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CITY OF PALMERSTON 

Minutes of Council Meeting  

held in Council Chambers, Civic Plaza, Palmerston 

on Tuesday, 21 October 2014 at 6.30pm 

Audio Disclaimer 

An audio recording of this meeting is being made for minute taking purposes as authorised 

by City of Palmerston Policy MEE3 Recording of Meetings, available on Council’s Website. 

1. PRESENT

Elected Members: His Worship the Mayor Ian Abbott (Chair) 
Deputy Mayor Heather Malone 
Alderman Sue McKinnon 
Alderman Paul Bunker 
Alderman Andrew Byrne 

Alderman Geoff Carter 

Alderman Seranna Shutt 

Staff: Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 
Ben Dornier, Director of Corporate and Community Services 

Mark Spangler, Director of Technical Services 

Caroline Hocking, Minute Secretary 

Gallery: Gary Boyle, Major Projects Officer 

Brett Jacobs, Director Boab Design 

Mike Frier, Creative Director Boab Design 

Elena Leslie, Michels Warren Munday 

Dani MacDonald, Journalist NT News 

2. APOLOGIES

Nil 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Moved: Alderman Carter 
Seconded: Deputy Mayor Malone 

1. THAT the minutes of the Council Meeting held Tuesday, 7 October 2014 pages
7635 to 7648, be confirmed.

2. THAT the Confidential minutes of the Council Meeting held Tuesday, 7 October
2014 pages 158 to 159, be confirmed.

CARRIED 8/1271–21/10/2014 
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4. MAYOR’S REPORT   M8-02 

  

The Mayor advised that he recently attended the 69th Anniversary of Independence Day – 

Republic of Indonesia and gave a presentation at the 2014 Children’s Week.  
 

Moved:  Alderman McKinnon 
Seconded: Deputy Mayor Malone 

 

THAT Council receives Report Number M8-02.  

 

CARRIED 8/1272–21/10/2014 

 

5. REPORT OF DELEGATES 
 

Nil 

 
6. QUESTIONS (WITHOUT DEBATE) FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 
 Nil 
 
7. QUESTIONS (WITHOUT DEBATE) FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN 
 

7.1  Development of Durack Heights 

 

 Moved:   Alderman Carter  

 Seconded:  Alderman McKinnon 

 

THAT the question “When can we expect a proposal from CIC with regards to 
the management of Public Land at The Heights Durack?”  and response 

provided by the Director of Technical services be recorded in the minutes.  

 

CARRIED 8/1273–21/10/2014 

 

In response to the question raised by Alderman Carter at the Council Meeting 

held on 7 October 2014 “When can we expect a proposal from CIC with regards 

to the management of Public Land at The Heights Durack?” The Director of 

Technical Services provided the following response:-  

 

“Currently Council has approved two public parks and two native bush buffer 
zones in The Heights, Durack subdivision.  These areas are shown in Green on 

the attached plan. 

 

As stages roll out at The Heights, Durack additional open space areas will be 

considered.” 
 

   

8. PETITIONS 
 

Nil 
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9. DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS 

 
 9.1 City Centre Development Identity 

Presentation by Brett Jacobs, Director and Mike Frier, Creative Director Boab 

Design 

 
 
10. CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 

Nil 

 

11. COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

11.1 Governance and Organisation 

 

The Chair invited Alderman Byrne, Chair of the Governance and Organisation Committee to 

provide a report to the meeting. 

 

A verbal report on the Committee Meeting held on 9 October 2014 was presented by 

Alderman Byrne. 

  

 Moved:   Alderman Byrne 

 Seconded:  Alderman Bunker 

 

THAT the minutes from the Governance and Organisation Committee meeting 

held on 9 October 2014 be received and noted and that Council adopts the 

recommendations made by the Committee and accordingly resolves as follows: 

 
 

11.1.1 Tree Risk Assessment Manual  GOC/0141 
 

THAT Council approves the production of a Tree Risk Assessment 
Manual and that costs are assessed at the first budget review. 

 
 

11.1.2 City Car Parking Advisory Group – Terms of Reference  GOC/0143 
 

1. THAT Council adopt the Terms of Reference in Attachment B to 
Report Number GOC/0069. 

 
2 THAT the Chief Executive Officer recruits for membership of the 

City Centre Car Parking Advisory Group. 
 

