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ADJUSTMENTS TO SCHOOL CALENDAR 
Wicomico County Public Schools has made two adjustments to the 2014-2015 school calendar: 

 Tuesday, March 31, will be an early dismissal day for students, with schools dismissing two hours 

early.  Mardela’s school day will end at 12:45 p.m. 
 Tuesday, April 7, will now be a regular school day for students and staff. 

Message from the Principal 
 
     Many of our MMHS students will be taking the first round of the 

PARCC Assessments.  This new assessment will be given the first two 
weeks in March and then again in late April to all of our middle school 
students as well as our high students enrolled in Algebra 1, Algebra 2, 
and English 10.  More information about these national assessments 
will be coming out shortly – stay tuned!     
 
     Thanks again for all that you do to support our Mardela Middle & 
High School students!  Please continue to check on your student’s 
progress on Family Portal (https://x2.wcboe.org/x2sis ) as well as 
checking out our website (http://mmhs.wcboe.org) for updated 
information.  Also, feel free to give us a call any time at 410-677-5142 
or e-mail us at mmhs@wcboe.org. 
 

     Frederick L. Briggs 
     Principal 
     rbriggs@wcboe.org 
 

UPDATE TO SCHOOL VISITOR POLICY 

As the school system strives to create the most positive safe learning environment for our students that we can, and to 

keep stride with the technology, our visitors’ policy will be incorporating the Passage Point Sexual Offenders Registry 

Identification System.  Each visitor will be required to use their driver’s license to swipe at their school’s visitor kiosk.  
With successful identification through the system, the visitor will gain access to the desired building location.  This 

protocol is being implemented to assist schools with added safety and security.  If you have any questions or concerns 

with the new identification system, please contact a school administrator. 



MARDELA MATTERS 

March 2015                                                                                        Page 2 
  

 

Optimist Oratorical Contest 

  

The Optimist Club of Salisbury, along with the Wicomico County Board of Education, is once again 

sponsoring their annual oratorical contest which comes with both cash prizes and scholarship money up to 

$2,500 for the winners.  

 

This year’s topic is one that many young people will surely have much to write and speak about:   

 

“How My Optimism Will Help Me Press on to Greater Achievements of the Future” 

 

All students 19 years or younger as of December 31, 2014, are eligible to enter.  This is a change from 

past years, so now more of our high school juniors and seniors are eligible. The deadline for submitting 

the written speech is Wednesday, March 25.  The preliminary oratorical portion of the contest will be 

held at Wicomico High School on April 14, 2015.   Mardela has fantastic writers and speakers, so let’s 
represent our school amongst the other in-town schools.  We were very proud to have five talented 

Mardela students participate last year! 

 

See your ELA teacher or Mrs. Taylor in room A-15 for an application, directions, and any needed 

assistance.  Submit completed applications (including a copy of your birth certificate) and speeches to 

Mrs. Taylor by March 25.  Practice sessions will be set up for all interested students to help prepare 

notecards and rehearse for the preliminary round of the competition.   
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   WANTED!   

COLLEGE ATHLETES 

“A College Coach is looking for YOU!” 

 

- How do I get NOTICED? 

- How do I get RECRUITED? 

- How can I get SCHOLARSHIP offers? 

  - Where do I START? 

 

Get these answers and much more on: 
 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 - 7:30 PM 
Wicomico High School Auditorium 

 

 For Athletes & Parents Grades 8 –12 

 

Attendees will receive a FREE SAT/ACT Prep DVD valued at $200!  
* Limit 1 per family / S&H not included  
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ELIGIBILITY TO ATTEND PROM 

 
Students who wish to attend prom must meet the dance criteria based on Wicomico County Policy: 

 

 2.0 or higher requirement per county policy 

 No suspensions during the semester in which the dance occurs 

 Eligible for extracurricular activities per suspension policy 

 

The qualifying period is from January 24, 2015, to April 24, 2015.  The prom is on April 25, 2015.  Wicomico 

County BOE policy requires that a student must be in attendance for the school day in order to participate in any 

school-related activity.  This means that students attending prom must be in school on April 24, 2015.  

