic plan incorporating many of it’s 
initiatives by integrating those ideas into our own overall big picture direction(s).  
 

Coach and official development have been identified as a much neglected area of training in Alberta. It is WSA’s 
hopes to initiate more opportunity to host developmental clinics for both coaches and officials.  
 

Additional strategies will include developing partnerships in fund raising and sponsorship, the development and 
recruitment from grassroots to high performance athletes. BTG will remain an integral part of our overall 

recruitment strategy allowing for a more widespread approach to grass root development.  
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Conclusion 

 
I have know been with WSA for 3 years and have been enjoying the experience greatly. I have had the 

opportunity to meet several hard working, dedicated individuals from within the WBC family throughout Canada 

and Alberta. I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all those involved in the wheelchair basketball 
community at large and all those who have provided me with guidance and/or assistance in solidifying my 

transition into my current position as Executive Director with WSA. The future looks bright for wheelchair 
basketball in Alberta and I look forward to continuing to help shape the direction and vision of this great sport. 

 

 
Respectfully Submitted by 

 

 
 

Mike Sandomirsky 
Executive Director 

 
 



 

BC‐CWBL Finals Tournament Awards  

Division 1: 
MVP – Patrick Anderson, Lions 

All‐Stars: 
Erik Hagreen, Dingos 

Ross MacDonald, Royals 
Jamie Borisoff, Lions 
Bo Hedges, Royals 

Jessica Vliegenthart, Royals 
 

Division 2: 
MVP – Tony Golston, Victoria 

All‐Stars: 
Matt Ficocelli, Okanagan 
Chad Palmer, Hooligans 
Avril Harris, Kamloops 

Peter Colistor, Cable Cars 
Derek Lundie, Cable Cars 

 

BC‐CWBL League Awards 

Fairplay Award: 
Div 1 – Tyler Tingle, Dingos 

Div 2 – Jean Luc Lagan, Victoria 

Most Improved Player: 
Div 1 – Derek Lundie, Lions 

Div 2 – Chad Palmer, Hooligans 

Leadership Award: 
Div 1 – Bo Hedges, Royals 

Rookie of the Year: 
Div 2 – Loren Pearson, Victoria

 
BC WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL SOCIETY 

2009‐2010 ANNUAL REPORT (JUNE 1 – MAY 31) 
 
BCWBS would like to acknowledge Lou Rene Legge who assumed the role of Acting Managing Director while Carrie Linegar was on maternity 
leave.  During this time the BCWBS staff Makiko Harada, Cheryl Corrigan and Joe Higgins as well as the BCWBS Board of Directors 
provided valuable insight and hard work to assist Lou in continuing the great work of BCWBS for our membership this past season.   Below is a 
summary of activities BCWBS supported in 2009‐10.  Highlights include hosting the 2009 Americas Cup Qualifier for Men, hosting the 2010 
CWBL Finals where Douglas College was crowned champions 3 years running, BC Men and Women winning their respective National 
Championship Titles, and undertaking new initiatives such as the intramural programs at Trinity Western and Douglas College and other 
developmental initiatives.  After another great year we look forward to the year ahead of serving our membership!! 
 
0BUPROGRAMMING 
City League ‐ BCWBS was pleased to continue the Tim Frick City League, with fall and winter sessions in 2009‐10 in the lower mainland at 
Douglas College lead by Coach Joe. The city league is an 8–10 week recreational league, where new players, juniors, and some seasoned 
retirees can develop their game skills and have some competitive fun.  In total there were 23 individuals participated in the fall session and 18 
in the New Year which included 10 first time city league participants. Thank‐you to the BCWSA Bridging the Gap Program, the Hamber 
Foundation and the Wheels in Motion Quality of Life Grant for supporting this great program. 

BC‐CWBL  
Ten teams competed in the 2009‐20010 BC‐CWBL season in 2 divisions which included 
a total of 7 tournaments. 
Division 1: Douglas College Lions, Dingos & Royals 
Division 2: Mid‐Island Tsunami, Victoria, Kamloops Bull‐dawgs, BC Breakers, Okanagan 
Thunder, Vintage Cable Cars & Vancouver Hooligans. 

A successful division 1 draft took place for the 1P

st
P time in 2009‐10 where 3 teams were 

created to participate in a 15 game league this season.  The Douglas College Lions took 
top place in the BC conference, while all 3 teams earned berths for the 2011 CWBL 
Finals. In division 2, the competition was close all season where tournaments took 
place in Kamloops, Kelowna and the Lower Mainland.  The Victoria Capitals were 
victorious at the BC‐CWBL Finals claiming their 2P

nd
P D2 Championship. 

Once again, teams paid a registration fee and BCWBS offered a travel subsidy and 
covered the major costs associated with hosting these tournaments and the provincial 
finals banquet and awards.  Thank you to Douglas College, Wheelchair Basketball 
Canada for a special project grant, Advanced Mobility, MEDIchair, Subway and Panago 
Pizza for your the support of the BC‐CWBL Finals. 

High Performance Camps – BCWBS hosted 2 Elite Camps in November 2009 and 
January 2010 with higher performance players from around the Province.  Highlights 
of the high performance camps included sessions with Strength and Conditioning Guru 
Steve Ramsbottom, Nutritionist Cristina Sutter and BC Athlete's Voice's Joe Hitchcock. 

Men’ Provincial Team – BC won their 4th straight wheelchair basketball National 
Championships in 2010 by defeating Ontario 68 ‐ 56. Richard Peter was named to the 
All‐Star Team.   In preparation for the Nationals, the BC men participated in Defi 
Sportif taking home the silver medal.  The 2010 B.C. Men's Team consisted of Richard 
Peter, Bo Hedges, Ross MacDonald, Jaimie Borisoff, Roberto Molina, Kevin Bowie, 
Bryan Shore, Avril Harris, Anthony Purcell and Erik Hagreen. The team was coached by 
Peter Taylor and Joe Higgins. 

Women’s Provincial Team – BCWBS sent a women’s team to compete in the Calgary 
women’s tournament in March and hosted a tournament in May in preparation for the 
2010 Women’s CWBL Finals.   BCWBS  was thrilled to see the women 
win gold at this year’s national championships with a win over 
Edmonton.  BC's seven point win prevented the Inferno's seventh 
championship, and will go down in the history books as the Breakers 
first CWBL Women's Club National Championship! Congratulations to 
both teams on a great game, and to All Star Jessica Vliegenthart and 
MVP Janet McLachlan.  Our talented team comprised of the following 
BC athletes: Marni Abbott‐Peter, Shira Standfield, Stephanie Park, Janet 
McLachlan, Wendy Jansen, Makiko Harada, Jessica Vliegenthart, Elisha 
Williams and Nancy LaFleche and was coached by Cheryl Corrigan.   

Junior Wheelchair Basketball Challenge ‐ Juniors came from across BC 
to demonstrate their skills and enthusiasm for wheelchair basketball.  
Through the years, we've seen great growth in the development of our junior players, and their abilities were on display November 14th & 15P

th
P, 

2009. We would also like to thank the volunteers, especially Trish Nicholson and her leadership class for their hard work, as well as our 
generous sponsors: the Province of BC, Rick Hansen Foundation, McRoberts Secondary School, Save on Foods, Holiday Inn, & Panago Pizza. 



