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Introduction

This paper discusses the architectural development and
functionoftwolateRomanvillasfromtheurbsofRome,
atTorMaranciaandatCentocelle.Duringthecourseof
recentresearch,publishedasmydoctoralthesis,LateRo-
manVillasintheDanubeBalkanRegion(BAR-IS1064)
Oxford2002,comparativeconsiderationwasgiventothe
developmentoftheRomanvillaplaninItalyandinother
Romanprovinces.Thisincludedacomparativediscussion
ofthetwolateRomanvillasatTorMaranciaandatCen-
tocelleinthesuburbiumofRome.Thesesiteswereexam-
inedwithinthebroadercontextofthelateRomanvilla.
Inmystudy,theyservedasexamplesoftheadoptionand
developmentofarchitecturalelementsofthelateRoman
villaplanincludingthecombinationoftheperistyle,the
apsidalhallandthetriconchorquatreconchhall.
Thepurposeofthispaperistotakeaclosercompara-

tive look at the recorded evidence for these two villas
withaviewtoconsidering:

•Whethereitherorbothmay,inamannersimilartocer-
tainotherimportantandlarge-scalevillasnotablyinthe
Danube-Balkanprovinces,havebeenincorporatedwithin
theimperialsystemofadministrationnearRome.

• Whethertheplanofthesevillasprovidesanyclearin-
dicationof theiruse, eitherasagriculturalor senatorial
villasorboth.
Thechoiceofthesetwovillasfordiscussionistosome

extentselective,as thisconferenceshows that thereare
manyotherandbetter-publishedexamplesoflarge-scale
villasinthesuburbium ofRome.Furthermore,thecon-

clusions that can safely be drawn from the secondary
evidencemustnecessarilybequalifiedastentative.How-
ever, I hope to demonstrate that the immediate context
ofthesevillasasimportantstructuresinthecountryside
closetoRome,aswellasthewidercomparativecontext,
goessomewaytowardsassistingintheirinterpretation.

ThedistinctivenessoftheUrbsofRome

Itisnecessarytorecalltwoimportantpointsinseeking
tointerpretthearchaeologicalrecordoftheurbs ofRome
fromtheRomanera.Thefirstisthatthelandscapeofthe
suburbiumresultedfromgeologicalandvolcanicactivity
whereby the action ofmany rivers and streams created
deepfurrowswhichresultedintheundulatinglandscape.
This made for very fertile lands outside the city walls
stretchingradiallyforupto8kilometres,andthesewere
intensivelycultivatedinantiquity(PlinyNH,xix,50:ex
hortoplebimacellum).
The second point is that the area around the city of

RomewasdistinctfromtheRomancountrysideingen-
eral because, althoughoutside the citywalls, itwas an
inherentpartofRomeitselfandbenefitedfromthatstatus
andwasprotectedassuch.Itmightbeexpectedtherefore,
thatvillasinthesuburbiumofRomewouldbededicated
inparttoagriculturalproduction,atleastduringtheearly
empire,andthattheywouldprobablynotneedtobeforti-
fiedtothesameextentasvillasinmoreremotepartsof
theempire.
Afurtherobservationattheoutsetwouldbethateven

if the large residences or complexes found dominating
this landscape around the city ofRome did not have a
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primarilyagriculturalpurpose,orthattheymayinsome
casesbyvirtueofsenatorialorimperialownershiphave
had a different status to the typicalRoman villa in the
countryside,nonethelesstheyshouldstillbecalled‘vil-
las’.Thedifficultiesofdefining the term‘Romanvilla’
havebeendiscussedatlengthelsewhereincludinginmy
own study andwhile inLatin theword villa canmean
bothafarmandacountryhouse,andthatitsprimaryas-
sociationwouldindicatethatthevillahadanagricultural
purpose, although it is generally agreed that this is not
strictlynecessary.MyownworkingdefinitionoftheRo-
manvillaisasfollows:

“A place in the country owned by a Roman or Rom-
anised landowner normally (but not always) associated 
with farming, in most cases comprising a single residence 
with some expression of Roman elements and more often 
than not with connotations of luxury or relaxation, stand-
ing either on its own or at the heart of a complex of more 
functional buildings and integrated into the social and 
economic environment of the Roman world.”1

