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2011 WESTERN AND PACIFIC REGION ANNUAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

APRIL 1 TO APRIL 2, 2011
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Anchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau

Have a Funday on Sunday
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Professional Track Rasmussen Hall Room # 220

Time Seminar Topic Presenter/Descriptions

8:00 to 8:30 AM

8:30 to 9:45 AM Implementation Strategy for PE Licensure in Alaska Forum

9:45 to 10:30 AM Alaskan and Canadian Commity Forum

10:30 to 10:45 AM BREAK

10:45 to 11:45 AM Standard of Care Workshop
Facilitated Session between permit reviewers and Engineers to raise awareness and 

discuss Standard of Care concerns in Alaska.    

12:00 to 1:00 PM Lunch w/Keynote at the Sub S. Cafeteria Michael Hardy, PE, F.NPSE  - 2010/11 NSPE President

1:15 to 2:00 PM CA Workshop - Construction Delivery Methods Introduction Jeffery Callahan, Director - Division of Construction & Design Technology, UAA

2:00 to 2:45 PM CA Workshop - Construction Delivery and General Conditions & Spec's Clifford Marvin, Pres. - Construction Specification Institute Cook Inlet Chapter              

2:45 to 3:00 PM BREAK

3:00 to 3:45 PM CA Workshop - Construction Delivery and Engineering Liability Raymond H. Royce III, Esquire, Partner - Law Offices of Royce & Brain

3:45 to 4:30 PM CA Workshop - Construction Conflict Resolution Christian Muntean, MA, Executive Director - Beyond Borders  

Technical Track Allied Health Science Bldg Room # 106

Time Seminar Topic Presenter

8:00 to 8:30 AM

8:30 to 9:15 AM Port of Anchorage Expansion Project Brett Flint, PE, Chief Engineer - Integrated Concepts and Research Corporation

9:15 to 10:00 AM Update on the Knik Arm Crossing Michael Foster, PE, Owner - Michael L. Foster & Associates

10:00 to 10:15 AM BREAK

10:15 to 11:00 AM
Building on Snow: Design considerations and lessons learned from the 

South Pole Station and Summit Camp, Greenland
Dennis Berry, PE, President - BBFM Engineers, Inc.

11:00 to 11:45 AM Pile Foundations in Alaskan Permafrost Duane Miller, PE, Senior Geotechnical Consultant - Golder Associates

12:00 to 1:00 PM Lunch w/Keynote at the Sub S. Cafeteria Michael Hardy, PE, F.NPSE  - 2010/11 NSPE President

1:15 to 2:15 PM Ocean Renewable Engergy Doug Johnson, Alaska Projects Director - Ocean Renwable Power Company

2:15 to 3:15 PM Next Generation Wind-Diesel Systems in Alaska
Katherine Keith, PE, Coordinator                                                                                        

Wind-Diesel Appliation Center Coordinator (WiDAC)

3:15 to 3:30 PM BREAK

3:30 to 4:30 PM
Hydro-power Problems, Solutions, and Power Plant Optimization for a 

Sub Arctic Environment 

George Hornberger, GM - Iliamna-Newhalen-Nandalton Electric Cooperative                                

Brian C. Gray, PE, VP - Alaska Energy & Engineering, Inc.

Student - Professional Presentation - SUB S. Cafeteria

Time Seminar Topic Presenter

4:45 to 6:00 PM Leading Multi-Generational Teams Amanda Holland, Operations Manager - Administration Services Division, ADOT&PF
6:00 to 7:00 PM Student - Professional Social

Representatives from the Alaska AELS Board will discuss implementation of 

changes in licensure and solicit input from practicing Engineers.  The Alaskan 

perspective of Canadian Comity will be reviewed and discussed.

Registration at SUB N. Cafeteria

Registration at SUB N. Cafeteria

Note:  Presentations and Room Locations Subject to Change.  Final Schedules will be Provided at Registration.



PRESENTER BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Michael Hardy, P.E., F.NSPE, NSPE President, Black Oak Engineering Principal 

Amanda Holland, Operations Manager for the Administrative Services Divisions - ADOT&PF

Jeffery Callahan, Associate Prof. of Construction Management - Division of Construction & Design Technology

Clifford Marvin, President – CSI Cook Inlet Chapter

Raymond H. Royce III, Esquire, Partner - Law Offices of Royce 

Christian Multean, MA, Director - Beyond Borders

Brett Flint, P.E., Chief Engineer – Integrated Concepts and Research Corporation 

Mr. Flint possesses 25+ years of experience in engineering and construction projects.  His project management experience has included 

multi-disciplinary projects encompassing environmental, geologic, hydrogeologic, hydrologic, geotechnical, civil, transportation, and 

structural elements.  He has managed infrastructure projects including highway and roadway design in Colorado, Utah and Nevada; port, 

railroad, and bulk fuel facilities in Alaska; industrial, mining, commercial and residential developments, and military installations 

throughout the Western United States and in several foreign countries.  His program management experience includes projects receiving 

funds from various federal agencies including DOD, FRA, FTA, FHWA, and the Maritime Administration.  His most recent work for the 

Port of Anchorage Intermodal Expansion Project has allowed him to utilize his engineering, construction, and project management skills 

and knowledge base to oversee multiple design, construction, and construction support services contracts.

