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Ilfracombe RNLI RESCUE DAY
Wednesday 14 August 10am-4pm

The largest emergency services display in the South West
See big fires, sea rescues, cliff rescues, talk to emergency services teams, climb over fire

engines, ambulances and boats. Audience participation(voluntary)! And much,
MUCH more …..

Reduced price tickets available on production of this magazine &
proof of address to EX34 postcode area (limited number available) from Ilfracombe

Tourist Information Centre on The Seafront (01271 863001)  Open every day. 

…and don’t forget

Ilfracombe Carnival on Thursday 22 August 
Stalls, music and entertainment all afternoon on the Seafront. Parade Brimlands to The Seafront in the

evening.  To enter the Parade, book a stall or apply to be Carnival Queen or an attendant email events@visi-
tilfracombe.co.uk or call into the Tourist Information Centre (01271 863001), 

The Ilfracombe Centre or St James’ Dairy.



Somewhere2travel2
3 Church Street - Ilfracombe - North Devon - EX34 8HA

Tel: 01271 862626 - Email:info@s2t2.co.uk

Somewhere2travel2 - Your professional travel service 

August. Please come and see us, we have our own Marquee with over 20 Tour  

Operators being represented, and not to mention the £500.00 TRAVEL 

VOUCHER PRIZE. Just visit us and register your details, and you could be the 

lucky winner.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Best wishes from Diane, Katie, Pam and Julia  

                SOMEWHERE2TRAVEL2 
            FIRST WORLD WAR BATTLEFIELDS 
                        100th Anniversary Year 
     Departing 19th MAY 2014  5 day Escorted Tour 

   Prices from £425.00pp See Inside The Office For More Details 
 

                               

 

 

DESTINATION  

EVENING  
 

                Come and Learn more about the                       

Cruise Portfolio 
   Thursday 26th September 

   Welcome drinks from 6.30pm to start promptly at 

7pm  

@ Ilfracombe Golf Club. 
 

To include an informal presentation & slide show, 

 welcome drink, themed buffet dinner & free prize draw 
 

£15pp or two for £20,  

Members £10pp or two for £15  

 

 TICKETS MUST BE PRE-PURCHASED FROM 

SOMEWHERE2TRAVEL2 

01271 862626 
 

 

SOMEWHERE2TRAVEL2 

INDOCHINA 
Cambodia & Vietnam 

Explorer Tour 

Departure 24th March 

2014 
14 Day Tour Including 

Phnom Penh, Siem Reap, Angkor, 

Saigon, Cu Chi, Mekong Delta, 

Hanoi, Halong Bay and more! 

   24th October 2013 BURMA & 

INDOCHINA Destination Evening 
 

 
 

 



We unearthed this unusual postcard from our collection this week, and the intriguing title ‘Submarines at
Ilfracombe’ led us to find out more. The postcard is dated  July 13th, 1910, and a look at the Ilfracombe
Gazette for this date gave us the  following information:

“ Warships at Ilfracombe. Considerable interest is being taken in the visit to Ilfracombe of the Cruiser
‘Bonaventure’, The torpedo Destroyers Nos. 8 and 22, and the Submarines 42, 43 and 44. The Ships 
arrived off the Pier on Tuesday afternoon. The visit was in connection with the Naval Manoeuvres, “war”
being declared at 4 o’clock on Wednesday morning. The ‘Bonaventure’ is a second class Cruiser of 7,000
horse power, and with a displacement of 4360 tons. She carries ten guns and has a speed of 19 knots. 
The large vessel came within a short distance of the Pier, and the smaller craft took up positions on the
shore side of her. The submarines were so close in to shore as to afford an excellent opportunity for 
inspection. 
Never before have Submarines been so near to Ilfracombe. The liveliest interest was, therefore, aroused by
the appearance of these rare craft.”

This postcard is a perfect example of the escalating arms race taking place between Britain and Germany in
the first decade of the twentieth century. Both Nations were flexing their military muscles, increasing the
sizes of their Naval fleets, and taking plenty of opportunities to show them off to each other. In July 1904
the German battle  fleet was invited to visit Plymouth, and thousands came to the Hoe to watch the 
German Battleships cruise past. The Mayor of Plymouth gave a banquet to the Admiral and Officers. 
However, some were unhappy about the visit and claimed that the German naval officers had used it to
photograph the defences of Devonport and the dockyard! 
By 1910 Devonport dockyard itself was undergoing considerable expansion to cater for the increased 
number of large naval ships being built there. 

HMS Bonaventure had been built in Devonport in 1892 and had served in the Pacific during the third China
War, but by 1910 had been converted into a depot ship for Submarines.  This explains why she 
accompanied the Submarines that visited Ilfracombe in 1910. She served in the First World War, and was
scrapped in 1920. The submarine in the picture looks like a C class type, and these  were used for coastal
defence at this time. During the Great War ten of them were lost in action across the North Sea and Baltic
Sea. 
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ILFRACOMBE and District 1847

20th January, 1848.
Suicide: Considerable sensation was produced here on Monday last, by the report that a blind man named
James Fosse, who lived by himself, was found in his room suspended by the neck quite dead. An inquest was
holden on the body on Tuesday, by Richard Bremridge, Esq., MP, when it appeared from the evidence that
deceased had for some days previous shewn symptoms of insanity. A poor old man and woman, who 
occupied a room under the same roof, finding that the deceased did not get up as usual on Sunday morning,
knocked at his bedroom, and receiving no answer, they called some of the neighbours, one of whom got a
ladder and looked in at the window, where he saw him hanging at the bedpost. The door was then forced
open, and the poor fellow was found to be quite dead. Near the body lay a razor, and a quantity of blood on
the floor; and on examination they found an incision in the throat, so that there is no doubt that the deceased
first tried to put an end to his existence by cutting his throat, and afterwards completed it by hanging himself.
The jury was satisfied from the evidence that the deceased laboured under temporary insanity, and gave a
verdict to that effect.

10th February 1848
Combmartin Petty Sessions. Before Nathaniel Vye Lee, Esq., in the chair, Rev. John Pike, and Nathaniel
Vye, Esq.  Thomas Berry, the keeper of a beer house at Ilfracombe, called the ‘Braunton Inn’ was convicted
on the information of George Beer, Constable, for having kept open his house for the sale of beer until half
past eleven o’clock on the night of 8th January, being beyond the hour allowed by the statute, and fined 2s
6d and expenses; the penalty being mitigated in consideration of the character given by the constable of the
general good conduct of the house.  The same complainant exhibited an information against Elizabeth 
Hancock, the keeper of the ‘Ring of Bells Inn,’ at Ilfracombe, for permitting gaming in her house on the
night of New Year’s Day, to which she pleaded guilty, and was fined 2s 6d; the constable in this case also
giving the defendant the character of keeping usually a very orderly house.
The chairman left the bench and became the complainant against William Kiff, servant to Mr. John Langdon,
of Woollacombe, for riding on his master’s cart, and driving at a furious rate through the town of Ilfracombe
on the 11th January, without reins to guide the horses. Defendant admitted his guilt, and prayed the lenity of
the Bench, in which the worshipful the complainant joined, and he was consequently fined in the mitigated
penalty of 2s. 6d and expenses.
Ilfracombe: Sudden Death: An awful instance of the uncertainty of human life occurred on Friday last, to the
wife of Mr. John Hill, blacksmith, residing in the village of Heal, in the parish. It appears that Mr. Hill, with
his wife and two other women, were returning from Barnstaple market about seven o’clock on Friday
evening last, and were within half a mile of Mr. Hill’s house, when Mrs Hill complained of being unwell,
and fainted away; she was taken out of the cart, and carried into the house, where medical aid was obtained
as quickly as possible, but life was extinct before the surgeon arrived. The deceased had for some time 
suffered from a very bad leg, and the jolting of the cart caused a rupture of a vein in the leg, and she died
from the loss of blood, although quite unconscious of anything of the kind; but on examination, a large 
quantity of blood was found in the cart, and also along the road at a considerable distance. There was no in-
quest in this case, as the surgeon assured the coroner that the deceased died from natural causes.