VisualEvidence

Although both Centocelle and Tor Marancia are now ef-
fectively hidden from view, there is a relatively well-pre-
served visual record of the suburbs of ancient Rome. The 
role of the suburbium as market garden for the city seems 
to have continued into the medieval period and beyond as 
important lands and buildings passed into and remained in 
the ownership of a concentrated number of landowners.2
Glimpses of the suburbs are featured in the background 
of some of the medieval maps of Rome, one of the earli-
est is by Fra Paolino da Venezia 1323 with the well know 
depiction of the Vatican lands as deer park. Occasionally 
Roman ruins are plotted as viewpoints in the landscape. 
These maps together with others from the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries as well as G.B. Piranesi’s Vedute di 
Roma,1778; reprint 1974, serve as a visual record of the 
monuments at this time. 
Theimportanceoftheeighteenthandnineteenthcen-

tury record is better underlined by the archaeological
inventoryestablishedbyworkofcertainItalianscholars
suchasLuigiBiondiandEnglishscholarThomasAshby.
Biondi recorded the excavation of the villa atTorMa-
rancia in hiswork I MonumentiAmaranziani illustrati,
inanappendixtoMuseoChiaramonti,III,Rome,1843.
In the early twentieth century,ThomasAshby recorded
the area around thevilla atCentocelle inhis important
topographicalstudy‘LavilladeiFlavicristiani“adduas
lauros” e il suburbano imperiale ad oriente di Roma’,
Rome,1928.

TorMarancia

TorMarancialiesbetweentheViaOstienseandtheVia
AppiaAnticatothesouthofthecatacombsofDomitilla
atthecrossingoftheViaArdeatinaandtheViadelleSette
Chiese,inanarealargelybuiltupontoday.Theexcava-
tionworkwascarriedoutbetweenApril1817andApril
1823.Alargevillamadeupoftwoadjacentbuildingswas
unearthed.Thebuildingsasrecordedlayabout750me-
tresapart.Twoleadplaquesfistulae (CILXIV(14)7459)CILCIL
recordthenamesoftwonoblewomenMunatiaProcula
andNumisia Procula dated to the second centuryA.D.
There are other suggestions that a woman of imperial
descentFlaviaDomitilla owned this land.3A templeof
Dionysiuswasalsodiscoveredclosebythevilla.
Bartolomeo Nogara described the mosaics from the

villaofMunatiaProculainhisworkImosaiciantichidi
Roma (Rome, 1910).Black andwhite figurativemosa-
icsdecoratedseveralrooms.Theseamotifandthefigure
styledate themosaics to the secondcenturyA.D.The
mosaicdisplayedimagesofUlyssesandasirenandTri-
ton and sea creatures.4 StatuesofAbundance,Bacchus,
Venusanda torsoofDianawerealsofoundamongthe
ruins. Some wall paintings dated to the third century
A.D.alsosurviveandareheldintheVaticanMuseum.5

Thearchitecturalplanof thevillahasaperistyle,an
apsidal hall on the short axis, and a quatreconch hall
whichadjoinstheperistyle.Staircasessuggestthepres-
enceofanupperlevel.Inthisitincorporatestheclassical
elements of the lateRoman villa plan, that is the peri-
style,thequatreconchandapsidalhall.Thiswouldsug-
gestthatthisplandatestoalaterperiodthanthemosaics
andrepresentedasecondphaseofconstruction(Fig1).6

Inparticular,theuseofblackandwhitefigurativemosa-
icsistypicallysecondcenturyA.D.,whereasitwouldbe
unusualtofindthiscombinationofarchitecturalelements
invillabuildingsearlierthanthethirdcenturyA.D.
The villa also has another more unusual feature of

a profusion of smaller interconnected rooms and halls,
which would have been capable of accommodating a
largenumberofoccupants.Theseroomswerearranged
aroundtwointersectingaccesscorridorsformingacross
andinmanycasestheyalsoallowedforaccessbetween
thesmallerclustersofrooms.Beinglocatedonthelower
levelofthebuilding,theycouldhavebeenservants’quar-
tersbut it isalsopossible,particularlyhavingregard to
certain comparative evidence of known administrative
quarters of similar construction in other largeDanube-
Balkan villas such as Spalato (Dalmatia, Croatia) and
Mogorjelo(Dalmatia,Bosnia-Herzegovina)thattheyhad
alargeradministrativeoragriculturalfunction(seebelow
Figs.6&7).77 7

1Mulvin2002,3.
2Calzolari1984,2–19.

