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included career building, how 

to leverage BDPA’s network to 

gain access to scholarships, 

co-op and intern opportunities.

 BDPA’s National 

 President, Denise 

 Holland, and other

 BDPA Chapter 

 members in

 attendance discussed 

 future IT industry

 trends including 

 “smart” cars and 

intelligent transport- 

ation systems (inset photo). 

Families and students also 

used this opportunity to visit 

hibitors and jet simulators. 

This year's 10th annual Black 

 © BDPA

ex

Thousands Attend Tech Expo

Baltimore, MD — BDPA’s 

Baltimore Chapter co-hosted 

this year’s BDPA National Black 

Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Technology Awareness 

Week (BFTAW) events at 

Baltimore’s Convention Center. 

This year’s workshops 

presented last month by BDPA 

 

data, and exit poll intelligence. 

This month, Dr. Juan Gilbert of 

Auburn University will testify before 

the U.S. Congress on “The Future 

of Voting”.  Dr. Gilbert is a BDPA 

member and BDPA’s Academic 

Advisor for the BDPA IT Institute’s  

global distance learning programs. 

Date: Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Time: 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Place: Room 1310, Longworth House 

Office Building, in Wa hington, D.C. s
 

For more details on this and other 

exciting technology events, visit: 

   

 

www.bdpatoday.org

 

Celebrating 33 Years of Service

�  National Black Family Technology Awareness Week [  1 ] 

�  BDPA Day On The Hill [  1 ] 

�  BDPA Atlanta Hosts 2008 National Conference   [  3 ] 

�  BDPA IT Showcase Parent/Student Handbook  [  Insert ]       

�  BDPA-NY Program Meeting – March [  4 ] 

INSIDE   THIS   ISSUE: 

Information Technology for Emerging Communities 

bdpatoday 
E

BBDDPPAA  Day On ‘The  Hill’ 
 

Dr. Juan Gilbert  
Addresses Congress 

 

IT’s Thursday, March 6th, 2008 — in 

tomorrow’s America every politician will 

require an integrated network of command 

centers emblematic of “virtual war rooms” 

to remain abreast of government news, 

track foreign and domestic econometric 

trends, leverage organizational tools, 

communicate with media and grass roots 

advocates, and report accomplishments to 

peers and constituents.  Today, our 

information communications and 

technology (ICT) industry provides 

seamless connectivity for modeling tools, 

simulation, and data visualization designed 

for tactical operations centers (TOCs.)  

Many campaign TOCs are on par with 

police or first-responder facilities to 

mitigate incessant demands for real-time 

voting data and situational awareness.  

aTTTeeeccchhhnnnooolllooogggyyy  aannnddd   PPPooollliiitttiiicccsss  
Campaign “OP CENTERS”OOPP  CCEENNTTEERRSSCCaammppaaiiggnn

Annual BDPA I.T. Showcase Edition | Parent/Student Handbook Inside 

 New York Chapter Edition Spring 2008

Family Technology 

Awareness Week Summit 

(www.blackfamilynet.net) at 

the Baltimore Convention 

Center was one of the many 

facets of Career 

Communications Group’s 

(CCG) commitment to 

minorities in Science 

Technology Engineering and 

Math (STEM) and BDPA. 

The breadth of CCG's 

commitment was shown last 

month during their 22nd 

annual BEYA STEM Global 

Competitiveness Conference. 

Regional BDPA Chapters 

from New York through 

Northern Virginia attended.

 

ach year, BDPA Chapters throughout the United States host special events
as co-sponsor of National Black Family Technology Awareness Week. 

http://www.blackfamilynet.net/
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BDPA AATTLLAANNTTAA – 2008 Host Chapter
 

National BDPA is reaching out to all experts and dynamic 

presenters to share their knowledge and expertise in technology 

through interactive workshops to be held at our 30th Annual BDPA 

Technology Conference in Atlanta, GA on August 6-9, 2008.  

Presentations can be made to either students (high school through 

college) or adults (IT professionals) during the conference. 

