Sodom & Gomorrah
Genesis 18-19

God answered Abraham’s faithful prayerand showed mercy to Iotby
rescuing him from wicked people.
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The Story

Intro d uc tio n:

Sally’s birthday was coming up, and she
knew just what she wanted. The camivalwas
coming to town, and she wanted to ride on
the Ferris wheel Sally talked to herdad, and
told him what she wanted.

But when Sally’sbirthday came, she
wasn’t atthe camival Instead, she wasonan
airplane, heading to Florida. She wasgoing to
Disney Word with hermom and dad! She
didn’t getto go to the camival, but she got
something better!

Ourparentsdon’t always give us what
we askfor. But God alwaysanswersour
prayers. Sometimes He hasto say no, because
we want something that would hurt us.
Sometimes He givesusexactly what we asked
for. And sometimes He gives us something
even better.

Sodom & Gomomah

The Iord and the two angelsleft
Abraham’shome and started walking
toward the city of Sodom. Abraham went
along with them.

The Iord said to Abraham, “Thave
heard thatthe people ofSodom and
Gomomah are doing temble sins. Iwillgo
there now and see iftheyare asevilasI
have heard.”

The two angelscontinued walking
toward Sodom, butthe Iord stayed with
Abraham. Now, Abraham knew that the
Iord planned to destroy the wicked citie s
0fSodom and Gomomah. But hisnephew
Iotlived in the city of Sodom, and
Abraham didn’t want Iot and his family to
be destroyed. So Abraham spoke boldly
to the Lord. “Are you going to destroy the
good people along with the evilones?
Suppose there are 50 believersin the city.
Youdon’t wantto destroy the good
people along with the evilones. You are
the Judge ofallthe earth. You alwaysdo
wha't is rig ht.”

The Iord answered, “¥Ifind 50
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believersin Ssdom, Iwilnotdestroy the
city.”

Then Abraham spoke again to the
Iord, “Iknow thatIam not worthy to ask
thisof You, Lord, but suppose there are
only45 beleversin Sodom? Wilyou
destroy the whole city because there were
just five fewerthan 50 believers?”

Again the lord answered, “¥Ifind 45
believersin Ssdom, Iwilnotdestroy the
city.”

Abraham went from 45 to 40 to 30 to
20. Fnally, Abraham said, “Iord,do notbe
angry with me if laskone more time.
Suppose there are 10 believersin Sodom?”

And the Iord answered, “Iwilnot
destoy Sodom ifthere are 10 believers
there.”

Then the Iord wenton Hisway, and
Abraham wentbackhome.

Now the two angelscame to Sodom
in the evening, and Lot wassitting at the
gate ofthe city. When Iotsaw them, he
begged them to spend the night at his
house. He made a feastforthem to eat.
Before they wentto bed that night, the
men ofthe city sumounded Iot’shouse.
They knew thatIlothad two guestsat his
house. Theycalled to Iot, and told him to
send the guestsoutofthe house. Those
wicked men wanted to hurt the two
“men”. They wanted to do very wicked
thing s to them.

Iotdidn’t want anyone to hurt his
guests. He wentoutto talkto the wicked
menofSodom. “Don’tdo these wicked
things,” he begged. Butitdidn’thelp.
They threatened to do even worse things
to Iot,instead! When they tried to break
down the door, the angelsinside reached
outofthe house and pulled Lot into the
house, and shutthe door. Then the angels
made the wicked men outside become
blind. Even thisdidn’t make the men stop!
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They ke pt trying to find the door, but they
could not. Finally they were tired of trying
to find the door, and they left.

Then the angelsasked Iot, “Do you
have anyone else here? Getallofyour
relativesand take them outofhere,
because we willdestroy thiscity soon. The
Iord hassentusto destroy it.”

So [Iotwentoutand spoke to his
sons-in-law, but they just thought he was
joking .

When moming came, the angels
told Iot, “Huny! Thke yourwife and your
two daughtersand getoutofthisplace or
you willbe destroyed along with the city!”

Still Lo t and his family did not huny.
So the angelsheld them by the hand, and
led them outofthe city. Then one angel
said, “Escape foryourlife! Go to the
mountains, and don’tlookback!”

Iotand histwo daughterswere
saved,butlot’'swife wasnot. She looked
backatthe buming city, and she was

Activity One - We need to take allofour
problemsto God in prayer. We know that He

alwayshearsourprayers, and answersthem.

Make a prayerlistby saying one thing to pray for

oneach fingerofthe praying hands.
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tumed into a pillarofsalt.

Eary the next moming, Abraham
looked toward Sodom and Gomomah. He
saw cloudsofsmoke, and he knew that
God had destroyed the cities. But God
had also answered Abraham’sprayer. He
had led Intand Iot'sfamilyoutofSodom,
and they were safe in the mountains.

Iothad a verybad problem. He
was living in a wicked city, and wasin
dangerofbeing bumed up with the city!
But God didn’tforgetabout him. God sent
angelsto save Iot.