Appointments to get your hair and nails done, pick up flowers and tuxes, etc., for prom are not excused absences.  

Please make your appointments accordingly.  If your date is a Mardela student, he/she must also meet the 

dance criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY TO ATTEND MIDDLE SCHOOL FORMAL 

 
Students who wish to attend the middle school (semi-)formal must meet the dance criteria based on Wicomico 

County Policy: 

 

 2.0 or higher GPA 

 No suspensions served during the semester in which the dance occurs 

 Eligible for extracurricular activities per suspension policy 

 No guests allowed from outside the school 

 

The qualifying period is from January 24, 2015, to March 27, 2015.  The dance is on March 28, 2015, at MMHS.  

Wicomico County BOE policy requires that a student must be in attendance for the school day in order to 

participate in any school-related activity.  This means that students attending the middle school dance must be 

in school on March 27, 2015. Appointments to get your hair and nails done, pick up flowers and tuxes, etc., for 

the dance are not excused absences.  Please make your appointments accordingly. 
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Join the 

Mardela Chapter 

of the 

National Honor Society 

and 

National Junior Society  

and the  

 
For our annual blood drive! 

 

 

Friday, March 27, 2015 

8:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Mardela Middle & High or email mfranks@wcboe.org  

to make your appointment! 

410-677-5142 

 

OR 

 

Become a Mardela “Hero” 

And donate any time in our name! 
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Tutoring 
2014 - 2015 

(Dates and times are subject to change.) 
 
 
 

MONDAY 

High School Math - B-5, 2:50-3:50 p.m. (Matonak)  
 
 
TUESDAY 
Biology – A-7, 2:45-3:45 p.m. (Sann) 
HS Math – B-5, 2:50-3:50 p.m. (Matonak) 
MS ELA – B-3, 2:45-3:45 p.m. (Hawkins) 
MS Math Tutoring/Homework Help – A-4, 2:50-3:50 p.m. (Franks) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Chemistry/Physics – A-9, 2:45-3:45 p.m. (Norton) 
English, AP and SAT Prep – C-1, 3:00-4:00 p.m. (Lichtenberger) 
 
THURSDAY 

Biology – A-7, 2:45-4:45 p.m. (Sann) 
English, AP and SAT Prep – C-1, 3:00-4:00 p.m. (Lichtenberger) 
High School Math – B-5, 2:50-3:50 p.m. (Matonak) 
Middle School Math/Homework Help – A-4, 2:50-3:50 p.m. (Franks) 
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MMHS PTA PRESENTS 

2015 PROM FASHION SHOW 

Saturday, March 7, 2015 

7:00 P.M. CAFETERIA 

$5.00 Admission at the Door 

 

COME SEE MARDELA HIGH SCHOOL’S SENIOR CLASS STRUTTING THEIR FINEST GOWNS & TUXES ON THE 
CATWALK! 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS & FUN  
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MARDELA WRESTLING 
 
 The Wrestling Team finished the regular season with a 5–9 record.  Despite the overall team record, several 

members of the team have a great chance to advance to the State Wrestling Tournament at the University of Maryland 

College Park.  The post-season begins with the 15 team Bayside Tournament, rankings include:  Chase Bowden and 

Parker DeWitt as the number 3 seeds, Shemar Watts as the number 2 seed, and Nasir Tucker as the number 1 seed in 

his weight class.  Good Luck to all the wrestlers in the Post Season. 

 

 Congratulations to Coach Johnson for being awarded the 2015 National Federation of High Schools Maryland 

Coach of the Year Award.  It is only the sixth time this award has been granted to a Maryland coach. 