3Lanciani1892,seechap.VII,note17.
4ForadiscussionofthemosaicsseeClarke1979,74.
5ToviewdetailsoftheVaticancollectionseeFarina1985,49.
6Mielsch1987,86.
7 ForDiocletians Palace at Spalato seeWilkes 1986, 69. For
MogorjeloseeDygge&Vetters1966,11–62andDuval1989-
1990,253–259;forfurtherdiscussionofDanube-Balkanvilla
plantypologyseeMulvin,2004,385–406.

________

________

Lynda Mulvin
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Centocelle

ThomasAshbyclassifiedthemonumentsintheimmediate
areaofthevillaatCentocelleasfallingintothreegroups:
the Prenestina group included fragments of Gordian’s
exedraandthetombatTorSchiavi;theLabicanagroup
comprisedoftheareafromTorPignaturratoCentocelle;
andtheTuscolanagroupwasanareaofmonumentsbe-
tween the via Tuscolana and the via Latina.8 More re-
cently theareaofCentocellewaszonedasanarchaeo-
logicalparkthatrunssouthoftheViaCasilina,theViadi
Centocelle,ViaPapiriatotheVialeP.Togliatti.Itcovers
about300hectares (Fig.2).Recentexcavationsalready
discussedbyourcolleagueRitaVolpeelsewhereinthis
volumehaveunveileddetailsofatleastsixothervillas:
(VilladiViaSommariva,L(V(V aVilladelleTerme,Villadi
Pietralata,laVilladellaPiscine,VilladiViaLizzani,Villa
diTorreSpaccata)dating fromthefirstcenturyB.C. to
thefourthcenturyA.D.
ThevillanearCentocelleontheViaLatinahaslarge-

scale dimensions and impressive peristyle and apsidal
hall invitecomparisonwith imperialpalaceselsewhere,
forexamplethegreatapsidalhallsatthepalaceofCon-
stantine,Mediana (Moesia Superior; Serbia) and at the
palace of Galerius, Gamzigrad (Moesia Superior; Ser-
bia).9Theplanof thevilla had aperistylewith a large
adjoiningapsidalhall.Thewidthoftheperistyleis27m.
Ithasanapsewidthof25mandapsidalhalllengthof30
m,whichrepresentsaverylarge-scalestructure.Onthe
evidenceofrecentexcavations,asyetunpublished,itmay
bethattheapsidalhallwasaddedduringalaterbuilding
phaseandthatitmayhavehadadifferentconfiguration
tothatrevealedinthe1925plan.
These dimensions are larger than any found in the

Danube-Balkanregion including the three imperialpal-

8AdetailedaccountisavailableinAshby&Lugli1928,159,
160.
9SeethegazetteeroflateRomanvillasitessurveyedMulvin,
2002,73–105.

Fig. 1. Tor Marancia, Rome, Ground Plan (redrawn after H. Mielsche, 
Die römische Villa, Architektur und Lebensform, München 1987, p. 
860, fi g. 58).

________

Fig. 2. Centocelle, Rome, Ground Plan (redrawn after H. Mielsche, Die 
römische Villa, Architektur und Lebensform, München 1987, p. 92, fi g. 
69).

TorMaranciaandCentocelle:a comparativecontext

aces.10Thevilla that has elements that come closest in
sizeare thegreatapsidalhall atMedianawithapsedi-
ameterof13mandlengthofapsidalhallat26.5mand
theperistyleat30mwide(Fig.4).AtMedianatheplan
isstrictlysymmetricalwithaperistyle atthecentreofthe
plan.Adjacenttotheapsidalhallwasasmallerstructure
whichhasahexagonalcentralareawithtworectangular
nichesandonesemi-circularnicheopeningfromit.This
hasbeencalledanymphaeumbutitcouldpossiblybea
smalldiningarea.
Thevilla identifiedas the imperialpalaceatGamzi-

gradhasanumberofbuildingswithperistylesatthecen-
tre of their plan.The northwing comprises a series of
threeperistyles,leadingtodifferentapsedreceptionhalls
(Fig.5).Tothenorthofthemainresidencethere wasa
large apsidal room. Gamzigrad has two apsidal halls
measuringrespectfully15mand17m.Thetriconchand
quatreconchhallsarelinkedbyaroundroom.