We have a problem thatiseven
worse than Iot'sproblem. We are living in
a wicked word, and we deserve to go to
hellbecause ofoursins. But God didn’t
forgetaboutus. God sent His Son to die on
the crossand save usfrom oursins.
Because we believe thatJesusdied to
forgive oursins, we willgo to heaven to live
forever!
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Ac tiv1ty TWo -Make a salt sculpture asa reminderofthe passage in Iuke 17:32 -
“Rememberlot' swife.” kisa waming against loving sin and loving the world.

REC IPES FO R SAILTSC ULPTURE
1. Combine 1 cup saltand Y2cup comstarch 2. Thisrecipe hasthe advantage ofnot
with 3/4 cup cold water needing to be cooked.
Mix the ingredientstogetherin a double boiler 2 partstable salt
and heat, stiming constantly for2 or3 minutes lpartflour
until thick. Remove the mixture from the heat, water
allow to cool, and then knead forseveral Mix the salt, flour, and waterinto a dough-lke
minutes untilan even consistency is attained. consistency. Breakoffsmallpieces, form into
kisnow ready foruse. Thisclay doesn’t shrink ball, and pierce with a toothpick. Iet dry,
when drying. Ewillharden to the consistency then string. You have a saltbead necklace.

ofstone. Ewon’tpowder.

Note:make the clay before class. Have squaresofwaxpaperready forthe c hidre n to
place theirsculpturesonto dry. Arollofmasking tape and a penare handy to make quick
labelsto slap onto the waxpaper.

Ac tivity Thre e - Colorthe map showing different placesyou are when the ORD is
nearto you. Psalms 145:18 - “ The IORD isnearto allwho callupon Hm.” We need Him to
be nearusallthe time, and everywhere.
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God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful

Passages

wond.

Inke 17:32 - “Rememberlot swife.”

Psalms 145:18 - “ The IORD isnearto allwho callupon Him.”

Hymn-TH#428+v.1,2,4

Iam trusting Thee, Iord, Je sus,
Trusting only Thee;

Trusting Thee forfullsalvation,
Greatand free.

Iam trusting Thee forpardon;
At'Thy feetIbow,

ForThy grace and tendermercy
Trusting now.

Iam trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shaltlead,

Ev’ry day and hoursupplying
Allmyneed.

Prayer

“Oh, Be Careful’” - Sung to the tune “FYou’re Happy
and You Know it, Clap YourHands..”

Oh,be carefullittl eyeswhatyousee,(pointto eyes)
Oh, be carefullittle eyeswhatyousee,

Forthe Fatherup above islooking down in love,
(point up)

So be carefullittle eyeswhatyousee.(pointto eyes)

Oh, be carefullittle ears, whatyou hear, (point to
ears

Oh, be carefullittle earswhatyou hear,

Forthe Fatherup above islooking down in love,
(point up)

So be carefullittle ears whatyou hear. (pointto ears)

Deardesus, Thank You fortaking care ofusallthe time. Thank You forprotecting us from
danger. Mostofall, thank You forsaving usfrom oursinsso we willgo to heaven. Amen.
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Sodom & Gomorrah
Genesis 18-19

God answered Abraham’s faithful prayerand showed mercy to Iotby
rescuing him from wicked people.
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The Story

Intro duc tion:

Prepare the following recipe and shape
into a person:

SATT'SC ULPTURE

Combine 1 cup saltand “2cup comstarch
with 3/4 cup cold water
Mix the ingredientstogetherin a double
boierand heat, stiming constantly for2 or3
minute s until thick. Remove the mixture
from the heat,allow to cool, and then
knead forseveralminutes untilan even
consistencyisattained. Eisnow ready for
use. Thisclay doesn’t shrink when drying. &k
wil harden to the consistency ofstone. k
won’tpowder.

“How could thisremind usofour
sins?” The answerwillbe given at the end
ofthe story.

Sodom & Gomomah

The Iord had come with two angels
and visited with Abraham, and had
promised that Abraham and Sarah would
soon have a baby son.

When the visit wasover, the Iord and
the two angelsgotup and started walking
toward the city of Sodom. Abraham went
along with them.

The Iord said to Abraham, “IThave
heard thatthe people of Sodom and
Gomormah are doing temble sins. Iwillgo
there now and see ifthey are asevilasI
have heard they are ornot.”

The two angelscontinued walking
toward Sodom, but the Iord stayed with
Abraham. Now, Abraham knew that the
Iord planned to destroy the wicked cities
ofSodom and Gomomah. But hisnephew
Iotlived in the city of Sodom, and
Abraham didn’t want Iot and his family to
be destroyed. So Abraham spoke boldly
to the Iord. “Are you going to destroy the
good people along with the evilones?
Suppose there are 50 believersin the city.
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Youdon’t wantto destroy the good
people along with the evilones. You are
the Judge ofallthe earth. You alwaysdo
what is right.”

The Iord answered, “KFIfind 50
believersin Sodom, Iwilnot destroy the
city.”

Then Abraham spoke again to the
Iod, “ITknow that Iam not worthy to ask
thisof You, Iord, but suppose there are
only 45 believersin Sodom? Willyou
destroy the whole city because there were
just 5 fewerthan 50 believers?”

Again the Iord answered, “K Ifind 45
believersin Sodom, Iwilnot destroy the
city.”

Abraham went from 45 to 40 to 30 to
20. Finally, Abraham said, “Iord,do notbe
angry with me if laskone more time.
Suppose there are 10 believersin Sodom?”