Presenters may submit multiple abstracts within a forum or one 

ubmit for both forums.  Important dates to remember: 

• Submission Deadline Passed: Abstracts Received  

• Acceptance/Regret Notification: March 14, 2008 

• Full Presentations Due: April 11, 2008  

 

America, IT is a General Election Year—Register Early!

may s

 

Proposals were 

solicited for 90-minute 

presentations that are interactive, 

creative, dynamic, and feature best 

practices in IT. Each presentation 

will provide a challenging IT 

learning experience.  Presentation 

submission deadlines apply.

Innovation Powered by IT  |  Conference Call—BDPA ‘08

The Audience 
The primary conference audience 

consists of multiple levels of IT 

professionals, from entry level 

technologists to senior level 

managers and corporate 

executives. Entrepreneurs, 

educators, and college students 

also will be in attendance. 

 Workshop content and

 instruction should be

geared to a level that

is appropriate for your

target audience.

Criteria 

AAttllaannttaa  ––  NNaattiioonnaall  BBDDPPAA  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  CCoonnffeerreennccee  

AAuugguusstt  66--99,,  22000088  

wwwwww..bbddppaa..oorrgg

learning experience for attendees.

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Focus Areas include... 

LEADERSHIP 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

TECHNICAL  SKILLS 

IT ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

A 2008 National BDPA 
Technology Conference 

Professional workshop forums 

are presented this year during 

the conference days of 

Wednesday, August 6
th

 

through Friday, August 8th. IT 

professionals seeking to build 

IT skills, define career 

directions, and climb the IT 

corporate ladder attend the 

usiness development, 

research, project 

management, communications, 

certification, and a host of 

advanced technologies that 

will provide a challenging 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b

National BDPA 

Conference. The 

purpose of the adult 

workshop forum is to 

support these goals 

by providing IT 

specific workshops in 

leadership, 

professional and  

 

 
 

 

TTeerraaGGrriidd  ‘‘0088  
June 9-13, 2008 

 

Riviera Hotel 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

 
bdpatoday | Membership: $75 per year or $15 for students | https://map.bdpa.org

 

Tec-Masters, Inc. 

Where Technology Meets Imagination
SM 

BDPA Chapters publish quarterly or monthly newsletters.  For newsletter or web portal advertising rates, 
publication schedules, online calendars, and e-newsletters, contact regional or New York Chapters by 
visiting www.bdpa.org or by calling 1.800.727.2372 (BDPA).   bdpatoday (Local Chapter Edition) is 

jointly published by BDPA Chapter Communications Committees, mailed to BDPA members, BDPA 
corporate sponsors and electronically delivered to BDPA Chapters and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs) 
as a benefit of membership.  First Class and Periodicals postage paid at Merrifield, VA and regional 
mailing offices in Washington, D.C.   Unless otherwise noted by own copyright, graphics

 © Corbis, © JupiterImagesTM.  bdpatoday  is available for immediate online publishing of ICT industry, 
chapter news, and community IT events. Send articles, events, or images to: info@bdpatoday.org
Use New York chapter events calendars to review local insertion and advertising deadlines.

BDPA Host Chapter  
Multimedia Sponsors 
www.tecmasters.com 

ISO 9001:2000 |  SEI CMM Level 2 
 

Atlanta   Huntsville   Orlando Washington
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HANDBOOK 
 

FOR 

 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS 

 
 

BBDDPPAA  IITT  SSHHOOWWCCAASSEE  22000088  
 

At The 

 

2008 National BDPA Technology Conference 

 

 

HYATT REGENCY HOTEL, ATLANTA, GA 

265 PEACHTREE ST NE 

ATLANTA, GA 30303- US 

Telephone: (404) 577-1234 

 

August 6-9, 2008 

 

Sponsored By 

          



IT Showcase Description 
 
 
The BDPA IT Showcase evolved from a one-day event to an event that has activities spread 
across three days (Wednesday through Friday) at the BDPA National Conference.  IT Showcase 
activities are now a part of the Youth Technology Camp (YTC) and Adult Forums on Wednesday 
and Friday, respectively. 
 