 

CARRIED 8/1274–21/10/2014 
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11.2 Economic Development and Infrastructure 

 

The Chair invited Alderman Bunker, Chair of the Economic Development and Infrastructure 

Committee to provide a report to the meeting.  

 

A verbal report on the Committee Meeting held on 9 October 2014 was presented by 

Alderman Bunker. 

 

Moved:   Alderman Bunker 

Seconded:  Alderman McKinnon  

 

THAT the minutes from the Economic Development and Infrastructure 
Committee meeting held on 9 October 2014 be received and noted and that 
Council adopts the recommendations made by the Committee and accordingly 
resolves as follows: 

 
11.2.1 Contract TS2014/05 Lakeview Boulevard Reconstruction  EDI/0221 
 

1. THAT Council award Contract TS 2014/05, Lakeview Boulevard 
Reconstruction to JLM Civil Works Pty Ltd for $181,463.75 ex 
GST. 

 
2. THAT Council approves an additional $38,382 for the Lakeview 

Boulevard reconstruction project. 
 
3. THAT the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer sign and seal all 

contract documentation for Contract TS2014/05, Lakeview 
Boulevard Reconstruction. 

 
11.2.2 Street naming Zuccoli Stage 2 (Mitchell Creek Green) EDI/0223 
 

THAT Council supports the Place Naming theme of Native Flora for 
Zuccoli Stage 2 and in particular the following names: 

 
1. Feathertop 
2. Bluegrass 
3. Blackspear 
4. Rivergrass 
5. Canegrass 
6. Limestone 
7. Haresfoot 
8. Tassel 
9. Comet 
10. Myrtlewood 
11. Sandstone 
12. Sandpaper 
13. Paperbark 
14. Corkwood 
15. Lilypily 
16. Gooseberry 
17. Leadwort 
18. Turkeybush 
19. Lasiandra 

 
CARRIED 8/1275–21/10/2014 
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11.3 Community Culture and Environment 

 

Nil 

 

11.4 Internal Audit Committee 

 

Moved:   Alderman Carter 

Seconded:  Alderman Byrne 

 

THAT the minutes from the Internal Audit Committee meeting held on 6 October 

2014 be received and noted. 

 

CARRIED 8/1276–21/10/2014 

 

12. INFORMATION AGENDA 
 

12.1 Items for Exclusion 

 

Nil 

 

12.2 Receipt of Information Reports 

 

Moved:  Alderman Bunker 

Seconded:  Alderman McKinnon 

 

 THAT the information items contained within the Information Agenda, be 

received.  

 

CARRIED 8/1277–21/10/2014 

 
 
13. DEBATE AGENDA 

 

13.1  Officer Reports 

 

13.1.1 Financial Report for the month of September 2014 8/0565 

 

 Moved:   Alderman Shutt 

   Seconded: Alderman Bunker 

 

THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0565.  
 

CARRIED 8/1278–21/10/2014 
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13.1.2 Street Naming – The Heights Durack, Stages 5-9   8/0566 

 

 Moved: Alderman Carter 

 Seconded:  Deputy Mayor Malone  

 

1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0566. 
 

2. THAT Council endorses the following street names for The 
Heights, Durack Stages 5 to 9. 

 
 King Street 
 O’Loughlin Street 
 Tambling Street 
 Teece Street 
 Thomson Street 

 
CARRIED 8/1279–21/10/2014 

 

13.1.3 Internal Audit Committee – Independent Representative 

Sitting Fee  8/0567 

 

 Moved:  Alderman Bunker 

 Seconded:  Alderman Carter  

 

1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0567.  
 

CARRIED 8/1280–21/10/2014 
 

 Moved:  Alderman McKinnon 

Seconded: Alderman Carter 
 

2. THAT a sitting fee be set of $1,250 per quarter for the services of 

the Independent Representative to the Internal Audit Committee 

for a maximum term of two years. 

 

CARRIED 8/1281–21/10/2014 

 

13.1.4 Proposed Traffic Signals at the Intersection of Roystonea 

Avenue and The Boulevard 8/0568 

 

 Moved:  Alderman Carter 

 Seconded: Alderman Shutt 

 

1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0568. 