And the Iord answered, “Iwillnot
destroy Sodom ifthere are 10 believers
there.”

Then the Iord wenton Hisway, and
Abraham wentbackhome.

Now the two angelscame to Sodom
in the evening, and Iot wassitting at the
gate ofthe city. When Iot saw them, he
begged them to spend the night at his
house. He made a feastforthem to eat.
Before they wentto bed that night, the
men ofthe city sumounded Iot's house.
They knew that Iot had two guestsat his
house. Theycalled to Iot, and told him to
send the guestsoutofthe house. Those
wicked men wanted to hurt the two
“men”. They wanted to do very wicked
thing s to them.

Iotdidn’t want anyone to hurt his
guests. He wentoutto talkto the wicked
menofSodom. “Don’tdo these wicked
things,” he begged. Butitdidn’thelp.
They threatened to do even worse things
to Iot, instead! When they tried to break
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down the door, the angelsinside reached
outofthe house and pulled Iotinto the
house, and shut the door. Then the angels
made the wicked men outside become
blind. Even thisdidn’t make the men stop!
They ke pt trying to find the door, but they
could not. Finally they were tired of trying
to find the door, and they left.

Then the angelsasked Iot, “Do you
have anyone else here? Getallofyour
relativesand take them outofhere,
because we willdestroy this city soon. The
Iord hassentusto destroy it.”

So Iot went out and spoke to his sons-
in-law, but they just thought he was joking.

When moming came, the angelstold
Iot, “Hurry! Thke yourwife and yourtwo
daughtersand getoutofthisplace oryou
wilbe destroyed along with the city!”

Still Iot and his family did not hurmy.
So the angelsheld them by the hand, and
led them outofthe city. Then one angel
said, “Escape foryourlife! Go to the
mountains, and don’tlookback!”

Iotand histwo daughters were
saved, butlot'swife wasnot. She looked
backatthe buming city, and she was
tumed into a pillarofsalt.

Eardy the next moming, Abraham
looked toward Sodom and Gomomah. He
saw cloudsofsmoke, and he knew that
God had destroyed the cities. But God
had also answered Abraham’s prayer. He
had led Iotand Iot’'sfamilyoutofSodom,
and they were safe in the mountains.

Iothad a verybad problem. He was
living in a wicked city,and wasin danger
ofbeing bumed up with the city! But God
didn’t forget about him. God sentangels
to save Iot.

We have a problem thatiseven
worse than Iot'sproblem. We are living in
a wicked word, and we deserve to go to
hellbecause ofoursins. But God didn’t
forgetaboutus. God sent His Son to die on
the crossand save us from oursins. We will
go to heaven to live forever!

Ac tiVity One - Use the word box to answerthe follo wing que stio ns.

angels destroy ho use

prayed sa fe

Sodom wic ke d

1. Iothved in

2. 'The people 0fSodom and Gomomah were very

3. God planned to Sodom and Gomomah.

4. Abraham to God to save the citiesforlot' ssake.

5. 'The men who stayed with Iot were really

6. 'The menofSodom tried to getinto Iot's

7. Although Sodom and Gomomah were destroyed, Iot and hisdaughters were
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Activity TWO - We need to take allofourproblemsto God in prayer. We know that He
alwayshearsourprayers,and answersthem. Make a prayerlist by writing one thing to pray
foroneach fingerofthe praying hands.

God
shows
mercy to
us by
re sc uing
us from
Satan and
this sinful
woud.
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Activity Three - Use a red crayon to underine the sentencesthat show oursin.
Use a yellow crayon to underine the sentencesthat show oursalvation.

The men ofSodom wanted to hurt the angels.

Iotwasslow in leaving the city of Sodom.

Iot'swife looked backat Sodom.

We love the word and the thingsin the wordld more than we love God.

We know thatJesusdied to take away oursins.

We don’t want to listen to God.

We willlive n heaven forever.

® NS ok -

Oursins are forgiven.

Passages

Iuke 17:32 - “Rememberlot s wife.” Psalms 145:18 - “ The IORD isnearto al
who callupon Him.”

Hymn - TH#459 v. 1-3

Come, my soul, thy suit prepare, Thou art coming to a King,
Jesuslovesto answerprayer, ILarge petitions with thee bring;
He Himselfhasbid thee pray, ForHisgrace and pow’rare such
Therefore wilnotsay thee nay. None caneverasktoo much.

With my burden Ibegin:

Iord, remove thisload of sin;

Iet'Thy blood, forsinners spilt,

Setmy conscience free from guilt. Amen.

Prayer

Deardesus, We are sonry that we don’t listen to You the way we should. Please help
usto rememberto come to Youin prayer,and remind usthat You alwayshearand answer
ourprayers. Thank You also fortaking care ofusallthe time. Thank You forprotecting us
from danger. Mostofall, thank You forsaving us from oursins so we willgo to heaven.
Amen.
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Sodom & Gomorrah

Genesis 18-19

Do you like to watch hormormo vie s?

There are some really nasty people in those movies.
Well, there were some nasty people in the citiesofSodom and
Gomomah, too,and Lot found himse lf ight in the middle ofa

re al-life homor.
Prayer

Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
Jesuslovesto answerprayer;
He Hmselfhasbid thee pray, sin;

Therefore wilnotsay thee nay.