 

Mini‐Basket Festival ‐ Juniors came from all over the coast to demonstrate their skills and enthusiasm for the sport of wheelchair basketball at 
the 2010 Mini Basketball Festival.  Through the years, we've seen great growth in the development of our mini‐fest participants, and their 
abilities were on display the May 15P

th
P & 16P

th
P weekend at Alex Hope Elementary School in Langley.  Special thanks go out to all the parents and 

sponsors including Panago Pizza and Wheelchair Basketball Canada. We would also like to thank Karen Kosterman and Kelly Paddock, Vice 
Principal at Alex Hope for their help on the weekend.  

Jr Provincial Team Program ‐ September 19/20 found many junior athletes from around the province at Douglas College, New Westminster 
for a Canada Games stream junior camp. The participants benefitted from sessions with Provincial Coach Cheryl Corrigan, as well as guest 
coaches Bo Hedges, Ross MacDonald and Anthony Purcell. Regional Coach Joe Higgins ran a coaches clinic in concert with the junior camp.  
The junior athletes also benefitted from Sport BC Nutritionist Cristina Sutter.  A second junior camp was also held in March 2010 for the 
selection of athletes to attend the Junior National Championships.  Congratulations to all the team members that were part of BC’s fourth 
place finish: Konrad Kelz, Natalie Imbeau, Nathan Bragg, Stephanie Park, Erin Higgins, Matthew Ficocelli, Derek Lundie, Erik Vliegenthart and 
Avril Harris. A special thanks to Assistant Coach Greg Park and Holly Tawse for helping make the weekend go smoothly. 
 
UREGIONAL / ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT 
 
Growth and development of wheelchair basketball programs continues around BC.  BCWBS assists in the development of BCWBS clubs 
through our regional grant program, through administration support for projects and initiatives, as well as coaching support with our 
provincial and regional representatives through the IPS Coaching System.   

Let’s Play ‐ The BCWBS Let’s Play Project, lead by Mike Prescott, is a joint collaboration with The Rick Hansen Foundation and the Ministry of 
Education which has resulted in the BCWBS developing a unique approach designed to enhance the lives of British Columbian children aged 0‐
8 years old as identified in the Canadian Sport for Life (CS4L) stages of Active Start and Fundamentals.  
The BCWBS Let’s Play Project intends to accomplish the following objectives; 
1.  Identify children aged 0‐8 in BC communities. 
2.  Identify and upgrade facilities in the identified communities (community centres, playgrounds, schools) that could become accessible 

and inclusive of children with physical disabilities including the features necessary to accommodate children ages 0‐6 years. 
3.  Provide the identified communities with age appropriate sport wheelchair equipment for the child with the disability and their able 

bodied peers who choose to become involved in physical‐knowledge activities. 
4.  Ensure the ongoing sustainability of the project through the legacies of sport chairs, equipment and a Best Practices Model. 
This Project will make a considerable difference in the lives of children with disabilities aged 0‐8 years by way of emphasis on physical literacy 
and social development which are critical to the overall health of our society. 
BCWBS Regional Grants – BCWBS distributed 5 grants this past season for a number of successful projects: Okanagan Thunder, Kelowna 
Jamboree; Powell River Ravens, wheelchair trailer; Mid‐Island Wheelchair Sports, Travel; Victoria Wheelchair Sports – Wheelchair trailer; 
Comox Valley Wheelchair Sports, wheelchair transport, maintenance, and storage. 
Comox Valley – Wheelchair Basketball is now alive and well at the Comox Recreation Centre on Friday nights.  BCWBS has supported this 
program with an initial loan of 10 sport chairs and support from our Regional Coach Joe.  We look forward to the continued growth and 
success of this new program – thank you Karin for all your hard work! 
Powell River – The Powell River Ravens Wheelchair Basketball Team is up and running as a legacy from the BC Disability Games.  The program 
offers a weekly wheelchair basketball session that has seen up to 29 new participants – congratulations on your success! 
Victoria Tournament and Camp Day – In addition to the weekly program offering in Victoria, VWSA & BCWBS hosted a one‐day game and 
camp in January with Coach Joe.  The Tsunami, from Mid‐island, took on the host Victoria team to kick off the day.  It was a great game by 
these two friendly rivals and saw the development of a new referee from Victoria, Rob, learning about the sport.   
Trinity Western University ‐ Trinity Western University in Langley and BCWBS initiated a pilot project where over 40 students and staff 
participated in an intramural wheelchair basketball program lead by Patrick Anderson and Joe Higgins.  TWU also hosted two of our BC‐CWBL 
league tournaments – thank you TWU! 
Langley Game Night – BCWBS hosted a game night in August 2009 with the tremendous support of Jack and Mitch Kosterman.  Over 15 
participants attended the event at the Langley Events Centre, with many trying the sport for the 1P

st
P time. 

Kelowna Wheelchair Basketball Jamboree – The Okanagan Thunder took the reigns to ensure the successful offering of the 2P

nd
P Kelowna 

Jamboree in April 2010. The Jamboree saw over 30 players arrive from Alberta and BC who participated in a variety of themed games where 
the players were divided into two levels, each group having the opportunity to have new team mates and opponents. Some of the highlights 
of the weekend included the “old vs. young” game where the old fogies triumphed over the young whipper‐snappers, and a rousing game of 
Ultimate Frisbee.  The Jamboree was a resounding success, in no small part because of the enthusiasm and effort of many partners working 
together: the City of Kelowna, BC Wheelchair Basketball, local Kelowna players and high school student volunteers, Calgary Grizzlies and 
Rollers, our officials, and all our participants. 
Prince George – With the great support of the Kinsmen Club, the Prince George Titans offered a mini‐hoops program, adult recreational 
program and a large number of school demonstrations with the leadership of Coach Avril Harris & Elisha Williams. 
Chilliwack & Surrey Junior Programs – BCWBS was pleased to offer weekly junior programs – the Chilliwack Cheetahs at the Cheam Centre 
lead by Coach Brad Hagkull and at the Tong Louie Family YMCA in Surrey lead by Coach Makiko Harada.   
School Programs – The BCWBS Schools Program was been very busy this past season with the influence of the 2010 Winter Paralympics. 
Provincial Coach Cheryl Corrigan and Regional Coaches Joe Higgins and Avril Harris have been doing demonstrations at schools all over the 
Lower Mainland and Prince George (well over 35 schools visited!). The Schools Program entails a full one day of physical education classes 
taught by one of the BCWBS coaches followed by a week of chair loan.  
 



 

UCOACHING DEVELOPMENT 
Provincial and Regional Coach Positions ‐ Integrated Performance System 
The Integrated Performance System which is a vertically integrated system of paid 
coaches and program support at the regional, provincial and national team level 
continued in BC this past season.  Through this program BCWBS employed Cheryl 
Corrigan as a full‐time Provincial Coach and also supported regional coaches Avril Harris 
in the North and Joe Higgins for the remainder of the province.  These coaches benefited 
from a series of professional development opportunities and engaged in program 
development initiatives in each of their respective regions as described above.   
 