 

CARRIED 8/1282–21/10/2014 
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13.1.4 Proposed Traffic Signals at the Intersection of 

Roystonea Avenue and The Boulevard (continued) 8/0568 

 

Moved:   Alderman Carter 

Seconded: Alderman McKinnon 

 

2. THAT Council supports the Northern Territory Government’s 
safety initiative to install traffic signals at the intersection of 

Roystonea Ave and The Boulevard with a pedestrian phase and 

cycle path connection. 

 

CARRIED 8/1283–21/10/2014 

 

13.1.5 City Centre Public Open Space – Consultation Proposal 8/0571 

 

Moved:   Alderman McKinnon 

Seconded:  Alderman Shutt 

 

1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0571. 

 

CARRIED 8/1284–21/10/2014 

 

Moved:   Alderman Carter 

Seconded:  Alderman Byrne 

 

2. THAT a workshop be held to discuss the city centre project brand 

and message. 

 

3. THAT Council approves the proposed consultation program for 

the city centre open space design concept. 

 

4. THAT Council approves commencing level 3 city wide public 

consultation on the city centre open space design concept for 

Goyder Square and the link to the water tower park.  

 

5. THAT Council note further public consultation for the city centre 

open space including Frances Mall and Woolnough Place car park 

may be required at a later date. 

 

   CARRIED 8/1285–21/10/2014 

 

14. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Nil 

 

15. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

At the invitation of the Chair 

 

 Nil 
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16. OTHER BUSINESS - ALDERMAN REPORTS 

 
16.1 Alderman Carter  
 

Advised he attended a meeting with the Ranger Services Manager to discuss 
the Animal Management Plan and indicated that he may be an apology for 
the scheduled 5 November 2014 Council meeting due to accepting a 
conflicting invitation to the Australian of the Year Awards, unless a quorum is 
needed.  

 
16.2 Alderman McKinnon  
 
 Advised that she also had accepted the Australian of the Year Awards which 

conflicts with the Council Meeting scheduled 5 November 2014.  Alderman 
McKinnon gave a verbal update on the NT Settlement Planning Committee 
meeting and the Master Class in Social Infrastructure held by Elton 
Consulting.  

 
16.3 Alderman Bunker  
 
 Thanked Alderman McKinnon on her presentation and spoke on The 

Boulevard Development and using Social Media to provide information to the 
Palmerston Residents.  

 
16.4 Alderman Byrne  
 
 Advised that he had received a number of complaints in relation to the rate 

rise on Commercial Properties.  
  

 
16.5 Deputy Mayor Malone  
 
 Expressed that she feels Social Media is a great way to inform the residents 

of Palmerston on the Council’s developments.  The Deputy Mayor advised 
she gave a presentation at the 2014 Children’s Week, attended the Over 50’s 
Club and will be giving a speech with Alderman Shutt to the final FlicNics 
evening.  

 
 
 
17. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 

 

 Nil 

 

 

18. CLOSURE 
 

Meeting closed at 8.02pm 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

(Chair) 
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Held 15 October 2013 

CITY OF PALMERSTON 
 

Minutes of Council Meeting 
 held in Council Chambers, Civic Plaza, Palmerston  

on Tuesday, 15 October 2013 at 7:20pm 
 

RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC RECORD 

 
1. PRESENT 
 
 

Elected Members: His Worship the Mayor Ian Abbott (Chair) 
Deputy Mayor Andrew Byrne 
Alderman Sue McKinnon 
Alderman Paul Bunker 
Alderman Heather Malone 
 

 

Staff: 

 
 
 

Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 
Ben Dornier, Director of Corporate Community Services 
Mark Spangler, Director of Technical Services 
Caroline Hocking, Minute Secretary  

 

 
 
2. APOLOGIES 

 
Alderman Carter – On Council Business  

 
 
3. DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS 
 

3.1 Superblock Development  
  Presentation by Carlo Randazzo and Peter La Pira 

 
 Moved:  Alderman Bunker 
 Seconded:  Alderman McKinnon 
 

THAT a workshop be organised for all Elected Members prior to the issue of the 
next council agenda being 31st October 2013. 

 
CARRIED 8/0816– 15/10/2013 

 
4. OFFICER REPORTS 
 
 4.1 Baban Place Pinelands, Stormwater EDI/0076  
 
 Moved:  Alderman Bunker 
  Seconded: Alderman McKinnon 
 

1. THAT $12,000 be considered at the first quarter budget review 2013/14 for 
consultation and easement establishment on affected properties. 
 

