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Thank You . . .  
To  the  more  than 80  club members who 

contributed to  our TCI, “Family of 

Frie nds” newsle tter last year—Thankyou! 

Your notes, artic les, and photographs make the newsle t-

ter what it is . . . A re fle ction o f your active  RV lifestyles, 

your willingness to  share  ideas and above  all our desire  

to  meet socially at luncheons, dinners, and o f course, 

rallies. 

Make  a New Year’s Resolution to  contribute  to  your 

newsletter this year. Your Teton friends really do  want to  

hear from you.  

GEORGE HOOPER, EDITOR 

Bunnie  Beck # 7  

Joe  Betz # 1 30  

Darlene Betz # 1 3 0  

Patti Bippley # 58 2  

Jim Bippley # 5 8 2  

Bill Bloomer #6 0 6  

Sherry Bloomer #6 0 6  

Kitty Burns # 7 6 7  

Rhonda Chabot # 6 1 0  

Mamie  Comini # 7 3 5  

Marty Diederich # 53 3  

Dee  Diederihch # 5 3 3  

Jo  Evans # 8 3  

Bruno  Evans # 8 3  

George  Golay # 3 82  

Shirley Golay # 3 8 2  

Frank Herndon # 59 4  

Rocky Hagen # 4 3 0  

Bev Hagen # 43 0  

Phil Hargin $ 47 8  

Connie  Hargin # 4 7 8  

Kay Hooper # 4 5 4  

Louis Hughes # 50 8  

Joan Hulse  # 3 0 9  

Bernie  Hulse  # 30 9  

Marty Jenkins # 7 2 7  

Rose  Jenkins # 72 7  

Nick Keller (factory) 

Patti Maxfie ld # 4 34  

Rick McHugh # 40 1  

Caro l McHugh # 40 1  

Mitch Nakamoto  # 2 1 3  

Billie  Nakamoto  #2 1 3  

Norm Nordin # 7 7  

Flo  Nordin # 7 7  

Doug Palmer #  7 4 2  

Rosalyn Palmer # 7 4 2  

Ruth Ranke  # 3 7 3  

Norm Rentle  #4 6 6  

Heath Rentle  # 4 6 6  

Jack Repplinger # 5 2 2  

Mary Repplinger # 5 2 2  

Earl Richmond #7 3 7  

Donna Riede l #8 3 0  

Dee  Roberson # 62 7  

Don Schnyders # 5 3 7  

Clara Schnyders # 5 37  

Mike  Staso  # 8 1 3  

Bob Ste iner # 1 3 1  

Phyllis Ste iner #1 3 1  

Ed Sullivan # 4 0 8  

Jimmie  Sullivan # 4 08  

Ronald Terrell # 7 5 9  

Joan Tanner # 13 2  

Haro ld Tanner # 1 3 2  

Jack Thompson #7 6 8  

Alta Thompson #7 6 8  

Jim Turner #6 7 1  

Caro l Turner # 6 71  

Carl Vincent # 6 1 7  

Juanita Vincent # 6 1 7  

Harry Winston # 14 6  

Cathy Winston # 1 46  

Co lleen Woods # 32 9  

Denison Woods # 3 2 9  

Jerry Worley # 12 5  

Heidi Worley # 1 2 5  

May Worman # 3 3 6  

Jim Worman # 3 3 6  

Sue  Zweige  # 18  

Ray Zweige # 1 8  

Installing a Portable Dishwasher 

 

Recently, I purchased a dishwasher for my wife , fo r our Te -

ton Prestige . When it came time to  hook it up as a portable  

unit to  the  kitchen Moen faucet, I found the  quick re lease 

adapter was not long enough for all the parts to  make  a cou-

pling. 

 

I went to  Home Depot and found an aerator adapter, (part 0  

3 7 1 5 5 -3 6 1 24 1 3 3 ) stock No . 3 6 1 2 4 B. It cost about $ 4 .0 0  

and works great! 

Scott Hoyle   # 8 87  

Computers and RVlng 

 

Computers and Rving are  becoming a prerequisite  as a 

navigational aid for the  serious RVer. Two programs we  

use  are  Microso ft Streets" and Ye llow Pages U.S.A." The 

two  CD disks come in a single  package. How are they 

used?  You are  in an unfamiliar town or metropo litan area 

looking for a hobby shop, Wall-Mart e tc. Within minutes 

the  locations can be pinpointed on a map. Big c ity, small 

town makes no  difference . The disks cover the entire  

United States. If the  programs can find 1 6  Chip pechaug 

Trail on an island near the  little  town o f Mystic , CT, it can 

find any place--truly remarkable . The current generation o f 

mapping so ftware  inc ludes a GPS (Global Positioning Sys-

tem) hooked into  a lap top computer. The  system keeps 

track o f one 's progress on a constantly moving map. 