6th April 1848
The inhabitants of this delightful watering place (which Mrs. Trollope declared to be the pleasantest of all
English watering places) are making preparations on a large scale, in anticipation of a full season. Masons,
joiners, painters, and upholsterers, are in great requisition. As a proof on onward progress, several new 
lodging houses of the first class, just finished, are being furnished in magnificent style, and a great number
of the old houses, both large and small, have been renovated during the past winter, and considerable 
additions made to the furniture; so that there will be splendid accommodations for a much larger number
than usual of the health-seeking invalids and the pleasure seeking strangers who usually resort to the sea side
for recreation during the summer months. The shops are much improved in external appearance, giving an
unwonted beauty to the streets; and the stocks of goods have been increased to such an extent as plainly 
indicates that the shopkeepers hope for a great addition to their list of customers. The hotels present an 
appearance of much splendour externally, and the comfort of the internal arrangements is beyond all praise
indeed, it must be seen to be properly appreciated.                                    
So large a quantity of mackerel has been brought in here from the coast of Cornwall during the last few days,
that they have been sold so low at 25 for a shilling.
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Dave Lane Tel:  01271 863131

Advertising

Erica Castle    07984282442 01271 864213

Advertising Rates are available on request, please contact

Erica as above.

Distribution

Don James Tel: 01271 863122

Proof Reader: Stan Sprague

The Focus

Team

Focus is normally available from the beginning of the month, and can be obtained FREE from llfracombe Library,

Kingsley Printers, and many shops and other establishments in llfracombe and the surrounding communities.

Up ’Combe Your local community magazine FOCUS is supplied to you free by your Advertisers, please support them. 
Please note email address kingsleyprinters@xlninternet.co.uk

CELE
Suppliers of Quality

Uniforms, Work Wear

School Wear & Club Wear
X

EMBROIDERY

Now in stock:-

Ilfracombe Infant School Jumpers & Bags
Also West Down Primary, Ilfracombe Juniors

& Ilfracombe College Uniforms

53 HIGH STREET, ILFRACOMBE Tel 01271 866655

Visit us online at www.excelembroidery.co.uk

Deadline

10th OF PRECEDING MONTH FOR ALL COPY

Send your copy by email to:

kingsleyprinters@xlninternet.co.uk

Or take or send it to Kingsley Printers 

52 High Street, Ilfracombe

Accounts

Kingsley Printers   

Tel: 01271 863131

Cheques should be made payable to FOCUS,

and sent or taken to Kingsley Printers, 

52 High Street, llfracombe EX34 9QB 

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS

 

 
 

Ilfracombes Global Web Hosting company:- 

 4000 Websites currently hosted 

 Clients in over 30 different countries 

 In the hosting business for 10 years 
 
Got a website? Why host it with us? You’ll get local personal support, 3 
months free if you pay for a year and you’ll be helping us support local 
initiatives such as Focus Community Magazine. 
Visit us online at www.flinthosts.co.uk, or in person at Unit 3 The Candar, 
Fore Street or call us on 08000 274362. 

Qualified Florist, creating beautiful individual designs for every occasion.

We cater for Birthdays, Events, Funerals, Weddings, and just because  ....

Fresh quality flowers delivered locally to your door with a smile.

47 High Street, Ilfracombe EX34 9QB

Tel: 01271 855600

Closed Mondays 

flower shop
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M. JEFFERYS
HEATING AND

PLUMBING ENGINEER

� Repair, Servicing & Installation of 
Natural Gas, L.P.G. & Oil 
Appliances.

� Repairs, Servicing and Installation 
of Solid Fuel Appliances and Wood
Burning Stoves.

� Renewables including Solar, 
Ground and Air Source.

� Landlord and Home Owner Gas 
Safety Inspection.

Phone Mark

01271 862729

07805 605 319

For a Prompt and Reliable Service

306046

JEFFERY’S

82 High Street - Ilfracombe - Devon - Tel: 01271 862006

� News & � Stamps, Batteries � Paypoint

Magazines & Films � Crisps, Drinks,

� Cigarettes & � Home Deliveries Snacks

Loose Tobacco � Lotto & � Cards &

� Pipes & Lighters Scratchcards Stationery

ONE SOLUTION

Saving You Time and Money

Our personal service ensures you receive

the highest  quality at  the best  price

Professional Document Layout & Typing
Proofreading inc. French & Spanish
Print – digital to litho, b&w to colour
Mailing Services inc. Discounted Postage

PG
print / O F F I C EO F F I C EO F F I C EO F F I C EO F F I C E
s e r v i c e s 25 years in business

Tel. 01271 855814 info@pgprint.co.uk

PRINT

SERVICES

MAILING

SERVICES

PROOF-
READING

DOCUMENT

LAYOUT

OFFICE

SUPPORT

DISCOUNT

POSTAGE

www.pgpr in tando f f i ceserv ices .co .uk

 

 

ILFRACOMBE ROTARY CLUB 
 

MEGA CAR BOOT SALE 
 

ILFRACOMBE RUGBY CLUB 
 

SUNDAY, 18th AUGUST 2013 

11am  3pm 
 

Sellers from 10am 

Cars £6, Vans £7, Trade £10 
 

Refreshments ~ BBQ ~ Bouncy Castle 
 

Enquiries: 01271 855670 

Charity No 1037348 
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Peter Coats MRICS
Chartered Surveyor

BUYING OR RENOVATING?

Major Defect & Building Surveys

Architectural Drawings

Building Regulation Consultant

Extensive local knowledge
and personal service

T: 01271 862436   M: 0789 4280863

The Curtain Collection
FOR ALL YOUR CURTAINS, FABRICS,

NETS & VOILES

Made to Measure or Ready Made, Tracks, Poles, Blinds,

Tapes & Accessories, Cushions, Trimmings, Bedding etc.

9 WILDER ROAD, ILFRACOMBE

Tel: 01271 866943

N
ANA SUE’S

SUNFOODS

16 HIGH STREET, ILFRACOMBE
Tel: 01271 863558

Proprietor: Sue Adair

Open 8.00am - 5.00pm   Monday - Saturday

Free Local Deliveries

Ilfracombe’s
Independent Health Store

We are now selling Diabetic ice creams, jams,

biscuits and sweets.