UCOMMUNICATIONS 
BCWBS continues to produce the ‘Net’Work Newsletter in print and on‐line 3x per year 
for our membership and community supporters as well as support our website at  HTUwww.bcwbs.ca UTH.   
 
USPECIAL EVENTS 
America’s Cup Qualifier ‐ Wheelchair Basketball Canada, BC Wheelchair Sports and BC Wheelchair Basketball Society were pleased to host 

the Americas Cup from August 24 – 29, 2009 at the Richmond Olympic Oval. The America's Cup 
was a Men's America Zone qualification tournament for World Championships in 2010 
(Birmingham, England.) The countries competing were; Canada, the United States, Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Jamaica, Mexico and Venezuela.  British Columbia athletes Bo Hedges, Ross 
MacDonald, Pat Anderson and Richard Peter represented Canada at this event where they placed 
2nd. BCWBS would like to thank all the participants including teams, sponsors, volunteers, and 
spectators for their great support to this successful event. 
2010 CWBL Finals – BCWBS was pleased to host the 2010 CWBL Finals and see Douglas College 
successfully defended their CWBL Open Title by defeating Variety Village April 2‐4 at Douglas 

College.  Patrick Anderson of the Lions was named MVP, while Jaimie Borisoff from the Lions and Bo Hedges from the Royals were selected to 
the All‐Star Team.  Many thanks to Douglas College, the Province of BC, 49 BeSpoke, Medi‐Chair, and Wheelchair Basketball Canada for your 
support in hosting this great event. 
BCWBS Members Celebrate 2010 Paralympics and Olympics ‐ As Canada welcomed athletes from around the world to Vancouver for the 
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Games, the BC Wheelchair Basketball Society is so proud to highlight the involvement of members from our 
wheelchair basketball community. Rick Hansen was an honorary mayor of the Olympic Athlete's Village while Marni Abbott‐Peter and Patrick 
Anderson were named honorary co‐mayors of the Paralympic Athletes Village in Whistler.  Jack Kosterman, Natalie Imbeau, Chad Palmer, 
Roberto Molina, John Lundie, Robert Hedges, Nathan Bragg, and Chris Wong were all participants in the Paralympic Games Opening 
Ceremony.  Torch bearers included Joe Higgins, Jaimie Borisoff, Michelle Stilwell,  Ross MacDonald, Jennifer Krempien, Shira Standfield, Jeff 
Standfield, Dean MacKinnon, Patrick Anderson and of course Marni Abbott‐Peter who had the distinct pleasure of being one of the final torch 
bearers at the Opening Ceremony.     
Hoopfest 2010 ‐ Hoopfest 2010 was held on Saturday April 24th at Cambie Secondary School in Richmond and was a great success, raising 
over $7,000 to support wheelchair basketball programs across BC. Firefighters from municipalities across the Lower Mainland once again 
were the primary participants and the first police officers team joined in Hoopfest as well. Teams representing Burnaby Firefighters, 
Vancouver Firefighters, Surrey Firefighters, Delta Firefighters, Coquitlam Firefighters, Vancouver Police, Team 8, and the host school Cambie 
Secondary battled throughout the day.   Thank you to all of our athlete volunteers and many supporters of this year’s event. 

UAWARDS & RECOGNITION 

 The BCWBS Annual Awards were presented at the BC‐CWBL Finals in March 2010 with the support of Advanced Mobility Products. The 
awards, in recognition of contributions made to wheelchair basketball in BC, were as follows: Junior Athlete of the Year – Avril Harris, 
Prince George; Female Athlete of the Year – Janet McLachlan, West Vancouver; Male Athlete of the Year – Bo Hedges, Burnaby; Coach of 
the Year – Peter Taylor, Surrey; Volunteer of the Year – Tyler Tingle, Kamloops; Official of the Year – Dean MacKinnon, Port Coquitlam; 
and Outstanding Community Support Award – Pat Harris, Prince George.  

 Former Canadian Sr. Women’s and BCWBS Provincial Wheelchair Basketball Coach Tim Frick received the 2009 Geoff Gowan Lifetime 
Achievement Award through the Coaching Association of Canada. 

 BCWBS Athlete Bo Hedges was named WBC Male Athlete of the Year, Avril Harris was named Junior Athlete of the Year and Patrick Harris 
received the Leadership Excellence award from Wheelchair Basketball Canada.  The Canadian Wheelchair Sports Association (CWSA) 
named BC Provincial Coach Peter Taylor the winner of the 2009 Stephan Dubuc Memorial Award as Coach of the year & Makiko Harada 
the recipient of the Judith Zelman Memorial Award for Rookie of the Year. 

 Congratulations to Deion Green and Matthew Ficocelli who represented Canada at the Jr World Championships in 2009 and of course 
Head Coach of this team, BCWBS coach Cheryl Corrigan.   

 National Team Programs ‐ Congratulations to the following BCWBS athletes for their selection to the National Team in 2010; Women – 
Janet McLachlan, Nancy Lafleche, Jessica DesMazes, Elisha Williams, Marni Abbott‐Peter and for the Men – Bo Hedges, Richard Peter, 
Ross MacDonald.  These athletes travelled to the 2010 World Championships in England this past summer. 

1BUEQUIPMENT 
BCWBS continues to manage a wheelchair loan program for BCWBS members and continues to access funds for the purchase of additional 
sport wheelchairs.   

Chilliwack Cheetahs



 

 
UFUNDING & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
The Province of BC – BCWBS gratefully acknowledges the support of the Province of British Columbia through the Hosting BC Grants and Direct 
Access Gaming grants in support of BCWBS programming! 
BC Wheelchair Sports Association – BCWBS is a member of BCWSA and receives many services including financial grant support, access to the 
provincial Athlete Assistance Program, the Bridging the Gap Program, and more.  
Douglas College – continues to provide incredible support to wheelchair basketball in their athletic program with access to practice facilities, 
hosting of tournaments and camps and so much more. 
Canadian Sport Centre Pacific – wheelchair basketball continued as a targeted sport partner of CSC‐Pacific through the Integrated 
Performance System and sport services for our provincial and nationally targeted athletes and support of IPS Coaches. 
Basketball BC – BCWBS is a liaison member of the Basketball BC (BBC) Board of Directors. Basketball BC is a great supporter of wheelchair 
basketball in our province. 
Panago Pizza – is the official pizza of BCWBS providing pizza and prizing to many of our programs and special events. 

Xentel DM – BCWBS engages in a donations program to support its programs and activities. We are very thankful for the continued support of 
our many individual and organizational donors. 
 
 
Board of Directors: Chris Samis, President; Ross MacDonald, Vice‐President; Aaron Wilson, Treasurer; Lindsay Thom, Director at Large; Ken 
Wind, Director at Large; Robert Hedges, Director at Large 
 
BCWBS Staff: Carrie LInegar, Managing Director; Makiko Harada, Program Coordinator; Cheryl Corrigan, Provincial Coach and Joe Higgins, 
Regional Coach   
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 Women’s Program Head Coach’s Report 
 
2010 was a difficult and rewarding year for the Women’s Program. The difficulties stemmed mostly 
from serious injuries as the World Championships team lost 2 starters in the months leading up to 
the tournament. The rewards came ultimately in the form of a return to the podium and a Bronze 
Medal finish at the World Championships in July.  
 