ComparativeDiscussion

Function:imperialdistributionrelatestoTorMarancia

ThereareexamplesofvillasintheDanube-Balkanregion
wherethefortificationofvillacomplexesmaybedirectly
attributable to imperial intervention in the region in the
fourthcentury.Thiswas toguaranteefoodsupplymost
notablytothemilitaryservingontheRiverDanube.11

InPannonia,theconstructionoflargevillasiteswith
fortified perimeters adjacent to the main road, where
theentirecomplexcombinesaresidencewithfarmand
outbuildings including largegrain stores, isparticularly

10Forfurtherdiscussiononcomparativevillas:Mulvin,2002,
47–55.
11 The notion that the scale and uniformity of these villas
suggests they had an imperial function as state granaries has
beendiscussedelsewhere:Mócsy,1974,303–307,Toth,1989,
31–40,Christie1994,303–305andMulvin2002,34.

________
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Fig. 3. Above: Keszthely-Fenékpuszta, Pannonia Superior; Hungary 
(redrawn after M. Biró, “Roman Villas in Pannonia”, ActaArchHung 26,
1974, p. 47, fi g. 24). Also Keszthely-Fenékpuszta, Pannonia Superior; 
Hungary. To the left bottom: view across the grain store, building 19 
facing north-west. 

Fig. 4. Ságvár-Tricciana, Pannonia Inferior; Hungary (redrawn after E. 
Tóth, “Die spätrömische Festung von Iovia und ihr Gräberfeld”, Antike 
Welt 1, 1989, p. 32, fi g. 2).
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evident during the fourth century for example atKesz-
thely-Fenékpuszta(Fig.3),Ságvár-Tricciana(Fig.4)and
Alsóheténypuszta(Fig.5)andAnimperialedictfoundat
Ságvár-Tricciana (A.D. 379) (CodexTheod. xi, 36, 26)
provides evidence of imperial activity here during this
time. The similarity in the fortifications with the large
roundtowersandstraightwallsbetweenthesevillacom-
plexesisnotable.Whenviewedtogetherthesebuildings
could be considered as having been fortified to protect
largequantitiesofgrain,andpossiblyoperatedascentral-
iseddepotswithadegreeofimperialcontrol.
The imperialpalaceatGamzigradhadasimilarem-

phasisonperimeterfortification,andthepresencewithin
thepalacecomplexoftwograinstorebuildingsempha-
sisesthecapacityof theimperialresidenceforself-suf-
ficiency.12Similarly,theimperialpalaceofDiocletianat
Spalato,althoughinsomerespectsanexceptionalexam-
pleasafortifiedcomplex,itcombinespublic,administra-
tiveandprivateresidentialbuildingswithasimilarem-
phasisonimperialself-sufficiency.
AtSpalato, thepresenceof thequatreconchhall ad-

jacenttotheapsidalreceptionhallshouldalsobenoted.
Therigidityandorderoftheplan,withrectangularrooms
side-by-sideandcontainedwithinfortifiedwalls,maybe
comparedtothefortifiedbuildingatMogorjelo(Dalma-
tia,Croatia). It is suggested thatMogorjelowas linked
toDiocletian’sPalaceasaformofrefugeorsupplemen-
taryresidencebuildingfortheemperor.13Mogorjelohas
asimilarlywell-orderedplan,enclosedindefencewalls

withengagedcornertowersandthreegateways.Thear-
rangement of the residential quarters along the south-
westwallofthebuilding,withtheserviceroomsarranged
aroundtheotherthreesidesoftheinternalwalls,wasan
efficient use of space and light.The rectangular rooms
placedalong the interiorwallsatMogorjelocouldsug-
gestthattheseroomswereusedforstablinganimalson
thegroundfloorwith theupperfloordedicated to farm
management.AtbothSpalatoandMogorjelo,theformof
these small rectangular rooms placed side-by-sidewith
doorwaysopeningoutontothecentralspaceisfoundalso
inuseinotherexamplesofTetrarchicmilitaryarchitec-
ture.
LikewiseatTorMaranciatheseparateareawithase-

ries of closely interconnecting roomsmay have been a
publicor administrativearea, as is suggestedabove for
similarroomsintheDanube-Balkanvillas.Inparticular,
while the larger rooms closer to the peristyle aremore
likelytohavebeendevotedtosleepingquartersorother
privateuses,therestillremainalargenumberofsmaller
closely-knit rooms, forming thewarrenof rooms in the
southeastquadrantofthegroundfloorofTorMarancia.
Inabuildingofthisscalelocatedonvaluablelandsclose
to the city ofRome and forming part of the important
social and economic fabric of the suburbium ofRome,
thereisapossibilitythattheseroomsweredevotedtothe
administrationandoperationoftheestate.Intheabsence
ofanypositiveindicationthattheywereusedforindus-
trialorstoragepurposes,thesimilarityofthisplanwith
administrativequartersinotherlargefourthcenturyvillas
suchasSpalatoandMogorjelosupportsaconclusionthat

TorMaranciaandCentocelle:a comparativecontext

12ForGamzigrad,seeSrejovic1983,31–45.
13Wilkes1993,75–77.