DENISON G. WOODS # 3 29  
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New members 
TCI #8 4 7  

Ron and Miche lle  Hobill 

PO Box 1 4 7 5  

Lander, WY 8 2 5 20  

 

TCI #8 4 8  

Tim and Donna Rosette  

PO Box 5 4 0  

Silt, CO 8 1 6 5 2  

 

TCI #8 4 9  

Jack and Ste lla Stee le  

1 1 3 1 1  Spring Valley 

Kansas City, MO 6 4 1 34  

 

TCI #8 5 0  

Dennis and Barbara Pre is 

PMB 1 1 2 2 0 8  

2 2 2  Rainbow Dr. 

Livingston, TX 7 7 3 9 9 -2 0 2 2  

 

TCI #8 5 1  

Richard Dickinson 

PMB 1 3 0 6 6  

2 2 0  Rainbow Dr. 

Livingston, TX 7 7 3 9 9 -2 0 2 0  

 

TCI #8 5 2  

C. Edward and Ellen Ryf 

2 7 1 0 0  NW 3 6 th Ct. 

Ridge fie ld, WA 9 8 64 2  

 

TCI #8 5 3  

Gary and Edith Cantwell 

Welcome New Members 
PMB 9 8 1 5  

1 9 8  Rainbow Dr. 

Livingston, TX 

7 7 3 9 9 -1 0 9 8  

 

TCI #8 5 4  

Doug and Doreen Freeman 

TME 1 7 1 7  

PO Box 1 0 1 2  

Eugene , OR 9 74 4 0  

 

TCI #8 5 5  

Frank Hoffman and Vir-

ginia Haze 

PMB 1 5 9  

9 2 2  S Woodbourne  Rd. 

Levittown, PA 1 9 0 5 7  

 

TCl # 85 6  

James and Jean Hodge 

PMB 6 0 2  

3 2 1 3  W Main 

Rapid City, SD 5 7 7 0 2  

 

TCI #8 5 7  

Howard and Candi Franklin 

2 3 0 2  Towery Trail 

Lutz, FL 33 5 4 9  

 

TCI #8 5 8  

Marvin and Anita Hopper 

1 4 5  Rue de  Grande 

Brentwood, TN 3 7 0 2 7  

 

Rejoined 

TCI #7 3 1  

Fred and Joan Mattox 

7 3 1  S. Arbustus St 

Lakewood, CO 8 0 2 2 8  

 

TCI# 4 3 2  

Rob and Vikki Pie tras 

2  Robin Pl 

Farmington, NY 1 1 7 3 8  

 

TCI #5 4 9  

Dick and Karen Crawford 

1 2 0  Rainbow Dr., PMB 2 02 8  

Livingston, TX 7 7 3 9 9  

Changes 
TCI #4 7 8  

Phil and Connie  Hargin 

PO Box 1 8 2 54  

Boulder, CO 8 03 0 8 -1 2 54  

 

TCI #6 2 9  

Spencer and Ope l Gregory 

PO Box 6 6 7 3  

Virginia Beach. VA 2 3 4 5 6  

 

TCI #7 5 0  

Roger and Wanda Murray 

4 2 9  S Cro ft Rd. Suite  3  

Inverness, FL 3 4 4 5 3  

 

TCI #6 4 9  

Bob Presson and Lavern 

Lewis 

 

TCI #7 4 2  

Doug and Rosayln Palmer 

PMB 1 0 0 9 3  

2 0 0  Rainbow Dr. 

Livingston, TX 7 7 3 9 9 -2 0 00  

 

TCI #7 9 6  

Buzz Olson and Jane  Ruch 

PMB # 5 3 2  

3 8 1 8  S Western Ave 

Sioux Falls. SD 5 7 1 05 -65 1 1  

 

TCI #4 2 0  

John and Dorothy Clowsen 

1 1 8 0 1  N Washington St 

# H-4 07  

Northglenn, CO 8 Q2 33 -5 01  

 

TCI #6 3 4  

Howard and Alice  Fryover 

3 8 0 0  1 5  Mile  Rd 

Barryton,.MI 49305 
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U 
ntil a couple  years ago , Teton Homes moved the ir 

slideout rooms in and out with a series o f mechani-

cal “jackscrew” rams made by Barker Manufactur-

ing, Inc. Teton most commonly used these  jackscrew rams 

in pairs on the ir larger slideouts. A DC powered motor di-

rectly drove one ram, while  a se cond “slave” ram was 

driven by a long connecting drive  shaft from the same mo-

tor. When you consider all o f the  flexing, road vibration, 

and the  mass be ing moved, the system has been remarka-

bly re liable  --albe it a bit slow. The rams were  no t designed 

to  support the  we ight o f the  slideout. That task is handled 

by one  or more square tube  support assemblies, which 

trave l back and forth on rollers. 