The main IT Showcase occurs on Thursday. The activities include presentations, both paper and 
poster, of advanced computing topics. Participants are high school and undergraduate students. 
The focus is leading edge technologies, hardware and software methodologies, research proofs of 
concepts encompassing, but not limited to, intelligent technologies (i.e., smart toys, machine 
learning, genetic algorithms), wearable computing, web technologies, high performance 
computing (HPC), computing curricula, computational science, etc. 
 
Demonstrations are incorporated in the presentations where applicable. Presentations/projects are 
judged in two categories, college (undergraduate) and high school. Three awards will be made in 
each category. 
 
Wednesday activities are geared to HSCC and local high school students attending the Youth 
Technology Camp (YTC).  Students presenting are a subset of the total IT Showcase participant 
population. Thursday Adult Forum activities are the same as Wednesday activities. 
 
Presentations at previous showcases have answered questions such as the following: 
 

• What is a smart toy? 

• Can machines actually learn? 

• Is there a difference between virtual humans and avatars? 

• How will high performance computing change IT as we know it? 

• Will genetic algorithms put more programmers out of work 

• Can neural networks actually be trained? 

• Why would anyone want to wear a computer? 

• Should I get an Internet phone? 

• Are those movie/video scenes actually computer-generated?  

• Can I actually make maps on my computer? 

 

IT Showcase Requirements 
 
These are requirements for students who have been recommended to participate in the IT 
Showcase. The IT Showcase is an event that is a part of the BDPA National Technology 
Conference. Participants are expected to complete the following by the dates indicated.  
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1. Research paper (10 page minimum)  
See IT SHOWCASE Implementation and Writing Style Guidelines for the IT Showcase. 
 
2. PowerPoint presentation from the paper (two versions 30min for Adult Forum, 20min.for IT 
Showcase)  
Due 3 weeks before the National BDPA Technology Conference 
 
3. Poster display (3ft by 4ft, i.e., science fair) graphically depicting research topic  
Content due in May, 
 
4. Photo (B&W)  
Submitted with the paper 
 
5. Trip Report  
Due one (1) week after the National BDPA Technology Conference 
 
The paper drives the presentation and poster. The PowerPoint presentation is given at the podium 
and poster presentations are given in the poster display area. 
 
 
 

 

Suggested Technologies/Subject Areas    
  
The example technologies/methodologies/subjects below are only to be used as a guide. If there is 
another leading edge topic that you would like to present, contact Dr. Jesse Bemley at 
jbemley@jef.org  or  jlbemley@yahoo.com to discuss. 
 
Some examples are: 
 

• Virtual Reality 

• Computer Gaming 

• Artificial Life 

• Neural Networks 

• Robotics 

• Fuzzy Logic 

• Linux 

• Star Office 

• Cluster Technology 

• Grid Technology 

• High Performance Computing (HPC) 

• WEB Technologies (Perl, CGI, XML, VRML, Webcams, WEB Services) 

• Storage technology (magnetic, optical, SANs, NAS, etc.) 

• Printer Technologies (laser, inkjet, 2D, 3D, etc.) 
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A subject area of concern/interest is curricula (computer engineering, computer science, 
information technology). In this area possible topics are ACM-IEEE accreditation, examples of 
curricula across Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Majority Institutions, etc.
 

 
IT Showcase Delivery  
 
Delivery Methods by students consist of:  
 

• Paper Presentations (PowerPoint) 

• Poster Presentations 

• Demonstrations 

• Various combinations of the above 
 
 

Students via PowerPoint presentations present papers from a podium. The students are provided 
with a laser pointer to assist the audience in following the presentation. It is anticipated that the 
audience will be seated and standing if seating is not available (as in overflow). Papers are 
published in the IT Showcase proceedings. 
 