 

 Periodically check the MMHS Wrestling site on the Mardela Middle & High School web-page by selecting the 

For Students tab and then selecting Links to get wrestling updates, current results, and past accomplishments.  Any 

questions/concerns can be directed to Coach Johnson at djohnson@wcboe.org or 410-543-8455.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) 
 

The members of the FBLA did a great job at the Regional Competition consisting of teams from 11 different counties 

around Maryland, placements include: 

 

In the Business Communications category:  

2nd place - Kai Johnson  

5th place - Kara McKenzie 

6th place - Malinda Hurley 

 

In the Future Business Leaders category: 

2nd place - Chase-Hancock Grider 

3rd place - Brianna Melson 

4th place - Megan Suttmiller  

 

In the Word Processing category: 

4th place - Bria Johnson 

8th place - Chase Echard 
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YEARBOOK 
 
 

The 2015 edition will be another ALL COLOR Yearbook scheduled for a Fall 2015 delivery.   The yearbooks are 

available for purchase online at Smart-Pay.com or at the school with a check made payable to Mardela Middle & High 

School.  There are less than 20 of yearbooks remaining online at the regular price of $65.   

 

 Seniors receive a brochure containing the following deadlines:   

 

Casuals & Formals:  Past due (free picture-taking for the Yearbook available by MHS Yearbook staff) 

Senior Pages/Ads:  Due March 31, 2015 (Full Page $125 and Half Page $75) 

Senior Stats:  Due March 31, 2015   

 

Senior Parents:  It is best submit the Senior Ad electronically to prevent it from losing any of its quality, the resolution in 

electronic format is a lot better.  WORD, PowerPoint, and Publisher are great programs to use to create your ad 

electronically.  If submitting the ad electronically you can email it to Mrs. Skeen or Coach Johnson or you can bring in a 

flash drive for us to upload the document.  If you don’t wish to do the ad electronically you can place your pictures and 
message on a ½ sheet or full sheet of paper for us to scan and return to you. 

 

Any questions or concerns can be directed to Mrs. Skeen at dskeen@wcboe.org or Coach Johnson at 

djohnson@wcboe.org or by calling the school at 410-677-5142.  

 

Warrior Booster Club Information 

The next Boost Club meeting is Monday, March 2, at 6:30 p.m. in the Media Center. 

The Winter Sports Reception will be held Monday, March 16, in the school cafeteria.  The reception is at 6:30 p.m. and 

the program begins at 7:00 p.m. 
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Mardela Middle & High School PTA Scholarship Award Guidelines 

 

The Mardela Middle & High School PTA will present (3) scholarships to graduating Mardela High School seniors. 

Guidance counselors will accept applications from qualified students for consideration by the PTA committee.  

The award amount of $500 will be presented at the Senior Awards ceremony. 

 

To be eligible for consideration for the award applicants must: 

1. Submit a completed application form by April 30. 

2. Be a graduating senior who has attended Mardela Middle & High School for a minimum of two years. 

3. Be a current member of the Mardela PTA or have a parent/guardian who is a current member. Also 

must have been a PTA member for the Junior year at Mardela. 

4. Have a cumulative un-weighted GPA of 3.5 or higher. 

5. Have demonstrated service to Mardela through participation in school organizations, athletics, events 

or volunteerism. 

6. Have a history of demonstrating high ethical standards. 

7. Have documented community service beyond the 75 hours required for graduation. 

8. Be planning to attend a two or four year post-secondary school. 

Scholarship applications are available from Mrs. Shiles or you can download the application from the following 

link, H:\Forms\MMHS PTA Scholarship Application.docx 

 

PTA Calendar 
 

March 4, 5:30-7:30 p.m. – General PTA Meeting 

 

March 7, 7:00-9:00 p.m. – Prom Fashion Show 

 

March 13, 5:30-8:30 p.m. – Warriors Challenge 

 

March 28, 7:00-10:00 p.m. – Middle School Semi-formal  

  



MARDELA MATTERS 

March 2015                                                                                        Page 11 
  

 

 

 

 

 

MARDELA MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS 

 

“Seussical the Musical” 

 

March 20, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

March 21, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

  Tickets are $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for students with student ID. 