Assorted cheeses                Freshly ground coffee

A wide selection of nuts, pulses, dried fruits, teas,

herbs and spices, wheat & Gluton free products

Homeopathic medicines and aromatherapy oils.

Cake decorations, coloured icings. Protein Drinks.

A full range of Ecover products and a great deal more.

Children welcome to play in the toy area
Adults welcome to sit awhile on our settee

and as usual warm friendly service on a good day.
Friendly service at all other times!!

Ilfracombe

Horticultural

& Craft Show 2013
Organised by Ilfracombe in Bloom

at the Landmark Pavilion on 

Sunday, 4th August from 1pm

Entry Forms available from and

returnable to:

Webbers Estate Agents, 48 High Street,
Ilfracombe, EX34 9QB

Ivan Frances, Pedlars, 27 High Street, 
Ilfracombe, EX34 9DA

Children’s Section Sponsored by Webbers

Estate Agents

SUMMER CONCERTS AT 
EMMANUEL CHURCH, ILFRACOMBE

AUGUST 2013

Wednesday Aug 28th 8.15pm South Molton Band in Concert

Admission to all concerts £5 on the door.
Voluntary Retiring Collection at Sunday Events.

Refreshments available.
Come and relax to popular music in comfortable

chairs and a friendly environment.

Hair at Home
Yours or Mine?

Mobile Hairdressing for everyone

Hair Cuts - Blow Dries - Colours - Foils/Cap -
Hi/Lo Lights - Perms - Shampoo & Sets

Fully Qualified - offering you a warm & friendly
service at reasonable and honest prices.

Tel: Julia 01271 882973 or 07773 297581

ARE YOU EX-RAF/WAAF OR AN RAF
WIDOW ? WW2, NATIONAL SERVICE OR

IRAQ/AFGHANISTAN ?
THE RAFA IS HERE FOR YOU 

Do please make contact for a friendly chat!
Please also let us know of any ex-RAF or their
widow who may be in need or if you, or a friend,
might be able to offer an hour to visit someone
from the 'RAF family' who is on their own, or in
hospital or in a home. 

'Brew for the Few' event to come
We look forward to hearing from you.
Ilfracombe: Rosemary 01271 866646

Braunton & North Devon: Roy 01271 816081
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Gas servicing, 
installation and repair by

Gas Safe Registered
Gas Safe Reg. No. 234922

PLUMBING &
HEATING

Shayne Berry
Tel: 01271 863055

Mob: 07890975898

Dan Emery
Tel: 01271 865178

Mob: 07540227830

All aspects of domestic plumbing undertaken

including tiling

28 YEARS OF RELIABLE LOCAL EXPERIENCE

 
 

North Devon Access to Services Project 
Improving Access to Health, Leisure, Education and Work 

 

Volunteer Car Driving 
Connecting with people in your community 

 

Ilfracombe Memory Café 
meets monthly to offer advice and companionship to people 
living with memory loss or dementia.  It is friendly and informal, 
offering drinks, cakes and laughter,  
 

We are looking for drivers who can help by giving lifts to the 
café and maybe stay to socialise before taking people home. 
 

What will you get in return? 
As well as the enjoyment of attending the Cafe yourself, 
dementia awareness training is available and vehicle 
expenses will be paid.   
 

If you think you might be able to help, please contact: 
Denise McDonald on 0844 225 3791, or email her at 
dmcdonald@parkinsons.org.uk . 
 

But I can help more than once a month! 
Volunteer Car Schemes are always looking for volunteer 
drivers to take people to health and other appointments. 
 

So - what is in it for you?  It can help you to: 

 get out of the house and make new friends 

 keep active and feel good about what you are doing 

 keep your car on the road by receiving vehicle expenses 

 learn new skills and possibly get back into paid work  
 

Become a volunteer car driver today! 
Contact Tim or Jo at North Devon Access to Services Project: 
01271 866300, or email jo@ndvs.org.uk  

EVANS BODYSHOP
Car Body Repairs Est. 1949

6a Northfield Road, Ilfracombe

Tel: 862889
Insurance Repairs - MOT & Rust Repairs

Low Bake Oven Facilities - No VAT

 

LYNTON & BARNSTAPLE RAILWAY 
              at WOODY BAY STATION 
on the A39 between Parracombe and Lynton EX31 4RA 

www.lynton-rail.co.uk        01598 763487 

 

Steam railway open 224 days in 2013 
Check web-site for more details and 

special events 

 

RAISE YOUR GLASSES 
& RAISE YOUR VOICES 

8pm       Sunday 8th 
September 2013 

 

George & 
Dragon 

Fore Street  
Ilfracombe 

BEER & HYMNS 

SONIC SOUND
Sales - Service - Installation - Repairs

Hire Guitars - Musical Instruments

DISCO PA
KARAOKE LIGHTING HIRE

£65.00
FORE STREET, ILFRACOMBE

0759 33 77 663

 
North Devon Voluntary Services Ltd 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GAIN OFFICE 

EXPERIENCE 

OR JUST LIKE TO KEEP BUSY 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE WANTED ON THE 

RECEPTION AND MOBILITY ADMIN DESK AT 

NDVS ILFRACOMBE OFFICE 
 

For more info: 01271 866300  

 or: maggie@ndvs.org.uk 

149 High Street, Ilfracombe EX34 9EZ 

www.do-it.org.uk, Reg Charity No 1133707 
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 LOOKING FOR A ONE OFF SPRING 
CLEAN OR A 

 REGULAR SPRING CLEANING SERVICE  
 

CALL IN THE E PERTS 

 

SPECIALIST CLEANERS OF LARGER 
PROPERTIES 

 
 IF YOU HATE IRONING 

 WE CAN DO THAT TOO  
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY IRONING 

SERVICE AVAILABLE IN THE 
ILFRACOMBE AREA 

 

Ring Andy 01271 866482  

LOOKING FOR A

ONE OFF SPRING CLEAN OR A

REGULAR SPRING CLEANING SERVICE?

CALL IN THE EXPERTS

IF YOU HATE IRONING

WE CAN DO THAT TOO!

COLLECTION AND DELIVERY IRONING

SERVICE AVAILABLE IN THE

ILFRACOMBE AREA

Ring Andy 01271 866482

HEATING & PLUMBING SERVICES
Oil, Gas & LPG Appliance Installation, Service, 

Repair & Certification
Specialist is Rayburn and Aga appliances,

authorised Rayburn Guild Engineer

www.jcdheating.co.uk

Mob: 07791 538461
Tel: 01271 862207

THE COMMUNITY

DEFIBRILLATOR

The community defibrillator that was 

purchased with funds given from local shops

and charities last October is now available

24/7. It had been kept at McColls in the High

Street as the shop was open from 0700 to

2300hrs and after an appeal to local 

businesses the owners of Studio 20, Jo and

Mike Walker offered to have the new locked

cabinet attached to the wall of the gym under

the arches in the High Street.