Michael Hardy, P.E., F.NSPE, is the 2010-11 president of the National Society of Professional Engineers. He joined NSPE in 1994 after 

receiving his professional engineering license. In 2008, he was named a Fellow of NSPE. Mr. Hardy has served in most of the Society's 

chapter and state offices as well as on several national committees and task forces, including chairman of the NSPE Membership 

Committee. He was NSPE Western and Pacific Regional Director from 2006-08, and from 2006-09 he served as the Oregon state 

MATHCOUNTS coordinator. Currently, he is a member of the National Engineers Week Foundation Board of Directors and a former 

member of the Engineers Week Steering Committee. He is a graduate of Oregon State University in Mechanical Engineering and is the 

principal of Black Oak Engineering where he provides HVAC and process piping designs for industrial, institutional, and governmental 

clients. 

Clifford Marvin is an experienced construction specifier and educator, accredited as a Certified Construction Specifier for over ten years. 

His experience of working with architects, owners, manufacturer’s representatives and contractors dates back to 1984. He has been 

involved in the construction of a myriad of building types in both the public and private sectors. He has worked as a specification writer for 

kpb architects and was responsible for preparing the contract specs for the design-build Goose Creek Correctional Facility. Cliff is 

currently serving his second term as President of the CSI Cook Inlet Chapter.

Raymond H. Royce III is a partner in the law firm of Royce & Brain of Anchorage. His primary practice areas include representation of 

owners, contractors, subcontractors and suppliers in matters concerning construction contract claims and litigation, bid procurement issues 

and commercial law. Mr. Royce has represented national, international and Alaskan clients on state, federal and local projects throughout 

Alaska.  He graduated from Vermont Law School and has practiced in Alaska since 1982. Mr. Royce is also admitted to the state bar of 

Massachusetts, the U.S. District Court for the District of Alaska, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Claims Court.  He is a 

member of the Anchorage Bar Association, the Alaska Bar Association and the American Bar Association's Forum on the Construction 

Industry and Commercial Law Sections.

Mr. Callahan has an undergraduate degree in Architectural and Engineering Technology and a Master of Arts in Conflict Resolution and 

has over 25 years of experience in construction management. His work includes a number of international construction-sector economic 

development projects in Israel’s West Bank, Gaza, Ukraine and most recently in Kosovo.   Jeff is a Certified Construction Contract 

Administrator (CCCA) and member of the Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) since 1989, serving on the CSI Board of Directors 

from 2002 to 2004.   Mr. Callahan also works as a mediator in the Alaska Court System and is the Alaska Representative to the Dispute 

Review Board Foundation.

Amanda Holland works for the State of Alaska in the DOT & Public Facilities.  She serves as the Division Operations Manager for the 

Administrative Services Division and functions as the department’s Workforce Planning Project Manager.  Her work for the State of 

Alaska includes leading 28 human resource professionals that provide labor relations, classifications, planning and research, employee 

relations, recruitment, payroll, and training to over 3,500 employees at 120 duty stations across Alaska.  Amanda also worked for Personnel 

Decisions International, a private industrial and organizational psychology consulting firm focusing on employee assessment and 

leadership development.  She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Christian Muntean, MA  is the Executive Director of Beyond Borders, an Alaskan non-profit that provides resources for leadership and 

conflict resolution. He is a mediator, consultant and trainer. His diverse experience in non-profit & non-governmental organizations has 

brought him to work in dozens of countries and four conflict/war zones.



Michael L. Foster, PE, Chairman of the Board - Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority

Dennis Berry, PE, President - BBFM Engineers, Inc.

Duane Miller, PE, Senior Geotechnical Consultant – Golder Associates

D. Doug Johnson, Alaska Projects Director - Ocean Renewable Power Company

Katherine Keith, PE, WiDAC Coordinator - Alaska Center for Energy and Power

George Hornberger, General Manager - Iliamna-Newhalen-Nondalton Electric Cooperative

Brian Gray, PE, Vice President & Chief Mechanical Engineer - Alaska Energy & Engineering, Inc.

Mr. Miller has 40 years of experience as a geotechnical engineer on a variety of projects in Alaska, California, and Guam.  He has training 

and experience in arctic engineering, engineering geology, and coastal and earthquake engineering.  Mr. Miller has provided geotechnical 

engineering services on architectural, civil, mining, petroleum, coastal, and military projects across Alaska with special experience on 

projects with warming permafrost.  He has published numerous papers and reports including peer reviewed work on regional soil and 

permafrost conditions, case histories of permafrost designs and foundation failures, containment of waste materials in frozen soils, the 

design and construction of insulated ice-pads, the measurement of ground temperatures, and the origin and occurrence of hypersaline 

permafrost.  In 2000 he presented the climate analysis showing that the published weather data being used for designs in Alaska was not 

accounting for the warming conditions occurring after 1977.