Tickets are available at the door. 

 

 

For additional information, e-mail Ms. Ehrisman at sehrisma@wcboe.org or call 410-677-5142. 
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Band Notes for MMHS March 2015 Newsletter 

 
 

All-Shore Band Auditions 
CONGRATULATIONS!! to all the students grades 6-12 vied for a chance to represent Mardela Middle and High 
School in the 2015 Junior & Senior All-Shore Bands—both made up of the best student performers from across MD’s 
Eastern Shore.  The following auditioners were chosen on Saturday, January 31, to participate in this music festival on 
April 10 & 11 at Easton HS: 
  
 Morgan McGee, 8th Grade Flute   Megan Roy, 11th Grade Clarinet 
 Alyssa Boltz, 6th Grade French Horn   Samantha Rozaieski, 12th Grade Trumpet 
 Erika Kohlhoff, 8th Grade French Horn  Andrew Boltz, 12th Grade Trombone 
 Mitchell Adams, 8th Grade Trombone   Matthew Adams, 11th Grade Percussion 

Hunter Wirt, 8th Grade Mallets 
Malik Allen, 8th Grade Timpani 

 
A public performance (open to all) of these high quality festival bands will be held at on Saturday, April 11, at 7:30 
p.m. (tickets purchased at the door for a low cost) at Easton HS. 
 
Thank you to all of the parent and student volunteers who manned & wo-manned the 2015 Jr & Sr All-Shore Auditions 
at our own Mardela MHS.  We have been blanketed with praise and appreciation from the other Band Directors of 
the Eastern Shore!  Great job reviving a past offering from our little school with a BIG Band Organization! 
 

Preparation for MS District Band Festival (Mardela MS Festival Band) 
The Mardela MS Festival Band has been chosen from all the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade band members who auditioned and 
music has been distributed.  We will have 4 practices only (due to snow) leading up to the MS District Band Festival 
to be held at Stephen Decatur HS on Thursday, March 26 (details TBA).  These practices will be on March 4 (Wed) 
and 12 (Thurs), from 2:45-5:00 p.m., and March 18 (Wed) and 25 (Wed), from 2:45-4:00 p.m. 
 
For those who are not aware the event, the MS District Band Festival is an opportunity for the Mardela Middle School 
Festival Band to play music from a graded list for three judges on stage and before several other school bands from 
around Maryland’s Eastern Shore.  The judges will make comments on note & rhythmic accuracy, tone and balance, 
and interpretation; they will ultimately judge the band as “Superior”, “Excellent”, “Good” or otherwise.  The same will 
be done by one judge when the band is given a piece of music to sight read for the first time.  In the end, if the four 
judges’ scores average out to “Superior”, the band qualifies to go to a second level of judging at the state level. 
 
In 2014, our Mardela MS Festival Band received a “Superior” rating at the District Festival and qualified for the State 
Festival, where they received an “Excellent” rating; both of these were historical firsts for Mardela Middle School!!  
Aim just as high for 2015!! 
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Middle School Bands Practices Scheduled:  Mark Your Calendars 
The MS Intermediate Band (all 6th grade band students) will practice March 9(M), 21(M), 24(Tu), 30 (M), April 
9(Th), & 13(M), all 2:45-4:00 p.m.  These are required practices as part of their 6th Grade Band Experience; please 
make arrangements that your children are picked up from the school by 4:15 p.m.  The MS Intermediate Band will 
perform on Monday, April 20, at 7:00 p.m. in the MMHS Cafetorium.  More details will be forthcoming. 

 
 

MS Advanced Band Practices (MS Festival Band + all 7th and 8th grade band students & select 6) will practice 
April 8(W), 15(W), 22(W), & May 5(Tu), all 2:45-4:00 p.m.  These are required practices as part of their MS Band 
Experience; please make arrangements that your children are picked up from the school by 4:15 p.m.  The MS 
Advanced Band will perform on Wednesday, May 6, at 7:00 p.m. in the MMHS Cafetorium.  More details will be 
forthcoming. 
 