As of June 17th the defibrillator is now in the

locked blue cabinet, in the case of an 

emergency when 999 is called the ambulance

control staff will inform the caller that a 

defibrillator is available and will give them the

code number to open the cabinet.

If anyone would like more information please

contact PCSO Karen Grant on 08456 565 057

or email on

Karen.grant@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
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Owed Money? 
Unsure how to proceed? 

Why not take advantage of our FREE 
debt recovery service? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call us today for details 
8 Church Street, Ilfracombe, Devon EX34 8HA 

Tel: 01271 864134    Fax: 01271 866088 

Web Site: www.taylors-law.co.uk 

E-mail: ilfracombe@taylors-law.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

            Accident? Injury?  
Not your fault? 

Get FREE legal advice about  
pursuing a claim to us 

a cm 

 
8 Church Street, Ilfracombe, Devon EX34 8HA 

Tel: 01271 864134    Fax: 01271 866088 

Web Site: www.taylors-law.co.uk 

E-mail: ilfracombe@taylors-law.co.uk 

ILFRACOMBE CARNIVAL
Thursday 22 August 2013

In the afternoon –
Stalls, music, entertainment, children’s rides, bouncy castles, catering. There will be something going on all
afternoon. 
In the evening – 
Carnival Parade. Judging will be at Brimlands (Rugby Club) at 6.30 then the parade moves down Portland
Street, High Street, Northfield Road, Wilder Road onto the seafront. The floats and walkers will gather in
front of Capstone Hill for prize giving at around 8.00. Note that all times are ‘Devon Time’.
To enter the Parade:
The categories are…
Class 1 Motorised Vehicle
Class 2 Decorated Trade Vehicle
Class 3 Walking Adult(s)
Class 4 Walking Child or Children up to age 16
Class 5 Walking Mixed Group (min 2 people) adult or child
Class 6 Best in Show.
Ilfracombe Carnival Parade is free to enter and there are cash prizes for the winners of each category.
To enter as Carnival Queen or Attendants:
The Queen and Attendants should live within the Ilfracombe and District area. The queen should be aged
14 or over. Attendants should be aged 8 or over (2 required, male or female).
The Carnival Queen and Attendants will be chosen on Rescue Day (14 August). Free to enter as either 
Carnival Queen or Attendant.

Application forms for either the Parade or Carnival Queen/Attendants can be picked up from St James’
Dairy on St. James’ Place, the Ilfracombe Tourist Information Centre at The Landmark on The Seafront or
The Ilfracombe Centre on The High Street. Alternatively the application forms can be obtained by emailing
events@visitilfracombe.co.uk 

More information can be found at www.visitilfracombe.co.uk 
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Louise Smith
5 Oxford Park, Ilfracombe

01271 867895

Gentle lady dog Groomer

Clipping, Bathing, Hand Stripping,

Ears Cleaned and Nails Cut

Ilfracombe Museum
Have fun at Ilfracombe Museum’s Free Children’s activity
sessions which will be held during the Summer Holidays.
We are very grateful for a Grant from the Ilfracombe
Town Council which will help towards the costs. 

Friday 2nd August 10.30-12.30 African Adventures
Friday 16th August 10.30-12.30 Rumpus in the Rain Forest
Friday 6th September 10.30-12.30 Pirates

There is no need to book. Just turn up with an 
accompanying adult and have a wonderful morning 
exploring the Museum’s Collections, and getting involved
in all kinds of activities including crafts, drumming, stories,
games, music, trails 

If you have any queries, please contact Sara or Jane on
01271 863541

or email ilfracombe@devonmuseums.net
www.ilfracombemuseum.co.uk

BAYSIDE
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Kitchens and Bathrooms

supplied and fitted, or fitted only.

Internal and external building works.

For Free Estimate/Quote

Keith

Brian

Office number

07825 787650

07704 795080

01271 855505

The Festival 

Circus

The Academy of Circus Arts present

Family Circus Spectacular!
Wednesday 
21 August

7.30pm

Ilfracombe 
Rugby Club

Tickets: 

£5
 Box Office: 

01271 32 42 42

There will be no 
animals in the 
performance

Featuring guests 
from Make The 

Move Performing 
Arts and Movez 

Maniax

OF CIRCUS ARTS
THE ACADEMY

ILFRACOMBE ROTARY CLUB 
MEGA CAR BOOT SALE

Sunday 18 August, 11am - 3pm 
Sellers from 10am - Cars £6, Vans £7, Trade £10

Refreshments - BBQ - Bouncy Castle
Enquiries: 01271 855 670

www.northdevontheatres.org.uk

Juggling!

Trapeze!

Tight-Wire!

Whip Cracking!

Knife Throwing!

Rola-Bola!

Bar & BBQ!

Clowning!

Aerial!

                                  

Park

View
Residential Home

Furse Hill Road, Ilfracombe, Devon

Tel: 01271 865657

Family Run Home
22 En-Suite Rooms
Good Food
Transport to town
Laundry
Private access to Bicclescombe Park
No Restrictions
Visiting Hairdresser and Chiropodist
Daily Activities

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

We aim to give first class quality care to elderly residents who

can no longer care for themselves. We encourage those who are 

able to care for themselves as much and as long as possible. 

We treat them with respect and allow them the dignity and privacy 

they wish. We are always ready to listen to ways in which to

improve the home, and each resident is aware of this. 

We encourage outside interests and also encourage visitors to 

the home.

ILFRACOMBE CHESS CLUB
Would you like to play a game of chess?

Or wish you could?
Chess is played on Mondays at Brookdale
Church Hall in Ilfracombe. We welcome

beginners, moderated players
or stars of any age. Why not

give us a try? 
No obligations - No charge

for your first visit so why not?
Ring Bob Lock (862662)

for details.
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TORRS LADIES CLUB
As the song goes “Didn’t we have a lovely day, the day we
went to (Bangor)” or rather Knightshayes Court. I think
everyone who went would agree we did. The trip was instead
of our usual annual cream tea. Twenty six members set off
for Knightshayes  on a gloriously sunny day, We arrived about
11-30am, in time for a refreshing drink before setting out to
explore the beautiful grounds and formal gardens, the kitchen
gardens and the house.  Somewhere in between we found
time for lunch and a moment or two to sit under a shady tree
and relax. All too soon it was time to board the coach for the
homeward journey with the addition, I noticed  of several pots
of plants from the garden shop.  Altogether a very  enjoyable
day. 
Our Choir and Keep fit groups have “broken up” for the 
summer, however we restart again in September at a different
venue. The Parish Hall is closing, so we have relocated to the
Trinity Rooms (just across the road) same times just a new
place.  Shirley, our Chairman, hopes to start up a small drama
group to meet on Friday afternoons.  More news of that and
the start date for the above classes in the September Focus.
We are back at Brookdale Church hall for our August Meeting
and our guest speaker is Debra Bean who before her 
retirement worked in the Royal Press Office and has some
very interesting tales to tell. She calls her talk “On Her
Majesties Service” The meeting is on Monday 12th starting at
2-00pm. New members and visitors always welcome. 