CARRIED 8/0817– 15/10/2013 
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Held 15 October 2013 

 
4.1 Baban Place Pinelands, Stormwater (continued) EDI/0076 

 
Moved:  Alderman Bunker 
Seconded:  Alderman Malone 

 
2. THAT the resolution only come back into the Open Session.  

 
CARRIED 8/0818– 15/10/2013 

 
5. MOVE TO OPEN 

   
Moved: Alderman Malone  
Seconded:  Alderman McKinnon 
 
THAT the Council move into the open session. 
 

CARRIED 8/0819– 15/10/2013 
 
 
The meeting moved to the Open session at 7:57pm. 
 
 
CONFIRMED AT MEETING TO BE HELD 5 NOVEMBER 2013 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
(Chair) 
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ITEM NO. 12.1 Baban Place Pinelands, Stormwater  

 

FROM: Director of Technical Services  

REPORT NUMBER: EDI/031    

MEETING DATE: 10 October 2013 

 

 

Summary:  

 
Legal advice has been received on Council’s liability and responsibility in regard to 
the drainage network at Baban Place, Pinelands. 
 
Based on the advice received it is recommended that Council consider a variation of 
$12,000 at the 1st quarter budget review for consultation with affected owners. 
 

General: 

 

Baban Place drainage has been problematic for many years. Council received a 
report at its ordinary meeting on 19th March 2013 on the issue and resolved as 
follows: 
 

12.1.12. Baban Place Pinelands, Stormwater - 8/0270 

 
Moved:  Deputy Mayor Bunker 

Seconded:  Alderman Forrest 

 
1.  THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0270. 

 

CARRIED 8/0548–19/03/2013 

 
Moved:  Alderman Byrne 
Seconded:  Deputy Mayor Bunker 

 
2. THAT Council seeks legal advice on liability and 

responsibility for stormwater issues in Baban Place, 
Pinelands.  

 
 CARRIED 8/0549–19/03/2013 

 
A copy of the report is contained in Attachment 1. 
 
In accordance with Council’s resolution legal advice was sought and received from 
Cridlands Lawyers, Attachment 2. In light of the legal advice it is recommended that 

Municipal Plan: 
 

3. Environment & Infrastructure 
 

3.2 Assets and Infrastructure 
  

3.2 We are committed to maintaining and developing community assets and 
infrastructure which meet the needs of our community  
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Council now proceed to consultation with affected neighbouring properties and 
establish stormwater drainage easements to provide for future upgrades. 

 

Financial Implications: 

 

An estimated $12,000 is required to undertake immediate consultation and 
easement establishment. 
 
A further amount of $1,870,000 is estimated at this time for stages 1, 2 & 3 
constructions.  

 

Legislation / Policy: 

 

Nil 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1 THAT the Committee receives Report Number EDI/031. 

 
2 THAT $12,000 be considered at the first quarter budget review 2013/14 for 

consultation and easement establishment on affected properties. 
 

Recommending Officer:  Mark Spangler, Director of Technical Services 

 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Mark Spangler, Director of Technical 
Services on telephone (08) 8935 9958 or email 
mark.spangler@palmerston.nt.gov.au.  
 

Schedule of Attachments:  

 
Attachment 1:  Baban Place Pinelands, Stormwater Report 
 
Attachment 2:  Baban Place Stormwater Invesitgation - Cridlands Lawyers 



ITEM NO. 12.1.12 Baban Place Pinelands, Stormwater 

FROM: Director of Technical Services 

REPORT NUMBER: 8/0270    

MEETING DATE: 19 March 2013 

Summary: 

Baban Place is located in Pinelands industrial area and for some time now has 
experienced major drainage issues. This report examines the issues and 
recommends solutions. It also costs the proposed works and recommends staging 
the works for budget purposes over the next four years.  

Background and General: 

The Baban Place development was gifted to council by government in the 1990s 
and it almost immediately became apparent that it suffered from major drainage 
issues. The development was located in a large depression and the constructed 
outfall drainage was significantly under capacity.  

Business owners have consistently complained of flooding in and through their 
properties over the past 10 -12 years. 