________

Fig. 5. Alsóheténypuszta, Pannonia Superior, Hungary (redrawn after E. 
Tóth, “Die spätrömische Festung von Iovia und ihr Gräberfeld”, Antike 
Welt, 1, 1989, p. 32, fi g. 3).

Fig. 6. Diocletian’s Palace, Spalato, Dalmatia; Croatia (redrawn after 
J.J. Wilkes, Diocletian’s palace at Split. Residence of a retired  Roman 
emperor, Sheffi eld 1986, reprinted Oxford 1993, p. 59, fi g. 9).
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theseroomsinthevillaatTorMaranciamayhavehadan
administrativefunction.
ItistruethatTorMarancia,unliketheDanube-Balkan

examplestowhichIhavereferred,wasaprivateestate.
Nonetheless, thevilla isknowntohavebeenownedby
personswhowerehadconnectiontotheimperialfamily
andtherefore,quitepossibly,totheimperialadministra-
tion.Furthermore,theneedforaplacetoconducttheor-
derlybusinessoftheestateincludingroomstowhichthe
publicmighthavehadaccesswouldapplyequally toa
largeprivatedomaininitsinteractionswiththemarketas
toavillaformingpartoftheimperialsystemforsupport-
ingandsupplyingtheRomanarmyintheprovinces.

Form:Typology:peristyletriconchplan

InRoman villas the necessity of entertaining and con-
ductingadministrativeaffairsundertheoneroofwasusu-
allyansweredbymaintainingacleardistinctionbetween
public andprivate space.Columella (DeReRustica, 1,
6,1) states that the sizeof thevillaand thenumberof
itspartsshouldbeinproportiontothewholeenclosure
andthatthepropertyshouldbedividedintothreeparts:
parsurbana –alargeresidencefortheowner,familyand
friendstoresideineitherasaretreatfromthecityoras
apermanentdwellingseparatedfromtheworkingpartof
thevilla;parsrustica–thefarmingand/orindustrialpart
ofthecomplex,includingquartersfortheoverseer,slaves
and livestock,beingaprofitableorganisation supplying
produceforthevillaitselfandthentothelocalmarkets
andusuallyaffordingtopaytaxesleviedbyRome; and
parsfructuria– thestorehouseforwintersuppliesand
surplus.Often, thecombinationofaperistylecourtyard
and a triclinium could be used for entertaining while
other parts of the villawere detailed for agriculture or
administrativefunctions.
Inlaterantiquityforsomevillassuchasthoseforex-

ampleatTorMarancia,anoutercourtyardwithadjoining
roomswasthe“publicspace”whereasaninnerperistyle
becameaprivatespacewithlargermorespaciousrecep-
tionfacilitiesforintimateguests.Theprofusionofsmall-
erinterconnectedroomsandhallswhichwouldhavebeen
capableofaccommodatingalargenumberofoccupants
were likelyservant’squartersoradministrativequarters
withapublicfunction.Theapsidalhallcouldserve the
dualfunctionofreceivingguestsandasadininghallei-
thertakenonitsownorwithanyadjacentdiningcham-
berortriclinium.ForexampletheapsidalhallatGamzi-
gradwaslinkedbyaperistyletoaseparatetriconchand
quatreconchdiningchamber(Fig.8). Equally,thepalace
identifiedas thatofConstantineatMedianahasa large
apsidalhallandadjacent triconchdininghall (Fig.9&
Fig.9a).
SuchisthecaselikewisewithCentocellewheretheap-

sidalhallcouldfunctionasbothreceptionhallanddining
area.Attheimperiallevelthelargersizereceptionrooms
wouldhave accommodated the appropriate grandeur of
scaleofsuchgatherings,butsotoo,moregenerally,the
presence of a grand reception hall is an essential ele-
mentinmanylateRomanvillas.Heavysymbolismwas
attachedtotheapsidalhallframingtheImperialthrone.
Theapsidalhallbecomestheroominanimperialpalace
where consultations, recitations, meetings and lectures
wereconducted.14