Jenny Hodson

Ilfracombe Rotary Club held the Startrek 2013
Awards recently and made these great donations!
The top fundraising teams were:
1st Time Team £4,014
2nd Marwood Men £1,653
3rd Pludd Plodders £1,209
The teams have made donations to their nominated charities:
Time Team - £500 to St Mary Lyncombe Trust (The Exmoor
Centre)
Marwood Men - £300 to Amigos
Pludd Plodders £150 to the Multiple Sclerosis Society
Many thanks to everyone. If you would like further 
information, or to download an Entry Form for Startrek 2014
go to www.rotary-startrek.org.uk

BRIAN JAMES POPE
Happy 65th Birthday My Love

from your wife.

ILFRACOMBE PENSIONERS' SOCIAL CLUB 
Afternoon minibus trips by Community minibus will take place
regularly either on Monday, Tuesday or Saturday afternoons.
Join in to meet new friends. Go out into our lovely North
Devon countryside, enjoy afternoon tea. The Community
minibus will pick you up at your home and return you there
afterwards. Further details from Shirley Jones, 01271 863630.

STUDIO THEATRE NEWS
We had a great response to our performance of Tom 
Stoppard’s ‘The Real Inspector Hound’ on 21st June and
judging by the laughter, and the comments afterwards, it was
thoroughly enjoyed.
(Bet you wish that you had gone now!)
Our Car Boot Sale on The Seafront on 23rd June had to be
abandoned because of the high winds, and we hope the 
improving weather will bring in the crowds on Sunday, 18th
August. The audition evenings for our Autumn 
Production ‘Allo ‘Allo were well attended, and the 
Director, Anne Bacon, is busy assembling her cast. If you

Community Announcements
missed them there are a few parts still open so contact Anne
on 882193 if you are interested.
Rehearsals will start in September for the production on 14th
and 15th November. Help is always welcome with scenery
and props and with other aspects of the production so why
not give the television a break and join in?
Tickets are now on sale at The Landmark Box Office
01271 324242.

M DIARYM

EVERY TUESDAY
RAOB Capstone Lodge 4027 (Buffs) meet in Lodge Room at
7.45pm.  Lapsed members especially welcomed back.  Contact
Brian (Secretary) 01271 373137.
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Salvation Army,  Torrs, Coffee Morning and Table Top Sale, 
10 until 12 noon. Come and enjoy a chat. 
EVERY MONDAY
Tai Chi in Woolacombe Village Hall, 10am until 12noon. Cost
£5 includes tea and coffee. Small, social group, all levels and
ages welcomed. Contact Sandy 01271 870563.
EVERY MONDAY 
Ilfracombe Chess Club meet at Brookdale Church Hall. Ring
Bob Lock 862662 for details.
EVERY MONDAY MORNING 10.30am to 12 noon
Befriender Coffee Mornings for over 65s at the Christian 
Fellowship Church – for people to just pop in for tea/coffee
and homemade cakes.
SINGING FOR THE BRAIN
There will be no Singing for the Brain during August and 
therefore our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 3rd September
followed by Tuesday 17th September. 
Sunday 28 July to 3 August 
Ilfracombe Tennis Tournament.
Saturday 27 July to Sunday 11 August
ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION to be held in Lee Memorial
Hall from 11am to 5pm each day.  Come and visit us in our 
delightful village, and browse a wide selection of beautiful arts
and crafts all created by local artists with an opportunity to
purchase unique and unusual items either as a gift, or as a treat
for yourself!  Delicious refreshments will be available 
throughout the exhibition and there will be a wonderful 
patchwork quilt offered as first prize in the Grand Draw along
with other lovely prizes.  Free admission and ample parking
next to the Memorial Hall.  Everyone welcome.  We look 
forward to seeing you there!
Thursday 1 August
Garden Party/Open Day Susan Day Residential Care Home,
2.00pm. The Town Crier will be opening the event. Tea, Cakes,
Tombola, Bric-a-brac, Books, Clothes, Games, Museum Gifts
Stall and Artefacts Display. Mabel the Vintage Ice Cream Van
with Devon Ice Creams and Old Fashioned Sweets.
Saturday 3rd August
The Ilfracombe Red Hats Ladies’ Group will meet at the 
Landmark Theatre Cafe at 11am. Info: 01271 866288.
Saturday 3rd August
Farmers’ Market, Market Arches, High Street, 10am – 12.30pm.
Beautiful fresh local and organic produce.  Crafts.   
Info 01271 864621.
Sunday 4 August
Ilfracombe Horticultural & Craft Show, Landmark Pavilion -
Open from 1pm. Flower arranging demonstrations at 1.30 &
3pm. Presentation of Awards at 4pm, Sale of Produce 4.30pm
For more info contact Ilfracombe in Bloom on
01271 864937 or email stbrannocks@aol.com
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Community Announcements
Tuesday 6 August
Square Dancing 8pm–10pm, Parish Church Rooms, Church
Road.  Alan or Margaret for info.
Wednesday 7 August
The Royal British Legion (Ilfracombe Branch) monthly meeting
at the Sandpiper Inn, The Quay 7.30–8pm. All old and new
members welcome.
Thursday 8 August
See Hear on Wheels, Sensory Bus with sight and hearing
equipment. Every 2nd Thursday 2-4pm parked in front the
Landmark Theatre T. 01271 373236.
Friday 9 August
Memory Cafe, St Philip & St. James’ Parish Centre, St. James’
Place, Ilfracombe. 10.30–12.30. Info 01271 311630.
Saturday 10 August
Ilfracombe Bowling Club, Bingo Evening. 7pm for eyes down
7.30pm.  All welcome.
Tuesday 13 August
LOVELY BALLAD AND FOLK MUSIC FOR A SUMMER'S
EVENING
'Wonderful songs, gentle anecdotes ... a gem of an evening' is a
recent description. Do come to  a delightful evening in the
beautiful setting of Lee Memorial Hall.
7 pm for 7.30 pm. Tickets £7.50 - includes tea, coffee, soft
drinks.  Accompanied children under 16 free. Ring 01271
863396 or email ian@leedevon.co.uk for tickets and further 
information. Listen to the musicians now on 
www.howdenjones.co.uk.
Tuesday 13 August
Square Dancing 8pm–10pm, Parish Church Rooms, Church
Road.  Alan or Margaret for info.
Wednesday 14 August
Ilfracombe Pensioners Social Club will hold a session on 
Reminiscences at The Osborne Hotel.  We meet around 1.45
and entrance is £2 to include refreshments and raffle.  The
Community Minibus is available door to door for those 
members who have some difficulty in getting around.  Contact
Shirley on 01271 863630.
Thursday 15 August
Hear for You, social group for the hard of hearing. Every 3rd
Thursday, the Ilfracombe Centre, Council Offices 10.30am 
T. 01271 373236.
Thursday 15 August
Hear for You, social group for the hard of hearing. Every 3rd
Thursday, the Ilfracombe Centre, Council Offices 10:30am T.
01271 373236.
Tuesday 20 August
Square Dancing 8pm–10pm, Parish Church Rooms, Church
Road.  Alan or Margaret for info.
Wednesday 21 August
Ilfracombe Pensioners will have a day trip  to Holmley Garden
Centre and Launceston.  Non-members are welcome to join
us.  Further details from Shirley on 01271 863630. 
Saturday 24 August     
Shammick Acoustic: Anna Shannon in concert, Pack o’ Cards,
High Street, Combe Martin 8 p.m.
Monday 26 August
Mini Car Parade.
Tuesday 27 August
Square Dancing 8pm–10pm, Parish Church Rooms, Church
Road.  Alan or Margaret for info.
Wednesday 28 August
Ilfracombe Pensioners Social Club meet at The Osborne Hotel.
See Wednesday 14 July for further details.  Programme is to be
finalised.
Saturday 7th September
Farmers Market, Market Arches, High Street, 10am – 12.30pm.
Beautiful fresh local and organic produce.  Crafts.   