Band Parent Meeting 
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 9, 6:00 p.m. in the Mardela Band Room.   
 

District Solo and Ensemble Festival 
Information will be disseminated after the February 25 (rescheduled due to weather) performance.  Good luck to the 
62 MMHS Students who are putting their art on the line to be judged and earn a ticket to the MD State Solo & 
Ensemble Festival. 
 

Preparation for Apple Blossom Festival, April 30-May 2, 2015 
The Warrior Marching Band, Bandfront, Poms, Majorettes, Honorguard, and Banner are slated to travel and compete 
in the 2015 Apple Blossom in Winchester, VA, April 30-May 2.  An email will be circling collecting information about 
ordering tickets for the Firefighters’ Parade and the Grand Feature Parade, as well as optional prepaid meals for those 
parents who wish to travel but are not chaperones.  Please return this email with your orders by Tuesday, March 17. 
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      Mardela Middle & High School PTA 

7TH ANNUAL DINNER AND TALENT SHOW 
Presents 

  MARDELA STAR SEARCH 

          
FRIDAY, April 17, 2015 

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 PM FOR DINNER 

TALENT SHOW BEGINS AT 6:00 PM 

TICKETS FOR DINNER/SHOW  

$8.00 Adult 
$6.00 Children 10 & Under 

Dinner will consist of Baked Ziti, salad, bread & dessert 

NO TICKETS SOLD AT DOOR 

For more information, contact the following: 

Tickets may be purchased using the order form. Please include cash or check with your order form and 

return to the school office. Your tickets will be sent home with your child. Checks made payable to 

“Mardela Middle High School PTA”. Extra order forms available in school office. 
 

Due back to school office no later than April 13, 2015 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parents Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Students Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: __________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Students Grade/Homeroom Teacher: _________________________________________ 

Tickets Purchased:   _______________  # Adult Tickets 

Tickets Purchased:   _______________  # Child Tickets  
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Important Dates to Remember: 

 

March 

Mar. 2-12 – PARCC Testing 

Mar. 2 – Booster Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar. 4 – General PTA Meeting, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Mar. 5 – Progress Reports Distributed 

Mar. 6 – County-wide Casual Day for Read Across America 

Mar. 7 – Prom Fashion Show, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Mar. 9 – Softball Parents Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 

Mar. 9 – Band Parents Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

Mar. 10 – Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m. @ Central Office 

Mar. 11 – HS District Band Festival @ Wicomico HS 

Mar. 13 – County-wide Casual Day for Eastern Shore Reading Council 

Mar. 13 – Warriors Challenge, 5:30 p.m. 

Mar. 14 – SAT 

Mar. 16 – Career Day for 9th Grade Students @ Salisbury University 

Mar. 16 – Winter Sports Ceremony, 6:30 p.m., Cafeteria 

Mar. 20 – District Junior Chorus Festival @ Wicomico HS 

Mar. 20 – MMHS Casual Day for Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

Mar. 20 & 21 – “Seussical the Musical”, 7:00 p.m., MMHS Cafeteria 

Mar. 23 – Senior Baccalaureate Meeting, 5:45 p.m. 

Mar. 23 – Senior Parents Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Mar. 26 – MS District Band Festival @ Stephen Decatur HS 

Mar. 27 – District Senor Chorus Festival @ Wicomico HS 

Mar. 27 – MMHS Casual Day for The Village of Hope--Salisbury 

Mar. 27 – MMHS Blood Drive 

Mar. 28 – Middle School Semi-formal Dance 

Mar. 30 – ILT 

Mar. 30 – T.A.D. Field Trip to Hershey, PA 

Mar. 31 – End of Third Marking Term 

Mar. 31 – Student of the Month Recognition 

Mar. 31 – Field Trip to Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum, New York City 

 

 

 

For Sports Schedules, visit:  www.digitalsports.com  

PTA/Teacher Visitation Dates: 

 

March 4, 2015 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

May 7, 2015 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 