With my burden Ibegin:
Iord, emove thisload of

IetThy blood, forsinne rs spilt,

Setmyconscience free from guilt. Amen.

The Story - Genesis 18:16-19:29

Genesis 18:16 Then the men rose
from there and looked toward Sodom, and
Abraham went with them to send them on
the way. {17} And the IORD said, "Shalll
hide from Abraham whatIam doing, {18}
"since Abraham shallsurely become a
greatand mighty nation, and allthe
nationsofthe earth shallbe blessed in
him? {19} "Forlhave known him,inorder
thathe maycommand hischidren and his
household afterhim, thatthey keep the
way ofthe IORD, to do righte ousne ss and
justice, thatthe IORD may bring to
Abraham what He hasspoken to him."

{20} And the IORD said, "Be c ause
the outcryagainst Sodom and Gomomah is
great,and because theirsinisvery grave,
{21} "Iwilgo down now and see whether
they have done altogetheraccording to
the outcry againstitthathascome to Me;
and ifnot, Iwillknow."

{22} Then the men tumed away from

there and wenttoward Sodom, but
Abraham stillstood before the LORD. {23}
And Abraham came nearand said,
"Would You also destroy the righte ous with
the wicked? {24} "Suppose there were fifty
rig hte o us within the city; would You also
destroy the place and notspare it forthe
fifty righte ousthat were in it? {25} "Farbe it
from You to do suc h a thing asthis, to slay
the righte ous with the wic ked, so that the
righteousshould be asthe wicked; farbe it
from You! Shallnotthe Judge ofallthe
earth do right?"

{26} So the IORD said, "if Ifind in
So d o m fifty rig hte o us within the city, then I
willspare allthe place fortheirsakes."

{27} Then Abraham answered and
said, "lndeed now, Iwho am butdustand
asheshave takenitupon myselfto speak
to the Lord: {28} "Suppose there were five
le ss than the fifty righte ous; would You
destroy allofthe city forlackoffive?"

God’s Hand in Our Lives
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So He said, "If I find there forty-five, I
wilnotdestroy it."

{29} And he spoke to Hm yet again
and said, "Suppose there should be forty
found there?"

So He said, "Iwilnotdo it forthe sake
offorty."

{30} Then he said, "Tet notthe Iord be
angry,and Iwilspeak: Suppose thirty should
be found there?"

So He said, "Iwilnotdo itif Ifind thirty
there."

{31} And he said, "Indeed now,Ihave
taken it upon myself to speak to the Iord:
Suppose twenty should be found there?"

So He said, "Twillnotdestroy it forthe
sake oftwenty."

{32} Then he said, "Iet not the Iord be
angry, and I will speak but once more:
Suppose ten should be found there?"

And He said, "Iwilnot destroy it forthe
sake often."

{33} So the [IORD went Hiswayassoon
as He had finished speaking with Abraham;
and Abraham retumed to hisplace.

Genesis 19:1 Now the two angels
came to Sodominthe evening,and Iot was
sitting in the gate ofSodom. When Iot saw
them, he rose to meet them,and he bowed
himse If with hisface toward the ground. {2}
And he said, "Here now, my lords, please
turmnin to yourservant'shouse and spend the
night,and wash yourfe e t;then you may rise
eardy and go onyourway."

And theysaid, "No, but we will spend
the night in the open square."

{3} But he insisted strongly; so they
tumed in to him and entered hishouse. Then
he made them a feast, and baked
unleavened bread, and they ate. {4} Now
before they lay down, the men of the city,
the men of Sodom, both old and young, all
the people from every quarter, sumounded
the house. {5} And they called to Lot and
said to him, "Where are the men who came
to youtonight? Bring them outto usthat we
may know them camally."
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{6} So Iot went out to them through
the doorway, shut the door behind him, {7}
and said, "Please, my brethren,do notdo so
wickedly! {8} "See now,Ilhavetwo daughters
who have notknown a man; please,letme
bring them out to you,and you may do to
them asyou wish; only do nothing to these
men,since thisisthe reasontheyhave come
underthe shadow of my roof."

{9} And theysaid, "Stand back!"Then
theysaid, "Thisone came into stayhere,and
he keeps acting as a judge; now we wil
dealworse withyouthanwiththem."So they
pressed hard against the man Iot, and
came nearto breakdown the door.

{10} But the men reached out their
hands and pulled Iot into the house with
them,and shutthe door.{11} And the y struc k
the men who were at the doorway of the
house with blindness, both smalland great,
so thattheybecame wearytrying to find the
door.

{12} Then the men said to Iot, "Have
you anyone else here? Son-in-law, yoursons,
yourdaughters,and whomeveryou have in
the city;take them outofthisplace! {13} '"For
we wil destroy this place, because the
outcryagainst them hasgrowngreatbefore
the face ofthe IORD,and the IORDhassent
usto destroy it."

{14} So Iot wentoutand spoke to his
sons-in-law, who had mamed hisdaughters,
and said, "Getup, get out of this place; for
the LORD will destroy this city!" But to his
sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.