In addition to on-court achievements we managed to address several areas we felt were lacking in 
our Program. Among those were the growth of the Espoir Program and the establishment of an 
Under-25 team for Women to compete at World Championships in 2011. Michael Broughton was 
named Espoir/U-25 Coach. With the growth of the Espoir Program we have managed to have a 
most-ever amount of invited athletes for Selection Camp in January, with 28 athletes confirmed to 
attend at this point. 
 
The IST Program has been further entrenched in the Women’s Program with an ongoing 
Strength/Fitness Training program, Sport Psychology consultations, Nutrition Planning, 
comprehensive Physiological testing, as well as full medical support (Physiotherapy, Massage 
Therapy and Team Physician). With the field narrowing on the International scene, and 7 or 8 
countries capable of winning on any given day, we are confident our added supports and training 
will be the difference in London and beyond. 
 
One other area that we felt needed to be addressed was the quality of daily training accessible to our 
athletes. We currently have 3 athletes in US College programs and 2 athletes playing professionally 
in Europe. These athletes are training on a very high level every day. With the establishment of our 
Regional Training Centres we plan to have the same quality of training available to athletes 
program-wide.  
 
We are on the right track for a return to the top of the world in 2012, as well as experiencing the 
growth to make that return sustainable.    
 
Senior and Espoir Camps, Competitions and Events 
 
U of Alabama Invitational and Training Camp (Dec 2010) (Espoir) 
 
Pioneer Classic Tournament (Jan 2011) (Senior and Espoir) 
 
Selection Camp (Jan 2011) 
 
Osaka Cup Friendship Games (Feb 2011) (Senior and Espoir) 
 
Illinois Training camp/Exhibition Play (March 2011)  
 
Post Nationals Training OR BT Paralympic Cup (pending possible invitation) (May 2011) 
 
3 Nation Test Series and training camp (Germany and Great Britain) (June 2011) 
 
World Championships for Women Under Age 25 (St. Catherine’s) (July 2011) 
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Paralympic Qualifiers (Guadalajara) (November 2011) 
 
Spitfire Challenge (August 2010) 
 
Summary 
 
We continue to be able to provide AAP carding for Senior and development (Espoir) athletes.   We 
were able to provide the Espoir players with a number of international competitive opportunities. 
 
Own the Podium has provided additional funds for Senior and Espoir athletes allowing us to 
provide unprecedented opportunities for our athletes. 
 
The Regional Training Centres should be up and running this fall. These will be coordinated with 
our Men’s Program to facilitate quality daily training opportunities for our Program athletes. 
 



Canadian Men’s National Wheelchair Basketball Team 

 

Annual Report 2010 

1. Training and Competition 

a. Americas Zone Qualifier in Vancouver, September 2009. We finished second 
in this qualifier coming second to the USA. This result meant that we 
qualified for the upcoming 2010 World Championships in England. These 
were the first major games after Beijing and the retirement of Patrick 
Anderson and we acquitted ourselves well. The loss to the USA late in the 
game indicated our conditioning was not up to world standard just yet. This 
was an area that was identified for improvement to keep us at the top of our 
game. The coaching staff was also together for the first time at a major 
competition and worked on establishing our different roles and 
responsibilities. The players all felt that the need for this level of competition 
was to be foremost in WBC’s planning for the future. 
 

b. IST Testing Camp in Toronto, December 2009. 12 senior and junior athletes 
attended this 3 day camp to test and evaluate baseline data on athlete’s 
physiology for strength, speed and agility. This helped to reinforce the 
“culture of fitness” we aim to instill in our athletes and help establish 
benchmark data. Most of the testing occurred on a basketball court. Treadmill 
testing was also undertaken at the CSC-ON to help establish VO2 testing 
protocols. Our IST personnel also provided guidance in mental training and 
nutritional counseling. At this point in time 4 senior athletes were in Europe 
playing in their respective leagues. 2 in Germany, 1 in France and 1 in Italy. 
They submitted remote benchmark testing results from their locations under 
the supervision of their club staff.  A need was identified where in the future 
we could hold a European fitness camp as more players go there to play 
during the October to May season. 
 

c. Selection Camp in Toronto in February. As has been the case in the recent 
years, this was an invitation only camp. The camp was conducted in this 
manner for two reasons primarily. First, in order to make the best use of a 
limited budget, only those athletes with a legitimate chance of making the 
team or those athletes with potential for the junior team (while still being 
competitive with senior level athletes) were invited. Second, in order to focus 
our instruction and ensure a quality selection camp, we limited the number of 
athletes. Coaches from different regions of Canada also attended and were 
evaluated. 
 

d. University of Illinois Tournament in March. This competitive opportunity 
fulfilled two needs. First, it provided a high level of competition for our 
athletes (as subsequently U of I went on to win their national title). Second, U 
of I athletes are in extremely good shape providing us with a great example of 



what it means to play against a team that is, “all press, all the time”! We lost 
all four games against them but our learning curve was steep. The last game 
went to overtime, a vast difference from the day before when we lost by 30 
points in the second game. Our lack of fitness was exposed and our propensity 
to turn the ball over when fatigued revealed itself. The last game, in which we 
lost in overtime, saw Canada turn the ball over 25 times! These two factors 
would be something we would key on at our next training camp. This 
competition along with the training camp preceding it continues to be a 
valuable training tool in our yearly preparation. The feedback for me from 
from U of I coach, Mike Frogley, is invaluable. 
 

e. April Training Camp. This was held in White Rock B.C. after the Vancouver 
CWBL Finals. This gave the coaching staff and team a chance to do focused 
instruction on the different systems we would be using going into the May-
June competitions. Most importantly it gave us a chance to work on our 
pressing defense. Coming out of Beijing and continuing on through 
Vancouver our ability to press became suspect because of our limited fitness. 
Now we were starting to get in better shape and we had to begin working on 
our pressing schemes and lineups to prepare for Manchester and Alabama.  
 

f. Seasonal Training in Montreal in May. This camp occurred after the Defi 
Sportif competition that is held each year in early May. As a result of 
additional RTE funding, we were able to support this seasonal training 
opportunity. This was important as it allowed for continued responsibility for 
training, growth in team chemistry and high quality training for athletes 
lacking elite training partners. I left the players with a few thoughts for this 
camp. Continue with the fitness. Work on our ball-swing offense to get into in 
to a rhythm so that it felt natural. Finally, I asked them to Take care of the 
ball. Think risk/reward when attempting long passes. It was these passes that 
were generating many of our turnovers in competition. 
 