Government has consistently denied any responsibility in the matter of drainage and 
also refused funding for remedial works.  

The outfall drain is a gifted council asset and the responsibility for any upgrade 
works sits squarely with council.  

Consultants were engaged in 2004 by City of Palmerston to undertake an 
investigation on the stormwater drainage in Baban Place due to the frequent 
flooding experienced. It immediately became apparent that there was to be no quick 
and economical fix to the drainage problems. 

In 2008 PCC requested that SKM review and update the initial report and provide an 
estimated cost of works broken into stages suitable for construction over 
subsequent budgeting periods. The estimated cost in 2008 of $1.19M plus GST 
includes a 25% contingency item and equates to approximately $1.81M plus GST in 
2013. A copy of the report is attached. 

Municipal Plan: 

3. Environment & Infrastructure

3.2 Assets and Infrastructure

We are committed to maintaining and developing community assets and
infrastructure which meet the needs of our community
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In this forthcoming financial year it is recommended that a sum of $12,000 be 
allocated to engage suitable consultants to consult with owners regarding proposed 
works and the necessary creation of easements. 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Budget Year Item            Est Cost incl GST 
2013/2014 Owner consultation           $    12,000 
2014/2015 Stage 1 construction         $  810,000 
2015/2016 Stage 1 construction         $  700,000 
2016/2017 Stage 1 construction         $  360,000 
    TOTAL      $1,882,000  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0270. 
 

2. THAT $12,000 be included in the forthcoming 2013/2014 budget for Council 
consideration. 

 

Recommending Officer:  Mark Spangler, Director of Technical Services 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Mark Spangler, Director of Technical 
Services on telephone (08) 8935 9958 or email 
mark.spangler@palmerston.nt.gov.au.  
 
 

Schedule of Attachments:  
 
Attachment A:  Copy of consultant’s report - Baban Place Stormwater 
   Investigation - 1/10/2008 
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Held 5 November 2013 

CITY OF PALMERSTON 
 

Minutes of Council Meeting 
 held in Council Chambers, Civic Plaza, Palmerston  

on Tuesday, 5 November 2013 at 7:10pm 
 

RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC RECORD 

 
1. PRESENT 
 
 

Elected Members: His Worship the Mayor Ian Abbott (Chair) 
Deputy Mayor Andrew Byrne 
Alderman Sue McKinnon 
Alderman Paul Bunker 
Alderman Geoff Carter 
Alderman Seranna Shutt 
 

 

Staff: 

 
 
 

Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 
Ben Dornier, Director of Corporate Community Services 
Mark Spangler, Director of Technical Services 
Caroline Hocking, Minute Secretary  

 

 
 
2. APOLOGIES 

 
Alderman Malone – Apology 
 

 
3. DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS 
 

Nil 
 
4. OFFICER REPORTS 
 

4.1 Review of Municipality Boundaries – City of Palmerston 8/0399  
 
 Moved:  Alderman Bunker 
  Seconded: Alderman Carter 
 

1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0399. 
 

2. THAT the Chief Executive Officer forward a submission to the Minister for 
Local Government and Regions seeking to have the land adjacent to the 
Municipality of Palmerston (shaded in red on the attached map) annexed / 
incorporated within the City of Palmerston.  

 
3. THAT the Chief Executive Officer advise the Minister for Local Government 

and Regions of the City of Palmerston’s interest in having the area north-
west of Pinelands and the area north of Wallaby Holtz Road (both 
highlighted in green on the attached map) annexed / incorporated within the 
City of Palmerston.  
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Held 5 November 2013 

 
4.1 Review of Municipality Boundaries – City of Palmerston (continued) 8/0399
  

4. THAT the Chief Executive Officer advise the Minister for Local Government 
and Regions of Council’s interest in having the area within the Darwin 
Rates Act Area, adjacent to the City of Palmerston, being incorporated 
within the Municipality of Palmerston.  
 

CARRIED 8/0834–05/11/2013 
 

4.2 Discharge Statutory Charge on Lot 2827 and Lot 5439 Town of 
Palmerston  8/0395 
 
Moved:  Deputy Mayor Byrne 
Seconded:  Alderman Shutt 

 
1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0395.  

 
2. THAT the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer be authorised to sign and seal 

the application to discharge statutory charges on Lot 2827 and Lot 5439 
Town of Palmerston.  