Info 01271 864621.
Saturday, 7th September
St. Philip and St. James Church, Sea Ilfracombe, La La 
Community Choir Concert at 5pm. Come for a Cream Tea 
before Concert at 3.30pm £5.

WE DONT’ WANT YOUR MONEY - DO
YOU WANT SOME OF OURS

The directors of Fullabrook Wind Farm CIC have recently 
decided to increase the limit for their Small Grants from £500
to up to £1,000. This will have the impact of letting smaller
community groups apply easily for larger sums. If you are a
small voluntary group and have an impact on the area affected
by the Wind Farm (generally in the parishes of Ashford, 
Berrynarbor, Bittadon, Braunton, East Down, Georgeham,
Heanton Punchardon, Ilfracombe, Marwood,  Mortehoe, 
Shirwell,  West Down & West Pilton) you may be entitled to a
small grant of up to £1,000. If you need some new equipment,
or need help with your running costs, why not look at our
website at…… Larger grants are also available for bigger 
projects. All details are on our website 
(admin@fullabrook-cic.org) 
£ £  £ £ £ £ £  £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

CHAPPELL I.T.

Computer repairs•

Virus & malware removal•

Over 20 years I.T. experience•

Advanced business services•

(see web site for details)

Microsoft & Cisco certified•

Friendly professional I.T. support for your home or business •

Free quotation, competitive price - no fix, no fee•

Network design, installation, configuration & troubleshooting •

Hardware & software installation & upgrades•

Call Nick
on

   tel:  01271 866055

mob:  07535 656101

   email: nick@chappell-it.co.uk
     web: www.chappell-it.co.uk

Tyrrell Hospital

IIfracombe
The League of Friends Committee and Volunteers
are holding an Open Day on Saturday 21st 

September at 2pm

Stalls will include Homemade cakes, Books,
Crafts, Large Raffle and Horse Racing Game.
Nursing Staff will be available to take your blood
pressure, show and explain the newly purchased
equipment and tell you of the many clinics 
available at the Tyrrell.
Volunteers at the Charity Shop in the High Street
and the League of Friends Committee, by raising
money, ensure the hospital and community 
nursing team have extra upto date equipment and
furnishings.
Please come and support your local Hospital as
without it, patients would have to travel further
afield for local healthcare services.
Entrance £2.50 to include scone, cream and

jam, tea or coffee, plus a piece of cake.
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10:30am at the 

the Ilfracombe Centre  
Council Offices 

corner of High Street / Northfield Road 

For more information contact  
Lyn at the See Hear Centre  
Phone: 01271 373 236 
Mobile: 07831 515 809 
seehearnd@livingoptions.org 

Come along and join the   
Hearing Loss Social Group 

in Ilfracombe 
3

rd
 Thursday every month  

Next quarter dates 
18th July, 15th August, 19th September 2013 

 

 Getting older? 

 

Finding it       
harder to hear? 

Jayne McKenzie Smith
FAMILY LAW & LITIGATION SOLICITOR

A specialist providing legal solutions in Family Law

SEPARATION/DIVORCE?  Problems with:

� FINANCIAL ISSUES � PROPERTY MATTERS

� CHILD SUPPORT � CHILDREN ISSUES

Telephone: 01271 329020

95 High Street, Barnstaple, Devon EX31 1HR

www.jmssolicitor.co.uk Email office@jmssolicitors.fsnet.co.uk

SASH MAN
If your sash windows need

attention call 

SASH MAN
� Re-Cording
� Splice new wood into rotten areas
� Draught Proofing
� Lock Fittings
� General refurbishment and painting

Most repairs and maintenance can be carried out quickly
with minimal disruption

Call for a quote 07812 666243 or 01271 862347

www.sashman.biz

SEA ILFRACOMBE 2013

Please like us on

Facebook. 

See

www.seailfracombe.co.uk

for full details.
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NEED AN 

ELECTRICIAN?
For a safe, reliable, friendly, service call

NT IRWIN ELECTRICAL
Ilfracombe (01271) 864517 or

Mobile 07866 564 237

I.E.E. 17th Edition Regs.

FREE QUOTATIONS AND ADVICE

Covering all aspects of Domestic, Commercial

and Industrial Installation. Large or small jobs.

ALL WORK COMPLIANT WITH PART P

OF BUILDING REGULATIONS

ILFRACOMBE COMMUNITY
TRANSPORT OUR REGULAR

MINIBUS SERVICES
www.ilfcomminibuses.wordpress.com

CONTACT JANICE QUINN 01271 866762
for the following Services:
FOR RING & RIDES
TO BARNSTAPLE FRIDAYS AM.

RING & RIDE TO SAINSBURYS, BARNSTAPLE
ALTERNATE THURSDAYS AM.

RING & RIDE AROUND ILFRACOMBE INTO
THE  HIGH STREET OR NEAREST BUS STOP
WEEKLY TUESDAYS AM.

COMMUNITY GROUP HIRE:

DAYS AND TIMES TO SUIT THE GROUP

CONTACT SHIRLEY JONES 01271 863630
FOR HALF DAY AND FULL DAY SOCIAL
TRIPS OUT FROM ILFRACOMBE, ONE
WEDNESDAY A MONTH.

RING & RIDE AROUND ILFRACOMBE INTO
THE HIGH STREET ALTERNATE 
WEDNESDAYS PM CONTACT SHIRLEY JONES
01271 863630

FOR THEATRE MINIBUS TRAVEL 
(including Theatre ticket), LANDMARK
AND QUEENS, CONTACT JANICE BANKS
01271 865655.