g. BT Paralympic Cup in Manchester, England in May. In attendance were 
Australia, Great Britain and Italy. The purpose of this tournament was to 
continue to develop our systems and to give us competitive experience 
playing teams that were projected medal round teams. Some development 
work was also going on here as 3 seniors did not come due to scheduling 
conflicts or injury. Here we would start to press more and refine our offense. 
We beat Australia and Italy and lost to Great Britain in the round robin. We 
then lost again to GB in the final. This was our first major international 
competition since our qualifiers last September.  We concentrated mainly on 
our patient spread offense, crossing under pressure and pressing. Given the 
developmental nature of our lineup and we were missing Joe Johnson, our 
best player, I believe we did well. At this tournament our turnovers averaged 
12 per game which was a step in the right direction. Better shooting was 
identified as our weakest area with 34 per cent of two point baskets being 
made. 



h. North American Cup. In June, we traveled to Birmingham, Alabama to play in 
the North American Cup. Here we played five games. Our competition was 
Great Britain, Poland and USA. We beat Poland but lost to both Great Britain 
and the USA in the round robin. We ended up beating Poland for third place. 
In Alabama we controlled the ball more, generating quality shots. Our ball 
swing offence generated 15 assists per game. Shot charts show that more 
baskets were made inside the key compared to Manchester. That control also 
manifested itself in more assists and less turnovers. Our free-throw percentage 
was right on our benchmark target of 60%. Our turnovers vastly improved in 
Alabama to 6 per game. The games lost against Great Britain and USA were 
winnable. We were never outmatched. In fact we had a chance to win those 
games as we had taken leads deep in to the second half. Some easy shots that 
could have made a momentum difference were missed at the wrong time. That 
is why all the players were told to get in volume shooting in the two weeks 
leading up to the Worlds. I felt at this point the team was ready to medal at the 
World Championships 
 

i. World Championships in Birmingham, England in June. The Brits hosted us 
to a pre-Worlds competition. At this competition we were missing one senior 
member of the team due to injury, Yvon Roillard. He is an extremely tall class 
3.0 and was missed. We played GB the hosts, Italy and Japan in a friendly 
round robin. We lost just to GB. It was an excellent way to get started and get 
acclimatized. We will look to do something similar in 2012. The World 
Championships then began. The round robin went as well. Of the 5 round 
robin games we played, we lost once to Australia. The one telling statistic 
from that game was that the Australians made their free throws count (17-19), 
while we did not (4-13). In the round robin we had beaten France (they went 
on to the final). This all lead to a quarter final matchup against the Italians. 
The game went awry early. We got a slow start, never hit any 3 pointers, our 
shooting was off and no lineups clicked. Everyone was flat. I believe that 
psychologically we were looking past the Italians. This is one area for 
investigation both the players and the coaching staff need to work on for 2012 
if we are to overcome these situations. Losing this game lead to the greatest 
setback our program has had in recent history. Subsequently we lost to GB, 
who were in the same situation as us. We then beat Turkey for 7th place. Here 
are some statistics of interest from the tournament. Basically, most of the team 
statistical measures put us in the top 4 of teams at the worlds. The exception 
was our team’s free throw percentage. We had the lowest of all teams at 43%. 
Very disappointing given that we shot 60% at the NA Cup in June. At the 
worlds, four teams were over 60% with Australia at almost 70%.  
Our assists were at 18 per game with our turnovers at 11 per game, within our 
accepted benchmarks for these measures. The “points in the paint” tell an 
interesting story. We outscored every team in the paint except for one, 
Australia 24-26. Our loss against Italy was 30-18 in our favour. But…we still 
lost games. I believe this shows our offensive game is unbalanced and more 
outside shooting is required. I believe this is especially true at the 13 to 17 



foot range. Over the next two years extensive work will be done in this area. 
Specifically, “tired shooting” drills will be developed for both our open court 
offensive work and free throws. Players who have these outside shots as their 
“gamers” must be ready to take them and make them to help our team prepare 
for London 2012. 
 
The coaching staff has prepared some preliminary observations on our 
performance and areas for improvement. In no order they are: 
 
1: We need to make the right decision in knowing exactly who to jump and 
who to pressure. At times we over-commit on players who are not a threat.   
2: We have to learn to accept the rough play…and give it back without it 
affecting us mentally. 
3: We need to play more international games. This will benefit both players 
and coaches. 
4: Everyone jumps us, both as we receive passes and in advance of passes. 
Picking the pressure then “read and react” to break defenses down must 
become second nature.  
5: Defense was poor at times because of lack of chair skills. We need to put 
wheels on opponent’s chairs to control them. 
6: The mental game. Leaders need to emerge during games. The bench players 
need to support the on court players all game long. We cannot afford to take 
opponents lightly and look past them. Finally, a mental routine needs to part 
of our free throw preparation just like our physical routine is. 

j. Germany/France Training and Tournament in September. In late September 
we attended a middle of the week training camp in Germany as preparation 
for a weekend tournament in France. Our club host in Germany was Lahn-
Dill. It’s coach is Nic Zeltinger, our WBC Euro coach. This is Joe Johnson’s 
European club. Each night we finished with a game against them. We won 
game one. Game two we had Joe Johnson play for Lahn-Dill, we lost. Game 
three, with Joe playing for us, we narrowly lost. We gave up an early 10 point 
deficit and never recovered losing by 10. It was after this (and what happened 
at the Worlds) I suggested the team change it’s warm up. They agreed and 
have developed a more up tempo scrimmage/drill type of warm up that 
includes contact. In France we played 3 games against upper level European 
club teams that had French and Italian national players on them. At this 
competition we had 3 developmental players. Two national team alternates 
and one junior. We emphasized ball motion on offense and tough man-to-man 
positioning on defense. We won all three games. The experience was a nice 
combination of training and teambuilding. An environment I will re-create 
again in the future. 



2. Program Overview 

As a result of the competitive experiences of this past year, several points 
need to be made regarding the state of the men’s national program heading 
into the 2012 Paralympics. 

a. We are one of the oldest men’s team. There will be several retirements after 
2012. All players except for Richard Peter have committed to remain until 
2012. At the lower classifications (1.0-2.5’s) the players exist to step in and 
contribute at the established level. From the 3.0-3.5 classifications, athletes 
exist that have demonstrated some potential, but some specific characteristics 
are lacking. At the 4.0 to 4.5 classifications, we still have young players on the 
senior men. However, we lack depth in this area and the previous area of 3.0-
3.5’s. Are we a better team with the veterans on the team for 2012? Yes. 
There is no one right now to replace them so our challenge is to get every 
single ounce of talent and energy out of them over the next two years. 

b. The knowledge gained from the competition during the past year and the 
training camps has shown that, while there are some athletes that will be able 
to fill positions in the next two to four years, the program still lacks depth 
overall. A priority in the senior men’s program will be the recruitment, 
identification and development of a large pool of athletes needed to maintain 
the senior men’s national program as a power in the world. In response to this 
we have initiated programs to provide quality daily training for our program 
athletes. These include the Regional Training Centres, Centres for 
Performance and Basketball Festivals. The men’s program is developing a 
“Futures” program that mirrors the women’s “Espoir” program. This will help 
develop and provide playing opportunities for those identified elite athletes 
that are out of junior and preparing to make the senior national team.  