{15} When the moming dawned, the
angelsurged Iotto humnry, saying, "Arise, ta ke
yourwife and yourtwo daughters who are
here, lest you be consumed in the
punishment ofthe city."

{16} And while he lingered, the men
took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and
the hands of histwo daughters, the LORD
being mercifulto him,and theybrought him
out and set him outside the city. {17} So it
came to pass,whentheyhad broughtthem
outside,that he said, "Escape foryo urlife ! Do
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notlookbehind younorstayanywhere inthe
plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be
destroyed."

{18} Then Iotsaid to them, "Please, no,
my lords! {19} "mdeed now,yourservant has
found favor in your sight, and you have
mcreased your mercy which you have
shown me by saving my life; but Icannot
escape to the mountains, lest some evil
overtake me and Idie. {20} "See now, this
cityisnearenough to flee to, and itis a little
one;please letme escape there (isit not a
little one?) and my soulshalllive."

{21} And he said to him, "See, I have
favored you conceming this thing also, in
that Iwilno tove rthro w thisc ity forwhic hyou
have spoken. {22} "Huny, escape there.Forl
cannot do anything until you arrive there."
Therefore the name ofthe city wascalled
Zoar.

{23} The sun had risen upon the earth

when Iotentered Zoar. {24} Then the LORD
rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and
Gomomah, from the IORD out of the
heavens. {25} So He overthrew those cities,
allthe plain, allthe inhabitants ofthe cities,
and what grew on the ground. {26} But his
wife looked back behind him, and she
became a pillarofsalt.

{27} And Abraham wenteary in the
moming to the place where he had stood
before the IORD. {28} Then he looked
toward Sodom and Gomomah, and toward
allthe land ofthe plain; and he saw, and
behold, the smoke ofthe land which went
up like the smoke ofa fumace.

{29} And it came to pass, when God
destroyed the citiesofthe plain, that God
remembered Abraham, and sentlotoutof
the midst of the overthrow, when He
overthrew the citiesin which Iot had dwelt.

OuterAim - God answered Abraham’s faithful prayerand showed mercy to Iotby

rescuing him from wicked people.

Inner Aim - God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful world.

What the Story Tells Us -Decide whethereach sentence istrue orfalse. Kitis true, write
Tinthe blank. Kitisfalse, write the word(s) thatwould change the underined word(s) to make

the sentence true.

© % N e ok L -
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The angelswentto the city of Sodom.

Iot prayed to God to save the city of Sodom forthe sake ofthe believers.

Iot invited the angelsto stay athishouse.
_The menofSodom tried to breakIot' samm.

Iotoffered to give himselfto men ofSodom ifthey’d leave the angelsalone.

Iot'ssons-in-law wanted to leave the city.

__Iotwanted to escape to Zoarinstead ofthe mountains.

_Iot'swife wastumed into a pillarofmarble.

The citiesofSodom and Gomomah were saved.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Match the folowing passagesto theirmeaning. Use the se
passagesformemorzing and study.

1.

_____ Psalm 145:18 - The IORDisnearto

allwho callupon Him, to all who call
upon Him in truth.

Iuke 17:32 Rememberlot'swife.

_____ IJohn 2:15 Do notlove the world
or the things in the world. i anyone
lovesthe wondd, the love ofthe Fatheris

notin him.

_____ Hebrews 1:14 Are they not all
ministe ring sp iritsse nt fo rth to ministe rfor
those who wilinherit salvation?

_____ 2 Tmothy 1:8-9 ... who hassaved
usand called uswith a holy calling, not
according to ourworks, butaccording
to His own purmpose and grace which
was given to us in Christ Jesus before
time began.

A.

We canleam how God feelsabout sin
when we leam aboutlot swife.

Angels are taking good care of the
believers.

God doesn’t take us to heaven
because we are good (we aren’t
good!),butbecause He isgood.

God hears our prayers and answers
them.

We should not love anything more than
we love God.

YourTum - Unscramble the lettersfrom the wordsof1 Timo thy 2:3-4 and put the le tte rsin the
box.Then use the numbered boxesto make the Bible passage from Inke 17:32at the bottom.

DGO RUO SIOAVR
SEERISD . 1 IAL . ENM | | |
OT | . FB | | || DAEVS AND TO
MECO q O THE
WHG O KENDL | OFMHERUI
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 | 11 ‘ 12 13 | 14 F 15
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Hymn TH414v 1,2,6
The maniseverblest
Who shunsthe sinners’ ways,

Among theircounselsneverstands,
Nortakesthe scomers’ place,

But makesthe Iaw ofGod
His study and delight

Amid the laborsofthe day
And watchesofthe night.

He knows,and He approves,

The way the righteousgo;

But sinnersand theirworks shallmeet
A dreadfuloverthrow.

Prayer

Deardesus, We are sorry that we don’t listen to You the way we should. Please help us to
rememberto come to You in prayer,and remind usthat You alwayshearand answerour
prayers. Thank You also fortaking care of us all the time. Thank You for protecting us from
danger. Mostofall, thank You forsaving usfrom oursinsso we wilgo to heaven. Amen.
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Sodom & Gomorrah

Genesis 18-19

We know thatevery person hasa reputation. But did you
know that some citiesorareasofa country also have a
reputation? The citiesofSodom and Gomorah also had a
reputation, and it wasa very bad reputation which waswell
deserved. let'ssee f you can match the place and its
re p uta tion.