Posters are preferably developed using HP DesignJet or comparable technology. If the student 

does not have access to the technology, arrangements are made to print the poster. Copy services 
such as Kinkos can provide the service. If that fails contact the IT Showcase Delivery Manager 

for assistance. Poster presentations are done for the judges and the audience. There are several 

arrangements that can be used for positioning the posters. (1) 3-panel poster boards can be used 

for securing the posters or (2) poster stands can be used to secure the posters. Poster boards cost 
approximately $5.00 each whereas the poster stands are much more. The individuals in the 

audience will gather around the poster of interest while the student presents. Posters will be 
available throughout the IT Showcase for conference attendee walkthroughs. 
 
Students will demonstrate project concepts at designated times during the IT Showcase.  
 
The room/area will be setup in classroom style for approximately 100 people.  The rear of the 
room will contain two six-foot tables. There will be 1-2 stand-alone conference workstations 
(computers) on each of the tables.  
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IT Showcase Implementation 
 

Wednesday AM 

August 6    Students arrive 
     
Wednesday PM 

August 6    YTC Presentations 
     Dress Rehearsal 
     Poster Setup 
 

Thursday     Main IT Showcase 
August 7 

8:00 am – 10:00 am Poster Presentations [Judging (Closed to Public)] 
10:00am – 4:00 pm Paper Presentations/Demonstrations 

(Judging is Open to the Public) 
4:00pm – 5:00pm  Awards Presentation 

 
Friday    Presentations For Adults 

August 8 
 8:00am – 12:00pm 
 
Saturday    Student Activity 
August 9 
 7:00pm-10:00pm  Awards Banquet 
 
Presentations/Demonstrations are repeated so as to coincide with the rotation of students among 
the Youth Technology Camp (YTC) workshops on Wednesday and Adult Workshops on Friday. 
 
The audience will be students (Host BDPA [Atlanta] Chapter, HSCC, etc. on Wednesday) and 
professionals who walk through on Thursday and Friday. 
 
Judges (three [3] of them) determine those students who receive awards for the two categories of 
students (high school and college undergraduates) for each of the three awards. Each participant 
[student and adult (judges, volunteers)] receives a certificate of participation.  
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2008 IT Showcase Activities 
 
 
First Call for Papers       January 18, 2008 
 
Second Call for Papers      February 23, 2008 

 
Final Call for Papers       March 28, 2008 

 
Demonstrations Development Completion    April 15, 2008 

 
PowerPoint Presentations/Posters Development Completion  May 2, 2008 

 
Students Arrival       August 6, 2008 AM 
 
Youth Technology Camp Presentations    August 6, 2008 PM 
 
Practice Session       August 6, 2008 PM 
 
Poster Setup        August 6, 2008 PM 

 
IT Showcase Poster Judging      August 7, 2008 AM 
 
IT Showcase        August 7, 2008 AM-PM  
 
Awards Presentation       August 7, 2008 PM 
 
IT Showcase Presentations Adult Forum    August 8, 2008 

 
Awards Banquet       August 9, 2008 
 
Students Departure       August 10, 2008 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 IT Showcase 2008 Handbook                                                      Page 5 

 



 

 

WRITING STYLE GUIDELINES 

FOR THE 2008 BDPA IT SHOWCASE 

 
Author Name 
School Name 

City, State 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

  
This document outlines the style for the papers required for the BDPA IT Showcase.  These 
guidelines are being provided to make sure that all the papers are in the same format so that our 
conference PPrroocceeeeddiinnggss publication can professionally be produced. 
  
  
GUIDELINES 

  

PP eell aassee  ffoollllooww tt  hh ssee ee  gguuiiddeelliinneess  aass  cclloosseellyy  aass  ppoossssiibbllee. 
 
File type:  Microsoft Word Document  
Margins:           1 inch top/bottom, left/right 
Font:              Times Roman, 12pt, Proportional Font 
Justification:      Left and Right 
Title:               CAPITAL LETTERS and BOLD, Centered on the 1st line. 
Author Name/School Name:  Centered. 
City, State:         Centered. Do not include a ZIP Code. 
Headings:          CAPITAL LETTERS and BOLD, 2 blank lines before, 1 after. 
Paragraphs:           One blank line between each, no indentations. 
Page Numbers:       NO page numbers.  Hand-write the number and your name on 

the back of each page in pencil. 
Printing:             Single Spaced, Single Sided, and Laser Printer. 
Reference, Endnotes, and Footnotes: On the last page of the paper. 
Size:                 10 pages, maximum. 
 