c. A key component in the recruitment, identification and development of the 
athletes in the senior men’s program will be the recruitment, identification and 
development of coaches and integrated support team personnel. This is an 
ongoing process that was well in evidence this past year as 8 different regional 
coaches were part of Team Canada competitions around the world.  
g. In order to remain a worldwide leader in wheelchair basketball, a greater 
emphasis should be placed on sport research and medicine. The IST program 
is being rolled out at the regional level to attend to the needs of the athlete at 
the TC, CP and Basketball Festivals. We are hiring a team doctor. We are in 
current negotiations to have Brett Nagata oversee our delivery of our sport 
medicine. Brett already has experience in this field as he is also working with 
the British sport medicine system that is currently more advanced than ours. 
His experience will be invaluable. Presently we are engaged in instituting a 
biomechanical study of wheelchair pushing technique in conjunction with the 
CSC-ON. Experts from various disabled sport disciplines are being asked for 



input as we begin to design this study. The aim will be to study pushing 
techniques that will make our athletes quicker and faster. At the CSC-ON this 
work will be performed by Chris Dalcin, Carolyn Taylor and Judy Goss.  

 
 d. Finally, a mental factor was identified as potentially being the cause of our 

“flat” performance against the Italians at the Worlds. Judy Goss is currently 
working with us on different strategies to deal with this. One is to develop a 
vision statement for our team. What vision can the athletes see that will 
motivate them to train and strive for program excellence to 2012…and 
beyond? What vision will enable our retiring athletes to leave a legacy of 
excellence for those program athletes who remain? This will lead us to never 
take anyone lightly again. Our opponents will be forced to compete at our 
higher level of play instead of us being flat. That is the challenge I put 
recently to the players at our France tournament. They responded with 
numerous phrases being developed. The process continues to this day in 
coming up with a final vision statement.  

 
 
                  Jerry Tonello 
                  Senior Men’s Coach 
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 Women’s Program Head Coach’s Report 
 
2010 was a difficult and rewarding year for the Women’s Program. The difficulties stemmed mostly 
from serious injuries as the World Championships team lost 2 starters in the months leading up to 
the tournament. The rewards came ultimately in the form of a return to the podium and a Bronze 
Medal finish at the World Championships in July.  
 
In addition to on-court achievements we managed to address several areas we felt were lacking in 
our Program. Among those were the growth of the Espoir Program and the establishment of an 
Under-25 team for Women to compete at World Championships in 2011. Michael Broughton was 
named Espoir/U-25 Coach. With the growth of the Espoir Program we have managed to have a 
most-ever amount of invited athletes for Selection Camp in January, with 28 athletes confirmed to 
attend at this point. 
 
The IST Program has been further entrenched in the Women’s Program with an ongoing 
Strength/Fitness Training program, Sport Psychology consultations, Nutrition Planning, 
comprehensive Physiological testing, as well as full medical support (Physiotherapy, Massage 
Therapy and Team Physician). With the field narrowing on the International scene, and 7 or 8 
countries capable of winning on any given day, we are confident our added supports and training 
will be the difference in London and beyond. 
 
One other area that we felt needed to be addressed was the quality of daily training accessible to our 
athletes. We currently have 3 athletes in US College programs and 2 athletes playing professionally 
in Europe. These athletes are training on a very high level every day. With the establishment of our 
Regional Training Centres we plan to have the same quality of training available to athletes 
program-wide.  
 
We are on the right track for a return to the top of the world in 2012, as well as experiencing the 
growth to make that return sustainable.    
 
Senior and Espoir Camps, Competitions and Events 
 
U of Alabama Invitational and Training Camp (Dec 2010) (Espoir) 
 
Pioneer Classic Tournament (Jan 2011) (Senior and Espoir) 
 
Selection Camp (Jan 2011) 
 
Osaka Cup Friendship Games (Feb 2011) (Senior and Espoir) 
 
Illinois Training camp/Exhibition Play (March 2011)  
 
Post Nationals Training OR BT Paralympic Cup (pending possible invitation) (May 2011) 
 
3 Nation Test Series and training camp (Germany and Great Britain) (June 2011) 
 
World Championships for Women Under Age 25 (St. Catherine’s) (July 2011) 
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Paralympic Qualifiers (Guadalajara) (November 2011) 
 
Spitfire Challenge (August 2010) 
 
Summary 
 
We continue to be able to provide AAP carding for Senior and development (Espoir) athletes.   We 
were able to provide the Espoir players with a number of international competitive opportunities. 
 
Own the Podium has provided additional funds for Senior and Espoir athletes allowing us to 
provide unprecedented opportunities for our athletes. 
 
The Regional Training Centres should be up and running this fall. These will be coordinated with 
our Men’s Program to facilitate quality daily training opportunities for our Program athletes. 
 



Canadian Men’s National Wheelchair Basketball Team 

 

Annual Report 2010 

1. Training and Competition 

a. Americas Zone Qualifier in Vancouver, September 2009. We finished second 
in this qualifier coming second to the USA. This result meant that we 
qualified for the upcoming 2010 World Championships in England. These 
were the first major games after Beijing and the retirement of Patrick 
Anderson and we acquitted ourselves well. The loss to the USA late in the 
game indicated our conditioning was not up to world standard just yet. This 
was an area that was identified for improvement to keep us at the top of our 
game. The coaching staff was also together for the first time at a major 
competition and worked on establishing our different roles and 
responsibilities. The players all felt that the need for this level of competition 
was to be foremost in WBC’s planning for the future. 
 

b. IST Testing Camp in Toronto, December 2009. 12 senior and junior athletes 
attended this 3 day camp to test and evaluate baseline data on athlete’s 
physiology for strength, speed and agility. This helped to reinforce the 
“culture of fitness” we aim to instill in our athletes and help establish 
benchmark data. Most of the testing occurred on a basketball court. Treadmill 
testing was also undertaken at the CSC-ON to help establish VO2 testing 
protocols. Our IST personnel also provided guidance in mental training and 
nutritional counseling. At this point in time 4 senior athletes were in Europe 
playing in their respective leagues. 2 in Germany, 1 in France and 1 in Italy. 
They submitted remote benchmark testing results from their locations under 
the supervision of their club staff.  A need was identified where in the future 
we could hold a European fitness camp as more players go there to play 
during the October to May season. 
 

c. Selection Camp in Toronto in February. As has been the case in the recent 
years, this was an invitation only camp. The camp was conducted in this 
manner for two reasons primarily. First, in order to make the best use of a 
limited budget, only those athletes with a legitimate chance of making the 
team or those athletes with potential for the junior team (while still being 
competitive with senior level athletes) were invited. Second, in order to focus 
our instruction and ensure a quality selection camp, we limited the number of 
athletes. Coaches from different regions of Canada also attended and were 
evaluated. 
 