Thisemphasisonthereceptionhalliscomplemented
by the development of the triclinium (tri-kline or three
couches) thatfirst appearedas a rectangular roomwith
three couches.With the development of the apse as a

Lynda Mulvin

Fig. 7. Mogorjelo, Dalmatia; Bosnia/Hercegovina (redrawn after N. 
Duval, “Mogorjelo, camp ou palais?” Starinar n.s. 40-41, 1989-1990) 
(Belgrade 1991) Fig. 1, p. 256). Also Mogorjelo, Dalmatia; Bosnia-
Hercegovina (Photo author’s own).

14 Formoredetaileddiscussionof the functionof the apsidal
dininghall,thetriconchhallandcomparativeexamplesofother
fourthcenturyprovincialvillassuchasPiazzaArmerina,where
thesearchitecturalelementsarepresent,seeMulvin2002,40–
43;Lavin1962,1–29andTamm1963,17–60.

________
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Fig. 8. Gamzigrad, Moesia Superior; Serbia (re-surveyed and redrawn after D. Srejovic, (ed.), Roman imperial towns and palaces in Serbia, Sirmium, 
Romuliana and Naissus, Belgrade 1993). Also Gamzigrad, Moesia Superior; Serbia, apsidal hall (Photo author’s own).
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decorativeaspect toahall fromthesecondcentury, the
rectangularcouchwaswidelyreplacedbyasemi-circular
couch,thestibadium,whichfittedintotheapse.Itisatall
eventsacceptedthatthestibadium couchbecamepopular
as an indoor feature from the third century, and that it
washousedusuallyintheapse.Bywayofinnovation,the
assemblingofthreeexedratocontainthestibadiumwas
firstseenatHadrian’sVillaatTivoli. In theexampleof
theScenicTricliniumatHadrian’sVilla,animperialdin-
inghallofimmenseproportions,thedininggroupwere
framedbyahugesemi-domedapseandenjoyeduninter-
ruptedviewsoftheGreatCanopicpool(Fig10).Inthis
examplethestibadiumcirclesthecurveoftheapseandis
surroundedbywateronallsides.Thelargehemicycleat
Centocellecouldhavebeensimilarlyusedasastibadium
which confirmsitsuseasafeatureofmainstreamRoman
villaarchitecture.
The quatreconch as seen at Tor Marancia, becomes

another characteristic element of late Roman villas. In
particular,thecombinationoftheapsidalhallandthetri-

conchdininghallisfamiliarfromtheimperialpalacesat
Spalato (triconch);Gamzigrad (which uses the formof
both the triconch and the quatreconch; and atMediana
(a variant consisting of an adjacent rectangular/apsidal
chamber, possibly anymphaeum or small dining area).
Therearealsoincidencesofmulti-apseddiningroomsfor
example the recentlydiscovered example atCercadilla,
Spain(Fig.11).15

Insummary,therefore,thevillasinTorMaranciaand
Centocelle exhibit features typical of developments in
villaarchitectureduringthefourthcenturyA.D.Asim-
portantvillasclosetothecentreoftheempire,theywere
influencedbyimperialdesign,andinturntheymaywell
have formedpartof thebodyofarchitecture that influ-
encedthedesignandconstructionofvillasofthisperiod
elsewhereintheempireincludingthecomparativeexam-
plesdiscussedhere.

Fig.10.Hadrian’sVilla,Stibadium,Viewfrom theScenicTriclinium
(Photo author’sown).

15Marquezetal.1992,1039–1047.

________

Fig.11.Cercadilla,Cordoba,Spain;Multi-apsedHall(Photoauthor’s
own).

Fig.9a.Mediana,MoesiaSuperior,SerbiaviewofReceptionHalland
ApsidalHall.