 
CARRIED 8/0835–05/11/2013 

 
4.3 Request for Review of Unit Rate – Contract TS2013/04 – Grounds 

Maintenance West   
 

 TO REMAIN IN CONFIDENTIAL AS PER COUNCIL DECISION NUMBER 

8/0833-05/11/2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.4 City of Palmerston Civic Centre   
 

TO REMAIN IN CONFIDENTIAL AS PER COUNCIL DECISION NUMBER 

8/0833-05/11/2013 
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Held 5 November 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. MOVE TO OPEN 
   

Moved: Alderman McKinnon  
Seconded:  Alderman Carter 
 
THAT the Council move into the open session. 
 

CARRIED 8/0840–05/11/2013 
 
 
The meeting moved to the Open session at 7:28pm. 
 
 
CONFIRMED AT MEETING TO BE HELD 19 NOVEMBER 2013 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
(Chair) 
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ITEM NO. 16.1 Review of Municipality Boundaries – City of 

Palmerston  
 

FROM: Chief Executive Officer  

REPORT NUMBER: 8/0399    

MEETING DATE: 5 November 2013 

 

 

Summary:  

 
To seek Council support for a submission to be lodged with the Minister for Local 
Government and Regions to vary the current boundaries of the Municipality of the 
City of Palmerston to cater for the future growth of the City. 
  
 

Background: 

 
Following a recent workshop held with Elected Members on 16th October 2013 to 
review the existing council boundaries, this report formalises a submission to be 
forwarded to the Minister to expand the current Municipal boundaries. 
                
 

General: 

 

The recent announcement of a new location for the Palmerston Hospital (within the 
Municipality of Litchfield Council), provides an opportunity to seek a boundary 
review.  It is anticipated that the new Hospital will be within 3km from the Palmerston 
CBD and will be closely affiliated with the Palmerston GP Super Clinic and other 
Health / Community Care providers. 
 
With all remaining residential land in Palmerston currently under development (‘The 
Heights Durack, Johnston, Zuccoli and Bellamack), it is also an opportune time to 
plan for the future in terms of the expansion of Palmerston.  The land to the east of 
the proposed Hospital site represents an opportunity for the future residential 
expansion of the City. 
 
This area is indicated on the attached map and includes Sections 273, 4229, 4231, 
5623 and POR 2820 and is marked in red.  It also includes properties fronting on to 
Wallaby Holtze Road, but at this stage, does not include Wallaby Holtze Road itself. 
 

Municipal Plan: 
 

4. Governance & Organisation 
 

4.1 Responsibility 
  

We are committed to corporate and social responsibility, the sustainability of 
Council assets and services, and the effective planning and reporting of 
Council performance to the community  
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Any future residential growth in this area will be heavily reliant on the retail, 
commercial, recreational and service provision facilities which are currently available 
within Palmerston. 
 
A second area (shaded in red) which has also been considered for incorporation 
within the Municipality of Palmerston is the industrial area opposite Pinelands which 
is currently in the Litchfield Council.  The majority of this land is currently zoned 
Light Industry which is largely complimentary to the land across the Stuart Highway 
in Pinelands which is currently zoned General Industry. 
 
Council staff has been approached by officers from Litchfield Council to discuss the 
possibility of this particular area being transferred from Litchfield Council to the City 
of Palmerston.  It should be noted that it was the intention of Litchfield Council for 
the existing ‘Darwin Free Spirit Resort’ to remain within the Litchfield area. 
 
A third area which is considered appropriate for incorporation into the Municipality of 
Palmerston is the Unincorporated Elrundie Area on the fringe of Palmerston which 
includes the recently developed Wishart Business Precinct. 
 
These three areas are highlighted in red on the attached map and represent the 
immediate areas which council is seeking to have annexed / incorporated into the 
Municipality of Palmerston. 
 
It was also outlined at the workshop that there is other developable areas of land 
within close proximity to Palmerston that should be considered for inclusion within 
the Municipality should the opportunity be presented in the future. 
 
These areas include the land adjoining Pinelands (shaded in green) to the north-
west which covers the Berrimah Prison and Berrimah Farm precincts with a view to 
the future boundary between the City of Darwin and the City of Palmerston being 
Berrimah Road. 
 