This document serves as an example of the suggested format of the document one should 
submit to Dr. Jesse L. Bemley at Joint Educational Facilities (JEF) email address: 
 
jbemley@jef.org 

  
  
SUBMITTING THE PAPER 

  
Please send a copy of the paper in MSWORD or PDF format to the email address above. Please 
remember to spell check your documents before you submit them. 
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BBDDPPAA  IITT  SSHHOOWWCCAASSEE  
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday - August 6-8, 2008 

 
The BDPA IT Showcase is an advanced technology forum
where High School and College students from across the
nation demonstrate their research and theories in the fields
of information technology. Papers will be published in the
 IT Show Proceedings. 
 
The projects will focus on various “advanced thought”
topics including; intelligent technologies (i.e., smart toys,
machine learning, genetic algorithms, etc.), wearable
computing, web technologies, high performance computing
(HPC), grid technologies, computing curricula, etc. 
 

The Showcase presentations will consist of demonstrations where applicable. Three 
awards (First, Second and Third Prize) will be made in each of two categories:  
 

 High School 
 College (undergraduate) 

 

IT Showcase Schedule
 

 

Wednesday    

 Morning   Students arrive 
 Afternoon   YTC Presentations 
 Evening   Dress Rehearsal 
 Evening   Poster Setup 
 
Thursday     4

th
 Annual BDPA IT Showcase 

 8:00 am – 10:00 am Poster Presentations (Judging; Closed) 
10:00am – 4:00 pm Presentations (Student/Adult Audience) 

Friday 

 8:00 am – 12:00 noon Adult IT Forum Presentations 

 
 
 
 

 

“Attendees will be 

amazed at the 

thoroughness of the 

research and the 

advanced topics 

presented at the IT 

Showcase.  The IT 

Showcase treats the 

audience to challenging 

‘outside-the-box’ 

thought.” 
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BDPA Classifieds 
ads@bdpatoday.org 

 
bdpa career center now available online 

 
 BDPA’s career center has an updated resume 

databank to post resumes and career vitaes for 

exposure to the best companies in the world for 

Information Technology positions at all levels. We 

have an excellent search facility in the form of a Job 

Bank that allows one to search for the perfect 

position for matching a specific skill set.   

 

The career center has support services from career 

coaches that will assist users in getting careers back 

on track or reaching the next levels of advancement. 

These support services also extend to salary surveys 

thus allowing users to see how competitive a salary 

is in relation to other parts of the country and to 

other IT positions. These services allow users to view 

the fastest growing positions in the [IT] industry and 

connect with resources for a full job outlook.  

 

The career center also supports IT college students 

with a Student Internship Program to include 

resources to assist first-time workforce entrants in 

securing desired college internships over the 

summer or any time during the course of a school 

year.  BDPA should be one of the first stops in 

fulfilling all of your career goals and meeting IT 

professionals in every industry sector. 

Your next opportunity to network and interface with 

hiring managers supporting BDPA is in New York 

City.  March 20, 2008 at UBS, one of the world’s 

leading financial firms.  It is located at 1285 Avenue 

of Americas (at 51st Street), New York, NY.  RSVP is 

extremely important therefore to confirm your 

seating you can respond as follows: send an e-mail 

to hr@bdpa-ny.org or leave a message on the 

BDPA Voicemail at 212-802-5341.  

Send IT job announcements and web banner links to:  
info@bdpatoday.org  

 

 

   

 

 

BDPA-NY March Program Meeting – Hosted by UBS 

 

UBS’ Pat Marotta will present on the topic “Data Centers – 

Overview and Challenges”.   Today's data center managers and 

IT departments have more on their plates than ever before 

because Data Centers have grown in size and complexity.  Come 

out and learn the major issues corporations must consider to 

ensure smooth data center operations.  