Fig.9.Mediana,MoesiaSuperior;SerbiaGroundPlan.
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Conclusion

In thisbriefcomparativeexcursus theevidenceofform
hasbeenusedworkingfromtheonlyremainingevidence
in secondarysources, in these twovillasandhavesug-
gestedthatthescaleandformofoneCentocelle,andthe
detailandarrangementofTorMaranciaaresuchthatthey
reflecttwoofthemainconclusionsthatIdrewfrommy
owncomparativestudyofLateRomanVillaselsewhere
andinparticularintheDanube-Balkanregion.
Thefirstsuchconclusion is thatcertainof the larger

villaseitherinthecountrysideorinthesuburbiumofthe
main cities, particularlyRome, servedmore than a do-
mestic or private purpose andmaywell havebeen for-
mally incorporated into the alimentary supply network
of the Roman system of administration. TorMarancia,
on the basis of its ownership, location, scale and form
presentsitselfasasuitablecandidateforinclusioninthis
categoryofvilla.Unlikecertainoftheothersidentifiedin
thecomparativeevidence,itdoesnotappeartohavebeen
speciallyfortified,butitshouldbeborneinmindthatits
locationclosetoRomeallowedforgreatersecuritythan
moreremotevillasinthecountryside.
Thesecondpoint,thistimerelatingtobothvillasun-

derdiscussion, is that theevidence frommyowncom-
parativestudyandotherstudiesisthattherewasanotable
shift towardsaformalarrangementofroomsto include
theapsidalhall,andthetriconchhallassociatedwiththe
peristyleamongthemoreimportantvillasofthesecond
andthirdcenturyA.D.Thisinturnwasveryprobablyin-
fluencedby Imperial architecturaldevelopments,which
hadaremarkablereachthroughouttheRomanprovinces
especiallyintheDanube-Balkanregionwheretherewere
threeimperialpalaces.
Fromthisperspectiveitisnosurprisetofindthatthese

largescaleandevidentlyimportantvillasattheheartof
theurbsofRomewereplannedaround theseelements.
AlthoughthevillaatCentocelledoesnothaveatriconch
orquatreconchelement,thescaleofitsapsidalhalland
peristyle arrangement places it firmlywithin themain-
streamoflateRomanvillaarchitecture.TheplanofCen-
tocelle is howevermore consistentwith an earlier plan
type,forexampleHadrian’svilladatingfromthesecond
century. In addition, unlike the villa at Tor Marancia,
whoseprofusionofroomssuggestsapublicfunction,the
recordedevidenceforCentocelleismoreconsistentwith
apurelyprivatefunction.
Atneither site is there recordedevidenceof anyad-

joiningcomplexofstoragefacilitiesorindeedoffortified
perimeterwalls.Ononelevel,thismightprovideastrong
indicationthattheselandswerenotdevotedtoimportant
agricultural activities requiring the storage of produce
and its protection fromoutside threats. Inparticular, in
theabsenceofsuchevidenceorofanycontemporarylit-
erarysource,thepossibilitycannotberuledoutthatthese
buildingswere entirely domestic or senatorial.Howev-
er, as amatter of probability I think it very likely that
theyhadanagriculturalpurposetoo.Thesevillasinthe
suburbiumofRomearenot located in remoteareas re-

quiring the protection of scarce resources destined for
the Imperial army. Furthermore, if I am correct about
Tor Marancia being a later complex dating from the
fourthcenturyandthereforeaftertheconstructionofthe
walls of Rome in 270AD, it would have been natural
and almost required for it to incorporate some element
of protection against raiders as well as for it to make
some provision for self-sufficiency. The outbuildings
and perimeter walls, if any, have not been unearthed,
but there is a clue, suggested by the presence of the
nearby temple, that the complex of buildings there ex-
tended to a much wider area than the excavated field.
Afinalpoint,whichrelatesmorecloselytothetheme

of theconference,arisesfromtheconsiderationthatal-
though these villa complexeswere each integrated into
the special socio-economic environment of the urbs of
Rome,thatenvironmentchangedovertimefromoneof
relative security to one of relative insecurity. Develop-
ments in thelateRomanvillaplanassociatedwithnew
architectural innovations were therefore accompanied
bymorepragmaticinnovationsdictatedbytheneedfor
greatersecurityandgreaterself-sufficiency.Althoughnot
reflectedinthearchaeologicalrecord,itisdifficulttoim-
aginehowvillasofthisscalecouldhavefunctionedand
survivedwithoutmakingprovisionfortheseneeds.
FollowingthefallofRomeintheearlyfifthcentury,

the system that supported these villas and largely gave
themdefinitionwasnolongerfunctioning,andifthepat-
ternofoccupationseenelsewhereintheempirewasrep-
licatedhereonemight speculate that thesevillas could
havebecometheheartofcommunalsettlementswithan
expandednumberofoutbuildingsandsomeouterperim-
eterfortification.

LyndaMulvin
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