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES INCLUDING
PRIVATE HIRE and  SELF-DRIVE HIRE,

CONTACT SHIRLEY JONES  863630 OR
ALLAN DAY  ON 07817217109

J. A. FitzSimons
General Builder

�Interior/Exterior Painting and Decorating�
�Extensions/Alterations/Renovations�

�Wall and Floor Tiling�
�Home Maintenance�
�Long established�
�No job too small�

Telephone: 07774163065

Combe Martin 01271 269642

SHAMMICK ACOUSTIC
No Open Night this month as the 2nd Saturday
falls right at the end of Combe Martin’s Carnival
Week, and everyone’s pretty tired of having a
good time, and just wants an evening in front of
the telly.
But we’ll make up for it with a great concert on
24th August with Irish/Yorkshire singer-songwriter
Anna Shannon.  A versatile singer-songwriter and
multi-instrumentalist, Anna carries the folk music
tradition forward in her own distinctive style.
Since winning the local BBC Radio’s ‘Yorkshire
Songwriter of the Year’ 2006, she has released
seven albums of her original material, accompany-
ing herself on guitar and a number of other instru-
ments.  
Coming from a classical musical background has
given her undoubted advantages, and her variety of
guitar styles, and her honest voice, win over 
increasing numbers of fans, including the greats of
the folk world like Vin Garbutt and Martyn 
Wyndham-Read.  “A major song-writing talent.”
“A stunning singing voice.”  “A truly fine 
multi-instrumentalist.”  Come and find out for
yourself !  
Local musicians and singers will, as usual, provide
talented support to our headline guests.
Shammick Acoustic takes place at The Pack o’
Cards, High Street, Combe Martin, from 8 p.m.
Tickets for the concert are £6 in advance from
Shammick Acoustic, from the Pack o’ Cards, or
Pets’ Pantry, High Street, Combe Martin or online
via www.wegottickets.com/event/179799, or £7 at
the door.
More information about Shammick Acoustic can be
found on our website at
www.shammickacoustic.org.uk, or contact Tom or
Barbara Brown on 882366, or by e-mail at 
contact@shammickacoustic.org.uk.
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“BARGAIN BOX”
Collectables/Old Coins/Jewellery/Film Posters

and much much more

Open Saturdays every week all day 9 to 5

Just below Ilfracombe Parish Church up the steps

and turn right

“BARGAIN BOX” BEST IN THE WEST
Dogs welcome – on a lead please

ILFRACOMBE
LAUNDERETTE
SELF SERVICE LAUNDERETTE

15 Wilder Road, Ilfracombe EX34 8BL

FOR 
SERVICE WASHES

SPORTS KITS
IRONING SERVICE

HORSE RUGS
REPAIRS
DUVETS

DRY CLEANING

Please phone: 01271 879771

Or bring direct to R & L Laundry

Unit 1a, Mullacott Industrial Estate

Ilfracombe EX34 8PL

Collection & Delivery available

ALAN JACKSON SHOE 

REPAIRS

Cups & Trophies, Engraving Service

MOST TYPES OF KEYS CUT

‘while you wait’
PERSONAL SERVICE AT ALL TIMES

102 High Street, Ilfracombe

(opposite the Lantern)

Tel/Fax 01271 865744

The Sea Ilfracombe Festival
The Sea Ilfracombe Festival, Friday,

Saturday and Sunday, 6, 7 and 8
September is always open to

groups/businesses/individuals who want
to create or promote maritime-related

events and activities, under the
Sea Ilfracombe umbrella.

Contact Patricia Hampson on 01271 882915
or email: info@seailfracombe.co.uk

Sterling House , 17 Joy Street, Barnstaple 

Devon EX31 1HE 

Tel: 01271 344300  -  www.miltonpj.net 

 Proud to be celebrating our 25th Anniversary 

 

Contact North Devon’s leading and most qualified Independent 

Financial Advisers on all aspects of: 
 

Investment Management ~ Pension Planning ~ Life Insurance  

Savings and Investments ~ Probate Administration Services*  

Income Protection ~ Share Dealing ~ Mortgages  

Accountancy & Tax Planning* ~ Will Writing & Executorship* 
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Services Authority (*not regulated by the Financial Services Authority) 

 

We are proud to offer a FREE, no obligation initial consultation.  

You can be assured of a friendly, professional approach at all times. 

Do you need a Financial Adviser? 

1997       T.L.C. 2013
T.L.C. is North Devon's largest self funding

charity and is based at:- 3, Portland
Street, Ilfracombe, 01271 866315

VAN STAFF WANTED
Volunteer for Referral - Donations - Delivering

Monday to Friday hours vary
1pm – 2.30pm 4.00pm – 8.00pm

2.30 – 4.00pm time of for school run

Contact RAY ON 01271 866315

St. Philip & St. James Church
(Pip & Jims)

Flower Festival
Theme: Handel Messiah

Friday, August 9th

Saturday, August 10th

Sunday, August 11th

Monday, August 12th

10am –5pm

(Sunday 12 noon – 5pm)

Tea, Coffee, Cakes, Cream Teas available

     Studio Theatre Ilfracombe 
Seafront Car Boot Sales 

                          Aug 18 th &  Sept 15 t h 
Sellers 9am : Buyers 10am to 4pm 
                 Info 879705 
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A D WILLIAMS

BRADDICKS & SHERBORNE

Funeral Directors
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

31a Portland Street, Ilfracombe

Tel: 01271 866332

Your local leading family owned and run

Funeral Directors. Giving you a truly

personal service 24 hours a day.

Agents for Golden Charter

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Painting & Decorating

VERY HIGH STANDARDS OF

WORKMANSHIP

No job too small !

Ring STEVE JACKSON NOW for FREE Estimate

Ilfracombe 867151 -  Mobile 0794 1043358

Chris Johns
Painter & Decorator

Over 30 years’ experience in the trade

City & Guilds Qualified

Public Liability Insured

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE CALL 01271 863080

A BETTER WAY TO DECORATE - NO JOB TOO SMALL

NORTH DEVON TAI CHI
Sunday 10.15–11.15am Parish Hall, 

Church Road
Monday 10.30–11.30am Parish Hall, 

Church Road
Tueday 3–4pm Imperial Hotel, Drop in 

Lesson
Wednesday 7–8pm St. Brannock’s 

Rooms, Braunton
Thursday 11.30–12.30pm St. Brannock’s 

Rooms, Braunton
Friday 6.30–7.30pm Instow Parish Hall

Information: Tel. 867236

Regen Link BEFRIENDERS 
Do you know an older person, neighbour or friend who is lonely or struggling?  If you are concerned you
can refer them to us and we can offer support. We are a new scheme, which runs with the help of 
volunteers from local churches in conjunction with the NHS and Social Services who check it is 
appropriate for us to visit. We can provide them with a regular visitor [all of whom have had training and
police checks] to spend one to one time with someone doing whatever they enjoy.
It may be only short term; following an illness or to regain confidence, going out etc, or it may be for a
longer term if someone is
alone or housebound and
needs company.
We also have a Coffee 
Morning at the Christian 
Fellowship Church in the High
Street - every Monday