Mr. Gray is a lifelong resident of Alaska with over 25 years of engineering experience.  For the past 20 years he has served as project 

engineer and project manager for the design and construction of over $100 million worth of rural power generation, fuel storage, heat 

recovery, and other energy related projects.  Responsibilities have included feasibility analysis, program development, budgeting, design, 

permitting, construction management, and system commissioning.  His projects have taken him to more than 100 rural Alaskan 

communities where he has had to solve the unique engineering and logistical challenges that are synonymous with remote site construction.  

He has also had an extensive role in implementing standards for operations and maintenance of rural energy infrastructure including 

development of the AEA/AVTEC Power Plant Operator and Bulk Fuel Operator training videos.

Mr. Hornberger is the General Manager of the Iliamna-Newhalen-Nondalton (INN) Electric Cooperative.  George was  raised in the 

Iliamna area and has worked in construction, boat welding, an extensive career in aviation flying commercially for Iliamna Air Taxi for 20 

years, and recently for the Pebble Partnership for two years. His practical working experience, common sense approach, and ability to adapt 

to his experience to meet environmental obstacles have been instrumental in his ability to manage, upgrade, and optimize  a small hydro-

electric power plant in remote Alaska.

Born and raised in Anchorage, Mr. Berry has been a principal in Alaskan structural engineering firms since 1984. He has worked in 

structural offices in San Francisco, Seattle, and Anchorage. With 34 years of experience, he is well known for his structural engineering 

ability and his arctic engineering expertise, resulting in his selection as the structural designer for the Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station 

Replacement Project. Mr. Berry also has considerable experience in seismic analysis and has a record of success for a variety of projects 

throughout the state of Alaska.

Katherine Keith coordinates wind-diesel activities in the state of Alaska through the Wind Diesel Application Center (WiDAC).  WiDAC 

is a center of excellence in wind-diesel technology which was established with partnerships between the Alaska Center for Energy and 

Power, the National Renewable Energy Lab, and the Alaska Energy Authority.  Katherine provides technical assistance to wind-diesel 

stakeholders, promotes education and training opportunities, and works to identify both near and long term research priorities. Katherine 

has worked to promote renewable energy projects that are sustainable for rural Alaska, including Chena Hot Springs and Kotzebue Electric 

Association. Katherine graduated from the University of Alaska, Fairbanks with an interdisciplinary degree in Renewable Energy 

Engineering. Katherine is an adjunct faculty at UAA teaching courses for the one year occupational endorsement certification program in 

Renewable Energy at the Mat-Su Campus.

Having worked in the Alaskan industry for over 30 years, Mr. Johnson became the Alaska Projects Director for Ocean Renewable Power 

Company in 2006 and coordinates and supervises ORPC projects in Alaska and the Pacific Northwest.  Using his experience as a 

successful entrepreneur, he cultivates key relationships with government and regulatory agencies and development partners and staff at 

ORPC to promote and implement the innovative renewable power technology offered by ORPC.  In addition to his position with ORPC, 

Mr. Johnson is also an officer and partner of Alaska Growth Systems in Anchorage, Alaska where he directs financial management and 

product development as well as provides facilitation and planning services for a diverse client base.  He has a Bachelor of Science in 

Geological Engineering from the University of Alaska and completed the Entrepreneurship Program at the Burklyn Business School.  

Combining his engineering and entrepreneur skills, Mr. Johnson is an accomplished project manager and businessman focusing on 

development of innovative solutions in engineering and project planning.   

Michael Foster has over 20 years of engineering, design, and construction related experience in Alaska as the owner and principal engineer 

of Michael L. Foster & Associates. His extensive engineering experience also includes serving as Vice President in charge of Dames & 

Moore’s Alaska Operation and Western Division General Contracting Operation prior to 1998. He provides consulting services for cold 

regions, sanitary, environmental and geotechnical engineering for investigation, design and construction projects including dams, mine 

facilities, pipelines, sanitation facilities, buildings, and other civil structures. Additionally, he has a thorough knowledge of Alaska 

regulations and has worked on a number of Environmental Assessments (EAs) and Environmental Impact Statements (EISs).  Mr. Foster 

was appointed to the KABATA Board of Directors by the Governor in January 2009. & Associates. His extensive engineering experience 

also includes serving as Vice President in charge of Dames & Moore’s Alaska Operation and Western Division General Contracting 

Operation prior to 1998. He provides consulting services for cold regions, sanitary, environmental and geotechnical engineering for 

investigation, design and construction projects including dams, mine facilities, pipelines, sanitation facilities, buildings, and other civil 

structures. Additionally, he has a thorough knowledge of Alaska regulations and has worked on a number of Environmental Assessments 

(EAs) and Environmental Impact Statements (EISs).