Although the  slideout mechanisms have  been called 

“maintenance free ,” they really do need your attention. If 

nothing e lse , keeping everything clean, and checking con-

nections (mechanical and e lectrical) may prevent, o r un-

cover, deve loping problems. Equally as important as c lean-

ing, is listening to  your slideouts as they trave l in and out. 

Any changes from the  normal whirring and whining 

sounds, may indicate  trouble . 

If your slideout has deve loped a squeal, groan, or scraping, 

sound; or it starts to  sing out a loud, “errr, e rrr, e rrr” as it 

moves, it’s time to  take  action. Using the  theory, “first try 

the  cheapest and most obvious,” Nick Ke ller o f Teton 

Homes suggests that you begin by c leaning the bottom o f 

the  slideout floor. Then po lish it o r use a silicone  lubricant. 

The  same should be  done to  the  bottom rubber wiper. If 

the  ram tubes are  dirty or rusty, c lean them, or sandpaper 

them to  remove rust. Then spray the tubes with a protec-

tant. I use  WD-40 . Protect-All has a slide -out lubricant/

protectant which c lings well to  the  tubes.  

If c leaning and lubricating hasn’t so lved the  no ise , check 

for alignment problems. Look at each o f the main support 

beams. Check the square  tube , looking for harsh scrapes, 

caused from the  tube  be ing o ff center and scraping one  o f the 

sides as it enters the outer tube . Also  be  sure to  inspect the 

outer (lower) ro lle r on room support beams (square  tubes). 

The  inner (top) ro ller can only be  inspected by dropping the 

be lly pan. Fortunate ly, it is protected from the e lements and 

should be in better shape . The  support beams do  not have to  

be  rust free . 

The  same alignment check should be  made for the  slideout 

ram tubes. Check for te lltale  scraping and 

severe  bowing. The rams can generally be  

adjusted up or down with two  large  nuts, 

and side  to  side  a little  by loosening the  

ram end bolt. If you decide  to  do  this ad-

justing yourse lf, be  care ful. Measure  the 

distance from the  inner ram tube  (where  

it leaves the outer ram) to  the  slideout 

floor above . Then measure  the distance 

from the  floor to  the  ram, out near its 

end. The  measurements should be simi-

lar. Find a spot on the  ram tube  mid-way 

between the first two measuring loca-

tions. Check that distance  to  determine 

whether the  slideout tube is bowed se-

vere ly because  o f slideout room sag. 

If your measurements, or a visual inspec-

tion, show the  ram tube  to  be  quite  

bowed, it is  possible  that your “errr, e rrr, 

e rrr” no ise  is coming from the  internal 

jackscrew and nut. On my trailer, the 

no ise  was most pronounced the  first two  fee t that the room 

came in (where  the bowing was most pronounced). It le ss-

ened as the  room came in. An inspection o f the inner work-

ings o f the  faulty ram showed that the  jackscrew nut was 

reamed out larger and had a sloppy fit, probably caused by 

the  uneven pressure o f the  jackscrew in the  bowed tube . 

Some Rvers have taken the  ram apart and have  re -greased 

the  nut and screw with limited success. They bought some 

time , but with a sloppy fit, failure  was only a matter o f time. 

Barker Manufacturing does se ll a replacement jackscrew nut, 

which is cheaper than replac ing the  entire  ram. This is a con-

sideration, as long as the jackscrew is in good shape .  

If you have a bad ram, and you dec ide  to  replace  it yourse lf, 

you can order one  from Teton Homes, or directly from Barker 

Manufacturing (now that Teton no  longer uses them). Check 

with Barker to  compare  prices. They charged me  $ 1 20  for the 

same ram that Teton se lls fo r $2 5 0 . Ordering a replacement 

ram is not a simple  phone call. You must first know what size  

ram you need. Don’t guess, and don’t re ly on your paperwork. 