10.30am to 12 noon for
older people to pop in for 
coffee and cakes. Chat with
friends and pick up 
information.
Isolation is one of the

biggest killers in todays so-

ciety so if you are worried

dont ignore it do some-

thing to help - ring Rachel

Holmes on 07818 650566.
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LETTER FROM THE CONSORT
When I thought I retired a couple of years ago my day used to start with a cup of tea and the Daily Mail in
bed till about 10ish. (I make it a rule to be up by noon), then it was breakfast, followed by coffee and read
the rest of the paper.
Since my wife became Mayor my cup of tea seems to arrive about 7ish, before the paper is delivered, then
it’s up, rushed breakfast and off to some gig, 12 this month. Not that I’m complaining, I feel quite smug
being up before other people.
Engagements this month are too many to list, it would fill the Focus but it doesn’t make any of them less
worthy. There was Victorian Week, with the wonderful Rita and Roy strutting their stuff in the rain to the
delight of our visitors. There was the Mayor’s Tea Party held in Pip and Jim’s play room, due to the
weather which had the unfortunate effect of reducing the charity collection which this year is the new
Chemotherapy Unit at The North Devon Hospital, dig deep.
The Mayor attended the South Molton Old Country Fayre again this year. That’s the one where grown
men and women wearing chains jig round the town to the Floral Dance tune. I couldn’t – my leg, so the
Mayor jigged with David Goodwin the former Mayor of South Molton.
There was the launch of One Ilfracombe, at the Crescent Hotel where all the unpaid directors made them-
selves known. There was an excellent turnout and buffet. We enjoyed an artery clogging big breakfast that
Lis and Steve Long put on every year in aid of Breast Cancer Research. I believe they raised £800.00. Great
stuff, Great Breakfast.
I drove the Mayor to the gates of Chivenor at the crack of dawn on Saturday 29th June to watch a display
by the 999 Academy Cadets showing their skills after two years training with the Police, Ambulance, Fire
Service and the Coastguards. She then presented the certificates of competence. 
There was the Home Start AGM at Fremington, doing very worthwhile work mentoring young families.
The presentation of the new disabled community minibus was marked by the cutting of a ribbon at the
Landmark. We turned out for this one a couple of weeks before, I paid the parking, we put the chains on in
the car park, then a breathless Evie saw us and came running over from the Landmark to say it had been
postponed – and I couldn’t get my £1.00 back.
About the last event was a banquet in St Peter’s to celebrate the 30th anniversary of Father Robert Harris’
ordination. The Mayor proposed a toast and tried to list the blessings this man and his wife Christine have
brought to our church and community. He started by repairing the heating in St Peter’s and fixing the roof,
then turning the church into not just a place of worship, but a social club. We have breakfast in church on
the first Sunday of every month before the service. We have banquets after, there is also beer and hymns
in the Welly and the George and Dragon. There is a play area for the kids, they can make as much
noise as they like, Fr Robert’s voice will be louder. With Fr Robert and Christine saving our souls, there
could be standing room only for us sinners in St Peter’s and Holy Trinity.

PROGRESS?
This photo was taken in September 1969 just thirteen months before the very last train left ‘Combe.
Everything was kept spick and span, nature was controlled and wild-life was abundant. All the grass cutting,
the growth cut-back and footpaths were property maintained by workmen with pride who used nothing
more than elbow grease to wield their hand-held tools to combat the vegetation. The view is fantastic with
even the sea in sight.
The other photo was taken at very nearly the same spot in September last year and despite the availability
and use of high-powered sit-on hedge trimmers and ear-blasting bush cutters and strimmers, the photo
proves that nature is now well out of control and obviously beyond the powers that be. There is no view,
the sea can’t be seen and the only thing visible is the avenue of trees and overgrowth.  The only 
consolation, as far as yours truly is concerned, is that from this spot Verity is well out of sight and that it-
self is most definitely progress.        Jack Dawe
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You can be assured of a friendly, professional approach at all times. 
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WEST DOWN COMMUNITY SHOP
The new shop in West Down

West Down Community Shop opened about 7 months ago in the centre of West Down, replacing the
former Village Stores. We have a dedicated band of volunteers who help run the shop – but more are
needed! If you’d like to join us, please ring the shop on 01271 864264.
The shop sells a wide range of local products as well as lots of other things you’d expect to find in a 
village shop. Opening hours are: Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm (Bank Hols: 8.30am to 4pm)
Saturday 8am to 4pm Sunday  8.30am to 1pm. Post-refit re-opening scheduled for mid-July.

New Read Easy adult literacy programme coming to Ilfracombe
About one adult in six in the UK struggles with reading, but given the right support, anyone
can learn to read quite quickly and easily if they want to. It doesn’t mean going back to
class - Read Easy is a programme that provides one-to-one help - using quiet, discreet 
venues where New Readers/Learners can work with a Volunteer Reading Coach without
being overlooked but where there will always be other people nearby. And furthermore,

it's free!
Having begun to build a network in North Devon last year in association with local literacy charity Book
Relief UK, a new Read Easy group will shortly be set up in Ilfracombe.
The key to starting such a Group is finding suitable volunteers to deliver the programme. Anyone aged 21
and over who can read fluently themselves can apply to become a Volunteer Reading Coach and after an
initial selection programme will be given training and then matched up with a New Reader/Learner.
An additional key is finding someone with the time (it could mean some 12-15 hours or more a week - 
especially when the programme is in its early stages) - and organisational skills - to take on the role of 
Volunteer Co-ordinator. This will include interviewing Volunteer Reading Coaches and New Readers/
Learners, pairing them up, monitoring progress and associated paperwork. Special training for this role will
also be given.
To learn more about Read Easy Ilfracombe and the volunteering opportunities on offer - or if you know
anyone who could benefit from becoming a New Reader/Learner - please contact Transform 4 Work on
01271 867131 - Email: transform4work@gmail.com - or North Devon Voluntary Services on  01271
866330 -  Email: volunteer@ndvs.org.uk .

Devon Dementia Support Service
Supporting people with dementia in

Devon
A fantastic new support service for people with 
dementia in Devon has been launched in March.  
The Devon County Council-funded service to provide
Dementia Support Workers across Devon is run by
Alzheimer’s Society, and is accessible to all Devon
residents who have dementia and their carers.
There is a new office in Queens House, Queen
Street, Barnstaple. The North Devon team are based
here, and can be contacted by telephone, email or
post. Telephone 0300 123 2029 for general enquiries
and referrals; or email devon@alzheimers.org.uk
The new service has fully trained staff who can 
provide information, support and advice on any aspect
of living with dementia, by telephone, email or home
visit. Staff will link with local GP surgeries to make
sure that everyone who needs support is aware of the
new scheme, and can deliver awareness-raising talks
to small groups on request.  
Alzheimer's Society also provide volunteer 
befrienders to support people with dementia to 
continue to take part in their local community. If you
would like to volunteer as a Befriender, please 
contact us on 0300 123 2029.  We will pay your 
expenses, and provide full training and ongoing 
support.

                                     

 

 

 
 Do you have dementia? 

 Are you interested in being more involved? 

 Are you satisfied with services provided?  

 With your help we can influence services, 

and create changes that make a difference 

to the lives of people living with dementia 

 
 

 What will I do on the group? 

We will ask you to look at and give your opinion on: 
 

 How best to evaluate services e.g. questionnaires 

 Policies that guide on how best to deliver services 

 Current ways of delivering services 
 
 

 Why is the group important? 

The group will have a key role in improving community attitudes 
to people living with dementia.  
 

The views of people living with dementia will offer  
 information and advice to support the design and 

evaluation of dementia services in Devon. 
 

 How do I join? 

For more information or to join the group, please call  
Claire Tatton at the Devon Dementia Support Service on  
01392 368885 or email claire.tatton@alzheimers.org.uk 

 

WANTED IN DEVON 
The views of people with dementia  

Keeping it local - a group close to you 