! Bble Belt of the US- - Seattle, WA

I Gambling city in the US- - Arkansas,

! City where you go if you wantto be Tennessee
in the movies - -Salt Iake City, UT
Sta te s with hillb illie s - -IasVegas,

State with lotsofretired people -
New Age religion centered here-
Bigamists (men who have two

Nevada orAtlantic City, NJ

-San Fancisco, CA

-Forida orArizona

- the Southeastem section of the United States
-Hollywood orlos Angeles, CA

wives) live here -
! City fulofgay people -

Prayer
Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
Jesuslovesto answerprayer;

He Himselfhasbid thee pray,
Therefore wilnotsay thee nay.

With my burden Ibegin:

Iord, remove thisload ofsin;

IetThy blood, forsinne rs spilt,

Setmy conscience free from guilt. Amen.

The Story - Genesis 18:16-19:29

Genesis 18:16 Then the men rose from
there and lboked toward Sodom, and
Abraham went with them to send them on
the way. {17} And the IORDsaid,"ShalllThide
from Abraham whatIam doing, {18} "since
Abraham shallsurely become a greatand
mig hty nation, and all the nations of the
earthshallbe blessed in him? {19} "ForIhave
known him, norderthathe maycommand
hisc hidren and hishousehold afterhim, that
they keep the way of the LORD, to do
righte o usne ssand justic e ,thatthe JORDmay
bring to Abraham what He hasspoken to
him."

{20} And the IORD said, "Because the
outcry against Ssdom and Gomomah is

great, and because theirsin is very grave,
{21} "Twilgo down now and see whether
theyhavedonealtogetheraccording to the
outcryagainstitthat hascome to Me;and if
not, Iwilknow."

{22} Then the men tumed away from
there and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham still stood before the LORD. {23}
And Abraham came nearand said, "Would
You also destroy the righteous with the
wicked? {24} "Suppose there were Cfifty
righteous within the city; would You also
destroythe place and not spare it forthe fifty
righteousthat were in it? {25} "Farbe it from
You to do such a thing as this, to slay the
righteous with the wicked, so that the
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righteous should be asthe wicked; farbe it
from You!Shallnot the Judge ofallthe e arth
do right?"

{26} So the IORD said, "I Ifind in Sodom
fiftyrighte ous within the city, then Iwillspare
allthe place fortheirsakes."

{27} Then Abraham answered and said,
"mdeed now,Iwho am butdust and ashes
have taken it upon myself to speak to the
Lord: {28} "Suppose there were five lessthan
the fifty righteous; would You destroy allof
the city forlackoffive?"

So He said, "I find there forty-five, I wil
notdestroy it."

{29} And he spoke to Him yetagain and
said, "Suppose there should be forty found
there?"

So He said, "Iwilnotdo it forthe sake of
forty."

{30} Then he said, "let not the Iord be
angry,and Iwilspeak: Suppose thirty should
be found there?"

So He said, "Twillnot do it if I find thirty
there."

{31} And he said, "Indeed now, I have
taken it upon myself to speak to the Iord:
Suppose twenty should be found there?"

So He said, "Iwill not destroy it for the
sake oftwenty."

{32} Then he said, "Tet not the Iord be
angry, and I will speak but once more:
Suppose ten should be found there?"

And He said, "Twilnotdestroy it for the
sake often."

{33} So the [IORDwent Hswayassoonas
He had finished speaking with Abraham;
and Abraham retumed to hisplace.

Genesis 19:1 Now the two angelscame
to Sodom inthe evening,and lot wassitting
in the gate of Sodom. When Iot saw them,
he mse to meet them, and he bowed
himse lIf with hisface toward the ground. {2}
And he said, "Here now, my lords, please
turninto yourservant'shouse and spend the
night,and wash yourfe e t;then you mayrse
eardy and go onyourway."

And theysaid, No,butwe willspend the
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nightin the open square."

{3} But he insiste d strongly;so the ytume d
in to him and entered his house. Then he
made them afeast,and baked unleavened
bread,and theyate.{4} Now beforetheylay
down, the men of the city, the men of
Sodom, bothold and young, allthe people
from every quarter, sumounded the house.
{56} And they called to Iot and said to him,
"Where are the men who came to you
tonight? Bring them out to usthat we may
know them camally."

{6} S0 Iot wentoutto them through the
doorway, shut the doorbehind him, {7} and
said, "Please, my brethren, do not do so
wickedly! {8} "See now,lhavetwo daughters
who have notknown a man;please,letme
bring them out to you,and you maydo to
them as you wish; only do nothing to the se
men,sinc e thisisthe reason theyhave come
underthe shadow ofmymwof."

{9} And they said, "Stand back!" Then
theysaid, "Thisone came into stayhere,and
he keeps acting as a judge; now we wil
dealworse with you thanwiththem."So they
pressed hard against the man Iot, and
came nearto breakdown the door.

{10} Butthe menreached outtheirhands
and pulled Iotinto the house withthem,and
shut the door. {11} And they struc kthe men
who were at the doorwayofthe house with
blndness,bothsmalland great,so that they
became weary trying to find the door.