My first wrong order came by using the number listed in my 

owner’s manual. My second wrong order came from Teton 

Homes. Apparently they have  made  “running production” 

changes, using diffe rent length rams in their units at diffe rent 

times. 

Bring in the room most (b
ut not all) o

f th
e way 

Measure the outside ra
m tube accurately 

These clamps bolt up to a support 
beam above. For holes to line up, 
they must be put on the replace-
ment in exactly the same position. 

Remove pin 

Remove bolt &  elect. Wires. 

Main Frame Slideout 
Remove 

bolt 

Barker Slideout Mechanism – Motor Ram Shown 

Slideout Noises . . .  
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To  correctly identify your ram, you must measure  the  exact 

length o f the outer ram tube . There  are  no  part numbers 

on the  tubes. They are  all similar except for length. To take 

this measurement, you must lower the  plastic  underbe lly, 

o r if you have room, reach in through the motor access 

pane l. Measure  from point where  ram goes through side  

traile r frame to  the  motor ( o r gearbox angle  if you’re  re -

plac ing the “slave” drive  ram. At the motor (gearbox) end, 

the  ram goes into  a co llar for the  last couple  inches. In-

c lude  the  co llar in your measurement and then subtract 1  

¼  inches from your measurement. Now measure the  part 

o f the  outer tube  that extends outside  o f the  frame . Add 

that to  the  interior measurement. For example , My ’97  San 

Gabrie l XL room uses what Barker calls a 4 2  inch ram 

(# 1 9 4 1 5 ). However, the ram’s outer tube is actually 5 4  ¾  

inches. (1 2 ” outside  frame + 44 ” inside  frame to  motor 

(inc luding the co llar), minus 1  ¼  for the  co llar = 5 5  ¾ ). 

When you have  the measurement o f the outer tube , call 

Barker Manufacturing. With that number, they will te ll you 

what part number you need. 

Replacing  a Slideout Ram 

Replac ing a slideout ram yourself is not a difficult job, as 

long as you don’t mind working on your back under your rig. 

If all goes we ll, the task will take  you a couple  hours, de -

pending on whether you dec ide  to  make an access pane l 

and whether you have a power screw driver. 

1 .           Remove  the  drive  motor or gear access pane l, de-

pending on which ram is to  be  measured  o r replaced. Lower 

enough o f the trailer under be lly to  access the  entire  ram. 

This could be  a rather large  area (see  sidebar: “Building an 

Access Pane l” for an alternate  approach to  this task). Move 

the  insulation and plastic  under be lly out o f the  way  

2 .           Bring the  slideout room in as close  as possible , 

leaving yourse lf just enough room to  work at the outer end 

o f the  ram. Measure the  length o f “run out” o f the ram. Re -

cord this measurement. You will need it later just to  be  sure 

that the  new ram has been extended to  the  same length.  

3 .           Remove  the  end bo lt that connects the  ram to  the 

outside  o f the  slideout room. Pull the  rubber grease 

cover from the  end o f the outside ram and slide  it to  the  

outside  edge  o f the ram. 

4 .           Underneath, disconnect the  shaft that drives 

the  second tube . The  rams should now be  independent 

o f each o ther. 

5 .           If you are  replacing the  motor driven ram, dis-

connect the  positive  and negative  leads to  the motor. 

Mark or record where  they came from. 

6 .           Remove  the  3 / 8 ” bolt that connects the  ram 

co llar to  the  motor ( or the  right angle  gearbox). If you 

have le ft the ram extended more  than 5  or 6  inches, you 

may need to  use  the  motor (or turn the  auxiliary shaft by 

hand) enough to  bring the  ram in. This will make it eas-

ie r to  manage removal and re installation. 

7 .           Unbo lt the  two  ram clamps from the square 

tube  that supports it. DO NOT unbo lt the  c lamp from 

the  ram tube  at this time  unless you have  clearly 

marked its location.  

8 .           Remove  the  ram by pulling it in through the 

ho le  in the  frame. The  rubber grease  cover will fall 

o ff. Don’t forget it..9 .         Place  the  o ld and new rams 

side  by side . Remove the  clamps from the  o ld ram 

and attach them to  the new ones in the same place  

on the  new ram. Be  accurate . It won’t bo lt up or work 

properly if your measurements are  o ff. Tighten the 

c lamps enough that they ho ld, but with the understand-

ing that you may have to  readjust them when they are  

bo lted in place  

1 0 .        Install the  new ram, connecting it to  the motor 

(or gearbox) and the  square  tubing support beam. 