d. University of Illinois Tournament in March. This competitive opportunity 
fulfilled two needs. First, it provided a high level of competition for our 
athletes (as subsequently U of I went on to win their national title). Second, U 
of I athletes are in extremely good shape providing us with a great example of 



what it means to play against a team that is, “all press, all the time”! We lost 
all four games against them but our learning curve was steep. The last game 
went to overtime, a vast difference from the day before when we lost by 30 
points in the second game. Our lack of fitness was exposed and our propensity 
to turn the ball over when fatigued revealed itself. The last game, in which we 
lost in overtime, saw Canada turn the ball over 25 times! These two factors 
would be something we would key on at our next training camp. This 
competition along with the training camp preceding it continues to be a 
valuable training tool in our yearly preparation. The feedback for me from 
from U of I coach, Mike Frogley, is invaluable. 
 

e. April Training Camp. This was held in White Rock B.C. after the Vancouver 
CWBL Finals. This gave the coaching staff and team a chance to do focused 
instruction on the different systems we would be using going into the May-
June competitions. Most importantly it gave us a chance to work on our 
pressing defense. Coming out of Beijing and continuing on through 
Vancouver our ability to press became suspect because of our limited fitness. 
Now we were starting to get in better shape and we had to begin working on 
our pressing schemes and lineups to prepare for Manchester and Alabama.  
 

f. Seasonal Training in Montreal in May. This camp occurred after the Defi 
Sportif competition that is held each year in early May. As a result of 
additional RTE funding, we were able to support this seasonal training 
opportunity. This was important as it allowed for continued responsibility for 
training, growth in team chemistry and high quality training for athletes 
lacking elite training partners. I left the players with a few thoughts for this 
camp. Continue with the fitness. Work on our ball-swing offense to get into in 
to a rhythm so that it felt natural. Finally, I asked them to Take care of the 
ball. Think risk/reward when attempting long passes. It was these passes that 
were generating many of our turnovers in competition. 
 

g. BT Paralympic Cup in Manchester, England in May. In attendance were 
Australia, Great Britain and Italy. The purpose of this tournament was to 
continue to develop our systems and to give us competitive experience 
playing teams that were projected medal round teams. Some development 
work was also going on here as 3 seniors did not come due to scheduling 
conflicts or injury. Here we would start to press more and refine our offense. 
We beat Australia and Italy and lost to Great Britain in the round robin. We 
then lost again to GB in the final. This was our first major international 
competition since our qualifiers last September.  We concentrated mainly on 
our patient spread offense, crossing under pressure and pressing. Given the 
developmental nature of our lineup and we were missing Joe Johnson, our 
best player, I believe we did well. At this tournament our turnovers averaged 
12 per game which was a step in the right direction. Better shooting was 
identified as our weakest area with 34 per cent of two point baskets being 
made. 



h. North American Cup. In June, we traveled to Birmingham, Alabama to play in 
the North American Cup. Here we played five games. Our competition was 
Great Britain, Poland and USA. We beat Poland but lost to both Great Britain 
and the USA in the round robin. We ended up beating Poland for third place. 
In Alabama we controlled the ball more, generating quality shots. Our ball 
swing offence generated 15 assists per game. Shot charts show that more 
baskets were made inside the key compared to Manchester. That control also 
manifested itself in more assists and less turnovers. Our free-throw percentage 
was right on our benchmark target of 60%. Our turnovers vastly improved in 
Alabama to 6 per game. The games lost against Great Britain and USA were 
winnable. We were never outmatched. In fact we had a chance to win those 
games as we had taken leads deep in to the second half. Some easy shots that 
could have made a momentum difference were missed at the wrong time. That 
is why all the players were told to get in volume shooting in the two weeks 
leading up to the Worlds. I felt at this point the team was ready to medal at the 
World Championships 
 

i. World Championships in Birmingham, England in June. The Brits hosted us 
to a pre-Worlds competition. At this competition we were missing one senior 
member of the team due to injury, Yvon Roillard. He is an extremely tall class 
3.0 and was missed. We played GB the hosts, Italy and Japan in a friendly 
round robin. We lost just to GB. It was an excellent way to get started and get 
acclimatized. We will look to do something similar in 2012. The World 
Championships then began. The round robin went as well. Of the 5 round 
robin games we played, we lost once to Australia. The one telling statistic 
from that game was that the Australians made their free throws count (17-19), 
while we did not (4-13). In the round robin we had beaten France (they went 
on to the final). This all lead to a quarter final matchup against the Italians. 
The game went awry early. We got a slow start, never hit any 3 pointers, our 
shooting was off and no lineups clicked. Everyone was flat. I believe that 
psychologically we were looking past the Italians. This is one area for 
investigation both the players and the coaching staff need to work on for 2012 
if we are to overcome these situations. Losing this game lead to the greatest 
setback our program has had in recent history. Subsequently we lost to GB, 
who were in the same situation as us. We then beat Turkey for 7th place. Here 
are some statistics of interest from the tournament. Basically, most of the team 
statistical measures put us in the top 4 of teams at the worlds. The exception 
was our team’s free throw percentage. We had the lowest of all teams at 43%. 
Very disappointing given that we shot 60% at the NA Cup in June. At the 
worlds, four teams were over 60% with Australia at almost 70%.  
Our assists were at 18 per game with our turnovers at 11 per game, within our 
accepted benchmarks for these measures. The “points in the paint” tell an 
interesting story. We outscored every team in the paint except for one, 
Australia 24-26. Our loss against Italy was 30-18 in our favour. But…we still 
lost games. I believe this shows our offensive game is unbalanced and more 
outside shooting is required. I believe this is especially true at the 13 to 17 



foot range. Over the next two years extensive work will be done in this area. 
Specifically, “tired shooting” drills will be developed for both our open court 
offensive work and free throws. Players who have these outside shots as their 
“gamers” must be ready to take them and make them to help our team prepare 
for London 2012. 
 
The coaching staff has prepared some preliminary observations on our 
performance and areas for improvement. In no order they are: 
 
1: We need to make the right decision in knowing exactly who to jump and 
who to pressure. At times we over-commit on players who are not a threat.   
2: We have to learn to accept the rough play…and give it back without it 
affecting us mentally. 
3: We need to play more international games. This will benefit both players 
and coaches. 
4: Everyone jumps us, both as we receive passes and in advance of passes. 
Picking the pressure then “read and react” to break defenses down must 
become second nature.  
5: Defense was poor at times because of lack of chair skills. We need to put 
wheels on opponent’s chairs to control them. 
6: The mental game. Leaders need to emerge during games. The bench players 
need to support the on court players all game long. We cannot afford to take 
opponents lightly and look past them. Finally, a mental routine needs to part 
of our free throw preparation just like our physical routine is. 

j. Germany/France Training and Tournament in September. In late September 
we attended a middle of the week training camp in Germany as preparation 
for a weekend tournament in France. Our club host in Germany was Lahn-
Dill. It’s coach is Nic Zeltinger, our WBC Euro coach. This is Joe Johnson’s 
European club. Each night we finished with a game against them. We won 
game one. Game two we had Joe Johnson play for Lahn-Dill, we lost. Game 
three, with Joe playing for us, we narrowly lost. We gave up an early 10 point 
deficit and never recovered losing by 10. It was after this (and what happened 
at the Worlds) I suggested the team change it’s warm up. They agreed and 
have developed a more up tempo scrimmage/drill type of warm up that 
includes contact. In France we played 3 games against upper level European 
club teams that had French and Italian national players on them. At this 
competition we had 3 developmental players. Two national team alternates 
and one junior. We emphasized ball motion on offense and tough man-to-man 
positioning on defense. We won all three games. The experience was a nice 
combination of training and teambuilding. An environment I will re-create 
again in the future. 