It is also considered that the land to the north of Wallaby Holtze Road (shaded in 
green) adjacent to Robertson Barracks, may also be considered for inclusion within 
the Municipality of Palmerston in the future. 
 
With the NT Government currently considering boundary reviews for the Shire 
Councils as part of the Regional Governance and Structural Reform process, it 
appears to be an appropriate time to forward a submission to review the boundaries 
of the City of Palmerston.      

 

 

Financial Implications: 

 

Nil 

 

Legislation / Policy: 

 

Section 9 (1) (e) of the Local Government Act. 
 

- “The Administrator may, by Gazette notice, exercise any one or more of 
the following powers (e) define or change the boundaries of a local 
government area”. 
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Section 9 (2) of the Local Government Act 
 

- “The Minister may also, by Gazette notice, exercise any of the powers 
conferred by subsection (1) except the power to constitute or abolish a 
local government area”.  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0399. 
 
2. THAT the Chief Executive Officer forward a submission to the Minister for 

Local Government and Regions seeking to have the land adjacent to the 
Municipality of Palmerston (shaded in red on the attached map) annexed / 
incorporated within the City of Palmerston. 

 
3. THAT the Chief Executive Officer advise the Minister for Local Government 

and Regions of the City of Palmerston’s interest in having the area north-west 
of Pinelands and the area north of Wallaby Holtze Road (both highlighted in 
green on the attached map) annexed / incorporated within the City of 
Palmerston. 

 
4. THAT the Chief Executive Officer advise the Minister for Local Government 

and Regions of Council’s interest in having the area within the Darwin Rates 
Act Area, adjacent to the City of Palmerston, being incorporated within the 
Municipality of Palmerston.        

 
 

Recommending Officer:  Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 
on telephone (08) 8935 9902 or email ricki.bruhn@palmerston.nt.gov.au.  
 
 

Schedule of Attachments:  

 
Attachment A  -  Map of Palmerston and associated areas  
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ITEM NO. 16.2 Discharge Statutory Charge on Lot 2827 and Lot 

5439 Town of Palmerston  
 

FROM: Chief Executive Officer  

REPORT NUMBER: 8/0395    

MEETING DATE: 5 November 2013 

 

 

Summary:  

 
At its meeting held on 21st May 2013, Council approved to send Lot 2827 and Lot 
5439 into the process of power of sale of land for non-payment of rates under 
Northern Territory Local Government Act. The owner has satisfied the liability, to 
which the charge relates in full and Council must apply to cancel the registration of 
statutory charge on the title under Section 171 (5) Local Government Act. 
  
 

Background: 

 

Division 3 Overriding statutory charge 
 
171 Registration of charge 

(1) After rates have been in arrears for at least 6 months, the council may 
apply to the appropriate registration authority for registration of the charge 
over the land to which the charge relates. 

(2) The registration authority must, on payment of the appropriate fee by the 
council: 
 (a) register the charge as an overriding statutory charge; and 

(b) notify all persons with a registered interest in or over the land of 
the registration of the charge. 

(3) Failure to give notice of the registration of the charge under subsection  

(2) (b) does not invalidate the registration of the charge. 

(4) A registration authority must cancel registration of a charge if the council 
applies for the cancellation. 

(5) The council must apply for cancellation if the liability to which the charge 
relates is fully satisfied, and may apply for cancellation for any other reason. 

 
 
 
 

Municipal Plan: 
 

4. Governance & Organisation 
 

4.1 Responsibility 
  

We are committed to corporate and social responsibility, the sustainability of 
Council assets and services, and the effective planning and reporting of 
Council performance to the community  
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General: 

 

The Residential property on Lot 2827 Woodroffe has had a registered statutory 
charge on the title since June 2013.  Since then the owner has paid the account in 
full. Legal fees will be charged to the account after the discharge of statutory charge 
has occurred. 
 
The Residential property on Lot 5439 Bakewell has had a registered statutory 
charge on the title since June 2013.  Since then the owner has paid all arrears. 
Legal fees will be charged to the account after the discharge of statutory charge has 
occurred. 
 
Under Section 171 (5) Local Government Act Council must apply for cancellation if 
the liability to which the charge relates is fully satisfied. 

 

Financial Implications: 

 

Legal fees from our lawyers for discharging the statutory charge on the title will be 
charged onto the rates account and will not be at any cost to council. 