{12} Then the men said to Iot,"Have you
anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons,
yourdaughters,and whomeveryouhave in
the city;take themoutofthisplace! {13} '"For
we wil destroy this place, because the
outcryagainst them hasgrowngreatbefore
the face ofthe IORD,and the IORDhassent
usto destroy it."

{14} So Iot went out and spoke to his
sons-in-law, who had mamied hisdaughters,
and said, "Getup, get out of this place; for
the IORD will destroy this city!" But to his
sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.

{15} When the moming dawned, the
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angelsurged Iot to humry, saying, "Arise , ta ke
yourwife and yourtwo daughters who are
here, lest you be consumed in the
punishment ofthe city."

{16} And while he lingered,the mentook
hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the
handsofhistwo daughters, the LORDbeing
merciful to him, and they brought him out
and set him outside the city. {17} So it came
to pass, when they had brought them
outside,that he said, "FEscape foryo urlife ! Do
notlookbehind younorstayanywhere inthe
plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be
destroyed."

{18} Then Iot said to them, "Please, no,
my lord! {19} hdeed now, yourservant has
found favor in your sight, and you have
mcreased your mercy which you have
shown me by saving my life; but Icannot
escape to the mountains, lest some evil
overtake me and Idie. {20} See now,thisc ity
isnearenoughto flee to,and it isa little one;
please let me escape there (isit not a little
one?)and my soulshalllive." {21} And he
said to him, "See, I have favored you
conc eming this thing also, in that Iwillnot

overthrow this city for which you have
spoken. {22} "Huny, escape there. For I
cannot do anything until you amive there."
Therefore the name of the city wascalled
Zoar.

{23} The sun had risen upon the earth
when Iotentered Zoar. {24} Then the LORD
rained brimstone and firr on Sodom and
Gomomah, from the IORD out of the
heavens. {25} So He overthre w tho se cities,
allthe plain, allthe inhabitants ofthe cities,
and what grew on the ground. {26} But his
wife looked back behind him, and she
became a pillarofsalt.

{27} And Abraham went early in the
moming to the place where he had stood
before the ILORD. {28} Then he looked
toward Sodom and Gomomah,and toward
allthe land ofthe plain; and he saw, and
behold, the smoke ofthe land which went
up like the smoke ofa fumace.

{29} And it came to pass, when God
destroyed the citiesof the plain, that God
remembered Abraham,and sentIotoutof
the midst of the overthrow, when He
overthrew the citiesin which Iot had dwelt.

OuterAim - God answered Abraham’s faithful prayerand showed mercy to Iotby

rescuing him from wicked people.

What the Story Tells Us - Answerthese questionsaboutthe story.

Why did the angelsgo to Sodom?

© ® 2N e os W
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Why did Iotinvite them to stay with him?

Whatwere the men ofthe city trying to do?

Whathappened to S dom and Gomormah?

Why didn’t Iot’s sons-in-law go with the rest of Lot s family?

Iotwasafraid to go to the mountains when he escaped. Whatdid he askinstead?

Whatwasthe reputation ofthe city of Sodom?

Whatdo we also leam to do from Abraham’sprayer?

Whatsin did Iot’s wife committhatcaused herto be tumed into a pillarofsalt?
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Iookup each ofthese passagesin yourBble. Explain how each
ofthem appliesto the storyof Sodom and Gomormah. Thenexplain how eachofthem applies
to you.

Psalm 34:7-8

Inke 11:28

John 3:16

IBmo thy 1:8-9

ITimothy 4:18

Ttus 3:3-7

Inner Aim - God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful wodd.
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YourTum-Unscramble the wordsfrom the the Bble passage 1 Timothy2:3-4and putthe le tters
in the box. Then use the numbered boxesto make the Bble passage from Iuke 17:32 at the

bottom.

DGO RUO

10

SIOAVR

12

14

TAL

OT EB

11 6

DAEVS

AND TO

MECO

TO THE

WEG O KENDL

13

O F THE TRUTH.

10

11

12

13 14 15

Hymn - TTH414v 1,2, 6

The maniseverblest

Who shunsthe sinners’ ways,

Among their counsels never
stands,

Nortakesthe scomers’ place,

Prayer

But makesthe Iaw ofGod

His study and delight

Amid the laborsofthe day
And watchesofthe night.

He knows,and He approves,
The way the righteousgo;
But smners and their works
shallmeet
Adreadfuloverthrow.

Deardesus, We are sonry that we don’t listen to You the way we should. Please help us to
rememberto come to You in prayer,and remind usthat You always hearand answerour
prayers. Thank You also fortaking care ofusallthe time. Thank You for protecting us from
danger. Mostofall, thank You forsaving usfrom oursinsso we willgo to heaven. Amen.
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Sodom and Gomorrah

oT

Teacher’s Notes

God’s Hand in Our Lives

STORY
Sodom and Gomorrah - Genesis 18:16- 19:29

TEACHER PRAYER

Dear Lord God, protect me from the many dangers of body and soul that are all around me in this wicked
world. Let Your holy angels guard me so that no harm comes to me. I pray this also for my students that
You have called me to love and teach. In these formative years do not let this sinful world attract them and
lead them astray. Help them learn Your Word so that the message of Your love will keep them safe and
secure in Your flock. I ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.