Tighten all c lamp fittings. 

1 1 .        Reattach the DC power leads. This is a good 

Fold Back 
Existing screws 

Existing 
access 
panel 
frame 

Wood strip 
screwed in place 
and sealed with 
black caulk 

New Access Panel 

Existing 
wood strip 

Alternate: Building an Access Panel 

Existing 
Underbelly 

Pick up a strip o f lumber, 2 -3 ” wide  and 

as long as necessary. An 8  foo t piece   

should be plenty. Also  pick up some black GE Sili-

cone  caulk and a package  o f screws. 

 Cut the  underbe lly from the  existing access pane l to  the  side  o f 

the  trailer. Unfasten the  underbe lly at the  access pane l and side 

o f the  traile r. Fo ld back the plastic  to  work. When finished, at-

tach bo th sides o f the  plastic  underbe lly to  the wooden strip as 

shown above . Caulk all seams when done . 

Cut along here 

This is an idea I 
learned from other 
Teton c lub mem-
bers who have 
done  work under 
the ir rigs. 
Thanks 

Perhaps You Need to Change That Ram 
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time  to  be  sure that all e lectrical connections are  firm, 

and that no wires are  supported so le ly by the ir connec-

tors. Use  Zip ties if necessary. I have  had two  slideout 

malfunctions that turned out to  be  nothing more  than a 

wire  pulled out o f a connector, and a connector pulled o ff 

the  re lay -- both problems caused by the  we ight o f unsup-

ported wires go ing to  switches and relays. 

1 2 .        Run the  ram out until the  outer tube  is exactly 

the  distance  o f your previous measurement. It should 

just touch the slideout bracket. Check distances with 

your measurements. 

1 3 .        Reconnect the  end tube  bo lt. It should line  up 

with the  ho le . If it is c lose  but won’t quite  line up, after 

you reconnect the  auxiliary drive  shaft, you may need to  

care fully run the room out enough so  you can “flex” the 

tube  into  position. If it is way o ff, recheck your installa-

tion. 

1 4 .        Reconnect the  auxiliary drive  shaft and bring in 

the  room. When it is almost c losed, recheck to  be  sure  

that the  room is coming in evenly. 

1 5 .        When the  room is in, check to  be  sure  that it is 

correctly pressing on all bulb seals. If it is not even, you 

will need to  disconnect the auxiliary drive  shaft and read-

just one side or the  other. 

1 6 .        Close  up the  be lly or your new access pane l. Be 

sure to  pull all insulation back into  place . Recaulk all 

opened seams. I use  a tube  o f black GE Silicone  caulk. 

GEORGE HOOPER #454 

For More Information . . . 

Barker Manufacturing Co .  

PO Box 4 6 0  

Battle  Creek, Michigan 490 1 6  

(8 0 0 ) 5 3 7 -9 9 4 0  

(Ask for Bob in Customer Service ).  

 

Teton Homes 

3 2 8 3  N. Nine  Mile  Rd. 

Casper, Wyoming 8 26 0 4  

(3 0 7 ) 2 3 5 -1 5 2 5  

(Ask for Nick) 
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Air CondItioner Vents 

We  had a situation that we found aggravating When run-

ning the  living room central air conditioner, the bedroom 

got overly chilly, even with all bedroom vents partially 

blocked with cardboard inserts, while  the  rest o f the  

trailer did not get co ld enough. Jim Estes installed some 

baffles in the living room air conditioner to  redirect more 

air to  the  rear o f the trailer. When we first turned the  sys-

tem on, with the  baffles in place , all kinds o f Styro foam 

bits and pieces came blowing out o f the  rearmost air 

vents; they had been there since  the  trailer was built four 

years ago  but had never had enough air flow to  dislodge  

them. We now have a consistent temperature  throughout 

the  trailer whether we  are  using the air conditioner or 

heat pump. 

 

If any o f you fe llow Tetoners are  having similar problems, 

or are  in need o f any o ther kinds o f repairs, we most 

highly recommend Jim Estes. He  is a Master Certified 

Technic ian with 2 1  years of experience . His work is out-

standing and he  is very knowledgeable  in all aspects o f 

RV repair and maintenance . He works with original 

manufacturers warranties as we ll as extended warran-

ties. He can be  reached at 3 1 6 -77 6 -9 0 2 5  in Wichita, 

Kansas. 

DEE ROBERSON  # 62 7  
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George Hooper, TCI Editor 
PMB 885      POB 917729 
Longwood, FL 32791-7729 