 

Policy / Legislation: 

 

Pursuant to Section 171 (5) Local Government Act. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0395. 
 
2. THAT the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer be authorised to sign and seal 

the application to discharge statutory charges on Lot 2827 and Lot 5439 Town 
of Palmerston. 

 
 

Recommending Officer:  Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 

 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 
on telephone (08) 8935 9902 or email ricki.bruhn@palmerston.nt.gov.au.  
 
 

Schedule of Attachments:  

 
Attachment A:  Application Form to discharge registration of statutory charge Lot 

2827 
 
Attachment B: Application Form to discharge registration of statutory charge Lot 

5439 
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Held 19 November 2013 

CITY OF PALMERSTON 
 

Minutes of Council Meeting 
 held in Council Chambers, Civic Plaza, Palmerston  

on Tuesday, 19 November 2013 at 7:50pm 
 

RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC RECORD 

 
1. PRESENT 
 
 

Elected Members: His Worship the Mayor Ian Abbott (Chair) 
Deputy Mayor Andrew Byrne 
Alderman Sue McKinnon 
Alderman Paul Bunker 
Alderman Geoff Carter 
Alderman Seranna Shutt 
 

 

Staff: 

 
 
 

Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 
Ben Dornier, Director of Corporate Community Services 
Mark Spangler, Director of Technical Services 
Caroline Hocking, Minute Secretary  

 

 
 
2. APOLOGIES 

 
Nil 

 
3. DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS 
 

Nil 
 
4. OFFICER REPORTS 
 

4.1 Lease Arrangements for Lot 9542 8/0405  
 
 Moved:  Deputy Mayor Byrne 
  Seconded: Alderman McKinnon  
 

1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0405. 
 

2. THAT in accordance with Section 26(2)(b) of the Local Government Act the 
Mayor and Chief Executive Officer be granted consent to sign and seal the 
documents Lessor’s Consent to Mortgage of Lease and Right of Entry over 
Lot 9542 Town of Palmerston. 

 
CARRIED 8/0856– 19/11/2013 

 
5. MOVE TO OPEN 

   
Moved: Alderman McKinnon  
Seconded:  Alderman Bunker 
 
THAT the Council move into the open session. 
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Held 19 November 2013 

CARRIED 8/0857– 19/11/2013 
 
 
The meeting moved to the Open session at 7:51pm. 
 
 
CONFIRMED AT MEETING TO BE HELD 11 DECEMBER 2013 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
(Chair) 



Minute Book Page 7705 

 

   

ITEM NO. 16.1 Lease Arrangements for Lot 9542  

 

FROM: Director of Corporate and Community Services  

REPORT NUMBER: 8/0405    

MEETING DATE: 19 November 2013 

 

 

General: 

 

The Lessee of Lot 9542 seeks to refinance their investment, which requires Council 
to consent to A) mortgage of lease; B) right of entry to financial institution to the 
land. 
 
The Lessee therefore seeks Council to affix its Common Seal and the signatures of 
the Mayor and CEO to legal documents prepared by their proposed financial 
institution, the ANZ Bank. 

 

 

Financial Implications: 

 

The ANZ Bank assumes the financial liabilities of the current Lessee. Other 
implications include allowing the financial institution access to the site. 
 
 

Legislation / Policy: 

 

Nil 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. THAT Council receives Report Number 8/0405. 
 
2. THAT in accordance with clause Section 26(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 

the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer be granted consent to sign and seal the 
documents Lessor’s Consent to Mortgage of Lease and Right of Entry over 
Lot 9542 Town of Palmerston. 

 
 
 
 

Municipal Plan: 
 

3. Environment & Infrastructure 
 

3.2 Assets and Infrastructure 
  

We are committed to maintaining and developing community assets and 
infrastructure which meet the needs of our community  
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Recommending Officer:  Ben Dornier, Director of Corporate and Community 
Services 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Ricki Bruhn, Chief Executive Officer 
on telephone (08) 8935 9902 or email ricki.bruhn@palmerston.nt.gov.au.  
 
 

Schedule of Attachments:  

 
Attachment A:  Lessor’s Consent to Mortgage of Lease for Lot 9542 Town of 

Palmerston 
Attachment B:  Right of Entry for Lot 9542 Town of Palmerston 
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