VOCABULARY
righteous - one who believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior

OUTER AIM
God answered Abraham's faithful prayer and showed mercy to Lot by rescuing him from wicked people.

INNER AIM
God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful world.

BACKGROUND

Today's lesson is a continuation of last week's lesson. The three men (two angels and the Son of God) are
now about to leave Abraham. God had decided to destroy the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
because of their great wickedness. Their sins sent a great cry to heaven. What was their sin? Not
inhospitality--but homosexuality--a sin against God's law of man and woman sexual relationship. Cf.
Romans 1:26-27 "For even their

women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use
of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving
in themselves the penalty of their error which was due."

v.23-25

Abraham's bold faith - not cocky or presumptuous but taking God at His Word; trusting His mercy and
grace.

Luther's address to the Lord's Prayer: "with all boldness and confidence ask our dear Father."

James 5:16 says "The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."

v. 27
Note Abraham's humility as he realizes what he is before God

v. 31

How willing God is to withdraw His punishing hand and to forgive if the sinner will only turn from his evil
ways! The Lord wants "All men to be saved."(1 Timothy 2:4)

2 Peter 3:9 God is "not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance."

Exodus 34:6-7 He is a "compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness."

v. 32Not even for ten? Nothing could have shown more clearly than thesewords that God would much
rather bless than punish.
It is because of the believers even now that the word still stands and is not burned up by God's wrath.



v.2-3
Lot is like his uncle in that he is hospitable to the strangers.
Knowing the evil intent of the men of the city Lot encourages them not to sleep in the streets.

v. 4

The wickedness permeated both the old and the young. Total corruption is seen.
We see the extreme danger of putting ourselves into temptations.

Not only was Lot's faith tested daily, but his life was in danger. II Peter 2:7-8

v. 10-11
The Lord saved Lot by means of a miracle of His grace. II Peter 2:9
First article states "defends me against all danger, guards and protects me from all evil."

v. 14

Lot's daughters were pledged to be married to unbelievers.

They thought Lot was a fool. "Hell, it doesn't exist! End the world, you've got to be kidding!"  We still hear that
today. "God will punish. NO WAY!"

v. 15-16

Even Lot shows his weakness, at dawn he hesitates.

He was led out by the hand. Hebrews 1:14 calls angels "ministering spirits."
Abraham's fervent prayer had not been in vain. The believers were spared.

v. 17-20
Lot again shows his weak faith by not obeying the angels and does not go into the mountains. Would not the Lord
protect, provide and sustain him there as well?

v. 24

How did the cities burn? The sulphur from heaven ignited the mineral pitch mines - burned to ashes as stated in 2
Peter 2:6.

Sudden destruction upon an unsuspecting people.

The end of the world?

v. 26
Lust of the world, materialism had taken such a strong hold upon Lot's wife that she could not stand leaving -
parting from all she called her own. She took one last look - punishment was instantaneous. What a serious

warning to us ALL, especially in this materialistic society. "You cannot serve both God and mammon (riches)." 1
John 2:15-17, Luke 17:28-33

STUDENT PRAYER

Dear Savior, help me be more and more aware of the many temptations and dangers that are all around me. This
world is not a friend to us Christians. I thank You that through Your holy angels You are always watching over me
and all of Your children and protecting us daily from harm. I pray You keep my heart in Your Word ruled by the
Holy Spirit so that all that I think, say and do may be to Your glory. Lord, help me do this. Amen.
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APPLICATION
1. The effectiveness of prayer. Encourage our children to pray every day for all people. To continue to pray and
take God at His Word - He will answer according to His Will.

2. The Justice of God over against sin: God is a jealous God punishing those who reject Him, who refuse to submit
to His will. His justice must be met. IT HAS BEEN MET BY CHRIST!

3. The mercy of God toward All: God is also a loving God willing to forgive and save to the uttermost. May we
cast ourselves with repentant hearts upon God's mercy in Jesus Christ. It is because of Jesus' payment of our
punishment that we are under God's grace.

4. The serious danger of worldliness - materialism: it leads us to live only for this life and not for the eternity of
perfection and joy that Jesus has earned for us.

5. The warning especially today against homosexuality: about twenty years ago AIDS was just beginning, it wasn't
heard of much. Today it is one of the biggest plagues earth has seen. God will allow only so much of man's
haughty, proud rebellion. It is not God who makes a homosexual but the person allows his sinful lusts and desires
to take over his body.

6. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is a type or picture of Judgment Day. It will be total and unexpected
by all.

PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.

Lower
Psalm 145:18 - "The LORD is near to all who call upon Him."
Luke 17:32 - "Remember Lot's wife."

Middle
II Timothy 2:3-4 " - ...God our Savior, desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth."
[ John 2:15 - "Do not love the world or the things in the world."

Upper

James 5:16 - "The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."

II Peter 3:9 - “The Lord...is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance."

Hebrews 1:14 - "Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?”

HYMN CHOICES

Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare - TLH #45
The Man Is Ever Blest - TLH #414

And will the Judge Descend - TLH #610
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