 

Pat Marotta is Associate Director of Information Technology 

Infrastructure.  Originally a Consultant, he has been with UBS 

since 1999.  In the Investment Bank organization he has been 

lead Telecommunications designer for Communication rooms, 

trading floors, Data Centers, back office retro-fit, office 

relocations and Project Manger in North and South America.  

 

In the IT Infrastructure arena, he is the lead designer and 

responsible for project implementation in North and South 

America. Business Sector is Data Center Services as well as 

Regional lead for Data Center Design Forum.  The Forum is 

responsible for UBS’s governance in standards and best practices 

globally.  Lead designer and implementation for Bluestone which 
is the strategic North American Data Center. 
 

UBS is the leading global wealth manager, a top tier investment 

banking and securities firm, and one of the largest global asset 

managers.  UBS will have recruiters available to discuss 

opportunities at the firm and to review your resume.  Therefore, 

if you or someone you know is interested in a career change, 

please forward your resumes to hr@bdpa-ny.org.  
 

 

BDPA NY 2007-2008 Executive Board Members 
Judaea Yarde Lane...........Chapter.President 
Wanda Jackson.................VP of Finance 
Denworth Billy..................VP of Membership Management 
Evelyn Poole.....................VP of Member Services 
Keith Alexander................VP of Strategy and Planning 
Danielle Cauthen..............Director of Communications 
Denise Hamilton...............Director of Education 
Sophia Khani....................Director of Human Resources 
Cheri Jack........................Director of Support Services 
Jasmine Hagler.................Recording Secretary 
Jeffry Kimble....................Immediate Past President 
 
For additional information about BDPA New York Chapter, 
visit us at our website at www.bdpa-ny.org, call 212-802-
5341 or send an email to newyork@bdpa.org. 

 
 

Executive Search  | Leadership Development  | Strategic 
Diversity 

 

Please feel free to contact us at:  
 

Response Group 
1625 K Street NW Suite #904 

Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 628-2441 

www.responsegroup.net 
 

BDPA-DC Engagement Partner: Herman Scott 

mailto:hr@bdpa-ny.org


  

 

bdpatoday 
Summer 2008 Edition 

 
Look for these features 

�  TeraGrid  ‘08 Conference & Expo 

�  Regional 2008 HSCC Events 

�  National BDPA Technology 

Conference  Preview 

�  Expanded “IT” Careers Section 

Your next issue features articles 

from industry trade shows, Capitol 

Hill reviews and NBDPA 

announcements.  Scholarships, 

grants, small business trends, 

special intern announcements and 

Summer 2008 event information will 

be updated and made available to 

BDPA Members. Join a chapter or 

committee near your neighborhood 

today! 

 

- Annual Member Dues:  $75 

- Student Member Dues:  $15 

Call (301) 805-4519 to 

launch your next event.

 

Floral & Décor 
Entertainment 

Promotional Items and Awards 
Security Management 

Leisure Activities 

 

VIP / Guest Services 

9500 Arena Drive, Suite 350 

Largo, Maryland 20774 

www.bdpa.org 

 
 
 
                                   
 

Visit us today at: 
www.foreplanning.com 

 

                                     FORE & ASSOCIATES, Inc. (FAI) is a highly experienced, independent, full 

service management company providing a unique blend of Project Management and Conference 
Planning Services required for conferences, seminars, workshops, exhibit / trade show management, 
new product launches, special VIP events, golf outings, sporting events, and fundraising activities.
  

Strategic Marketing Services 
Fundraising 

 

Special Event Planning 

 

Expo Management 
Meeting and Event Design 
Publicity, Promotion and 

Advertising 
Site Inspection / Selection 
Registration Management 

Speaker Development 
Housing Management 

Food and Beverage / Catering 
Transportation 

Travel Management 
Program Logistics 

Post Event Activities 
On-Site Management 

PRESORT 
STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
MERRIFIELD, VA 
PERMIT NO. 6418 
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