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_Govtapproves cut

to SSF contributions

The cabinet yesterday approved the
planned cutin monthly contributions
to the Social Security Fund tohelp
ease the burden of flood-hit workers
and employers.

The monthly contribution would
becutfrom4.5% to 1.5% between Jan
1and Dec31, 2012, said deputy gov-
ermnment spokespersonAnuttama
Amomwiwat.

The drafted ministerial regulation
onthe planned cutinthe SSF's monthly
contribution was proposed to the cabi-
net after the Labour Ministry received
requests from several factory operators
who said the flood crisis affected the
financial situation of both employers
and employees who are SSF members,
Ms Anuttama said.

Apart from this drafted ministerial
regulation, the cabinet also approved
the drafted ministerial regulation on
the criteria, methods and periods for
pension disbursement forageing mem-
bers, she said.

This drafted ministerial regulation
will give atemporaryincreasein the
retirement pension to retiring
employees who have paid into the
programme for 12 months or more.

The pensionin the first sixmonths
of nextyear (Jan I to June 30) would
be increased by 1% of salary, she said.
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LABOUR »
Companies
to take wage
rise to court

NANCHANOK WONGSAMUTH 4

The private sector is looking for ways
to bring charges against the government
for their planned minimum wage hike
of 39.5% by 2013.

Thaveekij Jaturajarernkul, vice-
chairman of the Federation of Thai
Industries (FTI}, said members of the
federation in some provinces are in
the process of collecting names to sub-
mit a petition to the Central Adminis-
trative Court to bring charges against
the government’s minimum - wage
increase. The Administrative Court was
set up about a decade ago to hear’ $
grievances from individuals and busi-
nesses against the state or government
officials.

“Businesses aren’t able to adapt
because [the increase] is too fast.'If
there are increased costs, they have to
raise prices, and overseas customers
will not place orders and shift to other
countries,” said Mr Thaveekij, who is.
also chairman of the FTT's labour com-
mittee and a member of the National
Economic and Social Advisory Council.

The Central Wage Committee in
October passed a resolution approving
a proposal to raise the daily minimum
wage by 39.5% in seven provinces, effec-
tive from January next year. The cabinet
postponed the increase to April to help
flood-affected emplovyers.

Wages in Bangkok, Nakhon Pathom, l
Nonthabuti, Samut Prakan, Samut
Sakhon, Phuket and Pathum Thaniwill
go up to 300 baht, while the other prov-
inces will see an increase in January
2013. : ) .

Mr Thaveekij said the increase should t

.

be by 5-8% per year. He added provin-
cial FT1 offices expect tofile a resolution
by next week. -

“The FT! as an organisation cannot’
sue the government as it is not the
victim, but we are helping businesses
organise a petition. Now that the mea-
sure has been approved by the cabinet,
this is our only way [to halt the wage
hike] as it is unfair, affects investment
and is political meddling,” he said. -

Businesses have three months to file:

. acomplaint once a measure is approved
by the Council of State.
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'FLOOD DISASTER

~ COURTS FACE

HEAVY LOAD OF

|PAY DISPUTES

Labour welfare chief urges workers to
talk with unions instead of protesting

THE NATION

I involving flood-related layoffs, 46"

routine labour disputes over '

n addition to the many cases.:

workers’ pay demands await court |
hearings by the end of the year, the -
Department of Labour Protection

and Welfare said yesterday.

Director-general Arthit Issamo .

called on workers who are unhappy

i

about bonuses, welfare conditions or

pay raises offered

by employers not
. to stage protests
. or create distur- -
bances, but to
" negotiatethrough
their unions.

Unions | are
welcome to sub-
. mit complaints to
the department,
which 1s also dis-
patching inspec-
tors to visit work-
. places in the 46
cases and in other
cases where dis-
putes are loom-
ing, he said. :
More than 18,000 factoryworkers

lost their jobs at 59 plants because of

the flooding, while 373,817 employ-

ees of 3,851 businesses were affected
due to losses or temporary closures.

Some 526 businesses in eight
provinces employing 210,260 work-

ers are participating in a department

project aimed at assisting both sides,
with workers agreeing to receive
lower salaries for a while in exchange
for employment assurances.
InLamphun,ameeting ofenploy-
ers and workers at a Hoya Glasstic
(Thailand) plant failed to produce an

agreement and a major strike
appeared possible yesterday evening,.
The failure of the talks means up

- to 2,000 workers could be laid off by

December 31.

The company insisted that those
agreeing to continue working under
certain conditions would not be given
overtime payments.

A negotiator representing a group
of electronics assembly workers,
Chatchai Somboon, said the workers
) .told him that a

rally would be
staged outsidethe
plantat7pmyes-
terday evening.
Noactivities were
reported as of
press time.
Union leader
Akhradej
Chobdee said the
workers realised
the  company
faced hardship

- resultingfromthe

. flooding in

Ayutthaya, but

insisted thattheir

demands - including 75-per-cent

paid matérnity leave - were reason-

able and necessary.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet has offi-

ciallyapprovedarequest bythe Social

Security Office that employers and

beneficiaries beallowed to pay 3-per-

cent monthly contributions, down

from 5 per cent, for the first half of
next year, starting January 1.

Labour Minister Phadermchai

Sasomsap said the rate would be

increased to 4 per cent in the second

half starting June 1, while the gov- -

ernment would maintain its subsidy
rate of 2.75 per cent.

Al
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