2. Program Overview 

As a result of the competitive experiences of this past year, several points 
need to be made regarding the state of the men’s national program heading 
into the 2012 Paralympics. 

a. We are one of the oldest men’s team. There will be several retirements after 
2012. All players except for Richard Peter have committed to remain until 
2012. At the lower classifications (1.0-2.5’s) the players exist to step in and 
contribute at the established level. From the 3.0-3.5 classifications, athletes 
exist that have demonstrated some potential, but some specific characteristics 
are lacking. At the 4.0 to 4.5 classifications, we still have young players on the 
senior men. However, we lack depth in this area and the previous area of 3.0-
3.5’s. Are we a better team with the veterans on the team for 2012? Yes. 
There is no one right now to replace them so our challenge is to get every 
single ounce of talent and energy out of them over the next two years. 

b. The knowledge gained from the competition during the past year and the 
training camps has shown that, while there are some athletes that will be able 
to fill positions in the next two to four years, the program still lacks depth 
overall. A priority in the senior men’s program will be the recruitment, 
identification and development of a large pool of athletes needed to maintain 
the senior men’s national program as a power in the world. In response to this 
we have initiated programs to provide quality daily training for our program 
athletes. These include the Regional Training Centres, Centres for 
Performance and Basketball Festivals. The men’s program is developing a 
“Futures” program that mirrors the women’s “Espoir” program. This will help 
develop and provide playing opportunities for those identified elite athletes 
that are out of junior and preparing to make the senior national team.  

c. A key component in the recruitment, identification and development of the 
athletes in the senior men’s program will be the recruitment, identification and 
development of coaches and integrated support team personnel. This is an 
ongoing process that was well in evidence this past year as 8 different regional 
coaches were part of Team Canada competitions around the world.  
g. In order to remain a worldwide leader in wheelchair basketball, a greater 
emphasis should be placed on sport research and medicine. The IST program 
is being rolled out at the regional level to attend to the needs of the athlete at 
the TC, CP and Basketball Festivals. We are hiring a team doctor. We are in 
current negotiations to have Brett Nagata oversee our delivery of our sport 
medicine. Brett already has experience in this field as he is also working with 
the British sport medicine system that is currently more advanced than ours. 
His experience will be invaluable. Presently we are engaged in instituting a 
biomechanical study of wheelchair pushing technique in conjunction with the 
CSC-ON. Experts from various disabled sport disciplines are being asked for 



input as we begin to design this study. The aim will be to study pushing 
techniques that will make our athletes quicker and faster. At the CSC-ON this 
work will be performed by Chris Dalcin, Carolyn Taylor and Judy Goss.  

 
 d. Finally, a mental factor was identified as potentially being the cause of our 

“flat” performance against the Italians at the Worlds. Judy Goss is currently 
working with us on different strategies to deal with this. One is to develop a 
vision statement for our team. What vision can the athletes see that will 
motivate them to train and strive for program excellence to 2012…and 
beyond? What vision will enable our retiring athletes to leave a legacy of 
excellence for those program athletes who remain? This will lead us to never 
take anyone lightly again. Our opponents will be forced to compete at our 
higher level of play instead of us being flat. That is the challenge I put 
recently to the players at our France tournament. They responded with 
numerous phrases being developed. The process continues to this day in 
coming up with a final vision statement.  

 
 
                  Jerry Tonello 
                  Senior Men’s Coach 
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Women’s National Team Program 
Submitted by Tara Feser and Janet McLachlan 

 

 

The Women’s National Team Program would first like to thank the Board of Directors, 

WBC staff, and their family and friends for their continued support of the Women’s 

National Program. This year was an important year for us, we are thankful for all the 

support we received to help us achieve our goals at the World Championships in 

Birmingham England. 

Over the last year the team committed to be fitter, faster, and more technically sound and 

this commitment paid off in the end. The year packed full of preparation training and 

competition ensured we were ready for the World Championships in July. 

The 2010 season started off with a training camp and a tournament in Tuscaloosa 

Alabama. This camp included current senior carded athletes as well as Espoir athletes. It 

was a good start to our year with warmer weather and some good competition against 

other women's teams. 

As this years carding cycle changed we saw ourselves in Vancouver for selection camp at 

the end of January. The new squad that would represent Canada at the World 

Championships was selected along with the Espoir squad. 

This year was an important year with the World Championships in July therefore we 

brought in all the experts to help the athletes achieve their goals. A sport nutritionist met 

with each player to set up an individual meal plan; sport physiologists distributed heart 

rate monitors to the top 15 athletes to help monitor the intensity of the training while 

away from the core group; our sports trainer provided individual workout plans to co-

inside with our training phases; and our sport psychologist worked closely with each 

athlete to improve the mental toughness of our team. 

The heavy year of competitions, preparations and training began with the Osaka 

Friendship Games in Japan. After defeating the Australian’s and Japanese the round robin 

play saw the team in a three-way tie with the Australians and Americans.  Due to point 

differential the team played for third and fourth against the Japanese, where they were 

successful in defeating the host team. 

March saw the team gather at the University of Illinois for training camp and games 

against a few University Women’s teams from the US.  The camp and games were an 

excellent chance to get some training and playing time together. The beginning of May 

saw the team traveling to Warm Springs, Georgia for the Roosevelt Cup and 

Birmingham, Alabama for the Lakeshore Foundation tournament. At both these 

tournaments the team was able to play numerous games against International competition 

and continue preparations for the World Championships in July. 



Immediately following the Canadian Women's Nationals in Saskatoon on the May long 

weekend, the senior team headed to Manchester England for the Paralympic World Cup, 

where they finished first in the four team tournament. This tournament was the first time 

the entire team that attended Worlds was able to play together. Due to some injures there 

was a last minute switch that had to be made. The team really started to shine and show 

their potential at this tournament and they carried that energy into the next week of 

training in Manchester. 

With the World Championships just around the corner the senior team decided that it was 

important to centralize as a group for a week before heading to Germany for pre Worlds 

staging. Centralization in Ottawa, during the month of June, was possible because of the 

help of WBC and the commitment of all the senior athletes and a few of the Espoir team.  

As the team made its final preparations for the big competition they found themselves in 

Germany during the one of the hottest weeks of the year. The team trained in Cottbus and 

then went to Berlin for a four-team tournament before moving across to Birmingham. As 

the Women's team rolled into the World championships they felt confident, and prepared 

to achieve their goals. As you already know the Women were able to capture a bronze 

medal and improved their placement from the 2008 Paralympics. 

In closing, we would just like to take this opportunity to welcome the new High 

Performance Director Paul Zachau and the High Performance Coordinator Christina 

Swett. The team continues to increase its working relationship with the office and feels 

confident that the new position and both new staff members will help bring the team 

closer to its goals in London 2012. 


